Alabama High School Graduation Exam Terms and Definitions
Exploration, Colonial America, A men can Revolution

1.
The Crusades — series of military campaigns by European Christians from 1096 to

1204 to win the Holy Land from Muslims.

2.
Renaissance — era of European history extending from the 1 300s to the 1 500s, during which time people sought personal fame, wealth, and advancement.

3.
Reformation — time period beginning at about 1517 when Christian unity in Europe was shattered as people revolted against teachings, practices, and scandals of the Catholic Church; led by Martin Luther.

4.
Columbian Exchange — the transatlantic trade of crops, technology, and culture between the Americas and Europe, Africa, and Asia that began in 1492 with Columbus’s first voyage to the New World.

5.
Conquistador — a Spanish conqueror.

6.
St. Augustine — presently the oldest European-founded city in the United States; founded by Spain in 1565.

7.
Jamestown — first permanent British settlement in America; founded in 1607.

8.
Virginia House of Burgesses — legislative body formed in Virginia colony in

1619; first representative form of government in America.

9.
“No taxation without representation” — attitude among colonial Americans that they should not be responsible for paying a series of taxes (Stamp Act, Sugar Act, Townshend Acts, etc.) imposed on the colonies by the British government when they had no representation in the British Parliament.

10.
French and Indian War — first world-wide war; Britain and the American colonists versus France; British were victorious and acquired Canada, almost all of North America east of the Mississippi River, and took Florida from Spain (an ally of France); the bitterness between France and Britain would eventually work in the favor of the colonists who appeal for French help in the American Revolution.

11.
Boston Massacre — Incident on March 5, 1770, in which British soldiers in Boston killed five colonists and wounded six others; hardly a massacre, but the name represents the propaganda of the time.

12.
Boston Tea Party—Incident in December 1773 when a large group of Boston radicals dressed up as Native Americans and marched onboard British ships bringing tea to the colonies and threw the tea into the harbor waters in protest of the tax on tea.

13.
Lexington and Concord — British soldiers were on their way to Concord, a small town about 20 miles outside of Boston, to raid warehouses where colonists were illegally stockpiling weapons. Colonial soldiers assembled at Lexington and slowed the advancing British. When a nervous amateur American militiaman accidentally let his gun go off, a battle broke out and the American Revolution got underway.

14.
Patrick Henry — said, “Give me liberty or give me death!”

15.
George Washington — commander-in-chief of the Continental Army.

16.
Samuel Adams — very effective propagandist and leader of a group of young, mostly male radicals in the colonists who worked to break away from British rule.

17.
Paul Revere — famous American who rode his horse through town alerting colonists to the fact that the British were moving toward Concord.

18.
Saratoga — the first major American victory in the American Revolution; proved to the world that the colonists were capable of winning the war; led to France openly committing its support to the colonists.

19.
Yorktown — the last major battle of the American Revolution.

20.
Treaty of Paris 1763 — see French and Indian War (this treaty ended the war).

21.
Treaty of Paris 1783 — three main Americans involved were John Jay, John

Adams, and Benjamin Franklin; British recognized independence of the United

States of America; set up following boundaries: Great Lakes (North), Mississippi

River (West), Atlantic Ocean (East), Northern Border of Florida (South) {Florida

was given back to Spain}.

The Foundation and Formation of the United States ofAmerica

22.
Magna Carta 1215— written document protecting the rights of English nobles, but it didn’t protect the rights of the common man; significance of this document is that it set the precedent that the king’s power WAS NOT absolute.

23.
John Locke — English philosopher who believed that the government should derive its powers from the people who formed it and who it governs.

24.
Jacques Rousseau — French philosopher who wrote The Social Contract in 1762; said that government is a contract among men (not God and men) and that rule should Z~ome from people, not the king.

25.
Montesquieu — published Spirit of the Laws in 1748; said that government should be separated into three branches — legislative, executive, and judicial; there should be a separation of powers between the branches with each branch serving as a “check” on the other to prevent any of the three from becoming too powerful.

26.
Great Awakening — general revival of evangelical Christianity in the American colonies; gave colonists a sense of nationalism before Revolution.

27.
First and Second Continental Congress — brought together delegates from each of the thirteen colonies except Georgia; represents first time colonists actually met together; served as a model for forming the U.S. government.

28.
Articles of Confederation — first constitution of the United States; weaknesses were that Congress could not tax, could not regulate foreign or domestic trade, could not settle disputes between states, could not enforce any of its powers, there was no executive or judiciary, and amendments could only be passed with unanimous support from the states; main strengths were that states retained their rights and a post office was established.

29.
Constitutional Convention — held in Philadelphia in 1787 to reform or completely overhaul the Articles of Confederation; the 55 delegates decided to throw out the Articles and set up a stronger central government with power to tax, enforce laws, and provide a national defense; delegates wanted a republic where people elected representatives to make and enforce laws; also wanted a written constitution.

30.
Federalism — another way to keep government from becoming too powerful; under this, powers are separated between the national government and several state governments; some powers are given exclusively to the national

government, some are reserved to the states, and some powers are shared between the state and national government (concurrent powers).

31.
Checks and Balances — see Montesquieu (#25); Example: legislature (Congress) makes the laws, executive (president) enforces the laws, and the judiciary (courts) interprets the laws.

32.
Federalists — supporters of the Constitution; believed the U.S. needed a strong central government; James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay wrote The Federalist Papers to persuade people to support the Constitution.

33.
Anti-Federalists — opponents of the Constitution; feared the central government would become too powerful at the expense of the states; most importantly, they argued that the Constitution lacked a bill of rights to protect individual liberties.

34.
Preamble to the Constitution — states the purpose of establishing a new government under the Constitution; does not enforce any law.

35.
Elastic Clause — gives Congress the power to pass legislation that is “necessary and proper” for doing its job; also called Necessary and Proper Clause.

36.
Bill of Rights — first ten amendments to the Constitution after it was ratified.

1.
Freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition.

2.
Right to keep and bear arms.

3.
Quartering of troops only with peoples’ permission.

4.
Search and seizure — police need a warrant.

5.
Rights of accused persons — right to remain silent and to attorney.

6.
Right to a speedy trial.

7.
Right to ajury in civil cases.

8.
Rights concerning bail, fines, and punishments.

9.
Powers reserved to the people.

10.
Powers reserved to the states.

37.
Hamilton’s Financial Plan for U.S. — wanted to create a national bank to receive taxes imposed by the government; had a loose interpretation of Constitution and said anything the Constitution didn’t specifically say the government COULD NOT do, the government could do.

38.
Jefferson’s Opposition to Hamilton’s Financial Plan — said a national bank was unconstitutional because the Constitution did not specifically authorize it, which is called a strict interpretation of the Constitution.

39.
Washington’s Farewell Address 1797 — emphasized three things: the U.S. should remain neutral and avoid permanent alliances with other nations; he spoke of the dangers of political parties; he believed good government was based on religion and morality.

40.
Formation of Political Parties:

Federalists
Favored a strong central government, wanted power in the hands of wealthy and well-educated, economy should be based on manufacturing, had a loose interpretation of the Constitution.

Democratic Republicans
Favored a weak central government, wanted power in the hands of the common people, economy should be based on agriculture, had a strict interpretation of the Constitution.

41.
Marbury v. Madison (1803) — Chief Justice John Marshall wrote for the court and established the Supreme Court’s right of judicial review, or the power of the Supreme Court to declare laws passed by Congress as unconstitutional.

42.
Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) — said that Congress alone has the power to regulate interstate and foreign commerce.

Growth of the New Nation

43.
Land Ordinance of 1785 — stated that the land area from the Ohio River to the Mississippi River would be made into new states when each territory reached the required number of people.

44.
Northwest Ordinance of 1787 — this allowed for the creation of three to five states in the Northwest Territory (Wisconsin, Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, and Indiana); guaranteed the inhabitants freedoms under the Bill of Rights, free education, and the prohibition of slavery.

45.
Louisiana Purchase (1803) — Robert Livingston negotiated the purchase of the Louisiana Territory from France for $15 million; being the largest land purchase at one time in U.S. history, it doubled the size of the country; none of the Native Americans living in the area were consulted about the deal.

46.
Lewis and Clark Expedition — along with their Native American translator, Sacajawea, these two men explored the Louisiana and Oregon Territories; provided Congress with valuable geographic information on the areas.

47.
Alabama Statehood — in 1819, Alabama became the 22’~’ state.

48.
Henry Clay’s American System — raised tariffs on imports to protect American industry, established a national bank, urged federal funding for internal improvements like canals and roadways; American System Big Government!!

49.
Examples of internal improvements during Era of Good Feeling — National Road (connected Maryland to Virginia) and Erie Canal (provided new shipping route from Buffalo, NY to Albany and from Albany to NYC), and steamboats became widely used at the time.

50.
Jacksonian Democracy — often term used to describe the “common man” presidency of Andrew Jackson; property qualifications for voting white males were dropped during his presidency.

51.
Indian Removal Act (1830) — ordered the forced removal of Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, and Seminoles to reservations in present-day Oklahoma; the Supreme Court ruled that the Indians had a right to their lands, but President Jackson ignored the high court’s ruling and sent in troops to carry out the Act; the movement of these peoples to Oklahoma became known as the Trail of Tears.

52.
Western Expansion Patterns— Oregon Trail (rich soil in Oregon Territory), Mormon Trail (irrigation made Utah Territory prosperous), California Trail (gold rush after discovery of gold at Sutter’s Mill in Sacramento), Santa Fe Trail (opened up trade with Mexico and Southwest U.S.).

53.
Texas Independence — occurred in 1836 after Sam Houston led a successful revolt to overthrow Mexican control over Texas; Battle of San Jacinto was the last major battle; Texas existed as independent country until 1845 when it became a state.

54.
Manifest Destiny — the American attitude that God willed the U.S. to spread all the way to the Pacific Ocean.

55.
Mexican War — occurred after Mexico refused to negotiate the sell of lands between Texas and California to the United States; U.S. won battle after battle, and Mexico eventually surrendered and sold the 1.2 million acres for $15 million; this completed the idea of Manifest Destiny.

56.
Noah Webster — created first American dictionary.

57.
Ralph Waldo Emerson — leader of transcendentalist movement that believed in individualism, self-reliance, and had a reverence for nature.

58.
Henry David Thoreau — he wrote about his motivation for living apart from society, his simply lifestyle, and his observance of nature.

59.
Walt Whitman — believed in the oneness of all humanity.

60.
Nathanial Hawthorne — wrote about sin, punishment, and atonement; The Scarlet Letter and The House of Seven Gables.

61.
Washington Irvin — Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of Sleepy Hollow.

62.
Edgar Allen Poe — master of the short story; wrote The Tell-Tale Heart and The Raven.

63.
James Fennimore Cooper — first great American writer; idealized American life in his action-packed novels such as The Last of the Mohi cans.

64.
Emily Dickinson — poet who loved writing about death, love, and immortality.

65.
Herman Melville — greatest work was Moby Dick.

66.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow — poet with simple style; wrote Paul Revere ‘s Ride

67.
Horace Mann — influential American educator who promoted the education of both men and women using public funds; created first public board of education in Massachusetts.

68.
Dorothea Dix — promoted legislation to improve mental institutions and prisons.

69.
Temperance Movement — consisted mainly of women, and promoted to moderate the use of alcohol (later wanted total prohibition of alcohol).

70.
Abolition Movement — movement to put an end to slavery.

71.
Harriet Tubman — hero of abolition movement who led slaves to freedom through the Underground Railroad (a network of people who helped slaves escape).

72.
Frederick Douglas — self-educated hero of abolition movement who became the most prominent African-American speaker for abolitionism.

73.
Harriet Beecher Stowe — wrote Uncle Tom’s Cabin; her horrible depictions of slave life helped influence northerners to support the abolition movement.

74.
Sojourner Truth — illiterate charismatic speaker who promoted the equality of all colors and both genders.

75.
William Lloyd Garrison — founded antislavery newspaper called The Liberator, helped found American Antislavery Society; fierce abolitionist.

76.
Elizabeth Cady Stanton — organized the first women’s rights convention known as the Seneca Falls Convention; promoted equal rights and abolition of slavery.

77.
Susan B. Anthony — promoted prohibition of alcohol, abolition of slavery, and the advancement of women’s rights; her group helped get the 19th Amendment to the Constitution passed in 1920, which gave women right to vote.

Secession and Resistance

78.
South — agriculture (plantations), few immigrants, imported much (opposed tariffs), opposed strong central government, supported strong state governments.

79.
North — industrial (factories), many immigrants, supported high tariffs to protect U.S. industry, supported strong central government to protect national interests.

80.
Missouri Compromise — occurred when Missouri’s application for statehood was seen as a threat to the balance between slave states and free states. This solution admitted Missouri as a slave state, but also Maine as a free state to keep the balance; also said any new territory acquired about the 36/30 would be free.

81.
Compromise of 1850— in this, Congress admitted California as a free state, but Utah and New Mexico Territories were allowed to decide for themselves whether they be slave or free (call popular sovereignty); this allowed for the spread of slavery, which made abolitionists very upset.

82.
Fugitive Slave Law — attached to the Compromise of 1850; forced all Americans to aid in returning escaped slaves to the South; very unpopular in the North.

83.
Kansas-Nebraska Act — repealed the Missouri Compromise by allowing the free and unorganized territories of Kansas and Nebraska to decide the issue of slavery through a vote.

84.
Bleeding Kansas — armed clashes between pro-slavery and abolitionist forces when the decision to be slave or free was being made; some argue that this is the first battle of the Civil War.

85.
Free-Soilers — party believing slavery must not be permitted in any new territory; eventually became the modern-day Republican Party.

86.
Brooks-Sumner Affair — occurred when U.S. Rep. Preston Brooks of South Carolina walked to onto the floor of the U.S. Senate and physically beat Republican Sen. Charles Sumner unconscious for critical comments the senator made about Brooks’ elderly uncle, Sen. Andrew Butler.

87.
Dred Scott Decision (1857) — no slave was a citizen according to the Constitution, non-citizens cannot bring a case to federal court, living in free states do not make slaves free, federal government must protect slave owners regardless of where they take their slaves.

88.
John Brown’s Raid — fierce abolitionist who led a band of followers to seize an arsenal at Harper’s Feny, Virginia; the men were captured by federal troops and Brown was executed for treason; abolitionists were sympathetic to Brown.

89.
Election of 1860 — after a split in the Democratic Party, Illinois Republican lawyer Abraham Lincoln was able to win the presidency; the South saw the victory of a Republican as a huge threat to its ideals and way of life.

90.
South Carolina was the first state to secede from the Union on Dec. 20, 1860.

91.
Confederate States of America — delegates from seven seceded states met in Montgomery, Alabama and established the CSA with Jefferson Davis as president; strong emphasis was placed on states’ rights.

92.
Fort Sumter— shots fired here on April 12, 1861 began the Civil War.

93.
Union Military Strategy — invade the South, destroy the South’s ability to wage a war, and lower the morale of Southern troops so they would no longer fight.

94.
Confederate Military Strategy — prolong the war until the North tires, convince Europe to support the South’s causes, and use the advantages of being familiar with the area and more competent generals.

95.
First Battle of Bull Run — humiliating defeat for the North; almost allowed for Confederate invasion of Washington, DC.

96.
Shiloh — bloodiest battle of the Civil War; no clear winner.

97.
Antietam — bloodiest one day battle in U.S. history; Northern victory; after this, Lincoln gave Emancipation Proclamation.

98.
Vicksburg — victory for the North that gave the Union control of the Mississippi River.

99.
Gettysburg — turning point of the war due to the Confederacy no longer being able to launch an offensive in Union territory.

100.
Sherman’s March — 60,000 men led by William T. Sherman marched from Chattanooga, Tenn. to Savannah, Ga. destroying everything in a 60-mile wide path.

101.
Appomattox — at this location, Confederate Gen. Robert E. Lee surrendered to Union Gen. U.S. Grant; surrender offered generous terms to the Confederate rebels.

102.
Reconstruction — time period following the Civil War during which the union was “reconstructed” / reunited; there were different plans for reconstruction.

103.
Radical Reconstruction — led by radical Congressmen who believed the Congress should direct the reconstruction of the Union; these radicals believed that the South should no longer be treated as states, but as territories; Radical Reconstruction was to be strict and take longer to complete.

104.
Abraham Lincoln’s Plan for Reconstruction — designed to be quick and peaceful; only required that 10% of the voting population of the various Southern states swear an oath of loyalty to the United States of America.

105.
Lincoln’s Assassination — took place on April 14, 1865; killed in Ford’s Theatre by John Wilkes Booth, a Confederate sympathizer.

106.
Andrew Johnson’s Plan for Reconstruction — Johnson built upon the foundation set by President Lincoln. Being a southerner, Johnson was sympathetic toward the South and supported mild reconstruction requirements.

107.
l3tI~ Amendment — abolished slavery.

108.
14th Amendment — “All persons born or naturalized in the U.S. are citizens”; extended citizenship to blacks.

109.
15th Amendment — granted votiug rights to black males.

110.
Impeachment of Andrew Johnson — the conflict between President Johnson and the radical Congress led to his impeachment after he was accused of violating a Congressional Act by firing the secretary of war. The vote to remove him from office failed by one vote.

111.
Carpetbaggers — people who came from the North to do business in the South; most were lawyers, doctors, and engineers; Southerners saw them as seeking personal opportunity at the expense of the weakened South.

112.
Scalawags — Southerners who supported Reconstruction; newspapers printed their names and recommended they be shunned by the community.

113.
Ku Klux Klan — first founded in 1896, this group used terror to intimidate blacks, minorities, and people in power during Reconstruction.

114.
Ulysses S. Grant’s Presidency — showed strong leadership as a general during the Civil War, but was a weak political leader; His administration was inexperienced and corrupt.

115.
Election of 1876— Samuel Tilden vs. Rutherford B. Hayes; after disputed election results in South Carolina, Florida, and Louisiana, Congress created an Electoral Commission comprised of seven Republicans, seven Democrats, and one Independent (eventually replaced with a Republican); the commission voted 8-7 in favor of Republican Hayes; Democrats were outraged but agreed to let Hayes be president if the Republicans would end Reconstruction.

116.
Compromise of 1877 — agreement by Democrats and Republicans to allow R.B. Hayes to be president if the Republican Party would end Reconstruction, withdraw federal troops from the South, and appoint a southern to his cabinet.

117.
Jim Crow Laws — laws limiting blacks in society; required separate public facilities in hospitals, restaurants, schools, etc.; also required a literacy test for voting and poll taxes to be paid; with Supreme Court support, these laws remained in tact until the 195 Os.

Expansion and Industrialization

118.
In 1862, Congress coordinated efforts to build a transcontinental railroad, or one that would span the entire nation to encourage western settlement: The Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroads joined their tracks at Promontory, Utah in 1869.

119.
The Frontier Wars — clashes American settlers had with Native Americans as they fought over land during the period western expansion.

120.
The Battle of Little Bighorn — important battle during the Sioux Wars (fought over land during expansion) where Sioux warriors surrounded and killed every soldier under Gen. George Custer’s command; The Sioux won the battle but eventually lost the war.

121.
Dawes Act (1887)— act of Congress intended to conform Native Americans into mainstream American society; did not provide Natives with training or tools for success in society and plunged groups into poverty.

122.
The Bessemer Process — faster and more efficient way of making steel introduced by Sir Henry Bessemer.

123.
The Revolver — pistol which has a cylinder containing several chambers allowing for more rapid firing; Samuel Colt won the patent rights for his revolver that was similar to one introduced by Edwin Wesson; became a standard for personal protection in the West.

124.
The Steel Plow — invented by John Deere, the steel plow was strong enough to cut through the tough prairie sod of the Midwest and the Plains.

125.
The Windmill — provided wind power to pump water to the surface.

126.
Barbed Wire — introduced in 1873 by Joseph Glidden, this allowed farmers to fence large acres cheaply and efficiently.

127.
The Black Belt of Alabama — large region in Alabama where the soil was black and extremely fertile; cotton was the main crop in the region.

128.
The boll weevil — beetle that feeds on cotton plants and lays eggs in the cotton buds; the boll weevil hatches and feeds on the cotton; in 1915, the boll weevil appeared in the South and ravaged cotton crops of Alabama.

129.
Cyrus West Field (1819-1892) led efforts to lay a transatlantic cable to connect North America to Europe through telegraphing messaging capability.

130.
Alexander Graham Bell sent the first telephone message on March 10,

1876 allowing people to quickly communicate around the world.

131.
Monopoly — having only one supplier for a particular industry; monopolies were a huge problem in the late l800s and early 1900s; (ex. John D. Rockefeller, the owner of Standard Oil Company, and Andrew Carnegie, who owned a steel company and believed it was~up to the wealthy to help better the poor).

132.
Labor Unions — the appeal of labor unions, or a group of workers who band together to work for the good of themselves, became increasingly popular during the period of industrialization due to the low wages, long hours, and dangerous working conditions of factories during this time (AFL).

133.
Immigrants came in large numbers during the late I 800s but had trouble finding success; Americans felt threatened by their presence and pressured the government to restrict immigration (Chinese Exclusion Act, Emergency Quota Act, and National Origins Act of 1924).

134.
Progressive Movement — the social and political movement of the 189Os and early 1 900s that was a response to the growing corruption of politicians and big business.

135.
Muckrakers —journalists who wrote stories concerning corrupt, abusive, and unfair practices by big business / factory owners.

136.
Upton Sinclair — wrote The Jungle and exposed the miserable working conditions and dangerous food quality in a Chicago meatpacking plant.

137.
Ida Tarbell — wrote The History of Standard Oil Company and exposed the ruthless practices of John D. Rockefeller and his company to become a monopoly.

138.
Horace Mann — his ideas of co-ed, non-religious public education paved the way for the first public education system being created in the U.S.

139.
16~ Amendment — created the Income Tax.

140.
17th Amendment — allowed citizens to directly elect their U.S. senators rather than having them appointed by the state legislatures.

141.
18th Amendment — outlawed the production, distribution, or transportation of alcoholic beverages.

142.
l9th~ Amendment — allowed women the right to vote;

143.
Theodore Roosevelt — Progressive president of the United States who worked to bust up monopolies and maintain equality for both individuals and businesses (called his policy “the Square Deal”); he also worked to protect the environment by creating a National Park System; he also worked to protect the health of American consumers by promoting the Pure Food and Drug Act.

144.
William H. Taft - Progressive president of the United States who also worked to end monopolies in America; he was not as “exciting” as Roosevelt and

came in third in his quest for re-election behind former President Roosevelt (who had lost faith in Taft) and the winner of the election, Democrat Woodrow Wilson.

145.
Woodrow Wilson - Progressive president of the United States who promoted what he called “New Freedom.” He wanted to ensure there was competition in the marketplace.

146.
Federal Trade Commission — created under Woodrow Wilson in 1914 and had the power to investigate unfair business practices.

147.
Clayton Antitrust Act — proposed by Alabama Rep. Henry D.L. Clayton to ensure businesses could not use antitrust laws to break up labor unions.

148.
Booker T. Washington — former slave who founded the Tuskegee Institution in Alabama for blacks seeking training in industry and agriculture.

149.
George Washington Carver — black who became famous for this experiments with peanuts, soybeans, and cotton that helped farmers grow different types of crops besides cotton.

150.
Goals of the Niagra Movement — equal economic opportunity for black, ending segregation, and ending discrimination in the courts, trade unions, and other public facilities.

151.
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) — created through the leadership of W.E.B. DuBois and the ideas of the Niagra Movement.

152.
Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) — said that segregation of public facilities was legal provided the facilities were equal (doctrine of “ separate, but equal”).

153.
Alabama Constitution of 1901 — example of the racial injustice of the South during this time; the constitution added a requirement of a literacy test or land ownership in order to vote; the number of eligible black voters dropped from 180,000 to 3,600; ensure the Democratic Party would remain in power for a long time; ratified by voters through rampant voter fraud.

World Warland the 1920s

154.
Imperialism — a policy by which a country takes control of another land or country; European and American imperialism created a competition for land that eventually led to tension.

155.
American Imperialism — Americans wanted a new source of raw materials, business leaders wanted new markets, and politicians wanted to gain territory to maintain the global balance of power.

156.
Hawaii —In the 185Os, a struggle for power of the island occurred as American sugar plantation investors gained economic control over the independent island; in the 1890s, with the help of the U.S. military, the queen of Hawaii was overthrown and the island became a territory of the U.S.

157.
Spanish-American War — Spanish cruelty toward its Caribbean colony, Cuba, brought the U.S. and Spain into a military conflict known as the Spanish​American War. Spain saw it as the U.S. interfering where she should not; Americans saw the war as a way to help the “poor little Cubans.” As a result of the war, the U.S. got Cuba, the Philippines, Guam and Puerto Rico.

158.
Yellow Journalism — a type of sensational writing with disregard for the actual truth that helped motivate the average American citizen to support war with Spain over her treatment of Cuba.

159.
Open Door Policy to China — proposal by U.S. Secretary of State John Hay to keep China open to trade with virtually everyone especially the U. 5, Britain, Japan, France, Germany, Russia, and Italy.

160.
Panama Canal — canal built by the U.S. across the isthmus of Panama to ensure the U.S. would have easy access to the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans for commerce and defense; this was made possible after the U.S. military aided a Panamanian revolt against the defiant mother country, Colombia, refused to sell the land needed to build the canal.

161.
William C. Gorgas — Alabama doctor and colonel of the U.S. Army who led a successful effort to sanitize and drain areas of Panama of standing water to help rid the area of the mosquito problem that was causing so many deaths to yellow fever and malaria.

162.
Roosevelt Corollary — addition to the Monroe Doctrine; said that the U.S. possessed a further right to intervene in the domestic and foreign affairs of Western Hemispheric nations.

163.
Causes of World War I

a.
Nationalism — European countries and the U.S. had attitudes of self-determination and pride that led to a lot of tension around the globe.

b.
Imperialism — Quest for land led to increased competition.

c.
Militarism — armies and navies began to grow.

d.
Alliances — this assured that any small conflict between two countries would inevitably turn into a much larger conflict between many nations.

164.
The proximate cause of World War I — Austrian Archduke Francis Ferdinand, the heir to the Austrian throne, was assassinated by a Serbian nationalist. Austria-Hungary threatened Serbia; Russia was an ally of Serbia and threatened war against Austria-Hungary; Germany supported Austria-Hungary; France mobilized to help Russia; before long, France and Russia were at war with Germany and Austria-Hungary (alliances); Germany attacked France by invading small, neutral Belgium, and this act brought Great Britain into the conflict to help Belgium, France, and Russia (now we have a true world war).

165.
The introduction of machine guns and poison gas turned the war increasingly deadly.

166.
Causes of the U.S. involvement in World War I

a.
German U-boats sank the Lusitania, an American passenger ship that was secretly shipping commercial and military good to Britain. 128 Americans died along with almost 1,200 more.

b.
German Foreign Secretary Arthur Zimmermann sent a note to a German official in Mexico requesting that he arrange an alliance with Mexico in case of war with the United States. The Zinimermann note promised Mexico American land when the U.S. was defeated.

c.
When Germany sank three unarmed American ships all on the same day, American officials finally decided that Germany was at war with the U.S. and it was time to fight back.

167.
When the U.S. entered WWI, she determined who would win the war; the U.S. troops turned the tide of the war and Germany quickly fell to Allied forces.

168.
Treaty of Versailles 1919 — Germany reluctantly agreed that the war was entirely her fault and agreed to pay reparations, or the cost of the war. Germany also lost all overseas colonies.

169.
Social Consequences of the War — Germans were truly humiliated after the war and this humiliation allowed Adolf Hitler to rise to power in the coming years as he used the bitterness Germans had toward Allied nations to motivate his people and take control of the hurting nation.

170.
League of Nations — proposal by U.S. President Woodrow Wilson to foster cooperation and discourage aggression by other countries; many world countries joined the League, but President Wilson failed to convince the U.S. Congress why America should join rather than being an isolationist country; without the U.S., the League was virtually powerless in doing what it was created to do.

171.
F. Scott Fitzgerald — The Great Gatsby; wrote books characterizing the “high life” of the 1920s in America.

172.
Ernest Hemingway — The Sun Also Rises; A Farewell to Arms; For Whom the Bell Tolls; The Old Man and the Sea.

173.
Harlem Renaissance — this movement that began in Harlem, N.Y. was an increase in black pride and awareness and led many black intellectuals to write works portraying the daily lives of working class blacks in the U.S.

174.
Langston Hughes — black poet and playwright of the Harlem Renaissance who wrote memorable poetry and short stories about the black experience in the United States.

175.
Other writers of the 1 92Os: Zora Neale Hurston (Their Eyes Were Watching God), Claude McKay (black novelist; wrote Home to Harlem), Jean Toomer (Cane).

176.
Black Jazz Musicians — Louis Armstrong (trumpet player), W.C. Handy (born in Florence, Alabama; Father of the Blues), Bessie Smith (known as the Empress of the Blues).

177.
Technological inventions — Radio and movies became very popular; the first movie with sound, The Jazz Singer, debuted in 1927; the automobile revolutionized the way people traveled and allowed them to travel longer distances for work or pleasure.

178.
Underside of the 1920s — farmers struggled as natural disasters destroyed their crops, coal miners lost their jobs as the price of coal fell, railroad workers lost their jobs as the automobile took the place of trains, children were forced to work in hazardous conditions for very low wages, racial discrimination against blacks was rampant in American society.

179.
Women’s Issues — Margaret S anger established the first birth control clinic in the U.S. in Brooklyn, NY to teach women about contraception.

180.
Ku Klux Klan — reappeared in the 1 920s due to a fear of growing power of blacks and Catholic immigrants; participated in lynching of blacks and other minorities to frighten them in their own communities.

181.
Red Scare — after the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia, there was an increased fear in the U.S. of a Communist takeover; many radicals and foreigners were jailed on suspicion.

182.
Sacco and Vanzetti Trial — Italian immigrants who were tried, convicted, and executed for robbery and murder in Massachusetts; evidence against them was limited, but their beliefs in anarchy and being atheist created a prejudice against them; there’s still debate today about whether they had a fair trial.

183.
2Pt Amendment — repealed the 1 8th Amendment that prohibited the manufactures, distribution, andior sale of alcohol.

The Great Depression and World War II

184.
Causes of the Great Depression: Overproduction of goods (supply exceeded demand), too many people were buying on credit, consumer spending slowed down as people lost their jobs at staggering rates.

185.
The Dust Bowl - huge dust storm that occurred during the Great Depression that made a bad situation much worse. Loose, dry soil was blown across the nation causing farms and home to be literally destroyed by the dust.

186.
Herbert Hoover - U.S. president elected in 1928 who received all the blame when the economy was thrown into depression; With unemployment and malnutrition rising, businesses and farms folding, and Hoover seeming to be unconcerned, he was voted out in 1932 when voters chose Franklin Roosevelt as president.

187.
Hoovervilles - communities of tents and shacks built outside cities during the Depression; uncomplimentary term for these communities.

188.
Franklin D. Roosevelt - New York governor elected president in 1932; he was enthusiastically optimistic about America’s future and people believed in him.

189.
Roosevelt’s Three R’S - relief, recovery, and reform.

190.
New Deal - series of government programs initiated by FDR to help bring the country out of the Great Depression; goal was to increase government spending by creating government programs that would provide jobs for Americans who would, in turn, spend the new money they were making. Thus, boosting the economy. Examples include.

a.
Agriculture Adjustment Act - paid farmers to keep a portion of their lands out of cultivation and reduce the size of their herds (correcting overproduction).

b.
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) - designed to promote the Tennessee Valley by building dams, teaching farmers about erosion, controlling flooding, providing electricity, etc.

c.
Civilian Conservation Core (CCC) - improved forests and national parks.

d.
Works Progress Administration (WPA) - built / renovated government buildings.

e.
Federal Deposit Insurance Company - insured bank deposits up to

$100,000.

f.
There were others: National Labor Relations Act, Social Security Act (retirement for all workers 65 and older), Fair Labor Standards Act.

191.
Totalitarianism - government situation where one political party or group maintains strict control over the country under a dictatorship. The poverty and oppression experienced by the peoples of these countries made these leaders seem really appealing. Examples.

a.
Benito Mussolini of Italy.

b.
Emperor Hirohito of Japan.

c.
Adolf Hitler of Nazi Germany.

d.
Joseph Stalin of U.S.S.R. (Soviet Union).

192.
Japanese, Italian, and German aggression led to World War II.

a.
Japan attacked China.

b.
Italy attacked Ethiopia.

c.
Italy aided rebels in Spanish Civil War.

d.
Germany invaded the Rhinelands of France.

e.
Germany annexed Austria and demanded the Sudetenland.

193.
All of these acts of aggression were ignored by the democratic world in fear of another world war in what is called appeasement.

194.
In 1939, Hitler broke his promise to stop taking other lands when he invaded Poland in a military effort with the Soviet Union; Britain immediately responded.

195.
Blitzkrieg - “lightening warfare” used to annihilate the enemies of Germany.

196.
The United States actively worked to stay out of World War II being fought between Britain and France against Germany, the U.S.S.R., Italy, and Japan b passing several Neutrality Acts.

197.
Germany’s Hitler made a fatal military mistake by attacking the U.S.S.R. who then joined in with the Allies.

198.
Attack on Pearl Harbor - the Japanese attack of December 7, 1941 prompted the United States to get involved in World War II; the U.S. declaration of war against Japan was countered with a declaration of war by Japan and the Germans.

199.
At home (in the U.S.), American women responded with an enthusiastic attitude to help keep “the home” running while the men were away at war; they worked as nurses, drivers, police officers, factory workers, office workers, and gas station attendants, etc.; they made up 33% of the workforce during the war.

200.
To ensure a good supply of military goods, the government rationed (limited) the consumption of certain goods including coffee, sugar, and meat.

201.
To ensure there was money to pay for the war, the government sold war bonds to Americans who were interested in the investment; war bonds are, in essence, the government borrowing money from people who are paid interest on their investment into these bonds.

202.
Tuskegee Airmen — trained in Tuskegee, Alabama, this black combat unit in the Army Air Corps flew more than 500 missions in 1941 and earned the Distinguished Flying Cross for heroism.

203.
Battle of Midway — major U.S. victory over Japan showed that the United States could hold its own despite severe losses in the attack on Pearl Harbor.

204.
Battle of Stalingrad — major Soviet victory over Germany which prevented Hitler from seizing the major oil refineries in this city which would have allowed Germany to reenergize its war effort.

205.
North Africa — before pushing Hitler out of France, the Allies focused their attention on removing the Nazi forces from North Africa and were successful by May 1943; this first major victory of the war lifted the spirits of the Allied forces who had experienced one defeat after another before the U.S. came.

206.
The Fall of Italy — After taking back North Africa, the Allies landed on the island of Sicily and then moved to mainland Italy; when the Allies were victorious, Benito Mussolini was overthrown and executed; the new Italian government joined in the fight against Nazi Germany.

207.
Invasion of Normandy, France — called OPERATION OVERLORD; largest amphibious (from the water) assault ever undertaken; the night before June 6, 1945 (known as D-DAY), planes bombed the beaches of Normandy; the morning of the 6th, 6,000 ships unloaded about 3 million troops directly into heavy enemy gunfire; Allied losses were very high and it took about 6 weeks to secure Normandy.

208.
Paris Taken Back — on Aug 25, 1944, Allied forces entered Paris, France and liberated the city after four years of Nazi rule and then headed for Germany.

209.
On April 12, 1945, President Franklin D. Roosevelt suffered a massive stroke and died. Vice President Harry Truman immediately became president.

210.
The Fall of Germany — on April 30, 1945, Adolf Hitler committed suicide after Soviet and American troops took capital city Berlin; one week later, Germany surrendered marking the end of the war in Europe; this became known as V-E Day, or Victory in Europe Day.

211.
The Holocaust — the massive slaughter of 6 million Jews and 6 million other gypsies, Communists, homosexuals, et al., by Hitler’s Nazi regime.

212.
The Fall of Japan — after V-E Day, the war in the Pacific against Japan still raged; Japan seemed willing to fight until the ultimate death of her people; the fall of Japan came when President Truman ordered the dropping of two atomic bombs (the first and only ever used): one on Hiroshima and the other on Nagasaki; over 150,000 Japanese died in the two explosions; Japan unconditionally surrendered on August 14, 1945; World War II was finally over.


World War I
COMPARED TO
World War II

Fought only in Europe
Fought in Europe and Pacific


U.S. supported Britain / France
U.S. supported Britain / France


Germany was enemy of U.S.
Germany was enemy of U.S.


Trench War
Weapons of Mass Destruction used


126,000 U.S. military deaths
290,000 U.S. military deaths


234,000 U.S. wounded
670,000 U.S. wounded


U.S. entered late in the war
U.S. entered late in the war

