Accelerated Reading 2017-2018 Guidelines

As you may be aware, Geneva County Elementary School uses the computerized reading management software program, Accelerated Reader (AR).  AR seeks to improve reading comprehension while motivating students to read.

Your child’s AR level is based upon how he/she did on the STAR program assessment, which assesses a child’s reading level.  Students began taking AR tests on August 8.  All AR books are easily identified by a special label located on the book, which shows that book’s AR level.  The students are able to take AR test on books that are within their reading level and grade level. The student accumulates points based on the book’s level and the number of questions answered correctly. To calculate student’s AR goals, we use the goals chart/AR calculator provided by the Accelerated Reading Program.  Each grade level has their own reading goals. Those goals are located at the bottom of this letter.   

Students will not be allowed to carry over extra points from one semester to the next semester.  All students must earn the point goals indicated for each semester at the beginning of each testing times.  

Students must also maintain an average of 80% correct for Kindergarten thru 2nd grade and 85% for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grades on their quizzes.  Points alone do not earn rewards.

We are in the process of working on different incentives for students reaching their goals. We will have two Semester parties. At the end of the first semester of school, students who have met their semester goals will participate in a movie party.  All students at GCES who earned their goals will travel to the movie theater to see a movie and enjoy a popcorn snack. This party will take place after our Christmas Break. The second Semester AR party will be determined at a later date.  This party will take place after May 4, 2018. Students will begin earning points for this party Jan. 5.  Last day to take test for this party is May 4.  Look for information about the second Semester AR party later on in the year.

We will also have an AR Wall of Fame in the lunchroom.  Students will earn the opportunity to place their name on the wall as they earn points.  The first goal is 10 points, then 25 points, and then 50 points.  We will also be presenting trophies to our top three overall GCES students and overall grade level students.  These students earned the most Accelerated Reading points and maintained their percent correct goals for the 2017 - 2018 school year. All students who have met their Grade Level Goals or Challenge Goals will receive a certificate of participation at the Honor's Day program.

AR Guidelines:

· Tests will not be deleted just because a student did not do well.

· Students not turning in or paying for lost or damaged library books will not participate in AR parties.

· Cheating will not be tolerated.  Students who are caught cheating on AR tests will receive a zero on the test and parents will be contacted.  The second time caught cheating, they will receive a zero on the test, parent contact and excluded from the AR parties.

We want AR and reading to be fun and exciting for the students, and your support is appreciated!  If you have any questions, please call Sandy Kinman at 588-2923 or email me at kinmans@genevacoboe.org.

Check out our school website for more information about AR, pictures of parties, and upcoming events.  

http://genevaes.genevacountyschools.com/
Accelerated Reading Schedule:

1st Semester- August 8, 2017 thru December 19, 2017 (AR Movie Party)

2nd Semester- January 5, 2018 thru May 4, 2018 (To be determined at a later date.)

5th Grade Goals:

Semester Goal: 

48 points

Grade Level Goal:              72 points

Challenge Goal:                 96 points







