
SHORT ANSWER STUDY GUIDE QUESTIONS - Lord of the Flies 
 
Chapters 1 & 2 
Identify: 
1. Ralph 
2. Piggy 
3. Simon 
4. Jack 
5. Sam & Eric 
6. Maurice 
7. Roger 
8. "The littluns" 
9. How did the boys happen to come to the island? 
10. What do the boys have that is the symbol of authority in the society they form? 
11. What does Ralph's dad do? 
12. What nationality are the boys? 
13. For whom did Piggy vote as chief? 
14. The island was roughly _______ - shaped. 
15. What is the "scar?" 
16. Which three boys went to make sure the island was really an island? 
17. What does the reader learn about Jack when he slashed the green candle buds? 
18. Why does Jack hesitate when he lifts his knife to kill the piglet, and what does he promise will happen next time he meets a pig? 
19. Who are the hunters, and what is their job? 
20. What does a little 'un think he has seen in the forest? 
21. How and why do the boys make fire? 
22. Why does the boys' plan for rescue fail? 
23. Who is your favorite character so far? 
Chapters 3 - 4 
24. Ralph and _________ are building huts. 
25. What is Jack doing as the chapter opens (be specific)? 
26. Although Ralph criticizes the boys for their lack of cooperation, does he bear some of the responsibility for the failures of the 
group to achieve its goals? Why or why not? 
27. How has Jack's personality developed during his stay on the island? 
28. After Maurice and Roger destroy the littluns' sand castles, Roger stalks the young boy named Henry. When he begins to throw 
stones, why does he just throw them near him instead of directly at him? 
29. What causes the hunters, who had promised to keep the fire burning, to neglect it and allow it to go out? 
30. Why does Jack paint his face? 
31. Who helps the littluns get fruit? 
32. At the end of the chapter, where does Simon go? 
Chapter 5-7 
33. How does the author show us that Ralph is finally beginning to face the realities of their existence? 
34.  What are three things discussed at the assembly? 
35. Compare Ralph's treatment of the littluns with Jack's. 
36. What is Simon saying when he thinks the "beast" may be inside they boys themselves? 
37. Who scared the littlun by walking around in the jungle at night? 
38.  Who are the two littluns who hold the conch and speak about the beast at the assembly? 
39.  Why doesn’t Ralph blow the conch to bring everyone back together? 
40. What was the "sign that came down from the world of the grown-ups?" 
41. What do Sam and Eric tell the boys they have seen? What is it actually?  
42.  Why do Ralph and Jack decide to go find the beast? 
43.  Where do they decide to look for the beast? 
44.  What did the boys want to do instead of going to the other side of the island to check the fire? 
45.  What does Simon tell Ralph he thinks will happen to him? 
46.   How does Ralph react when a boar comes charging down the path? 
47.  To what does Ralph's demonstration of his hunting prowess lead? 
48. Who got hurt playing the role of the pig?   
49. Why won’t the boys be able to light the fire when they reach the top? 
50. Who went through the forest alone to tell Piggy that the group hunting the beast wouldn't be back until after dark?   
51.  Who climbed the mountain to look for the beast? 
52. What did the boys see on the mountain top? 
53. Why is the action of the story increasingly taking place in the near darkness or in the deep night when only the moon and stars 
give a little light?  



54.  How does Ralph's waning confidence in himself show in his words and actions? 
Chapter 8 
55.  What does Piggy call the hunters? 
56.  What does Jack accuse Ralph of?  
57.  During the assembly, how many voted that Ralph shouldn't be chief? 
58. Although he is not able to get the boys to vote Ralph out of office as chief, Jack manages to overthrow Ralph's authority anyway. 
How? 
59.  What does Jack do after the vote? 
60.  What does Simon say they need to do? 
61.  What does Piggy suggest they move? Why? 
62.  Who ends up staying with Ralph?  Who ends up with Jack? 
63. Jack suggests a way to keep the beast happy. What is it? 
64.  What or who do Piggy and Ralph decide is to blame for what’s gone wrong on the island? 
65.  What gets taken from Ralph’s camp? 
66. Who or what is the Lord of the Flies? 
Chapter 9 
67. What does Simon find when he finally reaches the Beast? 
68.  What is the weather like throughout chapter 9? 
69. What do Ralph and Jack offer those who join each of their tribes?  Which is more popular? 
70. At the party, what is the “dance” that Jack wants them to do? 
71. At the party, who acted like the pig?   
72. What happens when Simon returns to the group? 
73. What happened to the parachutist?    
74. What happened to the body on the beach?   
Chapter 10 
75. What were Samneric doing in the beginning of the chapter? 
76.  How do Ralph and Piggy change their memories of what happened at the party?  What really happened? 
77.  Where were the twins during the party?  What did they do? 
78.  How does Jack explained what happened at the party with the beast? 
79.  What does Jack plan to steal from Ralph and Piggy?  Who goes with him? 
80. Before they were attacked, what did Ralph "desperately pray?" 
81.  What does Ralph decide must be done about the fire? 
82. Who was Ralph fighting in the dark?   
83.   Which boys are with Ralph at the end of chapter 10?  Who’s with Jack? 
84.  What does Jack manage to take from Ralph’s camp? 
Chapter 11 
85.  What does Ralph’s group decide they must do? 
86.  What do the twins want to take with them?  How do they think they should look? 
87. Where has Jack’s group set up camp? 
88.  Who’s on sentry duty? 
89.  What does Jack’s group look like? 
90.  What happens to the twins? 
91. What happens to the conch and to Piggy?  Who is responsible? 
92. What are Jack's plans for Ralph? 
93. What course of action does Ralph take? 
Chapter 12 
94. Who was the "savage whose image refused to blend with that ancient picture of a boy in shorts and shirt?" 
95. Why would "bathing [Ralph's] injuries have to wait?" 
96. What did Ralph do to the "Lord of the flies?" 
97. Of what do the twins warn Ralph? 
98.  Who had the "memory of a new and shameful loyalty"? 
99. What was the purpose of a stick sharpened at both ends? 
100.  What were Ralph’s 3 different strategies for 'escaping' the hunters? 
101. In what ways does the tribe try to hunt down Ralph? 
102. What or who saves Ralph in the end? 
103.  How many boys were lost on the island? 
 
 
 
 


