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Semester Overview 1 Teacher Management System 

TIME LESSON AND ACTIVITY (NUMBER OF 45-MINUTE CLASS PERIODS) 

Week 1 

HOLT MCDOUGAL UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT:  
PRINCIPLES IN PRACTICE 
Part 1: Essentials of United States Government (55) 
Chapter 1: Foundations of Government (5) 
Section 1: The Purposes of Government (1) 
Section 2: Forms of Government (1) 
Section 3: Democracy in the United States (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) 
We the People: Constitutional Government (1) 
Chapter Review (1) 

Weeks 
2–3 

Chapter 2: Origins of American Government (6) 
Section 1: The Roots of American Democracy (1) 
Section 2: American Independence (1) 
Section 3: Articles of Confederation (1) 
Section 4: The Constitutional Convention (1) 
Section 5: Ratification and the Bill of Rights (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Schenck v. United States (1919) 
We the People: Individual Rights and the U.S. Constitution (1/2) 
Chapter Review (1/2) 

Week 3 

Chapter 3: The Constitution (4) 
Section 1: A Blueprint for Government (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Marbury v. Madison (1803) 
Section 2: An Enduring Document (1) 
Section 3: Applying the Constitution (1) 
We the People: A New Constitution and a New Government (1/2) 
Chapter Review (1/2) 

Week 4 

Chapter 4: Federalism (4) 
Section 1: Dividing Government Power (1) 
Section 2: American Federalism: Conflict and Change (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) 
Section 3: Federalism Today (1) 
We the People: Laboratories of Democracy (1/2) 
Chapter Review (1/2) 



Semester Overview continued Pacing Guide 

Original content Copyright © by Holt McDougal. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 

Semester Overview 2 Teacher Management System 

TIME LESSON AND ACTIVITY (NUMBER OF 45-MINUTE CLASS PERIODS) 

Weeks 
4–5 

Chapter 5: Congress: The Legislative Branch (6) 
Section 1: Congress (1) 
Section 2: The Powers of Congress (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Gibbons v. Ogden (1824) 
Section 3: The House of Representatives (1) 
Section 4: The Senate (1) 
Section 5: Congress at Work (1) 
We the People: The Sources of Laws (1/2) 
Chapter Review (1/2) 

Week 6 

Chapter 6: The Presidency (5) 
Section 1: The President (1) 
Section 2: The Powers of the Presidency (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: United States v. Nixon (1974) 
Section 3: The President’s Administration (1) 
We the People: Executive Power and the President (1) 
Chapter Review (1) 

Week 7 

Chapter 7: The Executive Branch at Work (5) 
Section 1: The Federal Bureaucracy (1) 
Section 2: Executive Departments and Independent Agencies (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Schechter Poultry Corporation v. 
United States (1935) 

Section 3: Financing Government (1) 
We the People: The Federal Bureaucracy (1) 
Chapter Review (1) 

Week 8 

Chapter 8: The Federal Courts and the Judicial Branch (5) 
Section 1: The Federal Court System (1) 
Section 2: Lower Federal Courts (1) 
Section 3: The Supreme Court (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
We the People: The Supreme Court and the System of Checks  
and Balances (1) 
Chapter Review (1) 

Week 9 

Chapter 9: The Political Process (5) 
Section 1: Public Opinion (1) 
Section 2: Interest Groups (1) 
Section 3: Political Parties (1) 
Section 4: The Electoral Process (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Buckley v. Valeo (1976) 
We the People: Role of Political Parties in the Constitutional System (1/2) 
Chapter Review (1/2) 



Semester Overview continued Pacing Guide 

Original content Copyright © by Holt McDougal. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 
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TIME LESSON AND ACTIVITY (NUMBER OF 45-MINUTE CLASS PERIODS) 

Week 10 

Chapter 10: Civil Liberties (5) 
Section 1: Protecting Constitutional Rights (1) 
Section 2: First Amendment Freedoms (1) 
Section 3: Protecting Individual Liberties (1) 
Section 4: Crime and Punishment (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Miranda v. Arizona (1966) 
We the People: Fundamental Rights and the Doctrine  
of Incorporation (1/2) 
Chapter Review (1/2) 

Week 11 

Chapter 11: Civil Rights (5) 
Section 1: Civil Rights and Discrimination (1) 
Section 2: Equal Justice under Law (1) 

• Landmark Supreme Court Case: Brown v. Board of Education of 
Topeka, Kansas (1954) 

Section 3: Civil Rights Laws (1) 
Section 4: Citizenship and Immigration (1) 
We the People: Civic Participation (1/2) 
Chapter Review (1/2) 

Week 12 

Part 2: Interactive United States Government (25) 
Chapter 12: Understanding Elections (5) 
Section 1: Election Campaigns (1) 

• Simulation: Running a Presidential Campaign 
Section 2: Campaign Funding and Political Action Committees (1) 

• Simulation: Deciding to Back a Candidate 
Section 3: Election Day and the Voters (2) 

• Simulation: Planning Election Day Strategies 
Chapter Review (1) 

Week 13 

Chapter 13: Supreme Court Cases (5) 
Section 1: The First Amendment: Your Freedom of Expression (1) 

• Simulation: The Play’s the Thing 
Section 2: The Fourth Amendment: Your Right to Be Secure (1) 

• Simulation: Have You Been Seized? 
Section 3: Due Process and the Fourteenth Amendment (1) 

• Simulation: Terrorists and Due Process 
Section 4: Federalism and the Supreme Court (1) 

• Simulation: Arguing a Federalism Case 
Chapter Review (1) 
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TIME LESSON AND ACTIVITY (NUMBER OF 45-MINUTE CLASS PERIODS) 

Week 14 

Chapter 14: Making Foreign Policy (5) 
Section 1: Foreign Policy Choices in a Complex World (1) 

• Simulation: Deciding Whether to Use Military Intervention 
Section 2: How Domestic Actors Affect Foreign Policy (1) 

• Simulation: Senate Trade Bill Vote 
Section 3: Foreign Policy and International Institutions (1) 

• Simulation: Crisis at the UN Security Council 
Section 4: Foreign Policy Challenges (1) 

• Simulation: Negotiating an Environmental Treaty 
Chapter Review (1) 

Week 15 

Chapter 15: Comparative Political and Economic Systems (5) 
Section 1: Democratic Governments (1) 

• Simulation: Choosing a System of Government 
Section 2: Authoritarian Governments (1) 

• Simulation: Overthrowing a Dictator 
Section 3: Economic Systems (2) 

• Simulation: Negotiating a Trade Agreement 
Chapter Review (1) 

Week 16 

Chapter 16: State and Local Government (5) 
Section 1: States and the National Government (1) 

• Simulation: Amending the State Constitution 
Section 2: State Government (2) 

• Simulation: Budgeting and Public Policy 
Section 3: Local Government and Citizen Participation (1) 

• Simulation: Conducting the City’s Business 
Chapter Review (1) 

 

Additional Teacher Resources to Support Intervention and Differentiated 
Instruction 

• Interactive Reader and Study Guide 
• Spanish/English Interactive Reader and Study Guide 
• Guided Reading Activities with Answer Key 
• Teaching Transparencies 
• Advanced Placement Review and Activities with Answer Key 
• Differentiated Instruction Modified Worksheets and Tests on the  

Teacher One Stop™ 

 


