Chattanooga School for the Liberal Arts

Eighth Grade Summer Reading List

2018
1. Read one book from the Hazelwood High trilogy by Sharon Draper: Tears of a Tiger, Forged by Fire, or Darkness Before Dawn. As you read, stop and jot annotations on sticky notes about the various characters, their actions, choices and consequences. We will place the sticky notes in our Reader’s/Writer’s Notebooks and do other character work at the beginning of the year. We will also seminar these books.
2. Choose one of the books listed on the reverse to read that correlates with both the 8th grade social studies curriculum and/or our upcoming Washington, DC trip. Complete the four (4) Book Club/RW Workshop jobs for the book. You will be attaching this work in your Reader’s/Writer’s Notebooks at the beginning of the year. You will also discuss your book in Book Club at the beginning of the year and complete an in-class project with your Book Club.
Job 1: Thematic Director

Determine the central theme of the book and phrase it in a well-written sentence. Remember, a theme is NOT a summary of the book, but rather a statement that reflects the overall message the author intended.  List 3 specific text evidence examples to support this theme, and explain why they each best support the theme.
Job 2: Investigator
Create 5 open-ended questions about the book.  The questions should not be about the small details but should be about the “big ideas” from the book. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own feelings, thoughts, or reactions of the book.
Job 3: Word Wizard

Create a list of 6 words and/or interesting phrases from the book. Include an explanation or definition of each word or phrase as well.  

Job 4: Illustrator

Create an artistic illustration for two different scenes from your reading.  For each illustration, include a quote (text evidence) from the book to enhance your illustration. Create your illustrations on plain white paper, NOT notebook paper.
Social Studies/Washington, DC books – Choose one:
Arlington Cemetery/Ford’s Theater (Civil War era):

Behind Rebel Lines – Seymour Reit

Lincoln: A Photobiography – Russell Freeman

Mount Vernon, Home of George Washington (Revolutionary War):

George Washington, Spymaster – Thomas B. Allen

Taking Liberty – Ann Rinaldi
Korean War Memorial/Vietnam War Memorial:

Countdown – Deborah Wiles

*The Things They Carried – Tim O’Brien
Holocaust Museum (Holocaust – World War II):

Boy in the Striped Pajamas – John Boyne
*Night – Elie Wiesel

*These books contain graphic description and mature language and/or situations.

3. Preparation for Exit Project
In preparation for the eighth grade exit project, read at least 75 pages from a variety of sources (magazines, newspapers, Internet articles, professional journals, and books) about various world issues that interest you.  Keep a log of your reading to turn in at the beginning of school. NOTE: watching TED talks or listening to podcasts are informative but can’t be counted as reading; therefore, do not list those.
Name _________________________________________

	Date
	Topic
	Source (Be specific!)
	Pages Read
	Total 

	Example:

6/1/18
	Example:

Teen Depression
	Example:

People magazine
	Example:

pp.31-33
	Example:

3 pages

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



