WORLD HISTORY: 1500 to the Present (9th Grade)

Mrs. Cristin M. Dillard

Social Studies Department
Room 207
Pike County High School

cdillard@pikecountyschools.com
(331) 735-2389
Planning Period: First Semester – 4th, Second Semester - ?th 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
                This course will study world history from the Renaissance to the present, and will direct students to think critically about the various forces that combined to shape the world today.  Emphasis will be placed on geographic impact, the development of civic knowledge/responsibilities, and emerging economic systems within a chronological context.  This course fulfills the graduation requirement for one credit of social studies for the regular diploma. 

TEXTBOOK & MATERIALS


World History: Modern Times, Glencoe

1 subject spiral bound notebook (70-100 sheets), 3 pronged folder, and loose-leaf paper

Blue or Black ink pens, pencils, and highlighter


12”x18” Newsprint pad (Can be purchased at Target, Wal-Mart, or Office Depot for $5.99)

· Students are encouraged to split the cost with classmates. Students will only need approximately 20 sheets. 
  
EXPECTATIONS 
· BE PREPARED! Students should bring all necessary classroom materials to class daily.  Students are expected to complete reading assignments or homework assignments in order to be prepared to participate in discussions and activities relating to text content.
· BE ON TIME! Students should arrive to class and begin the warm up assignment immediately after the tardy bell rings.

· Assigned work should be turned in on the due date.  Failure to do so will result in a reduction of points available on the assignment.
· Students may turn in completed assignments (such as research papers, writing assignments, projects, and any other projects specified by teacher) early in order to receive feedback and the opportunity to correct any problems. No additional points will be given for turning work in early.

· For each day that an assignment is late, 10% of the total points for the assignment will be deducted. Students are NOT allowed to turn in assignments more than TWO days late.
· Students with excused absences have five days (beginning on the first day the student is back in class) to make up work they have missed. It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to get the work and turn it in within the five day period.
· BE RESPECTFUL! Students should maintain a positive and respectful attitude in class at all times. Students should cooperate with the teacher and classmates to create a supportive and effective learning environment. 

· NO CHEATING! 

· Plagiarism is NOT tolerated. Plagiarism is presenting someone else’s work, including the work of other students, as one’s own. Any ideas or materials taken from another source for either written or oral use must be fully acknowledged, unless the information is common knowledge. What is considered “common knowledge” may differ from course to course. If a student is caught plagiarizing (this includes copying homework or any other assignments from other students), the student will receive a zero for the assignment. 
· Any student caught cheating on a quiz or test will receive a zero for the quiz/test grade. The matter will be handled appropriately between the student(s), teacher, and administration. Whether or not cheating has occurred is at the discretion of the teacher. 
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS

· Students at grade level nine are expected to complete library research, write clear outlines and paragraphs, work together in groups, and successfully complete examinations. (Note:  Requests for reasonable accommodations will be considered.)
· It will be imperative for students to possess the basic geography skills to successfully master the material covered in World History. Students will be tested on geography of the regions of the world we are studying in each unit. Students will be expected to pass the map tests with a 75% or better. Students will be given time to study for each map test before the unit is started. 
 
MAKE-UP POLICY 
· School policy requires make-up tests to be taken within ONE week of the original test date.  This also applies to other assignments. Students may take make up tests on Tuesday before or after school. In certain situations, when Monday is not a convenient time for student or teacher, the make up test can be rescheduled for a different day.
· It is the student’s responsibility to check for missed assignments.  Ask about missed assignments on the first day back after an absence.
· Students will NOT be allowed to make up any missed work for absences due to suspension.

ATTENDANCE & CONDUCT


All policies set forth by the Pike County Board of Education in the Student Code of Conduct, school rules, and classroom rules must be followed at all times by the students.

GRADING

The final grade for each grading period will be based on various methods of assessment. These may include, but are not limited to, tests, homework assignments, projects, portfolios, essays, research papers, notebook organization, quizzes (announced and unannounced), and classroom participation. The grading scale for student achievement according to Board policy is as follows:


90-100 = A


80-89 = B


70-79 = C


60-69 = D


0-59 = F

Students’ grades are determined by mastery of course standards set forth by the Alabama Course of Study objectives for 9th grade World History. Students are encouraged to keep track of grades in order to maintain an idea of their overall grade. Students can simply do this by adding the total number of points earned and dividing it by the total number of points possible. Each student will be given a grid, at their or parents’/guardians’ request, to keep track of grades. All assignments, papers, and tests will be handed back to the students in a timely matter and enable them to check their overall grade for accuracy. 

Tests = 100 points


Projects = 250 points

Quizzes = 20 points

Mindmaps = 50 points


Homework = 50 points (graded on a weekly basis)
Suggested Course Outline (Changes in the outline may occur to provide quality instruction and meet the needs of students)

· Geography Skills (will be included in subsequent lessons throughout the semester)

· Renaissance, Reformation, ad Scientific Revolution (1500-1715)

· Enlightenment and American Revolution (1500-1800

· French Revolution (1789-1800)

· Industrial Revolution (1750-1910)

· Revolutions in Europe and Latin America (1790-1848)

· Nationalism in Europe (1800-1914)

· Imperialism (1800-1914)

· World War I (1914-1919)

· Russian Revolution (1917-1939)

· World War II (1931-1949)

· Cold War, Nationalism, Militarism, Civil War (1945-present)

Additional Help


Any student who is experiencing difficulty with the course material or any concept throughout the semester is encouraged to contact me about tutoring or extra help. I cannot help you with anything, if I do not know you are having difficulty! Please feel free to contact me—parents and students. You can call the school to set up an appointment for a meeting or email me directly. I welcome all communications with students and parents that pertain to the classroom—good and bad.

Please take the syllabus home and show it to your parent or guardian. Have them sign it, and bring it back to class by Friday, August 15, 2008. You will receive BONUS points for a parent or guardian signature. Your signature on the syllabus is required. 

I have read and understand the rules, expectations, and procedures included in the syllabus.

___________________________________


______________________ 

Student Signature





Date

___________________________________


______________________ 

Parent Signature





Date
