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Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
On  Monday, August 21, 2017,  most of  the world including us here in Bullock County, Alabama will experience a partial solar 
eclipse. This phenomenon occurs when the moon slightly covers the sun. This is an extraordinary event, but one that requires 
planning and taking safety precautions.  
 

1. Students will engage in meaningful activities related to the eclipse to include information and activities from some of the 
following sites: 

       A. https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/so-many-cool-ways-to-share-the-eclipse-with-kids 
       B. https://ec1ipse2017.nasa.gov/education 
       C. cnn.com/eclipse 
2. No student will be allowed outdoors at school with or without school staff to view the eclipse. 
3. Parents who wish for their child to view the eclipse must secure their own protective eye wear and check the 

child out of school prior to 1:30 p.m. or keep the student home. (Providing a written statement of the learning that           
occurred will result in the child being marked on a field trip rather than absent.) 

4. We know the eclipse is a great teaming opportunity so each school will use various methods to stream the eclipse for 
viewing indoors by all students and staff. 

5. The dismissal of school will be delayed until the eclipse is over in our area. 
6. We anticipate a dismissal/release time of 3:15 p.m. to include pre-k. Buses will not leave the bus shop to begin pickup 

until the eclipse is over. 
7. As always, we will be monitoring the situation and may adjust based on any new information from 

emergency management or other federal, state, or local agencies. Again, let me reiterate to minimize the likelihood that 
students will look directly at the sun and risk damaging their eyes, outdoor activities between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. will be 
moved indoors. 

 
We encourage you to discuss the eclipse, its amazement, and its dangers with your child, especially looking directly at the sun, 
even through a window. This includes reminding your child about the dangers of the eclipse when walking home or riding the 
school bus. 
 
We are also reminding you to be cautious if attempting to drive during the eclipse. Please be especially careful to avoid other 
potentially distracted drivers, students, and  pedestrians. 
 
We look forward to a great day as the Bullock County School District takes part in history. Thank you for your support. If you 
have questions, please contact your child's school. 
 

Sincerely, 
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