
Citations For The Alabama Virtual Library or HHS 

Databases in MLA Style 
General Information  

 Always check with your teacher for additional requirements. 

 If information is missing, cite what is available and use these abbreviations for 

the missing information:   

o n.p. – no place of publication given 

o n.p. – no publisher given 

o n.d. – no date of publication given 

o n. pag. – no pagination given 

 Follow the steps below to create citations for your sources.  For further 

assistance, ask a library staff member.   

    

Before you begin, determine what kind of source you are citing (book; 

magazine, newspaper, or journal article; reference book entry;  or 

chart) 

 
1. Author’s name, if given: Last, First, followed by period 

 

2. Name of article or reference book entry in quotation marks followed by period OR 

title of book italicized.  If you are citing a non-reference book, skip to step 5.   

 

3. Name of periodical in italics NOT followed by a period and skip to step 6 OR title of 

reference book in italics, followed by a period.   

 

4.  If your book has an editor, put Ed. First name Last name followed by a period  

 

5.  If your book is published in a second or subsequent edition, put 2
nd

 ed., 6
th

 ed., 

Rev. ed., etc., followed by a period 

 

6. Publication information  

 Book (city: publisher, copyright date.)  

 Newspaper (day Month year: page number(s) such as D1+, A2, 28, etc.) 

 Magazine published every week or 2 weeks (day Month year: inclusive page 

numbers, if given, followed by a period)  

 Magazine published every month or 2 months (Month year: inclusive page 

numbers, if given, followed by a period)  

 Scholarly journal (volume number. issue number (year): inclusive page 

numbers.) 

 

7. Database name in italics followed with a period (examples:  Opposing Viewpoints 

Resource Center, Discovering Collection, Newspaper Source, Academic Search Elite, 

Literature Resource Center, etc.) 

 

8. The word Web followed with a period  

 

9. Date of access (day month year) followed by a period  



 

 
 
Magazine Article: 
 
Robinson, Eugene. "The Deconstruction of Tiger Woods." Ebony March 2010: 

64. MasterFILE Premier. Web. 16 Feb. 2010. 

Scholarly Journal Article:   

Privitera, Lisa. "Holden's Irony in Salinger's The Catcher in the RYE." 

Explicator 66.4 (2008): 203-206. Academic Search Elite. Web. 3 Feb. 

2010. 

Newspaper Article: 

Drovak, Phred. "On the Street and On Facebook: The Homeless Stay Wired." 

Wall Street Journal - Eastern Edition 30 May 2009: A1. MasterFILE 

Premier. Web. 23 Feb. 2010. 

Entry in a Reference Book: 
 
"Hemophilia." SICK! Diseases and Disorders, Injuries and Infections. Detroit:  

          U*X*L, 2008. Health and Wellness Resource Center.  Web. 16 Feb. 

          2010.   

"Introduction to Terrorism: Opposing Viewpoints." Opposing Viewpoints: 

           Terrorism. Ed. Laura K. Egendorf. San Diego: Greenhaven Press, 2000. 

           Opposing Viewpoints Resource Center. Web. 16 Feb. 2010. 

Walser, Richard. "Thomas Wolfe." DISCovering Authors. Detroit: 

          Gale, 2003. Discovering Collection. Web. 16 Feb. 2010. 

Statistical Table, Chart, or Graph: 

"Parents Show Concern over Television Violence." Chart. Opposing Viewpoints 
 
          Resource Center. Web. 16 Feb. 2010.  



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


