
White House tells states to give students
fewer tests

This sign sits on the desk of third-grade teacher Sara Ancira in Naperville, Illinois, during a testing period on April 29,

2014. The Education Department is encouraging fewer tests in schools. Photo: Chuck Berman/Chicago Tribune/TNS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S. government is trying to cut down on the amount of time

students spend on standardized tests.

On Tuesday, the Education Department outlined different ways states and local districts

can reduce testing. It follows a call by President Barack Obama last October to limit

standardized testing. For years, parents, teachers and others have complained that too

many classroom hours are spent "teaching to the test."

In a letter to state school officials, the department shows how some government money

can be spent to limit testing. States and districts, for example, receive money to develop

tests. Instead, they can spend the money to determine if they have tests that overlap or if

they have low-quality tests that could be eliminated.

States also could use the money to develop ways to improve current tests. They could

decrease the amount of time students spend taking them, according to the letter.
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"Critical Thinking And Problem-Solving"

Education Secretary John King Jr. said that good exams are important. They "give parents,

educators and students useful information about whether students are developing the

critical thinking and problem-solving skills they need."

However, there has to be balance between taking tests and learning, King added. "Despite

good intentions, there are too many places around the country where the balance still isn't

quite right," he said.

The goal isn't to end all standardized tests. In October, Obama said good tests measure

how well students are doing in school. But, he said, "we're going to work with states,

school districts, teachers and parents to make sure that we're not obsessing about

testing."

Each school year, students spend about 20 to 25 hours taking standardized tests,

according to the Council of the Great City Schools. The council is a group of the largest

city school districts in the country. Last year, it studied the nation's 66 largest school

districts.

In all, between prekindergarten and 12th grade, students take about 112 standardized

exams. The council said the average student in eighth grade spends 2.3 percent of

classroom time on the tests. Obama encouraged schools to limit testing to 2 percent of

classroom time.

States Can Be More Flexible

The 2002 No Child Left Behind education law began a new era of testing in public schools.

It required annual testing in reading and math in grades three to eight, and once in high

school.

Those tests would still be required under a new education law signed by Obama late last

year. But states can be more flexible on how to grade teachers, schools and students.

They do not have to rely as much on test scores and can now consider other factors.

The Education Department gave examples of two places that have cut back on testing.

In Tulsa, Oklahoma, the district has dramatically reduced the overall time spent on testing.

It reduced the frequency of some tests, cut one test entirely, and ended district

requirements to give others. Third-graders, for example, had been spending about 1,240

minutes on district-required tests. They will now will spend 660 minutes on them, the

department said. 

Tennessee also is shortening some of its state-mandated tests.



Quiz

1 Read the sentence from the article.

In Tulsa, Oklahoma, the district has dramatically reduced the overall

time spent on testing. 

How does the word "dramatically" affect the tone of the sentence.

(A) It conveys the idea that there was a large decrease in time spent testing.

(B) It conveys the idea that there was little change in time spent testing.

(C) It conveys the idea that it was easy for Tulsa to make changes to the in time

spent testing.

(D) It conveys the idea that Tulsa does not care about time spent testing.

2 Read the sentence from the article. 

The U.S. government is trying to cut down on the amount of time

students spend on standardized tests.

In this sentence, the word "cut" means:

(A) to remove

(B) to reduce

(C) to stop

(D) to interrupt

3 Why does the author include the last two paragraphs in the article?

(A) to show what happens when testing times are decreased

(B) to explain how districts feel about shorter testing times

(C) to show how some districts have decreased testing times

(D) to explain why some districts want shorter testing times



4 What purpose does the introduction [paragraphs 1-4] serve in developing the main idea of the

article?

(A) to show that parents and teachers do not support changes to testing times

(B) to show that President Obama and the Education Department do not want

changes in testing

(C) to show that the money spent on testing is very important to President

Obama and the Education Department

(D) to show that President Obama and the Education Department encouraged

changes to testing
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