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Don't know what to read next?  Try one of these popular books!  All titles included here are part of the Abraham Lincoln Award Nominees for 2018-19 – the favorite NEW books chosen by Illinois high school students.
All We Have Left (Wendy Mills) – Modern-day Jesse tries to cope with the ramifications of her brother’s death on 9/11.  Alia, a Muslim, gets trapped in one of the Twin Towers and meets a boy who changes everything for her as flames rage around them.

American Street (Ibi Zoboi) – Fabiola Toussaint, a young Haitian immigrant to the United States, must navigate her life, school and relationships, while dealing with her loud cousins after her mother is detained by the United States immigration department.

Beartown (Fredrik Backman) – A small town rallies around their new ice rink in the hopes of their junior hockey team competing in the national semifinals.

Born a Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood (Trevor Noah) – Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth.  Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five years in prison . . . Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find himself in a world where he was never supposed to exist.

Fat Boy vs. the Cheerleaders/Gabe Johnson Takes Over (Geoff Herbach) – When the high school cheerleading team takes over a soda vending machine’s funds, which were previously collected by the pep band, Gabe Johnson, an overweight “band geek” tired of being called names and looked down on, declares war.

Girl in Pieces (Kathleen Glasgow) – As she struggles to recover and survive, seventeen-year-old homeless Charlotte “Charlie” Davis cuts herself to dull the pain of abandonment and abuse.

Goodbye Days (Jeff Zentner) – Looks at a teen’s life after the death of his best friend and how he navigates through the guilt and pain by celebrating their lives – and ultimately learning to forgive himself.

Hate U Give, The (Angie Thomas) – Star witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood friend Khalil.  Khalil’s death becomes a national headline.  Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil’s name.  What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night:  And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr.

Illuminae (Amie Kaufman) – The planet Kerenza is attacked.   Kady and Ezra find themselves on a space fleet fleeing the enemy, while their ship’s artificial intelligence system and a deadly plague may be the end of them all.

List of Cages, A (Robin Roe) – Adam, a high school senior, rescues Julian, a freshman, from an abusive situation.

Ms. Marvel 1, No Normal (G. Willow Wilson) – Kamala Khan is an ordinary girl from HJersey City until she’s suddenly empowered with extraordinary gifts. But who truly is the new Ms. Marvel?  Teenager? Muslim? Inhuman? Find out as she takes the Marvel Universe by storm!  When Kamala discovers the dangers of her newfound powers, she unlocks a secret behind them, as well.

One of Us Is Lying (Karen McManus) – When the creator of a high school gossip app mysteriously dies in front of four high-profile students – all four become suspects.  It’s up to them to solve the case.

Paper Girls (Brian Vaughan) – In the early hours after Halloween of 1988, four twelve-year-old newspaper delivery girls uncover the most important story of all time.  Suburban drama and otherworldly mysteries collide in this series about nostalgia, first jobs, and the last days of childhood.

Radium Girls; The Dark Story of America’s Shining Women  (Kate Moore) – Explores the story of radium poisoning to young American women during WWI from the paint used on watch dials, and the ensuing legal consequences that occurred as a result of these work health hazards.

Scythe (Neal Shusterman) – In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is to be randomly killed “gleaned” by professional reapers (scythes). Two teens must compete with each other to become a scythe – a position neither of them wants.  The one who becomes a scythe must kill the one who doesn’t!

Thousandth Floor, The (Katharine Mcgee) – Five teens struggle to find their footing in the world atop high-tech luxury in New York City one-hundred years into the future.

Three Dark Crowns (Kendare Blake) – On an island where a set of triplets are born in every generation, three sisters, all equal heirs to the crown and possessor of magic, must now fight for the title in a game of life or death.

We Are Okay (Nina LaCour) – After leaving her life behind to go to college in New York, Marin must face the truth about the tragedy that happened in the final weeks of summer when her friend Mabel comes to visit.

When Dimple Met Rishi (Sandhya Menon) – When Dimple Shah and Rishi Patel meet at a Stanford University summer program, Dimple is avoiding her parents’ obsession with “marriage prospects” but Rishi hopes to woo her into accepting arranged marriage with him.

Wolf by Wolf (Ryan Graudin) – The first book in a duology about an alternate version of 1956 where the Axis powers won WWII and hold an annual motorcycle race across their conjoined continents to commemorate their victory.
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