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SANTA MARIA JOINT UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
2560 Skyway Drive

Santa Maria, CA 93455
(805) 922-4573

Message to Students, Families and Staff

It is our hope that this message finds you and your family well. As we gear up for the 2020-21
school-year we all understand that this will be the most unusual school opening any of us have ever
experienced or imagined in our lifetimes.

We were all caught off guard by the sudden need to close schools amidst the early stages of the
Covid-19 pandemic last spring. We had to react quickly to the closure of our schools and the
sudden necessity to provide instruction and services in different ways than we ever had before. We
hoped the closures would be short-lived and life would return to normal. Yet we now find ourselves,
five months later, getting ready to start another year in Distance Learning format, and in a national
situation that is far worse than the one that initiated the closures last March. Closing out the last
school-year was neither easy nor smooth. We got through it and managed to learn a number of
valuable lessons from that experience that have set us up to be far more successful this year. Most
of the lessons we learned have found their way into this Plan.

This Reopening Plan provides information to guide all staff, students, and families through the
multiple elements of reopening school this upcoming Fall semester. Although this plan is certainly
not all encompassing, and some things will change as our circumstances continue to evolve, we
believe it provides the foundation necessary to be successful. Throughout the planning process, the
Santa Maria Joint Union High School District work has been conducted through the lens of three
critical principles:

1. Safety of students and staff
2. Student learning and well-being
3. Equitable access to a quality educational program

Success during the 2020-21 school-year will require grit, determination, patience, and lots of hard
work on the part of every student, staff member and stakeholder. Perhaps above all else, we must
maintain our sense of community and our compassion for one another. If we do, we can emerge
from this unprecedented crisis stronger and more resilient than we were before it occurred.
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SMJUHSD Guiding Philosophy

In times of crisis it is important to remember our values

Vision

Every student succeeds and is prepared for college, career, and life.

Mission

We prepare all learners to become productive citizens and college/career ready by providing
challenging learning experiences and establishing high expectations for achievement.

Board Goals

e Conditions of Learning
e Student Outcomes
e Engagement

Governor’s Pandemic Plan for Learning and Safe Schools

1) Safe in-person school based on local health data

2) Strong mask requirements for anyone in the school

3) Physical distancing requirements & other adaptations

4) Regular testing and dedicated contact tracing for outbreaks at schools

5) Rigorous distance learning

Devices and connectivity so that every child can participate in distance learning.
Daily live interaction for every child with teachers and other students.

Class assignments that are challenging and equivalent to in-person instruction.
Targeted supports and interventions for English learners and special education
students.

The full guidance from the California Department of Public Health can be found at:
https://ffiles.covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-schools.pdf







