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Dear Parent/Student of the Class of 2021:

Welcome to Spotswood High School for the 2017-2018 school year! This letter contains important information for the
school year that commences on Thursday, September 7, 2017.

First Day of School-The high school’s first day for students is Thursday, September 7, 2017. The first day is a full day
from 7:30 am to 2:11 pm. Lunch will be available in the cafetorium. The high school lunch price is $3.00. Upon their
arrival at school, all students should report to their Period 1 class no later than 7:25 am.

Back to School Night-We encourage all parents to attend our annual Back to School Night which is scheduled for
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 beginning at 6:30 pm in the cafetorium. Period 1/Homeroom will begin promptly at 6:50
pm. Parents may print a copy of their child’s schedule or a copy of your child’s schedule will be available in your
child’s Period 1 class. Period 1 class list will be posted in the main hallway.

Back to School Night Schedule (Tuesday September 26, 2017)

Welcome 6:30 pm — 6:45 pm in Cafetorium
Period 1/Homeroom 6:50 pm — 7:05 pm
Period 2 7:08 pm —7:18 pm
Period 3 7:21 pm—7:31 pm
Period 4 7:34 pm — 7:44 pm
Period 5/6, 6/7 7:47 pm — 7:57 pm
Period 7/8, 8/9 8:00 pm —8:10 pm
Period 10 8:13 pm —8:23 pm
Period 11 8:26 pm — 8:36 pm

Parent Teacher Conferences- In our continuing partnership with parents focusing on communication, Spotswood High
School will hold Parent/Teacher Conferences on Wednesday, October 18 and Thursday, October 19, from 6:00 pm to
8:00 pm. The conferences are being held approximately six weeks from the beginning of school, in order to give every
student the opportunity to begin the year on a positive note. With Back to School Night three weeks from the onset of
school and with the Genesis Parent Module and Naviance in place, all students and parents will be continually updated
on their progress in school. | encourage parents to stay very involved regarding all aspects of school life and thank them
for their continued support. October 18 and 19 will be half days with a dismissal of 11:56 pm.



Student Schedules- Schedules for our incoming Class of 2021 will be handed out and explained at one of our stations
during Freshmen Orientation. Every detail will be covered in addition to every student receiving their locker
combination and successfully opening them. Those freshmen unable to attend orientation on Thursday, August 24,
2017 will receive their schedules in Periodl/Homeroom the first day of school. For a smooth transition, it is strongly
recommended that your child make every effort to attend our orientation. Schedules will also be available via the
Genesis Parent Module.

Entering the Building/Student Drop Off-Students arriving for the start of the school day are to enter through the
center doors (flagpole, main entrance), the senior parking lot entrance, or the junior parking lot entrance in the back of
the building. After 7:30 am, all doors will be secured and access to the building will be through the main entrance only.
Once the students arrive on campus, they must remain and not leave the premises. To maximize the flow of traffic and
for safety concerns, it is recommended that the parents pull up to the gymnasium entrance prior to letting their child exit
the vehicle. Parents must exit through Mott Street and should not utilize the teacher parking lot to turn around. The
Spotswood Police Department reminds everyone that the speed limit in our entrance should not exceed 15 mph. Please
plan to drop off your child by 7:20 am to allow adequate time for them to go to their locker and report to their Period 1
class in a timely fashion. Traffic tends to back up so please plan accordingly and drive safely. In addition, due to our
plan to make Spotswood High School safe and secure, the High School will be opening the main entrance at 6:50 am.
Please make arrangements if you are bringing your child to school, for them not to arrive before that time.

Handbook/Rules and Regulations- All students will receive a handbook. THE HANDBOOK MUST BE WITH
THE STUDENTS AT ALL TIMES SINCE PASSPORTS ARE IN THE BACK OF THE BOOK. Rules and
Regulations are posted on the High School website, spotswood@spsd.us.

Cell Phones- In order to meet the goals of keeping our students safe and maximizing the educational delivery of our
school a cell phone policy has been established. The purpose of this policy is to minimize distractions and maintain an
atmosphere of academic excellence. Therefore, cell phones may only be utilized before school, after school and during
lunch periods. The default policy for all classrooms is that all electronic devices are prohibited. Students may not use
electronic devices for video, image and/or audio recording in the building at any time unless expressly directed by a
staff member for the purpose of promoting the educational environment of the school. Each classroom teacher will
establish the usage of cell phones or any other electronic device in their individual classroom. Additionally, all
electronic devices are prohibited in all restrooms, hallways, main office, library and gymnasium.

Students that do not follow the cell phone/electronic devices usage policy will be subject to disciplinary consequences:

1. First Offense — Confiscation of cell phone/electronic device for one day, parent notification and one day of
detention.

2. Second Offense — Confiscation of cell phone/electronic device for one day, parent notification and two days of

detention.

Third Offense — Confiscation of cell phone/electronic device and parent must pick up the device.

4. All further offenses — Confiscation of cell phone/electronic device, parent must pick up the device, and possible
suspension.
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5. Any student who does not comply with forfeiture of their cell phone/electronic device to administration
will automatically be suspended.

The success of our changes to our policy is dependent on a strong partnership between our staff administration and
parents. Therefore, we strongly request that you do not text or call your child during the school day to avoid your child
violating our policy. If parents need to be in contact with their child, please text your child during their lunch period or
at the end of the day. The main office will allow outgoing and incoming calls in cases of emergency at 732-723-2200
extension 1001. Please encourage your child to follow the cell phone and electronic device usage policy throughout the
academic school day. Additionally, please understand that this policy will be strictly enforced for all of our students.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation in this matter.

Genesis Parent Module-The administration and teaching staff are very pleased with the increased communication with
both our students and parents due to the Genesis Parent Module. The Genesis Parent Module is informative and
beneficial to every student at Spotswood High School. Parents that are actively involved in their child’s academic
progress and overall school performance will find that their child will work accordingly to reach their maximum
potential. In order to run this program in a highly efficient manner, it is very important that the school has current and
accurate email addresses for each parent. With the majority of our parents having email available, the need to mail out
progress reports and report cards will no longer exist since all parents will be constantly updated on their child’s
progress. If a parent or guardian does not have email, alternative arrangements will be made by the school regarding
correspondence.

To create an online account for the Genesis Parent Module, please email your name, home address, valid email address,
and your child’s name attending the high school to PaHelp@spsd.us. If you need to add an incoming freshman to an
existing Genesis account, please email the request with above information so that the student can be added to your
account. If a parent or guardian does not have email access, please call 732-723-2200 extension 1040 and alternate
arrangements will be made by the school regarding correspondence.

The teaching staff and the administration are looking forward to another outstanding academic year at Spotswood High
School. I want to thank the parents in advance for their continued support in our efforts to make Spotswood High the
BEST!

Sincerely,

Fhomas Calder
Principal
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