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Veterans Day Essay 

 

Abraham Lincoln once memorialized the sacrifice of veterans with these words from the 

Gettysburg Address: “The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, 

far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what 

we say here, but it can never forget what they did here.” This quote shows how important it is 

that we honor and always remember those who have risked and lost their lives fighting to protect 

the many freedoms that we hold dear. These brave men and women put their lives on the line to 

safeguard this great nation, and for this, they deserve our utmost respect. Local veterans 

especially deserve our support, respect, and understanding because they represent the values by 

which we want Grundy County to be known. Many seem to forget that most veterans are normal 

people who choose to take the risk making the ultimate sacrifice for our country: dying for the 

red, white, and blue.  

I know a veteran personally; my grandfather, Ray Stubblefield, served over twenty years 

in the U.S. Army and fought in the Vietnam War as well as Operation Desert Storm. I have 

always held him in high esteem because I could not be more thankful for what he has done for 

this country. He risked his life to defend the core values that this nation stands for, and in my 

opinion, no other occupation should earn a person more respect. 

If I could deliver a message to all of the veterans of the United States, most of all I would 

want to say thank you. Thank you for taking a stand for what is right. Thank you for your 
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courage and valor when facing the many atrocities of war. Thank you for risking everything so 

we keep all of the freedoms we enjoy; if it were not for you, those rights would not endure. 

Thank you for everything that you have done. 

Many of us take for granted the basic rights that we have, but on days like November 

11th, we should all reflect on just how lucky we really are. And more than anything, this Veterans 

Day, be sure to thank the veteran in your life. 

  

 


