Council Fifth Grade Reading List 2018-2019 (select one)
The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett – Nobody loves Mary - the heroine of the famous story of Francis Burnett’s The Secret Garden. However,
she does not burn with love for others, and moreover - she can not stand the whole world. And then her parents are passing away prematurely. There is an
impression that nothing good can happen to her in this life. But there is a miracle: the fate itself extends the heroine of the book to the saving hand and
leads to the path leading to the beautiful Secret Garden... (AR 6.7)
The Bark of the Bog Owl by Jonathon Rogers – Courage and a heart for adventure drive twelve-year-old shepherd boy Aidan Errolson. When the bark of
the bog owl echoes from the forest across his father's well-tended pastures, Aidan dreams of wild places still untamed and quests not yet pursued. Aidan's
life changes forever on the day Bayard the Truthspeaker arrives at Longleaf with an astonishing pronouncement: it is Aidan's destiny to be the Wilderking,
who will ascend to the throne from Corenwald's wildest places. (AR 5.9)
Frindle by Andrew Clements – Is Nick Allen a troublemaker? He really just likes to liven things up at school -- and he's always had plenty of great ideas.
When Nick learns some interesting information about how words are created, suddenly he's got the inspiration for his best plan ever...the frindle. Who says
a pen has to be called a pen? Why not call it a frindle? Things begin innocently enough as Nick gets his friends to use the new word. Then other people in
town start saying frindle. Soon the school is in an uproar, and Nick has become a local hero. His teacher wants Nick to put an end to all this nonsense, but
the funny thing is frindle doesn't belong to Nick anymore. The new word is spreading across the country, and there's nothing Nick can do to stop it. (AR 5.4)
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell – In the Pacific there is an island that looks like a big fish sunning itself in the sea. Around it, blue dolphins swim,
otters play, and sea elephants and sea birds abound. Once, Indians also lived on the island. And when they left and sailed to the east, one young girl was
left behind. This is the story of Karana, the Indian girl who lived alone for years on the Island of the Blue Dolphins. Year after year, she watched one season
pass into another and waited for a ship to take her away. But while she waited, she kept herself alive by building shelter, making weapons, finding food,
and fighting her enemies, the wild dogs. It is not only an unusual adventure of survival, but also a tale of natural beauty and personal discovery. (AR 5.4)
Mr. Lemoncello’s Great Library Race by Chris Grabenstein – On your marks. Get set. Lemon, cello, GO! Everyone’s favorite game maker, Mr. Lemoncello, is
testing out his new FABULOUS FACT-FINDING FRENZY game! If Kyle can make it through the first round, he and the other lucky finalists will go on a great
race—by bicycle, bookmobile, and even Mr. Lemoncello’s corporate banana jet!—to find fascinating facts about famous Americans. The first to bring
their facts back to the library will win spectacular prizes! But when a few surprising “facts” surface about Mr. Lemoncello, it might be GO TO JAIL and LOSE
A TURN all at once! Could Kyle’s hero be a fraud? It’s winner take all, so Kyle and the other kids will have to dig deep to find out the truth before the GAME
is OVER for Mr. Lemoncello and his entire fantastic empire! (AR 5.3)
The Maze Runner by James Dashner – When Thomas wakes up in the lift, the only thing he can remember is his name. He’s surrounded by strangers—boys
whose memories are also gone. Outside the towering stone walls that surround them is a limitless, ever-changing maze. It’s the only way out—and no one’s
ever made it through alive. Then a girl arrives. The first girl ever. And the message she delivers is terrifying. Remember. Survive. Run. (AR 5.3 )
Hoot by Carl Hiaasen – Roy Eberhardt is the new kid--again. This time around it's Trace Middle School in humid Coconut Grove, Florida. But it's still the same
old routine: table by himself at lunch, no real friends, and thick-headed bullies like Dana Matherson pushing him around. But if it wasn't for Dana Matherson
mashing his face against the school bus window that one day, he might never have seen the tow-headed running boy. And if he had never seen the
running boy, he might never have met tall, tough, bully-beating Beatrice. And if he had never met Beatrice, he might never have discovered the
burrowing owls living in the lot on the corner of East Oriole Avenue. And if he had never discovered the owls, he probably would have missed out on the
adventure of a lifetime. Apparently, bullies do serve a greater purpose in the scope of the universe. Because if it wasn't for Dana Matherson. (AR 5.2)
The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare – Although he faces responsibility bravely, thirteen-year-old Matt is more than a little apprehensive
when his father leaves him alone to guard their new cabin in the wilderness. When a renegade white stranger steals his gun, Matt realizes he has no way to
shoot game or to protect himself. When Matt meets Attean, a boy in the Beaver clan, he begins to better understand their way of life and their growing
problem in adapting to the white man and the changing frontier. (AR 4.9)

