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To Check for
Understanding

1. Summary Poem Activity:

« List 10 key words from an assigned text.
« Do a free verse poem with the words you highlighted.

» Write a summary of the reading based on the words
you highlighted

2. Invent the Quiz

« Write 10 higher-order text questions related to the content.
Pick 2 and answer them in half a page.

3. The 411
« Describe the author’s objective.

4. Opinion Chart

« List opinions about the content in one half of a T-chart,
and support your opinions in the right column.

5. So What? Journal
= ldentify the main idea of the lesson. Why is it important?
6. Rate Understanding
7. Clickers (Response System)
8. Teacher Observation Checklist
S. Explaining
« Explain the main idea using an analogy.

10. Evaluate

» What is the author's main point? What are the arguments
for and against this idea?

11. Describe

« What are the important characteristsics or features of the
main concept or idea of the reading?

12. Define
« Pick out an important word or phrase that the author
introduces. What does this word or phrase mean?
13. Compare & Contrast

« |dentify the theory or idea the author is advancing.
Then identify an opposite theory. What are the similar-
ities and differences between these ideas?

14. Question Stems

« | believe that because

« | am confused by

15. Mind Map

« Create a mind map that represents a concept using a
diagram-making tool (like Gliffy). Provide your teacher /
classmates with the link to your mind map.

16. Intrigue Journal

« List the five most interesting, controversial, or resonant
ideas you found in the readings. Include page #s and
a short rationale (100 words) for your selection.

17. Advertisement

« Create an ad, with visuals and text, for the newly learned
concept.

18.5 Words

* What 5 words would you use to describe ___?
Explain and justify your choices.

19. Muddy Moment
« What frustrates and confuses you about the text? Why?
20. Collage

» Create a collage around the lesson's themes. Explain
your choices in one paragraph.

21. Letter
« Explain in a letter to your best friend.
22. Talk Show Panel

< Have a cast of experts debate the finer points
of

23. Study Guide

» What are the main topics, supporting details, important
person’s contributions, terms, and definitions?

24, lllustration

 Draw a picture that illustrates a relationship between
terms in the text. Explain in one paragraph your visual
representation.

25, KWL Chart

» What do you know, what do you want to know, and
what have you learned?

26. Sticky Notes Annotation

» Use sticky notes to describe key passages that are nota-
ble or that you have questions about.

27.3-2-1

< 3 things you found out, 2 interesting things, and
1 question you still have.

28. Qutline

« Represent the organization of by outlining it.





