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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is designed to develop student competency in English usage and mechanics, oral and written 
communication, and early American Literature. Topics for class activities, discussion, and presentations include 
poetry, novels, essays, library research skills, short stories, and creative writing. Students use analytical and critical 
thinking skills while examining the various literary forms. This course fulfills the requirement for one unit of 10th 
grade English for the high school diploma. 
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
1. Daily Bell-Ringer Activities (Monday-correcting mistakes in paragraphs, Tuesday-vocabulary, Wednesday-quote 

reflections, Thursday-responding to video clips, and Friday-figurative language) 
2. Daily reading (out of class reading schedules must be followed)  
3. Timed writing on a consistent basis 
4. Essay and research writing 
5. Socratic Seminars (at the end of novels/plays) 
6. Biweekly Vocabulary quizzes 
7. Biweekly Rhetorical Précis and No Red Ink Grammar  
8. Unit projects (group and individual)  
 

MY CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS (HAMMRR) 
• HARD WORK – Try your best, and you will succeed. 
• ATTEMPTS – You don’t know unless you try. 
• MISTAKES -We ALL make them! 
• MAKE MEANING- Find meaning and importance in everything we do.  
• RESPECT (for me, other peers, but most of all….for yourself) 
• REMAIN POSITIVE – This is self-explanatory ☺ 

 
Attendance Policy: 
The attendance policy of Bob Jones High School will be followed in this course. 
 

Discipline: 
Unacceptable behavior can be categorized as disruption, disrespect, and defiance.  Unacceptable behavior will not be 
tolerated.  The following are consequences for unacceptable behavior: 
 
1st offense          Verbal warning/student conference 
2nd offense         Detention/ Parent contact 
3rd offense         Administrator contact 
*Any major offense can be sent directly to an administrator. 
 

 
Extra Help: 
You are encouraged to schedule a conference with me if you do not understand a concept in this class. (I am here to 
ensure the success of every individual in my class. PLEASE do not hesitate to come to me for help.) The teacher at 
the 9-week grading point will notify any student who is at risk of failing this course.  
 
 



GRADING POLICY 
Major grades (tests, quizzes, essays, projects, research papers, etc) will account for 70% of a student’s grade, while 
homework and daily grades make up 30% of the grade. There will be a minimum of six major evaluations of each 
grading period. Each grading period consists of nine weeks; progress reports will be sent home every three weeks. 
 
Late work policy 
- Major test grade assignments (projects, essays, etc.) – a deduction of 1 letter grade will be taken off every day it is 
not turned in.  
- Daily assignments (bell-ringers, daily work, vocabulary, etc.) – half credit will be given if turned in one day after 
the assignment is due. After that one day, a zero will be given for the assignment. 
 
BOB JONES MAKE-UP POLICY 
Make-up tests will only be given to a student who has an excused absence.  The student must make arrangements 
with the teacher to make-up a test.  No make-up test will be administered during class time. Tests may be taken 
on agreed day in the teacher’s classroom, S220, or the student may sign up to take it during Patriot Path.  A student 
has only two chances (the next two opportunities after the absence) to make up a test.  Students may receive a zero if 
he/she fails to report for a make-up test.  Students coming to school early for make-up tests are not allowed to leave 
the building and return regardless of the reason.  Students must have a pass or check out pass signed by an 
administrator or the attendance secretary to leave campus. An unexcused absence or failure to comply with this 
policy will result in a zero on the test.  
 
* IF ANY GRADE IS GIVEN DURING A STUDENT’S ABSENCE, “ABS” WILL BE PLACED IN THE 
GRADEBOOK FOR TWO WEEKS. AFTER THAT TIME A “0” WILL BE PLACED IN THE 
GRADEBOOK UNTIL IT IS MADE UP. IF AN ACTIVITY OR ASSIGNMENT DOES NOT HAVE TO BE 
MADE UP, THE GRADE WILL BECOME A “0” AND BE DROPPED IN THE GRADEBOOK. THIS 
WILL NOT HURT THE STUDENT’S GRADE. THIS IS SCHOOL POLICY. 
 
Concerning laptop and electronic equipment use: 
1. Under no circumstances are student laptops to be wired to the network or have print capabilities. 
2. No discs or USB devices will be allowed. 
3. Neither the teacher, not the school is responsible for broken, stolen, or lost laptops. 
4. Laptops will be used at the individual discretion of the teacher. 
5. Laptops will remain in the student’s bag until I tell you that it is appropriate for you to have your laptop open and                        
in use. 
 
MULTIPLE ASSIGNMENTS WILL REQUIRE THE USE OF A COMPUTER/PRINTER. We DO allow the             
use of both at Bob Jones through the media center with a small cost for printing. Therefore, failure to turn in                     
typed projects/assignments will result in point deduction. 
 
TEXTS AND OTHER REQUIRED READINGS 
Mirrors and Windows: Connecting with Literature (class textbook) 
Walden and Civil Disobedience by Henry David Thoreau 
Self-Reliance by Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare 
The Crucible by Arthur Miller 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain  
Other short stories, poetry, and nonfiction by various writers 
Individual works by Edgar Allan Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne 
 
MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES NEEDED 
3 ring binder, college ruled loose-leaf paper, 5 dividers (bellwork, grammar, articles/ literature, vocabulary, and               
writing), pens (black or blue ink) or pencils, highlighters (blue, green, orange, pink, and yellow), and personal sticky                  
notes (any color). 



18-WEEK CLASS PLAN AND OVERVIEW 
 

* This 18 week plan is subject to change at any time. 
Week 1-2 Summer Reading 

❖ Narrative of The Life of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Douglass 
Week 3 Native American Literature 

❖ Archetypes 
❖ Introduction of Logos, Ethos, and Pathos (Rhetorical Analysis) 

Weeks 4-6 Colonial Era/Puritanism  
❖ The Crucible by Arthur Miller & other nonfiction pieces/authors incorporated 

Weeks 7-9 Romanticism 
❖ Transcendentalism (Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry David Thoreau, and Walt 

Whitman) 
❖ Dark Romanticism (Edgar Allan Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne) 

Weeks 10-12 Research Process/Paper 
❖ Critical analysis on the literary texts we have studied thus far 

Weeks 13-16 Satire 
❖ The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

Weeks 17-18 ❖ Julius Caesar by William Shakespeare (Essential speeches) 
Week 18 Review for the final exam 

 
This class will help you… 

Reading and Writing 
• Read a text (fiction & nonfiction) and write a critical analysis of the piece in various ways: 

– What does this text mean to me? How do I interpret the text? 
– What exact words in this text bring me to this idea? (Textual evidence) 
– How can I connect the themes in this text to other texts I have read throughout other courses? (Not                   

just English) 
– How can I connect the themes in this text to the world around me? (Modern day connections)  

• Recognize/describe literary/rhetorical devices and their effect in literature and in your own writing. 
• Write in a way that is clear and descriptive with innovative technique that appeals to many audiences (not                  

just your teacher ☺) 
 

Vocabulary 
• Recognize and understand rich vocabulary in every aspect of life: literature, class discussions, all media               

sources, and the people around you. 
• Implement rich vocabulary in your own speech and analytical writing in order to convey your meanings in                 

an authentic tone. 
 

Speaking and Listening 
• Communicate: In the world we live in, you MUST have the ability to COMMUNICATE and WORK with                 

those around you.  
• Express: You must be able to express ideas and opinions in large and small group settings (yes, flying solo                   

to present ideas will happen) 
 

Above all, this class will not only prepare you for AP Language and Composition/ Honors English 11/ English 
11 next year, but the college and/or career world you will face in 3 years. 
 

 
 



 
Pre-AP English 10 Parent/Guardian & Student Contract 
Mrs. Murray, Room S220 
npmurray@madisoncity.k12.al.us 
  
________We have read the syllabus for Mrs. Murray’s Pre-AP English 10 and understand the 
expectations for the course and classroom policies explained therein. 
________We know Pre-AP students will have homework, and we will support our student in making this 
rigorous academic year a successful one! 
________We also know that our student will need weekly computer time in order to be successful in this 
class. (There are computers available in the media center before and after school if needed.) 
________We also know that Mrs. Murray will contact us about any concerns via the information that is 
on file in INow. We will make sure our phone numbers and email addresses are always current on 
INow. 
  
Please initial each of the above sign and return to Mrs. Murray.  This is going to be a great year! 
  
Student name _______________________________________ 
  
Student signature ____________________________________ 
  
Parent/Guardian signature _____________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian email ________________________________________ 
  
Date ______________________________________________ 
  
 


