
BGIS Parents, 

We definitely live in a different world from the one in which most of us grew up. Comput-

ers, cell phones and web-based access to information all provide both convenience and 

headache. Students struggle with this world, but often not as much as the adults helping 

them. Students today are digital natives and know no different way…they aren’t afraid to 

take a risk and don’t always see the dangers of putting your personal information out in the 

often dangerous world of the internet. Yet, today’s kids pick up on use of these tools so 

much more easily than the rest of us…we are the digital aliens…new to this world. It often 

leads us to get frustrated as parents when trying to help our child succeed. 

Teaching responsibility is one of our core areas of focus at BGIS. Students at this age should 

be transitioning into a time where they are responsible for their homework, classwork and 

projects. They should know how to access the iNow Home Portal and begin learning to check 

and monitor their own grades. These goals require technology navigation skills, organiza-

tion, maturity and good study habits. Just like math and reading these are areas that have 

to be explicitly taught to students and some need more support than others. They are at all 

different levels of maturity just as in other areas of school.  

We know that some of the technology tools used today can be overwhelming to parents 

also. Teacher blogs, Google Classroom, online agendas etc., all can be very helpful tools, 

yet take some getting used to from a support aspect. I have seen this in my own home with 

my own kids. It gets complicated with multiple tools used by multiple teachers. Know that we 

are working to streamline our resources and help teach students and parents alike to more 

efficiently access needed information. Please do not hesitate to reach out for help from 

your homeroom teacher or one of our office staff members. We will direct you to someone 

who can help. 

Beyond the individual support as needed, we are trying to be proactive. Our Open House 

event was designed to have you meet with your child’s teachers to better understand their 

classroom approach. This is conference season so take that as a time to meet with your 

child’s teachers to ask any questions or express any concerns in this area. We are also of-

fering support sessions currently and more in the future plan to help parents navigate this 

strange new world. Our second semester Parent Academy night will have sessions offered. 

On the next page is our first parenting session for support. Feel free to join us or reach out 

with questions and/or concerns. 
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Dates to Note for   

OCTOBER 

Oct 2nd –

Oct 27th 

Earthsavers Club 

Collecting Shoes 

for Sugarbelle 

Foundation 

Oct 5th  Bumpus vs. 

Thompson at 

HHS 

Oct 9th School Holiday 

for students 

Oct 10th-

13th 

National School 

Lunch Week 

Oct 12th Make Up School 

Picture Day 

Oct 17th  Spirit Night at 

Zaxby’s 
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Scott L. Mitchell,    Ed. S 

Principal, Brock’s Gap Intermediate School 

Hoover City Schools 

1730 Lake Cyrus Club Drive 

Hoover, AL 35244-4182 

(205) 439-1600 school office 



6TH GRADE: THEN and NOW:  
Morphing into a 21st century parent 

 
 

Have you heard of a Gizmo? What about the online agenda? What is Newsela? 
How does Google Classroom work?  

Come and discover what a day in the academic life of your sixth grader looks and 
feels like! We will cover all of those topics and much more. See how these re-
sources impact your student's learning!  

You are invited to choose a time on Tuesday, October 17 that best fits your sched-
ule and spend some time with Ms. Carol Lollar and Mrs.Leigh Ann Roe. We are 
two experienced National Board Certified teachers and Moms who have survived 
sixth grade with our own children!  

Click on this link and complete the form...we look forward to seeing you there! 
Invitation for Parents 

https://docs.google.com/a/hoover.k12.al.us/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScZ5l3UwI9fpRAkBkUFKlJwaBusMIzgrmhi8lP8h-EOSVcQWQ/viewform


It’s PROMO TIME!  Planet Fundraiser will 

be giving us 101% of all one time 

donations for the month of October!

(up to $5,000)

Magazine sale Fundraiser
THANK YOU students for working so hard to help our 
school with this fundraiser!

THANK YOU parents for supporting your child and 
BGIS!

You can continue making online purchases to benefit 
BGIS!  

Simply go to www.gaschoolstore.com and use code 2964313.



The drawing for prizes will take place in March 2018, but your 
child can be entered into the drawing throughout the school 
year each time you send in 20 Box Tops. So submit those Box 

Tops early and often!  To have your name included in the prize 
drawing, place 20 unexpired Box Tops in a Ziploc bag along with 
one of the drawing entry forms sent home with your child.  OR 
please include your child’s name, teacher, and team on a sheet 

of paper in the envelope or baggie with the Box Tops.

You can also find additional 
drawing forms on the PTO 

website on the BGIS homepage.

Brock’s Gap will be participating in the Box Tops 
for Education™ program again this year!

Student Name:

Homeroom Teacher:

Team:

Student Name:

Homeroom Teacher:

Team:

Student Name:

Homeroom Teacher:

Team:

Student Name:

Homeroom Teacher:

Team:

Student Name:

Homeroom Teacher:

Team:

Student Name:

Homeroom Teacher:

Team:



HAVE YOU BEEN 
WONDERING WHERE 

YOU CAN GET THOSE 
GREAT BGIS T-

SHIRTS ALL OF THE 
COOL KIDS HAVE 
BEEN WEARING?

Check out the spiritwear
available on 

myschoolfees.com

There are adult sizes available for 
field trips, Spirit Events, school 
activities, and of course, casual 
Friday!  
Get one before they are gone!







Mrs. Stewart needs help shelving all the books and other special projects in the 
library.  Volunteers can come between 12:30 and 2:30  each day.  Any time you 
can offer will be appreciated and very helpful. If you can help out in the library, 
please click on the link below.   

Also our Fall Book Fair will be October 30th—November 3rd.  If you would like 
to help with this event please email Ms. Stewart at rstewart@hoover.k12.al.us 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945aea92cab9-library 

The Art Room is looking for parent volunteers to hang artwork this year. Con-
tact Sara Thompson at  (sathompson@hoover.k12.al.us) if you could help with 
this project.  

 

Curriculum Update  
 

Cold Reads - Several parents have asked about the purpose of the "cold reads," so we 
want to share the school and district philosophy with you regarding these challenging as-
sessments. Cold reads are assessments that we give periodically throughout the year to 
determine if students are mastering objectives and reading on grade level text. The text is 
at a 5th or 6th grade level and questions focus on previously taught objec-
tives.  These cold reads prove to be challenging for students, but it allows teachers to de-
termine if your child has mastered the skills on a grade level text. This test is only a small 
part of your child's grade, so with hard work on classroom assignments and homework, 
strong grades are able to be maintained.  
If you have questions or concerns your child's English language arts teacher or Mrs. 
Melissa Leahey, our Literacy Coach, will be happy to help. 
mleahey@hoover.k12.al.us 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080945aea92cab9-library
mailto:sathompson@hoover.k12.al.us
mailto:mleahey@hoover.k12.al.us


 
The Hoover City Schools Foundation is pleased to announce the start of "Commit to 
36", our annual fundraising campaign.  
Each family in our district is being asked to donate $36, which is $1 per week of 
school.  
The Foundation will use your donations to fund teacher grants and programming. 
Over $50,000 has been awarded to teachers this year!   
Please consider supporting The Hoover City Schools Foundation in our mission to 
support our schools.  
Donations can be made at www.CommitTo36.com.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Make up Day for School Fall pictures  

will be Thursday, Oct. 12th  
at 10 am. 

http://www.committo36.com/


Dear Parents and Guardians,   

                                

      We would like to take a moment to introduce ourselves to you 

and your family.  Our names are Mrs. Bruno and Mrs. Robichaux 

and are the School Counselors at Brock’s Gap Intermediate 

School  for the 2017-2018 school year. We are excited and honored 

to be a part of this amazing team of educators and staff. We look 

forward to helping your student(s) succeed to meet their own per-

sonal goals for this school year and beyond. 

 

 Counseling sessions in a school setting are typically short-term 

in nature and focus on solutions to help your child succeed in all 

areas of their development. Counseling activities can include indi-

vidual or group counseling and whole class lessons.   Your student 

may be referred to counseling from a teacher, staff member or 

from you as a parent/guardian.  To make a referral, you may visit 

our website or email us personally.        

  

 Please call or email us if you have ANY questions or concerns. 

We are thrilled to be working with your students! Have a great 

start to the school year everyone.  

 

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 Mrs. Bruno     Mrs. Robichaux    

 

 5th Grade Counselor   6th Grade Counselor 

 

 205-439-1624     205-439-1634 

 

 cbruno@hoover.k12.al.us  nrobichaux@hoover.k12.al.us 

 
 
   



 
 
Dear Parents and Guardians,  

This year at Brock’s Gap Intermediate School we are going to be do-
ing career spotlights throughout the year. WE NEED YOU! We want our 
parents to be our spotlights. We are asking that you video yourself an-
swering a few questions and the video will be shared in our broadcast an-
nouncements.  

 
We are looking for a variety of people interested in telling our stu-

dents about their career. Many of our students are unaware of the career 
opportunities available to them and this is a fantastic way to provide them 
with first hand knowledge of potential career paths. This is also a great 
way for you to get involved in BGIS and make an impact on the students’ 
future.  

 
If you are interested in recording a short 2 minute video telling the 

students about a “day in the life” of your job, please complete the following 
link. http://bit.ly/2vDNqdu  

 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. The infor-

mation is also on the Guidance & Counseling page on the Brock’s Gap 
website.  

 
Thank you,  
Catherine Bruno 
Coley Robichaux 

http://bit.ly/2vDNqdu




 
 
SAY IT: 
Friendship is using your words and actions to show others you care. 
 
KNOW IT: 
Ask a kid: 
• What are some things that your best friend does to make you feel special? 
• Who are some grownups you know that are good friends? 
Ask a grown up: 
• Has there ever been a time where a friend let you down? Explain. 
 Share a story of a time you were a good friend to someone who was in a difficult sit-

uation. 
 
SEE IT: 
Discuss the movie Toy Story as a family (the theme song 
“You’ve Got a Friend in Me” says it all). Specifically talk about how Woody and Buzz 
look past their differences and make an effort to say or do something nice to show that 
they care. 
 
BE IT: 
A couple nights each school week, ask your child(ren) how he/she was a good friend 
to someone at school that day. Examples might be: 
• Making an effort to welcome a new student and show them around the school 
• Defending a classmate when they are being treated unfairly 
• Letting an adult know when a student needs help and is in trouble 
• Sharing a snack with someone who didn’t bring anything. 



 
 
DILO: 
La Amistad es cuando usas palabras y acciones que muestran a otros que te impor-
tan. 
 
CONÓCELO: 
Pregunta a un niño/a: 
• ¿Cuáles son las cosas que tu mejor amigo/a hace para hacerte sentir especial? 
• ¿Quiénes son los adultos que tú conoces que son buenos amigos? 
Pregunta a un adulto: 
• ¿Ha habido alguna vez que un amigo/a te falló? Explica. 
• Comparte una historia de cuando fuiste un buen 
amigo/a con alguien que estaba en una situación difícil. 
 
MIRALO: 
Habla sobre la película Toy Story en familia (el tema de la canción “You’ve Got a 
Friend in Me” lo dice todo). Específicamente habla acerca de cómo Woody y Buzz 
dejaron pasar sus diferencias e hicieron un esfuerzo en decir o hacer algo simpático 
para mostrar que a ellos les importan. 
 
HAZLO: 
Padres, algunas veces por la noche pregunta a tu/s hijo/s como ellos fueron Buenos 
amigos con alguien en la escuela ese día. Algunos ejemplos pueden ser: 
• Hacer un esfuerzo para darle la bienvenida a un Nuevo estudiante y enseñarle los 
alreadedores de la escuela. 
• Defender a un compañero/a de clase cuando lo/la estén tratando injustamente. 
• Avisar a un adulto cuando un/a estudiante necesita ayuda y esté en problemas. 
• Compartir alguna merienda con alguien que no trajo nada para el almuerzo. 



September Character Winners: 
 
 6th grade: 

Discoverers: Cooper Christian and Phanuelle Manuel 
Explorers: Jay Briskin & Nadia Washington 
Voyagers: Josh Carrington & Brooke Delosa 
Navigators: Claire Ransom & William Baker 
  
  
5th grade: 
Discoverers: Joshua Foster & Brianna Harvey 
Explorers: Kaleigh Reamsma & Ryan Stone 
Voyagers: Addie Bellizio & Zac Coleman 
Navigators: Mia Mojica & Calvin Maina  

Character Trait of the Month 

Friendship 

Using your words and actions to show others you care. 



Community Service is defined as those activities which assist others or the commu-
nity for which the student receives neither pay nor academic credit.   
  
Suggested Activities includes:  tutoring, yard work for an elderly neighbor, being a 
“mother’s helper” for small children other than your family, library volunteer, home-
less shelters, Humane Society, church nursery, environmental projects, etc.  
  
This form should be turned into either Mrs. Robichaux or Mrs. Bruno by May 7, 
2018.    
 
Students can pick up a community service form in the front office, 3tr floor office or 
from their counselor, Mrs. Robichaux (6th grade counselor) or Mrs. Bruno (5th grade 
counselor) 
 
 

 

At Brock's Gap the school counseling services are addressed through the 
three major domains of the American School Counselor Association- Academ-
ic, Career, and Personal/Social. We're asking parents, teachers, and students 
to complete a short needs assessment in order to help us provide services 
through our counseling program.  
 
http://bit.ly/2vOfbUK 

 
Thank you for your time and input.  We look forward to working and collabo-
rating with you this year! 

http://bit.ly/2vOfbUK


Brock’s Gap Intermediate School  

Record of Community Service Hours  

 

Name ________________________________________________ Grade _________________ 

Homeroom Teacher ______________________________________ 

Community Service is defined as those activities which assist others or the community for which the 

student receives neither pay nor academic credit.    

Suggested Activities includes:  tutoring, yard work for an elderly neighbor, being a “mother’s helper” for small 

children other than your family, library volunteer, homeless shelters, Humane Society, church nursery, envi-

ronmental projects, etc.   

This form should be turned into either Mrs. Robichaux or Mrs. Bruno by May 7, 2018.    

Thirty (30) hours of service are required to earn an award.  

 

 

 

Total Number of Hours ___________________ 

I agree that I have performed the above hours.   

__________________________________________________ ______________________ 

Student Signature        Date  

_______________________________________________  ______________________ 

Counselor Signature      Date  

Date of Activity Community Service Location/Activity Hours Logged Signature of Service Supervisor 

        

        

        

        

        

        

        



 

 

Parents:   
The health heroes with HNH Immunizations will be at Brock's 
Gap on Tuesday October 17, 2017 to give flu shots to all stu-
dents.  This is for students with any health insurance or with-
out health insurance. This is no out of pocket cost.  A permis-
sion form will be sent home October 2nd with all students.  If 
you would like your child to receive the flu shot please com-
plete the permission form with and return by October 13, 
2017. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tyra Walker, RN 
School Nurse 
Brocks Gap Intermediate 
Phone  439-1630 
Fax 439-1601 





News 

 

 

At BGIS for our 5th and 6th graders we have Friday Night School as an option for students who need to make-
up work or spend additional time on assignments. This time is not considered a punishment; instead, this time is 
an opportunity for students.   
 
Friday school will begin next Friday, September 15 from 3:15 P.M.-7:15 P.M.  Arrangements must be made 
ahead of time through homeroom teachers. From time to time teacher may contact parents to request students 
attend this opportunity to help academic catch up. Students are allowed to leave early if they finish their work 
and arrange parent pickup. Parents simply park and wait at the front door in their cars until students finish in 
their room and are released to exit the building through the front lobby.  
 
Friday Night School is facilitated by BGIS certified teachers who are working in this capacity to help students 
meet their academic needs. Different teachers sign-up and serve each week. 
 
If you are interested in this opportunity, reach out to your child's homeroom teacher to make arrangements.  

SCA Officers for 2017-2018 

 
 

5th Grade        6th Grade 

 

President 

Elizabeth Rhea 

 

Vice President 

Wilson Quinn   

 

Secretary 

Nia Brown   

 

Historian 

Rachel Kykendall   

Izzie Brocato   

 

Treasurer 

Lily Hunter  

Friday Night School 

President 

John Mark Norris 

 

Vice President 

Skylar Niblett 

 

Secretary 

Lily Bowen 

 

Historian 

Makenzie Newsome 

 

Treasurer 

Sara Hancock 

Congratulations!  



 
Books,  

Boys, and  
Basketball 

 
 

When: Tuesday, September 19th from 3:00 to 4:00   

(every other week) 

Location: in the gym 

Bring: a book that you are reading 

Who: BOYS 

Sponsors: Mr. Williams, Coach A and Mrs. Leahey 

Students are responsible for a ride home at 4:00. 



BGIS now has a STEAM Lab!  We are looking to collect supplies for the lab that 
will help our students learn awesome Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and 
Mathematics skills.  We are looking for the community to help by donating Legos 
(even used), pool noodles, Popsicle sticks, straws, tape, marbles, cups, paper 
plates, rubber bands, crayons, markers, clay, play dough, string, lights, etc.  Even 
basic tools would be awesome!  Anything that you may have just lying around the 
house and aren't using, we can find a way to use it in the STEAM Lab.  Please 
send supplies to Ms. Willis' Computer Lab Room in 113.  We are looking to put a 
STEAM drop box out in the lobby so details will come soon on that.  Please email 
any questions or comments to chwillis@hoover.k12.al.us.  

  
SHOES for Sugarbelle 

Beginning October 2-27 the Earthsavers/Science Club will be collect-
ing shoes for our Shoes For Sugarbelle  Fundraiser. Please send in your used/
old shoes.  THANK YOU!! 
 
 

About the program: 
Sugarbelle Foundation is a registered 501-c3, whose mission is to keep pets and people togeth-
er. We accomplish this by providing financial assistance, to the best of our ability, to pet own-
ers and Good Samaritans who have an animal in need, temporary fosters homes, food, and any 
other necessary items for pets and their people. 
All donated shoes are redistributed throughout the Funds2Orgs network of microenterprise 
partners in developing nations.  Funds2Orgs helps impoverished people start, maintain and 
grow businesses in countries such as Haiti, Honduras and other nations in Central America and 
Africa. Proceeds from the shoe sales are in turn to feed, clothe and house their families. 
Funds2Org believes the HAND UP is more beneficial than the HAND OUT because it 
teaches people how to be self-sufficient which is also what Sugarbelle Foundation strives to 
do when helping pets and their families.  

mailto:chwillis@hoover.k12.al.us


Mrs. Vines has some spots open for fifth graders to be a part of the instrument ensemble. 
Please let her know by bringing back a permission form or emailing her as soon as possible if 
you're interested in joining us.  She'll send more information about concerts and rehearsals 
after those interested have returned their forms.  *See Permission form below.  

September 13, 2017 
 

Dear Parents, 
 

Your child has expressed an interest in joining the Brock’s Gap instrument ensemble.  This group will meet 
outside of school hours.  I’m not sure which days but I’m leaning toward Wednesday after school until 4:00 and 
7:30 before school on Tuesday mornings. 
 

Students will not have to attend both rehearsals every week but will need to be present at the majority of morn-
ing OR afternoon rehearsals - missing no more than 2 after-school or before-school rehearsals per semester 
unless excused in advance or for sickness. I will send a more detailed policy after the group is chosen. 
 

There are 5 performance opportunities this year and students who are most prepared will be allowed to partici-
pate in some or all of these events. 
 

I will send more information on when these events are as soon as I have dates and times for all of them on a 
calendar. 
 

This letter is simply a way of informing you that your child would like to join the group and to get your permis-
sion for them to do so.  Please send the form below back to me as soon as possible so I can get started plan-
ning our performances. Thanks! 
 

Lisa Vines 

BGIS Music Teacher 
lvines@hoover.k12.al.us 
 

************************************************************************************************************* 
 

My child _____________________________________________________, 
 
 

_____ WILL be able to participate in the Brock ’s Gap instrument ensemble. 
 
 

_____ WILL NOT be able to participate in the Brock ’s Gap instrument ensemble. 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________     ______________________ 

Parent or guardian signature Date 

 



 

October - 2 October - 3 October - 4  October - 5 October - 6 

Cheese OR 

Pepperoni Pizza OR 

Lasgna Cheese 
Rollups 

 Potato Rounds 

Steamed Broccoli 
Fresh Salad Bar 
Mandarin Oranges 

Fresh Fruit 
Milk 
 
 
 

Chicken Crispitos 
OR 
Beef Taco Salad 
Seasoned Corn 
Chili Beans 
Fresh Fruit 
Milk 
 
 

 
Breaded Chicken 

Tenders OR 

Sliced Pork w/BBQ 
Sauce 

 Dinner Roll 
Green Beans 

Macaroni & Cheese 

Fresh Salad Bar 
Fresh Fruit 

Milk 
 

View Nutrients 

Meatloaf OR 

Turkey & Cheese 
Sub 

Roasted Red Pota-
toes 

Roasted Brussel 
Sprouts 

Fresh Salad Bar 
Fresh Fruit 
Milk 
 
 

Chicken Alfredo OR 

Fish Nuggets 

 Dinner Roll 
Steamed Carrots 

Zucchini Parmesan 
Crisp 

Fresh Salad Bar 
Fresh Fruit 
Milk 
 
 

 

October - 9 
October - 10 

October - 11 October - 12 October - 13  

 

  

Columbus Day 

No School  

 Chicken Crispitos 
OR 

Beef Taco Salad 
Seasoned Corn 

Chili Beans 
Applesauce 
Fresh Fruit 

Milk 
 
 

 Country Fried 
Steak OR 

Breaded Chicken 
Tenders 

 Dinner Roll 
Green Beans 

Brown Rice w/
Gravy 

Fresh Salad Bar 
Fresh Fruit 

Milk 
 
 

Breaded Chicken 
Sandwich OR 

Beef Tips & Rice 

Sweet Potato Fries 

Steamed Broccoli 
Fresh Salad Bar 
Fresh Fruit 
Milk 
 
 

 
Hamburger OR 

Hot Club Hoagie 
Sandwich 

 Potato Rounds 

Cheesy Cauliflower 
Fresh Salad Bar 

Fresh Fruit 
Milk 

 
 

  

The Lunchroom would love to help with Birthday Celebrations. If a parent would like 
to send money to purchase their student's homeroom ice cream they can do so. We 
will be making tickets for the  Birthday student to hand out to their class and when 
they come to the register we will collect the tickets and charge the Birthday student. 
The cost is .75 cents per ice cream. The students who receive a ticket must purchase 
the ice cream the day the tickets are handed out.  
 
Thank you for all of your support! 

http://www.hoovercityschools.net/Download.asp?L=3&LMID=519620&PN=DocumentUploads&DivisionID=9928&DepartmentID=9954&SubDepartmentID=5571&SubP=&Act=Download&T=1&I=657029








Hoover High School Math Team is again selling Indian River citrus fruit as its annual fall fundrais-
er.  Hopefully you have been hit up by one of our team members, but just in case you have not, I 
wanted to make sure you had an opportunity to order.  There are a different options this year, which 
are as follows: 
  
1) Navel Oranges - available in three sizes: 
    a) 10 lbs. (about 12-20 pieces) - $22 
    b) 20 lbs. (about 24-40 pieces) - $30 
    c) Vintage Grove Bags (about 12-16 pieces) - $20 
2) Ruby Red Grapefruit - available in three sizes: 
    a) 10 lbs. (about 8-12 pieces) - $20 
    b) 20 lbs. (about 16-24 pieces) - $28 
    c) Vintage Grove Bags (about 6-8 pieces) - $20 
3) Juicing (Hamlin) Oranges - 20 lbs. (about 40-50 pieces) - $28 
4) Mandarins - 10 lbs. (about 30-50 pieces) - $27 
5) Fancy Gift Pack - approx. 8 navel oranges, 6 ruby red grapefruit, and 8 red delicious apples - $35 
6) Mixed Box:  20 lbs. (about 12-20 navel oranges & 7-10 ruby red grapefruit) - $30 
 
We are taking orders through October 25, so don't delay.  Fruit will be delivered to the school be-
fore November 17 -- just in time for Thanksgiving! 
 
Orders can be emailed to Martin Rushano at mrashano@hoover.k12.al.us 

Hoover High Math Team Fruit Sale 




