
Hewitt-Trussville Middle School 

2017 Summer Required Reading 

for 6th Grade 

 
Choose one of the following for Reading Class: 

 

I Am Malala (Young Reader’s Edition) by Malala Yousafzai and Patricia McCormick, 2016. Malala Yousafzai was 

only ten years old when the Taliban took control of her region.They said women weren't allowed to go to the market. 

They said girls couldn't go to school. 

Raised in a once-peaceful area of Pakistan transformed by terrorism, Malala was taught to stand up for what she 

believes. So she fought for her right to be educated. And on October 9, 2012, she nearly lost her life for the cause: She 

was shot point-blank while riding the bus on her way home from school. No one expected her to survive, but she did. 

Now she is an international symbol of peaceful protest and the youngest- ever Nobel Peace Prize nominee. Malala's 

powerful story will make you believe in the possibility that one person can inspire change. 
 
Gifted Hands, Revised Kids’ Edition: The Ben Carson Story by Gregg Lewis and Deborah Shaw Lewis, 2014. 

Ben Carson used to be the class dummy. Today he is one of the world’s most brilliant surgeons. Gifted Hands (Kids 

Edition) tells the extraordinary true story of an angry, young boy from the inner city who, through faith and 

determination, grew up to become one of the world’s leading pediatric neurosurgeons. When Ben was in school, his 

peers called him the class dummy. But his mother encouraged him to succeed, and Ben discovered a deep love of 

learning. Ben found that anything is possible with trust and determination. 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind (Young Reader’s Edition) by Bryan Mealer and William Kamkwamba, 2016. 

When a terrible drought struck William Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost all of the season's crops, 

leaving them with nothing to eat and nothing to sell. William began to explore science books in his village library, 

looking for a solution. There, he came up with the idea that would change his family's life forever: he could build a 

windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his home and helped his 

family pump the water they needed to farm the land.This exciting memoir shows how, even in a desperate situation, 

one boy's brilliant idea can light up the world. Complete with photographs, illustrations, and an epilogue that will bring 

readers up to date on William's story. 
 
Courage to Soar: A Body in Motion, a Life in Balance by Simone Biles and Mary Lou Retton, 2016. Simone Biles’ 

entrance into the world of gymnastics may have started on a daycare field trip in her hometown of Spring, Texas, but 

her God-given talent, passion, and perseverance have made her one of the top gymnasts in the world, as well as a 

four-time winner of Olympic gold in Rio de Janeiro. 

But there is more to Simone than the nineteen medals—fourteen of them gold—and the Olympic successes. Through 

years of hard work and determination, she has relied on her faith and family to stay focused and positive, while having 

fun competing at the highest level and doing what she loves. Here, in her own words, Simone takes you through the 

events, challenges, and trials that carried her from an early childhood in foster care to a coveted spot on the 2016 

Olympic team.Along the way, Simone shares the details of her inspiring personal story—one filled with the kinds of daily 

acts of courage that led her, and can lead you, to even the most unlikely of dreams. 
 

Choose one of the following for Social Studies Class: 
 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham by Christopher Paul Curtis, 2000. Enter the hilarious world of ten-year-old Kenny 

and his family, the Weird Watsons of Flint, Michigan. There's Momma, Dad, little sister Joetta, and brother Byron, who's 

thirteen and an "official juvenile delinquent." When Momma and Dad decide it's time for a visit to Grandma, Dad comes 

home with the amazing Ultra-Glide, and the Watsons set out on a trip like no other. They're heading South to 

Birmingham, Alabama, toward one of the darkest moments in America's history. 

 
Countdown by Deborah Wiles, 2010. Franny Chapman just wants some peace. But that's hard to get when her best 

friend is feuding with her, her sister has disappeared, and her uncle is fighting an old war in his head. Her saintly 

younger brother is no help, and the cute boy across the street only complicates things. Worst of all, everyone is walking 

around just waiting for a bomb to fall. It's 1962, and it seems that the whole country is living in fear. When President 

Kennedy goes on television to say that Russia is sending nuclear missiles to Cuba, it only gets worse. Franny doesn't 

know how to deal with what's going on in the world -- no more than she knows how to deal with what's going on with her 

family and friends. But somehow she's got to make it through. 


