English 9
Syllabus

Ms Collins

Contact information:
Email: collinsa@genevacityschools.com
Welcome to my class!

I would like to welcome each of you to my English and literature class.  I hope that all of you had a relaxing vacation, and are now ready to buckle down and begin a new semester. In this class we will be working with the English language and how to use it to improve your speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills.  You should be able to use these skills in you everyday life from now an on throughout your academic, professional, and personal life.  Here are a few reminders and hints that will make this semester run as smoothly as possible. Please keep it in your English notebook at all times so you can refer back to it as needed.

Materials

Bring the following every day to class:

1. Pens (blue or black ink only) and pencils
2. Three ring binder large enough to house the following:

a. Journal entries

b. Lecture notes

c. Literature notes

d. Grammar notes

e. Vocabulary

3. Five tabbed dividers (will be used to separate the five sections of the ring binder)

4. Loose-leaf paper

5. Index cards for research paper (color and size to be specified at a later date)
The following are greatly appreciated, but not required:

· hand sanitizer
· facial tissues

· paper towels

Class Rules

1. Have all materials (including your attention) ready by the time the bell rings.

2. Raise your hand and wait to be recognized before speaking.

3. Keep your hands off property that belongs to another student.

4. No one will be dismissed until the teacher says you may leave.

5. Follow all directions the first time you hear them.

6. No food or drink is allowed in the classroom.

Consequences

I will have a discipline book that students must sign when they misbehave.  The book will help me the students keep up with their misbehavior. The students get five chances each nine weeks before they will be referred to the principal for further disciplinary action. The consequences are as follows:

First offence:  Sign the Discipline Book and the student is the last out of the room at the end of class

Second Offense: Sign the book, last out, and the student must write a 250 word letter of apology explaining his or her actions during recess.

Third Offense: sign book, last out, the student must write a letter during recess to his or her parent or guardian explaining his or her actions along with a note from me, and both must be returned signed by the parent or guardian.

Fourth offense: sign the book, last out, afternoon detention. I will phone the parents explaining the situation.

Fifth offense: sign the book, and student will be sent to the principal for further disciplinary action.

***I retain the right to skip any of the steps if I determine that the student’s behavior is extreme.*** The students’ warning is when I first explain the rules.  No further warnings will be given.

Grading System

Tests: 50%

Quizzes: 10%

Writing Assignments: 20%

Research Paper/Semester Test: 15% 

Homework/Daily work: 5%

All assignments are to be completed on time.  Failure to do so will result in a lowered grade.

Tests

Tests will be given about every week.  The tests will cover grammar, literary terms, and/or information on reading selections.  The format of the tests will include multiple-choice, short answer, true/false, fill in the blank, and essay.  I will tell you what test format you will have before the day of the test.

Study Guides

I will provide study guides before each major test (not quizzes).  These study guides are a tool for you to make sure that you know the information that will be covered, not a copy of the test itself!  DO NOT wait until the last minute to begin studying for the test.  Study guides are a privilege for you.  If I find that students are not using them, throwing them away, or not utilizing them in the way that they are intended, I will stop providing them for you.  This is your only warning.

Study Groups

If at any time you feel that you do not understand the material or would like extra practice, please make arrangements with me and we can set up a meeting after or before school to go over information.  I will arrive at 7:00 on Wednesdays and leave at 4:00 for any student that wants an impromptu study session.

Quizzes

Quizzes will be announced and unannounced as needed.  You can count on at least one quiz per week.  Homework can be taken up as a quiz grade.  Quizzes will serve as a guide for me to judge if you have mastered the material or need more information.  Quizzes are not punishment, but a tool for understanding.

Writing Assignments

There will be a biweekly writing assignment due on Thursday.  Topics will be given on Monday.  Late assignments will NOT be accepted without an excuse.  Planned field trips are not valid excuses.  If you know that you will be absent, turn in the assignment by 3:00 the day before.  

Research Paper

The research paper is a crucial part of the 9th grade curriculum.   We will spend a significant amount of time discussing what a research paper is, and how to write one correctly.  More information will be given to you as the semester continues.

Homework

Homework is expected to be completed at all times.  I do not assign homework randomly and I expect your full effort to be applied to all assignments.  I will begin grading all homework assignments as quiz grades if I notice that your effort declines.

Make Up Work

All assignments and handouts will be put in your folder.  If you have an excused absence you must go to the folder and look for any assignments that you have missed.  Any makeup work not turned in by the following week that you return will receive a zero. 

All unexcused absences to not qualify for make up work.  You are also encouraged to go to your classmates to get notes that you may have missed.
Student Participation

I encourage all students to participate in class by asking questions, even to those who do not have their hands up.  I call on students to answer questions if I believe they are not paying attention.  I will not award bonus points for paying attention—it is expected of you.

Teaching Methods

I will use a variety of methods for instruction. They include lecture, class discussion, group work/presentations, oral presentations, and use of audio video material.  I expect your full attention at all times during instruction and independent practice.

I have read and understand all of the above guidelines and procedures:

Student Signature:_________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature:________________________________

Parent/Guardian email:____________________________________
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