“The most original authors are not so because they advance what is new, but because they put what they have to say as if it had never been said before.”
--Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Guideline for Writing a Critical Analysis of an Article and a literary work!


Write your introductory paragraph. In your introduction, include the title and author of your article.  Article titles are in quotation marks. Identify the purpose of the article and then state your thesis.  Your thesis evaluates the significance of some aspect of the article (ex.: Sturgeon’s article is insightful because of her interesting point of view on the women’s roles in Beowulf.)

(Paragraph #1) – lead into thesis.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Body of the paper – Make sure that you have a topic sentence (arguable point)  and three examples from the article or from Beowulf to support your point. You must explain how your topic sentence point (ex. Sturgeon’s article points out honestly the flaws in Beowulf’s character) is proven in both the article with examples and in the poem, Beowulf.

(Paragraph 2) (Ex. TS – First, the article clearly shows that…)

TS1____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example 1 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 2 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 3 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding/Transition sentence_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





(Paragraph 3) (Ex. TS – Next, the article effectively explains…)

TS2____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example 1 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 2 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 3 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding/Transition sentence_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Paragraph 4) (Finally, Sturgeon’s analysis of the issue is strong because …)

TS3____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Example 1 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 2 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 3 and explanation
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Concluding______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



Conclusion –restate thesis; return to introductory paragraph; give more personal response; ask more questions; speak directly to the reader; expand scope; sum up; leave reader thinking.  MAKE A FINAL JUDGEMENT ON THE VALUE OF THE ARTICLE FOR Beowulf STUDY.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Don’t forget to do a Works Cited Page!!!  Include the article info and Beowulf on your WCP!
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