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Course Description:
This course includes the study of the basic concepts and skills of Chemistry and Physics. Students will engage in inquiry based investigations/experiments in which they work cooperatively to discover and solve problems. The investigations will stress scientific process and application skills in which data is collected in order to make conclusions that answer key questions. These skills are integrated into the teaching of the required science content in order to combine reasoning and thinking with scientific knowledge. A key responsibility will be maintaining a well-organized detailed SCIENCE notebook because investigations form the backbone of the course. Major concepts grow out of the investigations. Since this class attempts to be inquiry-based, attendance is absolutely necessary for success. Many  in-class lab experiences simply cannot be simulated at home or done outside of class.
Required Materials:

1  inch  3 ring  binder w/loose leaf paper 

50  clear sheet protectors for binder    

Blue/black pen or pencil (preferably mechanical) 

Course Content:

Content and objectives are defined by the Alabama Career and College Readiness Standards (ACCRS).  We will cover the topics on the following schedule:

Chemistry:

Lab Safety, Controlled Experiments, Measurements and Graphing

Properties of Matter and Atomic Structure

Periodic Table and Chemical Bonding

Chemical Reactions and Solutions

Physics:

Motion: Speed, Velocity and Acceleration

Motion: Forces and Newton’s Laws

Motion: Energy

Class Rules and Expectations:

1. Be resourceful-Come to class on time and prepared with supplies.

2. Be respectful to others and their property

-No profanity

-Raise your hand to comment or answer questions

-Remain in your seat unless you have permission (Be in your proper place)

        3.  Be responsible-Keep area around your desk clean.

        4.  Follow the DRESS CODE

        5.  FOLLOW THE GUIDELINES IN THE STUDENT HANDBOOK.

* Students will be expected to follow all laboratory safety rules. Misbehavior in a laboratory setting will not be tolerated and may result in a zero for the laboratory work and possible suspension from the lab.
ELECTRONICS

*Cell phones are to remain out of site during class.  

- First offense is a warning.

- Second, I will hold phone till end of class. 

- Third, hold phone till end of class with parent contact.

-After that will result in a conference/office referral.

* Computers will be used for academic purposes. However, if you are caught abusing this privilege (games, social media), your device will be confiscated.

Grading Policy:  
Grades will be calculated in INOW program using the following percentage weights:

Tests/Quizzes




 


 
Report or Presentation
       
 
Notebook Check

Lab  Activities

 

                   

Homework Assignments
                   
Daily Bell ringers                               





                                                
       2nd SEMESTER  Average = (0.4 x 3rd 9 Wks average) + (0.4 x 4th 9 Wks average) + (0.2 x 2nd Semester Exam)
Binder Check: In order to keep up with your assignments, you need to have a 3-ring binder with sheet protectors specifically for science. It is important that you keep your notebook ORGANIZED because binders will be checked before every unit/chapter test (every 5 assignments). This will ensure the material is obtained and gathered by each student to better prepare the student for tests and quizzes. 
BINDER/CLASSWORK ORGANIZATION 40%
ALL handouts and assignments must be in sheet protectors.
Your science BINDER consists of the following sections:

· 1  Course syllabus

· 2  Lab Safety Rules
· 3 Daily Bell Ringers
· 4  Written Assignments/ Lab Activities
*Keep all graded work. DO NOT throw away graded assignments. 

*You must have the graded paper in order for me to make changes should there ever be a mistake.

Makeup-Policy:

If you are absent for any excused reason as defined the student handbook, you will be allowed to make up classwork and/or examinations missed during said absences(s).  Make-up assignments will be placed in Make-Up folders for student access.  It is your responsibility to retrieve this information and makeup any missed assignments before notebook check and chapter tests. 

Late work (notebook, class work, projects) can be turned in 1 day late with a 10 point reduction in grade.  Late homework will only be accepted in the case of an EXCUSED ABSENCE.

Blendspace
I will use Blendspace to post all class assignments and homework online. If you miss class or have incomplete work, you can get makeup class assignments on Blendspace.

Go to www.blendspace.com         

SIGN UP as a student
REGISTER using  your email,  username, and password  (Make sure you will remember this information to log in)
JOIN CLASS:  Type in code  YOZV
Remind 101

	· Parents and students are invited to join my Remind "class". 

Just text this number: 81010 with the message: @boydbchs      or  
                          (205) 614-5501 with message: @boydbchs
· If this is your first time to join Remind, it will ask you to respond with a name. I am the only one who will see this. I will use Remind 101 to send out important updates and reminders for homework/tests. Generally this will also come in handy during severe weather days or late starts.


***********************************************************************************

Please sign below to indicate that you have read the course sheet for Ms. Boyd’s class and that you will help your student be accountable for the information. If you have questions about the course or your student’s work, please do not hesitate to contact me; email is the best way to reach me quickly. See the front of this sheet for my email address.  

            ___________________________________              __________________________________

STUDENT  printed name
                                      STUDENT  Signature

___________________________________

__________________________________

Parent/Guardian printed name


Parent/Guardian Signature

___________________________________

__________________________________

Parent/Guardian e-mail (please print)

Parent/Guardian daytime phone number

Parents and guardians, please CIRCLE the best way for me to contact you:
e-mail 


 
        

phone

Name________________________


Block______





Conference: M-F  Call office to schedule appointment


Phone:  (205) 432-3700


Email  lboyd@bessk12.org





50 %





Grade Scale: 


A=90-100


B=80-89%


C=70-79%


D=60-69%	


F=59% or less


			








40%
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