Double Entry Journal

The Iliad
	Questions/Details
(using Bloom’s Taxonomy)
	Answers/Conclusions

	(Prologue) 
1. Connect Paris’ beginnings with that of Oedipus.
2. What fairy tale reminds you of Eris not being invited to Zeus’ party? (connect/compare)
3. What prize does Aphrodite offer to Paris if he gives her the golden apple? (identify)
4. Read “The Marriage of Helen” and “Preparation for War” then explain why so many come to Menelaus’ aid when Paris takes Helen.
5. Name Achilles’ parents.
(Ch.1) 

1. Recall what you know of the gods and formulate a reason for why the story starts with “Sing, goddess, of the time when…”
2. Explain why it is such a big deal for Agamemnon (and then Achilles) to give up his prize of honor. What conclusion about Greek culture can you make from this?
(Ch.2) 

3. Give your opinion of Achilles in the opening of this chapter? Prove your thoughts with support.

4. Explain how Zeus helps Achilles. 

5. List some ways the gods intervene in the struggle between Paris and Menelaus.
(Ch.3) 

6. Contrast Paris and Hector. Support your thoughts with at least one example. 
(Ch.4) 

7.  Restate what Agamemnon wants to do. How do others view this?
8. Simplify the advice Phoenix gives to Achilles?

(Ch.5) 

9. Who do you think is to blame for Patroclus’ death? Defend your choice.

(Ch.6) 

10. Explain why Achilles finally decides to fight again.

11. Summarize Hector’s internal conflict. 

(Ch.7) 

12. Explain how Athena tricks Hector into fighting Achilles.

13. What does Achilles do to Hector’s corpse? Make a judgement call on this. Is it ok? Why or why not?

(Ch.8) 

14. What is the effect of not being properly buried?  

15. How does this story end? Is it sufficient? (Evaluate)

	


Response Journal - Discussion Questions: Answers are to be typed and turned in on 9/29. Each response should be at least a paragraph (5-6 sentences) in length.
1) In The Iliad, why is a person’s reputation worth more than wealth and power?  Is this still true today? Explain.
2) Why does Homer choose an argument over a woman as the cause of a tragic quarrel between Agamemnon and Achilles? Does it matter what actually causes the quarrel? Explain.

3) Describe Agamemnon as Achilles sees him. Is Achilles evaluation correct? Consider the following:

a. What makes Agamemnon apologize to Achilles?

b. Why does he give Achilles so many gifts?

c. Why does he send others to talk to Achilles instead of going himself?

4) Based on The Iliad, what kind of person is Achilles? What tests of character confront him? To what extent does he pass them? Which temptations does he resist, and which does he find irresistible? Why? How does his behavior affect his heroic image?

5) Achilles is considered to be the first tragic hero in Western literature. Evaluate the extent to which each of the following factors contributes to his tragedy:  (answer should be more than a paragraph)

a. Achilles knows that he will gain lasting fame, but at the cost of an early death, if he continues to fight in the war against Troy.

b. Achilles leaves the war in order to teach a lesson to Agamemnon and, to a lesser extent, the other Greek leaders. However, he must put that reason aside and reenter the war in order to avenge the death of Patroclus. 

c. Achilles leaves the war because he is denied Briseis, the tangible symbol of honor that he needs and has earned from Agamemnon. Yet he criticizes the obligations and the method of reward under which all Greek warriors fight, and his abdication is neither understood nor accepted by the other Greek warriors who he would have honor him.

6) To what extent, if any, are each of the following beings responsible for Patroclus’ death: a- Nestor; b- Achilles; c- Patroclus; d- Apollo; e- Hector?

7) What kind of person is Hector? What tests of character confront him? To what extent does he pass them? Which temptations does he resist, and which does he find irresistible? Why? How does his behavior affect his heroic image?

8) Why does Homer demonstrate Hector’s fear of Achilles? Does the fact that Hector runs from Achilles make him appear to be a coward or more courageous once he fights Achilles? Defend your point of view.

9) Why does Homer make Achilles so barbaric in his treatment of Hector’s corpse? Is this a comment on the nature of the warrior? Of a hero? Explain.

10) Why did Homer choose to end The Iliad so abruptly? What was his purpose in doing so?

