
A recent University of Minnesota study found attendance to be a better predictor of test
scores than poverty. Those with 93% attendance aced the standard test. 

Those who attended only 85% found scores plummeting.
– David Murray, UPI, August 2001

Although classes were scheduled to begin at nine o’clock, children began arriving at half
past six in the morning, before the teachers even finished breakfast. Teacher E.B. Eveleth
observed that it was “really a pleasant sight to see them flocking toward the school house

from all directions.” With over one hundred students waiting, the two women started school
at eight o’clock. One of them commented that the “enthusiasm of the children to learn is
intense. Their school-hours seem like one big holiday, and their progress is remarkable.”

– describing the excitement of children at a school on Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
in the 1860’s from the book, Self Taught, by Heather Andrea Williams

Why don’t some children want to attend school? Here are a few reasons they’ve told us: they viewed class
as boring and irrelevant, found classes not challenging enough, couldn’t keep up with schoolwork, were
suspended too often, were scared or didn’t feel safe, didn’t have positive relationships with teachers 
or peers, and couldn’t go to work and school at the same time. Following are several strategies for both 
parents and teachers to utilize in an attempt to keep our children in school. 

1. Adults must role model good attendance. Children need to see adults in their homes getting up and 
going to work on a regular basis. Children need to know that adults may lose their jobs if they miss 
too many days of work.

2. Parents need to keep regular, consistent schedules at home. This includes having children going to bed 
and getting up at the same time, having set homework schedules, and planned exercise and playtime.

3. Examine transportation issues. Some children have fears about riding the bus. Older bus riders may 
tease or bully younger children. Also, some children are very sensitive to the “loudness” of being 
on a bus.
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4. When a child doesn’t want to go to school, do not assume it is a school issue. It could be a home issue. 
Alex may say, “I do not want to go to school because kids laugh at me when I make mistakes.” After 
further investigation we may find that Alex was just making up that excuse. The “real” reason he didn’t
want to go to school was because he wanted to be home with his little sister who was having a lot of 
fun, going places and having special time with mom.

5. Is the child struggling academically? If the child got tutoring and extra help with his math, would he 
be more willing to go to school each day? 

6. Does the child avoid school because others are teasing or bullying him? If this is the case, parents need 
to address it by contacting the school. School personnel need to do all they can to make school a safe 
environment.

7. Behavior modification interventions often help. At home parents can keep a chart on the wall and each 
day the child attends school, he gets a sticker. A certain number of stickers can earn the child a small 
privilege. 

8. Teachers also can use charts, stickers, and other incentives at school. One teacher has a program in her 
class in which every child gets a ticket for every day he/she attends school. Obviously, the more days 
a child attends, the more tickets he/she receives. The tickets are placed in a box and at the end of the 
month the teacher has a drawing for prizes.

9. Teachers need to do their best at bonding with children. Research shows that students are more likely 
to attend school if they have a positive relationship with their teachers. 

10. Children need to know that the teachers “really” care for them. Teachers can show this by calling home 
to check on the child if he/she is absent. Also, welcome the child back to school and tell him how much 
he was missed. Teachers can send out get well cards or deliver “goody” bags to students who are out 
for extended periods.

11. Schools need to be culturally sensitive. Does the school set up a comfortable environment for all races 
and cultures? Are special days, events, and activities scheduled to acknowledge and appreciate all the 
diverse cultures present in our society today?

12. Teachers need to do their best to make parents feel welcome. Close communication is vital between 
teachers and parents when attendance problems occur.

13. Schools may wish to assign mentors to children with attendance problems.
14. School counselors and social workers often set up small group counseling programs to help children 

with attendance problems.
15. Keep the school nurse updated on children who are absent. Often there are health issues that keep the 

child from attending. The child may have asthma or need a pair of glasses.
16. Encourage students to get involved in extra-curricular activities. Attendance usually improves once a 

student becomes a member of the band or football team.
17. Teachers may make class participation part of her grading system. This means that Jenny’s grades will 

improve the more she is in school.
18. Schools need to address attendance problems early. Children who miss many days in elementary 

school end up being potential drop-outs in middle school.
19. High schools should consider flexible schedules for those students who have jobs.
20. Schools need to recognize students on a regular basis for good attendance. At award ceremonies, 

acknowledge students who have perfect attendance.
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