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What Does “AEC” Stand For?



Assertion Statement
● A statement that answers the question asked in the 

prompt
● Otherwise known as your claim
● Everything in the paragraph should be used to prove 

your assertion



Evidence
● Otherwise known as examples
● These examples are the quotes or paraphrased 

information taken from the text to prove your 
assertion. They serve as your support.



Commentary
● Otherwise known as analysis
● This should be where you elaborate/explain how your 

evidence is crucial in proving that your assertion is true



Example Paragraph #1 Assertion

Evidence

Commentary

Evidence

Commentary



Example Paragraph #2 
Jack of Diamonds is characterized as an obnoxious, bullying, spoiled 
child. The author states, "Jack of Diamonds would have been a 
handsome boy if not for his bullying personality and for the fact that 
he had the biggest, roundest rear end in Wonderland" (Beddor 33). 
This absurd physical trait is reflective of Jack's inner ugliness. He 
constantly looks for opportunities to wield his wealth and status.



AEC Paragraph Expected Format
CPR: Paragraph should include:

● Assertion Statement
● Evidence #1 with Commentary
● Evidence #2 with Commentary
● Concluding Sentence

*Every paragraph needs at least 
two pieces of evidence with 
commentary for each. 

CPA: Paragraph should include:

● Assertion Statement
● Evidence #1 with Commentary
● Evidence #2 with Commentary
● Evidence #3 with Commentary
● Concluding Sentence

*Every paragraph needs at least 
three pieces of evidence with 
commentary for each. 


