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HOW TO USE THIS CATALOG 

The PROGRAM OF STUDIES and the course registration process will  be explained to you during class assemblies. 

After discussing course offerings with your teachers, you and your  parent/guardian will  have an opportunity to meet 

with your counselor to review graduation requirements, BHS Graduation Expectations, career goals, and college 

entrance requirements. During this conference your counselor will  discuss course / level placements and elective 

options. 

 
You are advised to take this process seriously and make your choices wisely.  Before you meet with your 

counselor you should complete the following: 

1 Read all the information in Sections I-IV.  

2 Review your past academic performance. 

3 Discuss your  plans with your family and your counselor to develop your long-range program. 

4 Consider your  goals and the courses that will  help you to achieve these goals. 

ü Take courses that will  challenge you to stretch your mind and your imagination. 

ü What subjects do I need to meet graduation requirements? 

ü What courses do colleges and employers want me to have? 

ü What subjects am I most interested in? 

ü Which subjects are usually hardest / easiest for me? 

ü What would I like to do after graduation? 

ü What is my career goal? 

ü What activities will  I be involved in next year? How might they affect my choice of courses? 

5 Discuss course descriptions / requirements with your teachers and Department Chairpersons. 

6 TAKING  3 OR  MORE  "AP" COURSES  WILL  REQUIRE  A  SIGNIFICANT  ALTERATION  OF  YOUR  OUT-OF-SCHOOL 

RESPONSIBILITIES. 

7 Fill in the course registr ation form PRIOR to your scheduled conference with your counselor. 

 
Finally, YOUR SCHEDULE OF COURSES IS THE MOST IMPORTANT THI NG YOU WILL HAVE TO DECIDE ON IN  

HI GH SCHOOL . Our general requirements ensure that you will  receive a balanced education in all areas, with 

strong emphasis on the skills and competencies required to live successfully  in the rapidly changing world of the 

21st century. The elective programs that you choose should prepare you in a meaningful way for your future and 

should give you the opportunity to expand your horizons by providing new learning opportunities. 

 
BE SURE TO CHECK OUT THE SPECIAL  PROGRAM S SECTI ON AT THE BACK OF THIS BOOK. 

 

PLEASE BE AWARE THAT IN THIS YEAR, AS IN EVERY YEAR, LOW  ENROLL MENT MA Y RESULT  IN THE ELI MINATION 

OF COURSE OFFERINGS DURING THE REGISTRATION PROCESS. 
 

 
EDITED  BY  PETER BOULEY 

 JOSEPH BRIGANTI 

 STEPHEN BROWN 

 MICHAEL CALLAN 

 MONIQUE VALLETTA 

 GARY GRAVINA 
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 JENNIFER STACKPOLE  
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DISCRIMINATION  POLI CY 
 
 

BRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, NATIO NAL ORIGIN, 

SEXUAL ORIENTATIO N, DISABILITY OR  AGE IN ITS PROGRAM S AND ACTI VITIES . 

THE FOLLO WING PERSONNEL HAVE BEEN DESIGNATED TO HANDLE I NQUIRIES REGARDING THE 

NONDISCRIMINATION  POLI CIES: 

FOR SECTION  504 ï THE GUIDANCE COUNSELORS AT BRANFORD HI GH SCHOOL 203-488-7291  

FOR TITLE  IX  ï JOSEPH BRIGANTI  AT BRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL 203-488-7291, DR. ANTHONY 

BUONO AT THE BRANFORD BOARD OF EDUCATION  203-488-7276 

*************  

THIS SCHOOL IS AUTHORIZED UNDER FEDERAL LAW TO ENROLL  NON-IMM IGRANT STUDENTS 

 
 

DISCRIM INATION - GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 
 

The Branford Board of Education agrees to comply with Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the 

regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. Title IX prohibits discrimination in education. 
 

Individuals who believe there is discrimination in Branford High School may share their concerns with any administrator, 

or Mrs. Suzanne Serviss 203-315-7827. These staff members will  explain the appeal procedure and the individualôs 

rights under Title IX. 
 

Allegations of discrimination may also be referred to Dr. Anthony Buono 203-488-7276 at the Board of Education 

Off ice, or Joseph Briganti 203-488-7291 at BHS who are the designated Title IX Coordinators. 
 

Any concerns about section 504 may be referred to the Guidance Counselors at Branford High School. 
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B R A N F O R D H I G H  S C H O O L 

"  I  m p r o v e d   L e a r n i n g   F o r   E v e r y o n e "  
 

 
This PROGRAM OF STUDIES has been prepared to help you make wise course selections for the next school year. 

To help you in your course selection process, this booklet contains valuable information, including: 

*  Branford Public Schoolsô graduation requirements 

*  BHSôs Performance Graduation Expectations and Standards of Assessment 

*  Academic expectations from a variety of college admissions off ices 

*  NCAA eligibili ty requirements 

*  Course descriptions which include the skill  and content learner outcomes which are assessed in each course 

*  Descriptions of special programs that open up learning opportunities beyond the traditional classroom. 

You should be familiar with all of these items so you can plan a program of studies that will  help you achieve 

your goal of graduation and success after high school. 

School and learning are the top priorities  for  every high school student. Therefore, you should take a course 

of studies that will  challenge you to stretch your  mind, to explore new areas of interest and learning while, at 

the same time, allowing you to fulfill  your out of school responsibili ties. The entire staff , teachers, department 

leaders, guidance counselors, and administrators are ready to answer your questions and guide you toward a 

program that will  meet your individual needs. 

Please select your courses with care.  THE SCHEDULE THAT YOU DEVELOP DURING THIS TI ME WILL BE  TREATED 

LIKE A  CONTRACT - YOU WILL  BE EXPECTED TO TAKE ALL  THE COURSES ON YOUR SCHEDULE . 

 
COURSE REGISTRATION  CALENDAR 

 
Class of 2018 (Current  Juniors, Incoming Seniors) 
Course Selection Meeting     Wednesday, February 8 Advisory Time 

Junior Class Parent Coffee    Thursday, February 9, at 7:00 pm, B11 Class Act 

Registration Meetings    February 13-17 Scheduled Parent/Student Appointments 

 
Class of 2019 (Current  Sophomores, Incoming Juniors) 
Course Selection Meeting     Thursday, January 26 Advisory Time 

Sophomore Class Parent Coffee    Thursday, January 26, 7:00 pm, B11 Class Act 

Registration Meetings   January 30-February 10 Scheduled Parent/Student Appointments 

 
Class of 2020 (Current  Freshman, Incoming Sophomores) 

Course Selection Meeting    Wednesday, January 4 Advisory Time 

Freshman Class Parent Coffee     Thursday, January 26, 7:00 pm, B11 Class Act 

 

Class of 2021 (Current  8
th 

Grade, Incoming Freshman) 
Evening Freshman Orientation Program   Thursday, February 23, 7:00 pm BHS/Auditorium 

Registration Meetings @ WIS  February 27 ï March 7 Scheduled Parent/Student Appointments 

 

Registration Meetings @ St. Maryôs School    TBD 
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N E A S C   A C C R E D I  T A T I  O N   S T A T E M E N T 

Branford High School is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges, Inc., a non-governmental, 

nationally recognized organization whose aff iliated institutions include elementary schools through collegiate institutions 

offering post-graduate instruction. 

Accreditation of an institution by the New England Association indicates that it meets or exceeds criteria for the assessment of 

institutional quality periodically  applied through a peer group review process. An accredited school or college is one 

which has available the necessary resources to achieve its stated purposes through appropriate educational programs, is 

substantially doing so, and give reasonable evidence that it will  continue to do so in the foreseeable future. Institutional 

integrity is also addressed through accreditation. 

Accreditation by The New England Association is not partial but applies to the institution as a whole. As such, it is not a 

guarantee of the quality of every course or program offered, or competence of individual graduates. Rather, it provides 

reasonable assurance about the quality of opportunities available to students who attend the institution. 

Inquiries regarding the status of an institution's accreditation by the New England Association should be directed to the 

administrative staff of the school or college.  Individuals may also contact: 

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, 

209 BURLINGTON ROAD, BEDFORD, MASSACHUSETTS 01890 

(781) 271-0022, FAX (781) 271-0950. 

 
Branford High School is accredited by the Connecticut State Department of Education and is a member of the New England 

Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools. 
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BRANFORD HIGH SCHOOLôS 

 

M ISSION STAT EM ENT &  EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING*  
 

The mission of Branford High School is to prepare students to be independent and 

collaborative learners who are responsible, informed, and contributing members of 

society.  In partnership with the community, we strive to provide a learning 

environment that supports all students in embracing diversity, acting with integrity, 

and achieving their personal and academic potential. 
 

 
Academic Expectations 

The Branford High School graduate is able to: 
× Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

 
× Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

 
× Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 
× Collaborate and communicate to convey ideas/positions 

 
× Implement critical thinking skills to solve problems 

 
Civic and Social Expectations 

The Branford High School students demonstr ate: 

 
× The abili ty to be a contributing members of their community 

 
× Respect for themselves, their fellow students, the faculty, staff , as well as their school 

and community 

 
× A recognition and an understanding of the benefits of diversity in their school and 

community 

 
× Integrity while participating in all academic and social activities 

 
× An understanding of li fe-long value of personal physical fitness and good health 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Approved unanimously by the BHS faculty in January 2014 
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SECTION  ONE 

GRADUATION REQUIRMENTS & EXPECTATIONS  

  

G R A D U A T I O N  R E Q U I R E M E N T S  
 E N G L I S H   4 . 0 0  CREDITS 

  S O C I A L  S T U D I E S  3 . 0 0   

 M A T H E M A T I C S  3 . 0 0 

 S C I E N C E  ( A S  O F  T H E  C L A S S  O F  2 0 1 9 ) 3 . 0 0 

 P H Y S I C A L  E D U C A T I O N / H E A L T H  1 . 0 0 

 F I N E  &  P R A C T I C A L  A R T S *  1 . 0 0 

 E L E C T I V E S  6 . 0 0 

T O T A L  C R E D I T S  2 1  CREDITS 

 

 
GR A D U A T I O N  RE Q U I R E M E N T S 

 

In addition to the existing credit based graduation requirements cited above, to be graduated from Branford High 

School a student must demonstrate óproficiencyô in areas of reading, writing, problem solving, communication, digital 

citizenship, and community service, as well as the skills of an autonomous learner.  To demonstrate óproficiencyô a 

student must earn a óproficientô rating of ñ3ò or better on the following BHS Performance Graduation Requirements: 

: 
 

× Read actively and critic ally  for  a variety of purposes 
 

× Write  effectively for  a range of purposes and audiences 
 

× Demonstr ate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

× Collaborate and communicate to convey ideas/positions 
 

× Implement critic al thinking skills to solve problems 
 

× Design and execute a major  project that fulfills the studentôs own stated purpose 
 

× Demonstr ate the ability  to be contrib uting member of their  community  
 

Except for the last two, these performance requirements are aligned to the Common Core state 

standards and multiple course offerings in various departments so students who enroll  in those courses can 

develop the appropriate skills and understandings, and be assessed for the purpose of meeting these 

performance graduation requirements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Total Credits 21 credits 

Community Service 40 hours; a journal of activities and a reflective essay 

Capstone Project Successful completion of the exhibition 
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BHS CAPSTONE PROJECT 
 

To demonstrate the skill s of autonomous learning and self-advocacy, each student is expected to design and execute a 

major learning project. This requirement differs from both community service and internships. In fulfilli ng this 

graduation requirement, each student is expected to propose, develop, and document the deliberate expansion or 

extension of significant skill s, knowledge, and attributes over the course of the senior year. 
 
 
Though seniors are expected to show independence in completing their project they are supported 

by faculty advisors who meet with the seniors in weekly advisory periods. A Capstone Coordinator is also available 
for students seeking additional support. 

 

CAPSTONE CALENDAR  
 
First Quar ter ï The proposal phase - developing challenging learning goals Second 

Second Quar ter ï The progress phase 

Third Quar ter ï The reflection phase 

 Four th Quar ter ï The presentation phase 

 
Seniors may access all information about the Capstone Project including the Capstone Manual in the Google 

Drive associated with their school email account. 
 
A senior  who plans to complete BHS studies by the end of the fall  semester (January, 2018) must notify  

his/her guidance counselor  by September 9, 2017 to discuss completing the Capstone requirement dur ing the 

fir st semester . 
 
 

COMMUNITY  SERVICE  

To demonstrate that one is a contributing member of the community, a student must complete at least 40 hours of 

community service, maintain a journal of that service, and write a reflective essay about what was learned through 

the service experiences. 
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B R A N F O R D   H I  G H   S C H O O L ôS 

P E R F O R M A N C E  G R A D U A T I O N  R E Q U I  R E M E N T S 
 

Branford High School is committed to "Improved Learning For Everyone." In pursuit of that goal, the BHS 

faculty, Branford Board of Education, and Branford High School Community, have developed seven Performance 

Graduation Requirements that clearly identify what ALL students should know and be able to do when they graduate 

from BHS. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements identify the skills and concepts every graduate is expected to achieve. 

Accordingly, the high school's educational program focuses on students acquiring and demonstrating those 

requirements as they progress towards graduation. Teachers, students, and parents can identify specific academic 

weaknesses and strengths and then focus attention on improving weaknesses and optimizing their strengths. Also, all 

students, teachers, parents, community-members, taxpayers, employers, and college admissions now know what each 

graduate is expected to know and be able to demonstrate. 

 
ñPerformance standardsò describe the various levels of quality work. The performance standards ratings include 

a '4' for a student who excels, ó3ô able to succeed consistently and independently, and ó2ô is developing the abili ty to 

do work on a consistent, independent basis, and ó1ô unable to do work. Students can also use these performance 

standards to self and peer assess areas and identify those in need of support. 
 

While traditional courses, grades, transcripts, and evaluations of student learning will  continue to be used 

throughout the high school experience, students are expected to achieve a '3' or better on each of the PGRs. Such an 

achievement indicates the student is an "autonomous learner" -- able to learn whatever is needed to be successful in 

the rapidly changing world in which they will  be li ving, working, and raising a family. 

 
HOW DO PERFORMA NCE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS [PGRs] IM PACT CLASSES? 

Performance Graduation Requirements are identified goals towards which teachers wil l shape lessons so all 

students will, before graduation, achieve a "consistent and independent" or better level of performance in each of the 

seven PGRs. 

Most courses offered in the educational program are aligned with one or more of the PGRs. Some courses, 

especially in world languages and social studies, have identified additional departmental outcomes that students are 

expected to demonstrate at the end of their course of study. Whether they are PGRs or departmental outcomes, by the 

end of the course, the students are expected to demonstrate those skills and competencies. The teacher, using the 

performance standards developed for that purpose, will  assess the student's performance and award a rating based on 

the performance standardôs rubric. Those ratings are reported to the parents at the end of each semester. 

 
HOW DO PGR RATINGS RELATE TO GRADE? 

 

GRADES traditionally reflect a student's overall  performance in a class in comparison to his/her peers and the 

teacher's expectations for students at that grade level. The grade a student earns in a course includes a number 

of components, including effort, homework, essay writing, oral participation, promptness, etc. - all  combined 

into an overall  evaluation of the student's performance in that course. Thus, an "A" in history says that the 

student, based upon all the expectations for that course and for students at that grade level, is among the top of 

students in that course. With the PGRs, however, the major component of any student's grade is the quality of 

that student's performance in meeting the specific expectation identified in the PGR and its performance 

standard. 
 

RATINGS are focused on specific skills and content learning. Ratings are designed to reflect performance standards 

that would apply beyond the given classroom and/or even our school. For example, "Excellent" writing is 

excellent no matter by whom it is done or where it is done. "Excellent" writing for one teacher should be 

"excellent" writing for another teacher; "excellent" in Branford should be similar to "excellent" writing in other 

high schools. The ratings are designed to reflect performance standards that can be applied to everyone and 

against which one can measure one's progress in meeting those standards. 

Students earn a rating of 4, 3, 2, 1 depending on the quality of their performance in demonstrating each of the 

skills and/or content outcomes aligned to the given course. Their performance is assessed against the standards 

that describe different qualities or levels of achievement. Because these are performance standards designed to 

assess whether a student knows or can perform at a level expected of a high school graduate, freshmen, even 

good students, may experience some difficulty in achieving the óconsistent and independentô or higher standard
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of performance.  As the student improves, the ratings the student earns will  increase. It will  be the student's 

'best ratings' used to determine if  the student has met the PGR. (See below) 

An analogy with a race offers an appropriate way of understanding the dif ference between grades and ratings. 

A student may win the 100-yard dash with a personal best of 11.7 seconds. Everyone knows the student did well 

because s/he came in first, but everyone also knows that the standard for 'excellence' in the 100-yard dash is 10 

seconds. In both the class and in the race the student who earns the 'A' knows s/he did very well.  However, s/he 

also understands that s/he still  has a way to go to achieve the higher standard of 'excellence' in the 100-yard dash 

or for the graduation requirements. 
 

WHAT ARE BHS PERFORMANCE RATINGS ? 

Like grades, performance ratings are a shorthand way of describing the quality of a student's performance compared, 

not to one's peers, but to an accepted standard of excellence. Performance standardôs ratings describe varied levels of 

achievement including the "proficient" or "Graduation" level. Performance standards also describe higher levels of 

performance that reflects a generally accepted description of excellence.  

 
The BHS performance standard ratings include: 

¶ 

¶ 

ó4ô 

ó3ô 

Excels 

Consistently & Independently 

¶ 

¶ 

ó2ô 

ó1ô 

Developing 

Unable to do 

 

A '4' rating represents an excellent performance for  graduating seniors no matter what high school they attend. 

Thus, it would be unli kely that a student would achieve '4s' for all outcomes and/or all graduation requirements. It 

would be very challenging for a student to achieve '4s' on a majority of the graduation requirements. 

 
Each level of the performance standards describes a different quality of achievement. These standards reflect how 

well a student knows or can perform a particular academic expectation and to report when they achieved a 

óproficientô or graduate level of performance. As the student improves, the ratings the student earns will  increase. It 

will  be only the student's 'best ratings' that determines when the student has met the PGR. 

 
An analogy with a race offers an appropriate way of understanding the difference between grades and ratings. A 

student may win the 100-meter dash with a personal best of 11.7 seconds. Everyone knows the student did well 

because s/he came in first, but everyone also knows that the standard for 'excellence' is 10 seconds. In both the class 

and in the race the student who earns the 'A' knows s/he did very well. However s/he also understands that s/he still  

has a way to go to achieve the higher standard of 'excellence' in the 100-meter dash or for the graduation expectation. 

So, a freshman may earn an óAô in a course, but may not achieve a óproficientô or better performance on a specific 

PGR because, while they are doing very well compared to their peers, they have not yet achieved a level of 

performance expected for a high school graduate. 

 
Grades and ratings in combination will  provide a more accurate and complete picture of what a student knows and 

how well s/he is performing in comparison to peers, (grades), and to standards of excellence. Grades and ratings will  

help students, teachers and parents more accurately identify specific weaknesses and strengths that can then be more 

readily addressed. In combination, they will  communicate to college admissions and to prospective employers what 

the student really knows and can do. 
 

The BEST rating earned for  an outcome is the final  rating for each of the Performance Graduation 

Requirements. The Graduation Expectation rating of 3 ï Consistent and Independent - is the minimum required 

rating for graduates. 
 

Also, by focusing on the best ratings, the students will  be motivated to improve. They realize that each attempt may 

be their final rating and that less successful attempts will  not prevent them from achieving the higher rating. 

HOW DO STUDENTS WHO HAVE VERY LOW SKILL  LEVELS, TRANSFER TO BHS, OR WHO RECEIVE 

SERVICES IN EITHER THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNER OR SPECIAL EDUCATION PROGRAM FIT 

INTO THIS PROCESS? 
 
 
A. SPECIAL EDUCATION- Branford High School Performance Graduation Requirements apply to all students, 

including students requiring special education pursuant to section 10-71a, except when the Planning and 
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Placement Team for such student determines the expected standard of performance for a graduation requirement 

is not appropriate. Such Planning and Placement Team may adjust the standard of performance and/or the 

graduation expectation. The PPT will  determine if  any PGRs, skills and content Learner Outcomes, and/or 

standard of performance need to be adjusted. 

B. TRANSFERS - As with any student who transfers into BHS, especially students from non-traditional or foreign 

schools, we have to interpret the student's transcript into BHS requirements and programs. If  the student  

transfers early enough in his/her high school career, s/he will  be expected to meet Branford High School's PGRs. 

A review committee will  make any necessary recommendations based on the incoming student's academic 

record and the amount of time expected to lapse before the student is graduated. 

C. English Language Learners - With the increasing number of students from foreign countries, a process similar to 

the aforementioned review committee will  occur for students in the ELL program. The committee will  assess  

the student's performance and make modifications to the language-related requirements on a case-by-case basis. 

D. LOW ACHIEVING STUDENTS ï Some students struggle just to be minimally successful in school, but are not 

eligible for special education and, therefore, have no PPT process to adjust the graduation standards. Learning  

for these students is primarily a matter of effort and time [some students 'learn' more quickly / more slowly]. 

Performance Assessments more clearly identify students' academic weaknesses and allow them to focus on those 

areas where they need extra work / support. 

A review panel, like the one above, will  make modifications if, and only if, the student consistently demonstrates 

that s/he has taken advantage of the available support rather than avoiding the extra work needed to achieve at 

the graduate standard. 

If  you have any questions, suggestions, ideas, PLEASE share them with us. 
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SECTION  TWO 

 

 

A C A D E M I  C S C H O O L P O L I  C I  E S 
 
 

M INI MUM COURSE LOAD REQUIREMEN T*  

 
All  Students must carry a minimum of six courses / credits PLUS Health/ Physical Education (1/4 credit)) for a 

total of 6 1/4 credits. 

Exceptions to these requirements will  be made only in rare instances. 

Such exceptions must be approved by the Administration. 
 

In place of reporting class rank to post secondary institutions, a graphic representation of an individualôs overall 

level of performance in relation to his/her class will  be sent as well as a PGR Transcript. Data from a variety of 

sources and a variety of organizations clearly demonstrate that colleges do not need Rank in Class and the lack of 

such a rank would not hurt  a student applicant. In fact, the lack of a rank in class has been shown to help the vast 

majority of students who do apply to college without hurting the applications of the top students. 

The reason for this policy is simple ï students with very similar Academic Grade Point Averages ïalmost the 

same number going out to 3 or more decimal places ï end up with a disproportionate difference in their respective 

class ranks. For example, there can be a difference of 80 places in rank between a student with a B+ average and 

another student with a B- average. Rank in Class would put the student with a B- average in the bottom half of the 

class and thus at an extreme disadvantage when applying to college. 
 

COURSE LEVELS 

Branford High School offers classes on three levels: 1) STANDARD; 2) HONORS and 3) ADVANCED 

PLACEMENT. Enrollment in Honors / AP courses is open to students interested in meeting the challenge of a 

ócollege-li keô course. While students are encouraged to rise to these challenges, it should be recognized that students 

enrolli ng in three or more Advanced Placement courses at the same time will  require a significant readjustment of 

out-of-school priorities. 
 

WEIGHTI NG OF COURSES 
 

 

STANDARD  
 

 

HONORS 
  

 

AP 
 

Grade 
 

GPA 
 

GRADE 
 

GPA 
 

GRADE 
 

GPA 

A+ 4.3 A+  4.7 A+ 4.8 

A 4.0 A  4.3 A 4.5 

A- 3.7 A-  4.0 A- 4.2 

B+ 3.3 B+  3.7 B+ 3.8 

B 3.0 B  3.3 B 3.5 

B- 2.7 B-  3.0 B- 3.2 

C+ 2.3 C+  2.7 C+ 2.8 

C 2.0 C  2.0 C 2.0 

C- 1.7 C-  1.7 C- 1.7 

D+ 1.3 D+  1.3 D+ 1.3 

D 1.0 D  1.0 D 1.0 

D- 0.7 D-  0.7 D- 0.7 

F 0.0 F  0.0 F 0.0 
 

*  Any student receiving the benefits from programs under A.D.C. Veteranôs Administration, Social Security, etc. must be 

classified as a full-time student and, therefore, must carry the minimum course load. 
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GRADING  

 
A = Excellent 

 
X = Loss of Credit or PGR rating due to excessive absences 

 
B= GOOD 

 
WP = Withdrew from course (Passing at the time) 

 
C= FAIR 

 
WF = Withdrew from course (Failing at the time) 

 
D= Poor 

 
P+ = Honors for a Pass/Fail course 

 
F = Failure 

 
P = Passing for credit 

 
I = Incomplete 

 
Au = Audit (no credit) 

 

Note: 
 

 
¶ WP, P, P+ do not affect grade point average. 

¶ WF is a "0" in determining Grade Point Average and will  affect grade point average, rank-in-class, and 

honor roll.  

¶ Incompletes are required to be made up within 7 school days after the end of the quarter. 
 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE 
 

A studentôs Off icial Grade Point Average is determined at the end of the seventh semester. Only grades earned in 

Branford High School will  be used in calculating GPA. To receive a BHS GPA a student must be enrolled in 

Branford High School for at least three semesters including the student's junior year and have earned 7.5 credits in 

ñcore academic coursesò. 
 

Most courses designated as " HONORS"  AND / OR " ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND / OR UCONN ECE"  are offered IN 

THE THIRD OR LATER YEARS OF AN ACADEMIC PROGRAM. There are óacceleratedô courses that Freshman and 

Sophomores can take based on prerequisites. Advanced Placement" courses may be offered by any program in which 

an "AP" course of studies / test is offered. UCONN ECE courses may be offered through the UCONN program. 

While ADMISSION TO " HONORS"  AND / OR "AP"  COURSES may be open to any interested student, the student must 

earn at least a "C+" or above in the given course to receive the extra grade weight given to these particular courses. 
 

IN PLACE OF REPORTI NG CLASS RANK TO POST SECONDARY INSTIT UTION S, A GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION  OF AN 

INDIVIDUALôS OVERALL  LEVEL OF PERFORMANC E IN RELATION  TO HI S/HER CLASS WILL  BE SENT. 

 
CRITERIA  FOR THE BRANFORD HIGH SCHOOL HONOR ROLL (UNWEIGHTED) 

The purpose of the B.H.S. Honor Roll  is: "To honor those students who have achieved an above average or superior 

level in their chosen course of studies for a given marking period." There are three types of distinction included on 

the Honor Roll:  HIGH HONORS; HONORS; and SPECIAL  RECOGNITION. 
 

Courses that meet each day during a semester will be calculated with a multiplier of 1.0, and classes that meet on 

alternate days will be calculated with a multiplier of .5 for the unweighted GPA that will be used in determining 

Honors and Eligibility. 

¶ carry the minimum required course load; 

¶ earn no grade lower than a "C" in any/all courses; 

¶ earn an "P+" or "P" in any Honors/Pass/Fail course; 

¶ make up any "I"  within 7 school days of the end of the quarter; 

¶ not have received a "WF" 

¶ only grades earned in Branford High School will  be used in calculating honor roll.  

For HIGH HONORS students must earn an "A-" or better average for the marking period. 

For HONORS students must earn a "B" or better average grade for the marking period. 

For SPECIAL  RECOGNITION a student must increase his/her average grade from one marking period to the next 

by one-half letter grade or more. 
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To earn BHS ANNUAL  HIGH HONOR STUDENT or  BHS ANNUAL  HONOR STUDENT recognition, the 

student must earn Honor Roll  recognition for a sequence of four (4) marking periods in a row. The student is 

awarded a special pin for this significant achievement at the fall ñAnnual Honors Breakfastò. The maximum number 

of BHS Honor Student Pins that can be earned by one student is four (4). 
 
 
HONORS OPTION  

The mission of Branford High School is to foster academic and personal excellence through a curriculum designed 

to challenge all students with a unique combination of instruction and assessment strategies. Each department 

seeks to motivate and recognize students who want to go beyond the existing curriculum to deepen their 

knowledge and understanding of key concepts and content presented in the classroom.  

 

In the attempt to fulfill that mission, each department, in specific second year classes, is offering sophomores the 

option to earn ñHonorsò. In these courses, during the first marking period, the higher expectations for the óhonors 

optionô will be distributed and explained to students. Students (excluding Freshman) interested in earning óhonorsô 

by participating in the óhonors optionô will be given a pre-honors option assignment so they can better understand 

the expectations of the óhonors optionô program. The higher expectations for the óhonors optionô will be clearly 

stated and include the use of analytic rubrics to assess the collection of the studentôs work demonstrating the 

achievement of the higher óhonorsô expectations that are completed on time. Students (excluding Freshman) 

earning the ñHonorsô designation through the ñhonors option will have óhonorsô designated on their transcript and 

earn the extra grade weighting for an honors course.  

 

Freshmen, who are in second year courses [i.e., French 2, Spanish 2, or Biology,] may exercise the óhonors optionô 

and, if successful, will have óhonorsô designated on their transcript but will not earn the extra grade weighting.  

This is to insure that students who excel in these three courses do not have a GPA advantage over their classmates 

who may excel in English and/or social studies. The extra grade weighting is earned only when all members of a 

given class have the same opportunity to earn the extra weighting. 
 

PASS / FAIL  OPTION  

Students may elect to take a course on a pass/fail basis if  the course is taken above the minimum course load 

(not including physical education). An "F" in a pass/fail course will  affect grade-point average and rank-in-class. 

A Pass/Fail will  be recorded on the student's transcript. 

Students wishing to be evaluated on a pass/fail basis in a particular course must receive permission from their 

counselor during the first month of matricul ation in that course. Specific dates for this purpose will  be printed 

in the Student Handbook. 

A student may audit a class if  the course load requirement is fulfilled and the permission of an administrator 

and class instructor is granted. An audited course is taken for no credit and on a ñseats availableò basis. 

 
COURSE CHANGES 

 

During the course registration process the student selects his/her courses for the ensuing year. It is imperative 

that s/he review his/her options carefully  with his/her guidance counselor, teacher, and parents because requests 

for schedule changes after the close of the school year will  be seriously considered only under the following 

conditions: 

1. To add a course that is available during his/her assigned study. 

2. To change a course/level to meet prerequisite requirements. 

3. To correct a clerical/technical error. 

4. To add a necessary course to meet graduation requirements. 
 

Requests for a change in teachers will  not be honored unless there is documentation that the particular student 

and teacher have had prior diff iculties. 
 

All  requests for a course/level changes must be submitted in writing within one week of the start of school by 

completing a Schedule Change-Student Request Form available from the Counseling Career Center. The 

completed and signed request form is to be turned into the student's guidance counselor, who will  notify the 

student and all teachers involved if  the change will  be made and the effective date of the course change. 
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COURSE WIT HDRAWAL  LI M IT ATI ONS 
 

In order to receive permission to withdraw from a course, the student must, after the Withdrawal, still  be 

carrying the minimum required course load. If  a student receives permission to withdraw within fifth (5
th
) week, 

no record will  be kept that the student was enrolled in the course. However, if  a student receives permission to 

withdraw after the deadline, it will  be noted on the student's transcript, depending on the teacher's evaluation of 

the student's performance, as a Withdrawal Pass or a Withdrawal Fail. 

STUDENTS SHALL CONTINUE WITH THEIR SCHEDULE OF CLASSES UNTIL THE EFFECTIVE DATE 

OF THE COURSE CHANGE or WITHDRAWAL. 
 

 

CREDIT  MA KEUP DUE TO FAI LURE OR LA CK OF ATTENDANCE  

Students may make up lost credits in courses due to failure or lack of attendance by: 

¶ Taking the course in Summer School; 

¶ Taking the course again during the following school year; 

¶ A student may take the next course in the next English sequence (e.g. English 10) ONLY if  the 

student has passed or is taking the preceding course (e.g. English 9) 
 

EXCEPT FOR COURSES LABELED AS "ADVANC ED",  CREDIT TOWARDS GRADUATI ON WIL L 

NOT BE AWARD ED TWICE FOR THE SAM E COURSE. 
 

 
INDEPENDENT STUDY 

 

Independent Study gives the student the opportunity to study a subject above and beyond what is available within the 

present curriculum. The student will  design a plan, timeline, and identify an advisor with his/her guidance counselor. 

The completed proposal will  be approved by the principal. Independent Study will  be assessed on the basis of honors, 

pass or no credit. Contracts will  be available in the Guidance Off ice. 
 

Independent study 

¶ can only be above the minimum course requirements 

¶ can not be in place of a course that is being taught by BHS 

¶ can not be in place of a course required for graduation except if  it is being used to make up the courseôs grade 

and/or credit 

¶ grades are only: Honors; Pass; No Credit. With No Credit, the independent study will  not appear on the 

studentôs transcript 

¶ does not count towards athletic eligibili ty 

¶ 65 hours of study = ½ credit 

¶ 130 hours of study = 1 credit 

 
From now on the format for placing these kinds of learning activities on the transcript will  be in categories, i.e.: 

¶ BHS Independent Study - Science 
 

¶ Yale Independent Study - Cultures 
 

¶ On-line Independent Study - Math 
 

¶ Correspondence Independent Study - World Languages 
 

No matter what grade is received - on the BHS transcript only "Pass" or "Fail" will  appear - except for BHS 

Independent Study, where Honors maybe given for "A" level work. 

 
If  the course giver sends a separate transcript for a student, that transcript will  be attached to the BHS transcripts - 

one for courses and grades and one for PGRs. 

 
If  the course giver sends a list of students who participated with their grades, no transcript will  be attached to the two 

BHS transcript. 
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Credits [never grades] earned via on line and/or correspondence courses will  only be accepted towards meeting 

graduation requirements if: 

¶ The organization/institution is accredited by one of the six, federally recognized, regional 
accreditation agencies 

¶ The course/program taken is above the minimum course requirements 

¶ The course/program taken is not in place of a course that is being taught by BHS 

¶ The course/program taken cannot  be in place of a course required for graduation except 

if  it is being used to make up the course's grade and/or credit 

¶ While BHS will  accept the credit earned by the successful completion of such courses/programs the grades 

will  not be included in BHS grade point average 

¶ The course/program does not count towards athletic eligibili ty 
 
 
 
ON-L INE / CORRESPONDENCE PROGRAM S 

 
Credits [never grades] earned via an on-line and/or correspondence course will  only be accepted towards meeting 

graduation requirements if: 

¶ The  organization/institution  is accredited  by one  of  the  six,  federally recognized,  regional  accreditation 

agencies 

¶ The course/program taken is above the minimum course requirements 

¶ The course/program taken is not in place of a course that is being taught by BHS 

¶ The course/program taken cannot be in place of a course required for graduation except if  it is being used to 

make up the courseôs grade and/or credit 

¶ While BHS will accept the credit earned by the successful completion of the such a course/program, the grades 

will  not be included in the BHS grade point average 

¶ The course/program does not count towards athletic eligibili ty 
 
 

ON-L INE PROGRAMS ARE IN THE P ROCESS OF REVISION- EDGENUITY  

Å To register for a course see Guidance 

Å BHS will accept the credit earned, students may elect to include the grade in the BHS Grade Point Average.  

Declarations for Edgenuity yearlong course date is at the end of 1st marking period. 

Å For semester courses, declaration will be made at the end of the first or third marking period.  See Ms. Dadio 

for details 

 
AUDIT  A CLASS 

Students may audit a class if  their course load requirement is fulfilled and the permission of an administrator and class 
instructor is granted. An audited course is taken for no credit and on a ñseats availableò basis. 

 
PHYSICAL  EDUCATI ON / INTERSCHOLASTI CS M EDICAL  EXCUSE 

 
A physical condition may limit a studentôs involvement in the Physical Education Program.  To make such a request 

the student must: 

1. obtain a Physical Education M edical Excuse Form from the school nurse; 

2. have his/her doctor specify the nature of the student's physical/health condition and what specific types of 

physical activities the student should avoid because of that condition; 

3. return the completed from to the school nurse 

4. obtain an alternative assignment from his/her teacher 

 
EARLY  OUT 

Seniors who will  have met all of the Branford High School graduation requirements by the end of the Fall 

Semester, AND who have an alternative educational plan for the Spring Semester may apply for Early Out. A 

student must apply for Early Out during the Spring Semester of the Junior Year. 
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SENIOR INTERNSHIP PROGRAM  

Career exploration is vital for all students no matter their individual interests, aspirations and capabili ties. The 

Senior Internship Program is an extension of the BHS Career Centerôs community outreach program and allows students 

another opportunity to demonstrate their abili ty to be contributing members of their community. See Special 

Programs in this book. 



20  

SECTION  THREE 

 

C O U R S E   S E L E C T I O N   P R O C E S S 
 

The selection of courses by students determines the number and allocation of teachers, building util ization, 

schedule preparation, and other considerations that have a definite cost factor. 
 

THEREFORE, IT IS VERY IM PORTANT THAT  YOU SELECT YOUR COURSES 

WIT H GREAT CARE. 

 

SCHEDULING  PROCESS 
 

1. The process of course selection for next year begins in January with class meetings. 
 

2. All  present 9
th 

grade students meet as a group with their counselor to receive registration materials and have a 

follow-up session during the first two weeks of March to select their courses for the following year. 

3. All  present 8
th
, 10

th  
and 11

th 
grade students and parents are scheduled to meet with  their  counselors to 

review specific needs, concerns, course / level recommendations and to select electives. 
 

4. Prior  to these conferences, students should have: 
 

¶ Reviewed the course offerings in this PROGRAM OF STUDIES 
 

¶ Talked to their teachers and/or Department Chairs to review available courses for next year 
 

¶ Completed the course selection form provided by the Guidance Department. 
 

5. If  a student requests an Honor Level placement, the request will  be honored. However, once in the 'Honor 

Levelô, requests to move to Standard Level may not be possible because of class sizes or schedule conflicts. 
 

6. Parental signature is required on all Course Selection Sheets. 
 

7. Students will  be notified as soon as possible if  a course is canceled. In order to facilitate the selection 

process, students will  be requested to provide second choices for their electives at their Scheduling 

Conference. If scheduling conflicts prohibit placement in a first choice, the second choices will  automatically 

be util ized in an attempt to complete the studentôs schedule of classes. 
 

8. Students will be notified if  there is a course conflict with their core academic choices. A conference will  take 

place with their counselor to resolve the conflict. 
 

9. Students who fail  required courses should immediately re-schedule with  their counselor. 
 

10. Students may adjust their course choices for next year ONLY  if  they do so before the end of the present school 

year. After that, course changes will  be made ONLY for the following reasons and then only if  class size 

permits the change; otherwise, all course choices will  be considered FINAL.  
 

¶ To replace a study hall with a course. 
 

¶ To compensate for Summer School courses. 
 

¶ To correct for unexpected failure or to meet prerequisite requirements. 
 

¶ To correct a technical/clerical error. 
 

¶ To meet graduation requirements (Senior Class). 
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SECTION  FOUR 

 

C O L L E G E  A D M I S S I O N S 
 

Entrance requirements for different colleges vary; however, there are certain basic requirements upon which 

colleges generally agree. All  colleges appear to be increasing their  admissions requirements and the 

competition for being accepted to college is also increasing. For example, the following requirements will  apply 

for students entering 

 
M ANY STATE INSTIT UTIO NS SELECTI VE COLLEGES  

 

English 

Mathematic

s 

4 credits 

3 (Geometry - Algebra II)*  

English 

Mathematic

s 

4 credits 

4 

Single For. Lang. 3 Social Studies 4 

Social Studies 3 Laboratory Sciences 3-4 

Laboratory Sciences 2 Modern Languages 3 

Academic Electives 2 Academic Electives 2 

 

Listed below are examples of basic minimum requirements for specific college programs: 

 
L IBERAL ARTS SCIENCE ENGINEERING 

 

English 4 credits English 4 credits 

Social Studies 3 Social Studies 3 

Mathematics (through Algebra II) 3 Mathematics 4 

Science 2-3 Foreign Language 3 

Foreign Language 3 Chemistry & Lab 1 

Fine/Practical Arts 1 Physics & Lab 1 

  Fine/Practical Arts 1 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION  NURSING 
 

English 4 credits English 4 credits 

Social Studies 3 Social Studies 2 

Mathematics 4 Mathematics 3 

Foreign Language 2-3 Foreign Language 2-3 

Science 2 Biology & Lab 1 

Fine/Practical Arts 1 Chemistry & Lab 1 

  Physics & Lab 1 

  Fine/Practical Arts 1 
 

Highly selective colleges expect a student to take a very demanding program of studies and do well in 

comparison. Admissions counselors also urge high school seniors to take a demanding and challenging program 

during their  senior year. College acceptances may be withdrawn if  a student does not perform at a level equal to 

or better than that of previous years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*  NCAA eligibili ty regulations count only math courses from Algebra I on. 



 

 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY CENTER 
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NCAA Division I  Initial -Eligi bili ty Requirements 
Core C ou r ses: ( 16)  

 

¶ I n i t i al  fu l l -t ime  co l le giate  enrollment  before  Au gust  1, 20 16:  
o Sixteen  (16)  cor e cour ses are required (see chart below for subject-area requirements). 

¶ I n i t i al  fu l l -t ime  co l le gi ate  enrollment  on  or  af t er  August  1, 201 6: 
o Sixteen  (16)  cor e cour ses are required (see chart below for subject-area requirements). 
Á Ten (10) core courses completed before the seventh semester; seven (7) of the 10 must be in English, 

math or natural/ physical science. 

¶ These courses/ grades are "locked in" at start  of the seventh semester (cannot be repeated for 
grade-point average [GPA] improvement to meet initi al-eligibility  requirem ents for competiti on). 

o Students who do not meet core-cour se progr ession requirements may stil l be eligible to receive athletics 
aid and pract ice in the ini tial year  of enrollment by meeting academic redshirt  r equirements (see below).  

 

Test  Scor es: ( ACT/SA T)  
 

¶ Students must present a corr esponding test score and core-course GPA on the sliding scale (see Page No. 2). 
o SAT:  critical  reading and math secti ons. 
Á Best subscore from each section is used to determi ne the SAT combined score for initial  eligibility.  

o ACT: English, math, reading and science secti ons. 
Á Best subscore from each section is used to determi ne the ACT sum score for initial  eligibi lit y. 

¶ All ACT and SAT attempts before initial  full-time collegiate enrollment may be used for init ial eligibi lity.  

¶ Enter  9999  dur ing  ACT  or  SAT  regi str at i on  to  ensure  the  test i ng  agency  r eports  your  score  
d i rectly  to the  NCAA El i gibi l i ty  Cente r . Test  scor es on  t ranscr i p t s w i ll  not  be used . 

 

Core G r ade-Poin t  Averag e: 
 

¶ Only core cour ses that  appear on the high school's List of NCAA Courses on the NCAA Eligibi lity  Center's 
website (www.eligib ilitycenter.org) will be used to calculate your core-course GPA. Use this list as a guide. 

¶ I n i t i al  fu l l -t ime  co l le giate  enrollment  before  Au gust  1, 20 16:  
o Students must present a corr esponding test score (ACT sum score or SAT combined score) and core-course 

GPA (minimum  2.000)  on Sliding Scale A (see Page No. 2). 
o Core-course GPA is calculated using the best  16 core  cour ses that  meet subject-area requirements. 

¶ I n i t i al  fu l l -t ime  co l le gi ate  enrollment  on  or  af t er  August  1, 201 6: 
o Students must present a corr esponding test score (ACT sum score or SAT combined score) and core-course 

GPA (minimum  2.300)  on Sliding Scale B (see Page No. 2). 
o Core-course GPA is calculated using the best  16 core  cour ses that  meet both progression (10 before 

seventh semester;  seven in English, math or science; "locked in")  and subject-area requirements. 
 
 

DIVISION I 
Core-Course Requirement (16) 

4 years of English 

3 years of math (Algebra I or higher) 

2 years of natural/physical science 
(1 year of lab if offered) 

1 year of additional English, math or 
natural/physical science 

2 years of social science 

4 years of additional courses (any 
area above, foreign language or 
comparative religion/philosophy) 

DIVISION I ï 2016 
Qualifier Requirements 

*Athletics aid, practice, and competition 

¶ 16 core courses 
o Ten (10) core courses 

completed before the start of 
seventh semester. Seven (7) of 
the 10 must be in English, math 
or natural/physical science. 
Á "Locked in" for core-course 

GPA calculation. 

¶ Corresponding test score (ACT 
sum score or SAT combined 
score) and core-course GPA 
(minimum 2.300) on Sliding Scale 
B (see Page No. 2). 

¶ Graduate from high school. 

DIVISION I ï 2016 
Academic Redshirt Requirements 
*Athletics aid and practice (no competition) 

¶ 16 core courses 
o No grades/credits "locked in" 

(repeated courses after the 
seventh semester begins may 
be used for initial eligibility). 

¶ Corresponding test score (ACT 
sum score or SAT combined 
score) and core-course GPA 
(minimum 2.000) on Sliding Scale 
B (see Page No. 2). 

¶ Graduate from high school. 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


 

 
[Type text] 

Sl i di ng  Scale  B 
Use for  D iv i si on  I  beg in n ing  August  1, 20 16  

NCAA  DI VI SI ON  I  SL I DING  SCALE 

Core  GPA  SAT  ACT Sum  
Ver bal  an d M ath  ON LY 

3.550 400  37 
3.525 410 38 
3.500 420 39 
3.475 430 40 
3.450 440 41 
3.425 450 41 
3.400 460 42 
3.375 470 42 
3.350 480 43 
3.325 490 44 
3.300 500 44 
3.275 510 45 
3.250 520 46 
3.225 530 46 
3.200 540 47 
3.175 550 47 
3.150 560 48 
3.125 570 49 

3.100 580 49 
3.075 590 50 
3.050 600  50 
3.025 610 51 
3.000 620 52 
2.975 630 52 
2.950 640 53 
2.925 650 53 
2.900 660 54 
2.875 670 55 
2.850 680 56 
2.825 690 56 
2.800  700 57 
2.775 710 58 
2.750 720 59 
2.725 730 60 
2.700 740 61 
2.675 750 61 
2.650 760 62 
2.625 770 63 
2.600 780 64 
2.575 790 65 
2.550 800  66 
2.525 810 67 
2.500  820 68 
2.475 830 69 
2.450 840 70 
2.425 850 70 
2.400 860 71 
2.375 870 72 
2.350 880 73 
2.325 890 74 
2.300 900  75 
2.299 910 76 
2.275 910 76 
2.250 920 77 
2.225 930 78 
2.200  940 79 
2.175 950 80 
2.150 960 81 
2.125 970 82 
2.100 980 83 
2.075 990 84 
2.050 1000 85 
2.025 1010 86 
2.000 1020 86 

 

 

Sl i di ng  Scale  A 
Use for  D iv i si on  I  pr ior  t o August  1, 2016  

NCAA  DI VI SI ON  I  SL I DING  SCALE 

Core  GPA  SAT  ACT Sum  
Ver bal  an d M ath  ON LY 

3.550 & above 400  37 
3.525 410 38 
3.500 420 39 
3.475 430 40 
3.450 440 41 
3.425 450 41 
3.400 460 42 
3.375 470 42 
3.350 480 43 
3.325 490 44 
3.300 500 44 
3.275 510 45 
3.250 520 46 
3.225 530 46 
3.200 540 47 
3.175 550 47 
3.150 560 48 
3.125 570 49 

3.100 580 49 
3.075 590 50 
3.050 600  50 
3.025 610 51 
3.000 620 52 
2.975 630 52 
2.950 640 53 
2.925 650 53 
2.900 660 54 
2.875 670 55 
2.850 680 56 
2.825 690 56 
2.800  700 57 
2.775 710 58 
2.750 720 59 
2.725 730 59 
2.700 730 60 
2.675 740-750 61 
2.650 760 62 
2.625 770 63 
2.600 780 64 
2.575 790 65 
2.550 800  66 
2.525 810 67 
2.500  820 68 
2.475 830 69 
2.450 840-850 70 
2.425 860 70 
2.400 860 71 
2.375 870 72 
2.350 880 73 
2.325 890 74 
2.300 900  75 
2.275 910 76 
2.250 920 77 
2.225 930 78 
2.200  940 79 
2.175 950 80 
2.150 960 80 
2.125 960 81 
2.100 970 82 
2.075 980 83 
2.050 990 84 
2.025 1000 85 
2.000 1010 86 

 
 

For more information, visit www.eligibilit ycenter.org or www.2point3.org. 

http://www.2point3.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY CENTER 
QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Divi sion II  Initia l-Eligi bili ty Requirements 
 

Core C ou r ses 
 

¶ Division  II  cur r en tly  requ i r es 16 cor e cour ses. See the chart  below. 

¶ Begin n in g Au gust  1, 20 18, to become a full  or partial qualifier for Divi sion I I , all  college-bound 
student-athletes must complete the 16 core-course requirement.  

 
Test  Scor es 

 

¶ Division  I I  currently  requires  a  minimum  SAT  score  of  820  or  an  ACT  sum  score  of  68. 
Begin n in g Au gust  1, 20 18, Divi sion I I  will  use a sliding scale to match test scores and core-course 
grade-point  averages (GPA).  The sliding scale for  those requirements is shown on Page No. 2 of this 
sheet. 

¶ The SAT score used for  NCAA purposes includes on ly  the critical reading and math sections. The 
writing section of the SAT is not used. 

¶ The  ACT  score  used  for  NCAA  purposes  is  a  sum  of  the  follow ing  four  sections: English, 
mathematics, reading and science. 

¶ W hen you  r egist er  for  t he SAT  or  ACT,  use t he NCAA  El igib i l i ty  Cen t er  code  of  9999  to  
ensu re  all  SAT  an d ACT scor es are  r eport ed d i r ectly  to  t he NCAA  El igibi l i ty  Cen ter  
from  the test in g agency. Test  scor es t hat  app ear  on  t ra nscr ipts  w i ll  not  be used. 

 

Gra de-Poin t  Aver age 
 

¶ Be sure to look at your high schoolôs List of NCAA Courses on the NCAA Eligibil ity Center's website 
(www.eligibilitycenter.org). Only courses that appear on your school's approved List of NCAA 
Courses will  be used in the calculation of the core GPA. Use the list as a guide. 

¶ The current Division  I I  core GPA requirement  is a minimum of 2.000.  Div ision  II  core GPA 
required to be eligible for  competit ion on  or  aft er  Aug ust  1, 20 18,  is 2.200 (corresponding test- 
score requirements are listed on the Sliding Scale on Page No. 2 of this sheet). 

¶ The minimum Division  I I  core GPA required to receive athletics aid and practice as a part ial 
qualifier on  or  aft er  Au gust  1, 201 8 , is 2.000 (corresponding test-score requirements are listed 
on the Sliding Scale on Page No. 2 of this sheet). 

¶ Remember, the NCAA core GPA is calculated using NCAA core courses only. 
 

DIVISION II 
16 Core Courses 

3 years of English. 

2 years of mathematics (Algebra I 
or higher). 

2 years of natural/physical science 
(1 year of lab if offered by high 
school). 

3 years of additional English, 
mathematics or natural/physical 
science. 

2 years of social science. 

4 years of additional courses (from 
any area above, foreign language 
or comparative 
religion/philosophy). 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/


25 
 

DIVI SI ON II  
PAR TIAL QU AL I FI ER SLIDING  SCALE  

Use for  D iv i si on  II  beginni ng  August  1, 20 18  

Core  GPA  SAT  ACT Sum  
Ver bal  an d M ath  ON LY 

3.050 & above 400 37 

3.025 410 38 

3.000  420 39 

2.975 430 40 

2.950 440 41 

2.925 450 41 

2.900 460 42 

2.875 470 42 

2.850 480 43 

2.825 490 44 

2.800 500 44 

2.775 510 45 

2.750 520 46 

2.725 530 46 

2.700 540 47 

2.675 550 47 

2.650 560 48 

2.625 570 49 

2.600 580 49 

2.575 590 50 

2.550 600 50 

2.525 610 51 

2.500 620 52 

2.475 630 52 

2.450 640 53 

2.425 650 53 

2.400 660 54 

2.375 670 55 

2.350 680 56 

2.325 690 56 

2.300 700 57 

2.275 710 58 

2.250 720 59 

2.225 730 60 

2.200 740 61 

2.175 750 61 

2.150 760 62 

2.125 770 63 

2.100 780 64 

2.075 790 65 

2.050 800 66 

2.025 810 67 

2.000 820 & above 68 & above 

 

 

DIVI SI ON II  
COM PETI TI ON SLI DING  SCALE  

Use for  D iv i si on  II  beginni ng  August  1, 20 18  

Core  GPA  SAT  ACT Sum  
Ver bal  an d M ath  ON LY 

3.300 & above 400 37 

3.275 410 38 

3.250 420 39 

3.225 430 40 

3.200 440 41 

3.175 450 41 

3.150 460 42 

3.125 470 42 

3.100 480 43 

3.075 490 44 

3.050 500 44 

3.025 510 45 

3.000  520 46 

2.975 530 46 

2.950 540 47 

2.925 550 47 

2.900 560 48 

2.875 570 49 

2.850 580 49 

2.825 590 50 

2.800 600 50 

2.775 610 51 

2.750 620 52 

2.725 630 52 

2.700 640 53 

2.675 650 53 

2.650 660 54 

2.625 670 55 

2.600 680 56 

2.575 690 56 

2.550 700 57 

2.525 710 58 

2.500 720 59 

2.475 730 60 

2.450 740 61 

2.425 750 61 

2.400 760 62 

2.375 770 63 

2.350 780 64 

2.325 790 65 

2.300 800 66 

2.275 810 67 

2.250 820 68 

2.225 830 69 

2.200 840 & above 70 & above 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, visit the NCAA Eligibility  Center website at www.eligibilit ycenter.org. 

http://www.eligibilitycenter.org/
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SECTION  FIVE  

C O U R S E D E S C R I  P T I  O N S 
 
 
 

Ten Lessons the Arts Teach 
By Elliot Eisner 

 
 
The ar ts teach children to make good judgments about qualit ative relationships. 

Unlike much of the curriculum in which correct answers and rules prevail, in the arts, it 

is judgment rather than rules that prevail. 
 
The ar ts teach children that problems can have more than one soluti on 

and that questions can have more than one answer. 
 
The ar ts celebrate multiple  perspectives. 

One of their large lessons is that there are many ways to see and interpret the world. 
 
The ar ts teach children that in complex forms of problem solving 

purposes are seldom fi xed, but change with circumstance and opportunity. Learning in the arts requires the abili ty 

and a will ingness to surrender to the unanticipated possibili ties of the work as it unfolds. 
 
The ar ts make vivid  the fact that neither words in their  l iteral form nor number exhaust what we can know. 
The limits of our language do not define the limits of our cognition. 

 
The ar ts teach students that small  dif ferences can have large effects. 
The arts traff ic in subtleties. 

 
The ar ts teach students to think through and within  a material.  
All  art forms employ some means through which images become real. 

 
The ar ts help children learn to say what cannot be said. 
When children are invited to disclose what a work of art helps them feel, they must reach into their poetic capacities 

to find the words that will  do the job. 
 
The ar ts enable us to have experience we can have fr om no other source 
and through such experience to discover the range and variety of what we are capable of feeling. 

 
The ar tsô position in the school curriculum  symbolizes to the young 

what adults believe is important. 
 
 
SOURCE: Eisner, E. (2002). The Arts and the Creation of Mind, In Chapter 4, What the Arts Teach and How It 

Shows. (pp. 70-92). Yale University Press. 
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Fine & Practical Arts 
 
There are academic, school-wide Performance Graduation Requirements aligned with  vari ous courses offered in 

the 2017 ï 2018 Program of Studies. The following departmental performance expectations are the focus   of the 

Fine and Practical Ar ts curricul um. 

¶ Create, present, perform, respond, connect, and communicate ideas thr ough specific areas of study 

 
¶ Apply appropriate technical skills and demonstr ate proficient use of technical skills 

 
¶ Demonstr ate a clear  understanding of health  and safety procedures 

 

¶ Through in-depth reflection, constructive criticism, and self-assessment students will effectively use content specific 

terminology for describing, supporting, and justifying work 

 

 

Art 

The high school art program is integral to the education of all of our students. Art is one of the core academic subject 

areas and is important for every student. There is a basic level of literacy that all students should attain in the arts. 

Studies have shown that students who participate in arts education courses score higher on SATôs. Arts Education 

fosters self-expression, creative thinking, craftsmanship, problem solving and self-esteem. Through art instruction and 

skill  development, students learn about themselves and the world around them. Course offerings in the arts are rich, 

varied and include a large variety of fine and commercial art subjects. The advanced level of courses can be taken 

repeatedly for  an in depth study of an art  form. 
 

ART PREREQUISITE POLI CY 

Admission to the next standard level course in a sequence is based on passing the prior course in the sequence. Admission 

to Advanced Placement Studio Art is based on a student achieving a B or better in an advanced level 

course. Students seeking admission who do not achieve the B are required to successfully complete an independent 
study/assessment provided by the department by the last day of classes. 

 
 

9531 ï ADV. PLACEM ENT STUDIO ART                                                                                   11, 12    1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Any student completing an independent study/assessment provided by the art department should 

complete work prior to Quarter 4. (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

AP Studio Art is designed as an intensive course and requires more time than traditional offerings of the art 

department. AP Studio Art does not require a written exam be taken. The Advanced Placement Program in Studio Art is 

a performance-based visual exam. Each student develops and submits a portfolio that serves as a direct demonstration of 

achievement. At the end of the first quarter students will  chose to concentrate their AP Studio Art portfolio in either 2-D 

Design, 3-D Design or Drawing. To assist the students in the development of their portfolio, students will  be expected to 

attend meetings in the spring to prepare for summer art project assignments. 

 
9140 - ART HISTORY THROUGH STUDIO ART       9-12 ½ cr. 

This course will cover art material from the Ancient Civilizations in the Middle East and Asia and then continue through 

Europe and North America to the present day. Students will be introduced to the visual expressive arts through lecture and 

actual studio time. This course will emphasize the development of architecture and how the human figure was expressed in 

painting and sculpture, the Functional and Decorative Arts (Pottery and Jewelry, etc.) as well as, emphasizing everyday 

life via landscape and still life compositions.  The course will be divided into two parts: İ slide/lecture and İ hands-on 

studio experiences. 

 

9740 ï CERAM ICS/3D DESIGN                                                                                                     9-12      ½ cr. 
Ceramics provides the opportunity to create 3D works of art, sculptural containers, tall vases and a variety of projects 

using earthenware. Clay is naturally fun to build, construct and create with. You will learn the various techniques used in 

creating pieces and pottery. Course work includes a variety of hand building techniques and various design principles. 
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9744 - ADVANCED  CERAM ICS/3D DESIGN (Honors Option see page 16) 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Ceramics (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

 
This course emphasizes creative design and advanced skill s. Students are presented a variety of problems to solve and 

have the opportunity to use their creative abili ties to construct the solutions to those problems. Students also develop 

a variety of techniques associated with the potter's wheel. Students may repeat Advanced Ceramics for credit and a 

more in-depth study of ceramics 

 

9646 - CRAFTS                                                                                                                                  9-12       ½ cr. 

This course will  introduce students to the aesthetic concepts of working with fibers as in crocheting and knitting, 

weaving, macramé, batik, tie dyeing, and leather crafts. Students will  learn the cultural aspects of these crafts and 

create projects to reflect these cultures. A portfolio review process will  monitor studentsô assessments. 

 
9647 - ADVANCED  CRAFTS (Honors Option See page 16) 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Crafts. This course is a continuation of Crafts with an emphasis on personal creativity. 

(See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

Materials and supplies above and beyond the requirements of this course can be purchased. This course may be taken 

more than once for credit. 

 
9746 - DRAWIN G/PAINTI NG                                                                                                         9-12      ½ cr. 
This course introduces students to concepts and techniques of drawing and painting. Students will  util ize pencil, 

charcoal, pastel, ink, watercolor, and acrylic paints in traditional and explorative ways. This course provides an 

excellent foundation for all other art courses. Original works of art created in this class will  assist in building a 

diverse portfolio. 

 
9748 ï ADV. DRAWIN G/PAINTING (Honors Option See page 16) 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Drawing/Painting. (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

 
This course is designed to reinforce skills acquired in Drawing/Painting while introducing more advanced techniques. 

Students will  study periods and styles of art not only to help them with their technique but for inspiration as they find their 

creative voice. Students will  become better acquainted with the Design Elements and Principles and Design as they 

create each work of art. Students will  have the opportunity to work with the media of their choice as the semester 

progresses. 

 
9750 - COMPUTER ANIMATION             9-12      ½ cr. 

Computer Animation offers students training in the principles and techniques used to create animated imagery for games, 

film/video and the internet. This course will give students a foundation of fine art aesthetics that includes drawing, design, 

sculpture and art history. The programs in Computer Animation provides students with skills in key-framing to create 

realistic and expressive movement, video compositing and motion graphics, texturing, lighting and shading, and the pre-

visualization of virtual environments, characters, and objects. 

 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 

9944 - GRAPHIC DESIGN                                                                                                               9-12       ½ cr. 
This course covers the basic elements and principles of design to create designs and artwork for advertising and 

publications such as logos and poster designs. Students will  use Adobe Photoshop, In Design, Ill ustrator programs and 

traditional graphic materials to create a variety of projects. 
ART CREDIT OR TECHNOLOGY EDUCATI ON CREDIT IS OPTI ONAL  

 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
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9946 ï ADV. GRAPHIC DESIGN (Honors Option See page 16) 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Graphic Design. (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

This course is a continuation of Graphic Design with an emphasis on individual design projects and competitive 

design competitions. This course may be taken more than once for credit.   

ART CREDIT OR TECHNOLOGY EDUCATI ON CREDIT IS OPTI ONAL  
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 

9940 - JEWELRY SM IT HING 9-12 ½ cr. 
Learn how to create Jewelry or forge mini sculptures from precious and semi-precious metals. Students will be 

introduced to tools and techniques to manipulate copper, brass, nu-gold, nickel and sterling silver. Jewelry techniques 

will cover sawing, drilling, filing, forging, engraving, soldering, wire wrapping, beading, polishing & much more. 

Students will learn how to make; rings, key chains, pendants, bracelets, earrings, necklaces and set stones. After 

learning each basic technique, students can choose their favorite and design their own Jewelry. A fee is charged for 

sterling silver and precious stones. 
 

 

9942 ï ADV. JEWELRY SM IT HING (Honors Option See page 16) 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Jewelry Design. (See Art Prerequisite Policy) 

This course is a continuation of Jewelry Smithing with an emphasis on individual creativity through advanced smithing 

techniques. Students choices included stone settings with crown bezel &/or prongs, granulation, torch fired enameling, 

woven wire, chain making, forging and more. 

 

9840 - PHOTOGRAPHY 9-12 ½ cr. 
This course covers the basics of black and white photography including the proper use of the camera, composition, 

developing film, making enlargements, printing, and darkroom techniques. Each student must supply his own camera 

(preferably an adjustable 35 mm), film, and paper. A darkroom with enlargers and chemicals is provided. Adobe 

Photoshop and other computer programs as well as digital camera imagery will  be a part of this course. Class 

problems and individual projects encourage the beginning of personal vision in photography. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

9842 ï ADV. PHOTO. AND PHOTOSHOP (Honors Option See page 16) 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Photography. (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

Advanced exposure, film developing, portrait and studio lighting and printing techniques will  be covered. Alternative 

print processes and non-sil ver processes such as toning and hand-coloring are explored to create alternative 

photographic formats. Advanced portraiture and stil l-li fe studio lighting techniques are emphasized. Adobe 

Photoshop and other computer programs as well as digital camera imagery will be a part of this course. Class problems 

and individual projects encourage the beginning of personal vision in photography. Students all supply all their own 

materials (i.e. paper and film). This course may be taken more than once for credit. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

9640 - SCULPTURE                                                                                                                          9-12      ½ cr. 
This course will  introduce the concepts of sculptural form and space. Students will  apply guidelines in various three- 

dimensional media selected particularly for their potential to help students discover modes of personal expression. 

Students will  learn to use the special tools, techniques and methods of the sculptural process. They will  explore 

carving in plaster and soapstone, modeling in clay and wax and working with wire. 
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9641 - ADVANCED  SCULPTURE (Honors Option See page 16)                                                9-12      ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Sculpture. (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

This course is a continuation of Sculpture with an emphasis on personal creativity. A portfolio review process will  

monitor studentôs assessments. This course may be taken more than once for credit. 

 

7848 ï WEB DESIGN AND COM PUTER APPLI CATIONS                                                      9-12      ½ cr. 
An introductory course designed for students interested in learning about visual communications, web design, and 

desktop publishing in the 21
st 

Century. Students will  create, prepare and optimize computer graphics for the Web. 
Students will  explore contemporary options for creating web sites, blogs, and alternative publishing formats. 
Students will  util ize Adobe Photoshop, Flash and Dreamweaver. 

ART CREDIT OR TECHNOLOGY CREDIT IS OPTI ONAL  
 

 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

7849 - ADVANCED  WEB DESIGN AND COM PUTER APPLI CATI ONS                               9-12      ½ cr. 

(Honors Option See page 16) 

Prerequisite: Web Design and Computer Applications (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

This course provides students with the opportunity to add skills to their existing knowledge and previous experience with 

web publishing tools. Students will  create complex computer graphics and animations to be util ized in various internet 

publishing formats. Students will  further learn how to organize, maintain, and manage an interactive web site at a more 

advanced level. Advanced students will  be able to work independently creating a program of study that suits their 

interest. 

ART CREDIT OR TECHNOLOGY CREDIT IS OPTI ONAL  
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

9948 - PUBLI CATIONS/YEARBOOK 9-12 ½ cr. 

9949 - ADVANCED  PUBLI CATIONS/YEARBOOK 9-12 ½ cr. (See Art  Prerequisite Policy) 

 
Students learn all aspects of yearbook production, including fundraising, publication law, editing, and computerized 

layout design. Students will  learn aspects of journalistic photography along with basic photo editing skills util izing 

Photoshop. In this class the student becomes the reporter and the designer. Cooperative group work, time 

management, and school spirit are stressed in this course. The end product is THE MILESTONE, the Branford High 

School yearbook. Students are strongly encouraged to sign up for both semesters of this class. Advanced 

Publications may be taken more than once for credit. 
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USIC 

The purpose of the BHS Music Program is to have all participating students learn to express themselves, their ideas and 

emotions through music. The students should learn to appreciate the importance of music in expressing and explaining 

the human experiences as well as increasing their understanding that personal beliefs and societal values influence art 

forms and styles. Students should be able to identify significant works and recognize the aesthetic qualities of a variety of 

forms of music from different historical periods and cultures. Courses in Music generally fall into three areas: 

Understanding the components of music, Choral participation and Instrumental participation. All  music classes may be 

scheduled as often as the student desires additional credit. 
 

10643 ï M USIC THEORY                                                                                                               9-12      ½ cr. 

This class is specifically for students who already read music and have some understanding of how music functions. 

Using real examples from the musical repertoire, we will  investigate the development of harmony, voice leading, part 

writing, and formal structures. This class is very important for anyone interested in studying music beyond high 

school. 
 

 
10644 ï M USIC APPRECIA TION                                                                                                  9-12      ½ cr. 

Students will be immersed in a wide variety of musical topics and address how they exist in everyday life. Students will 

leave this course with a basic musical vocabulary and knowledge of some of the great musicians of past and present 

eras, from Baroque, to Classical, to Modern.  They will be able to identify and enjoy a wide range of musical styles and 

genres. A variety of materials, including recordings, DVDs, and possible field trips and live performances (based on 

availability) will be used throughout the course.  No prior musical experience or skills are required. 
 

 
10950 ï M USIC TECHNOLOGY AND PRODUCTION                                                              9-12      ½ cr. 

This course is ideal for students who are currently in a band or otherwise interested in how recorded music is made. 

Projects will  include various types of music production and recording studio scenarios in which they will  learn to 

sequence, record, and manipulate live and virtual audio. Projects such as songs, arrangements, remixes, and jingles 

will  explore musical and technical concepts. No prior  musical experience or  skills required. 

 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

10742 ï GUITAR                                                                                                                               9-12      ½ cr. 

In this class, learn the basics of guitar technique using both classical and popular music. Both beginning and 

advanced students will  learn to play melodies, scales, counterpoint, and chords. Students do not need to own a guitar, 

but are invited to bring their own to class. No prior  musical experience or  skills are required. 

 
10840 - CHOIR BASICS                                                                                                                   9-12      1 cr. 
This class will  perform a dual function. Students will  be taught proper vocal technique while learning the basics of 

choral singing. An emphasis will  be placed on learning to read music. The group will  perform at a minimum of two 

concerts. At the completion, students will  be eligible to audition for all other vocal groups. 

 

10841 - M AIN  STREET SINGERS                                                                                                  10-12    1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Audition and successful completion of Choir Basics. 

This class is an intermediate singing group primarily  for women. Although jazz and show music are emphasized, 

varied music for a women's ensemble will  be studied. The group will  perform at a minimum of three concerts. 

 
10842 - CONCERT CHOIR                                                                                                             10-12    1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Successful Completion of Choir Basics or transferring from another high school choir program 

This is a more advanced choir and will  study music of all styles and time periods. This performing group's reputation 

is well known and all members are required to perform at a minimum of five concerts. A serious interest in music  

and a love of singing are essential. 
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10845 - M USIC M AKERS                                                                                                                10-12    1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Audition. 

This course is highly selective for a small group of serious singers seeking a high challenge in our most advanced 

performing vocal group. Many performances are required with special emphasis on December and May. Nightly 

practice at home is a must for the music that is performed. There is special emphasis on vocal techniques. 

 
10991 ï BAND/CONCERT CHOIR COM BINATION                                                                 10-12    1 cr. 

10992 - BAND/CHOIR BASICS COMBINATION                       9-12     1 cr. 

 
Prerequisite: Audition / Directorôs approval. 

This course is offered for the musicians who wish to participate in both Band and Concert Choir. Students selecting this 

option will  simply alternate days in each group. Course requirements for both groups are carefully coordinated between 

both Directors and students are expected to fulfill  all requirements for both Band and Concert Choir. 

 
10940 ï BAND Participation in all  performances and rehearsals is mandatory. 10-12 1 cr. 

Prerequisite: The abili ty to play a band instrument /Directorôs approval. 

Band is the primary instrumental performing group in the school for wind and percussion instrumentalists. This group 

will  rehearse and perform a wide variety of music written specifically for Band. The group will  perform throughout the 

academic year in a number of different capacities including Concert Band, Pep Band and Parade Band. Performances 

include, but are not limited to: formal evening concerts, performances at other Branford schools, community events, 

Veteranôs Day and Memorial Day ceremonies and parades, in-school Pep Rallies, home football games, BHS graduation, 

recitals, and other special/invitational performances. All  band members will  also attend a summer Band Camp which is 

typically held the last week before school starts in August. 

 
10943 ï BAND BASICS Participation in all  performances is mandatory 9-12 1 cr. 

Prerequisite: The abili ty to play a band instrument. 

Band Basics is the preparatory instrumental performing group for wind and percussion instrumentalists. Open to 

freshman students who play a band instrument and any students who wish to start or return to band or learn a new 

instrument. Opportunities will  be given throughout the year to interact/perform with the BHS Concert Band. All  

Band Basics members will  also attend a summer Band Camp which is typically held the last week before school 

starts in August. 

 
10640 ï JAZZ ENSEM BLE                                                                                                                 9-12    1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Concurrent membership in Band. 

Jazz Ensemble is a high-level performing group which will  rehearse and perform a wide variety of jazz music written 

specifically for jazz ensemble/big band. Additional focus will  be given to jazz-based music theory and developing 

improvisation as a performance skill.  As well, members will  be required to spend time acquiri ng and listening to jazz 

recordings on a regular basis. The group will  perform throughout the academic year in a number of different events, 

including but not limited to: formal evening concerts, performances at other Branford schools, community events, and 

other special/invitational performances. Participation in all  performances and rehearsals is mandatory. 

*Wind and Percussion instruments only; at the discretion of the Director. 

 
10946 - ORCHESTRA    Participation in all  performances and rehearsals is mandatory.            9-12    1 cr. 
Prerequisite: The abili ty to play an Orchestra string instrument / Director approval 

Orchestra is the sole instrumental performing group in the school for string instrumentalists. This group will  rehearse 

and perform a wide variety of largely classical music written specifically for string orchestra. The group will  perform 

throughout the academic year in a number of different events, including but not limited to: formal evening concerts, 

performances at other Branford schools, community events, and other special/invitational performances. 
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CAREER AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

Business and Finance Technology, Family and Consumer Science and Technology Education courses are Branford 

High Schools CTE courses. 

 
What is Career and Technical Education (CTE)? 
CTE provides students with opportunities to learn core academics and valuable workforce skills in an engaging way. 

CTE links what students learn in the classroom with what they need to succeed in the real world. 

 
Does CTE prepare students for  college or  career? 
Both. Students can no longer choose between college and career. In this global economy, individuals at some point 

in their lives will  need some form of post-secondary education to secure a job that earns them a meaningful income. 

Post-secondary education includes technical schools, community colleges, universities, apprenticeship programs and 

more. 

 
Who are CTE students? 
CTE students are middle school, high school, and postsecondary school students of all ages who are li felong 

learners. They seek opportunities to connect their classroom work with their career goals. 

 
What types of careers does CTE cover? 
The list is long and diverse. CTE prepares students for many of the jobs forecasted to experience the fastest growth 

in the coming years. CTE programs train students in fields such as business management, accounting, green energy, 

design and construction, audio and video technology and film, restaurant and food/beverage services, early child 

hood development, the arts, and transportation systems and operations. 
 

Source: National Association of State Directors of Career Technical Education Consortium 

 

BHS Perkins Grant CTE Programs and Areas of Concentration 
Course descriptions can be found in the Fine and Practical Arts Department, and Special Programs Listings. 

 

Business &  Finance Technology 

Accounting 

 Automotive Technology 

 

 

Accounting/Computerized Accounting I 1.0 Intro Power Technology 0.5 

Accounting/Computerized Accounting II  1.0 Adv. Power Technology 0.5 

  Auto Mechanics Tech I 1.0 
Family  &  Consumer Science   Auto Mechanics Tech II  1.0 

Ear ly Childhood 
Child Development 

  
0.5 

 
Video Production Systems 

 

Adv. Child Development  0.5 Video Production and Broadcasting 0.5 

   Adv. Video Production and Broadcasting 0.5 

   Adv. Video Production and Broadcasting III  0.5 

Occupational Food Service   
Food Technology 

  
0.5 

 
Pre-Engineering Technology 

 

Adv. Food Technology  0.5 Intro to Drafting Technology 0.5 

 Occupational Food Service Mgt. I  1.0 Advanced Drafting Technology 0.5 

Occupational Food Service Mgt. II  
Advanced Occupational Food Service 

       1.0 
1.0 

Hands on Engineering Tech 0.5 

   Advanced Hands on Engineering Tech 0.5 

Technology Education   Wood Technology 
Introduction to Wood Technology 

 
0.5 

Computer  Aided Drafti ng & Design 
Intro to Drafting CAD  

  
     0.5 

Advanced Wood Technology 0.5 

Adv. Drafting CAD  0.5   
Adv. Wood Tech  0.5   
Hands on Tech  0.5   
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BUSINESS AND FINANCE TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 

 
Business and Technology Education is an integral part of the total academic program and provides a significant contribution to 

the education of all  students in a business-oriented society. Emphasis is placed on enabling students to become productive and 

contributing members of society, capable of economic self-suff iciency, life-long learning, and adaptability to change. 
 

Business and Technology Education incorporates performance-based assessment by providing each student with a curriculum 

that combines application of principles, integration of subject matter, cooperation among pupils, individualization of instruction, 

evaluation using competency-based criteria and articulation with advanced programs. 
 

The Business and Technology Education curriculum incorporates the attitudes and attributes, skills and competencies, and 

understandings and applications of the Connecticut Common Core of Learning. Therefore, students enrolled in business and 

technology education courses are provided with the necessary knowledge and skills for employment, post-secondary schools, and 

to be a productive and contributing member of society. 
 

 
BUSINESS FINANCE TECHNOLOGY (BFT) PREREQUISITE POLI CY 

 

Admission to the next standard level course in a sequence is based on passing the prior course in the sequence. 

 

 

 

Grade BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION FINANCE 

9 Foundations of Business 
Advanced Foundations of Business 

Foundations of Business 
Advanced Foundations of Business 

10 Sports and Business Management 
Business Law 
Money and Personal Finance 

Accounting I 
Business Law 
Money and Personal Finance 

11-12 Sports and Business Management 
Business Law 
Money and Personal Finance 

Accounting I 
Accounting II 
Business Law 
Money and Personal Finance 

 
 

 

6720 - FOUNDATIONS OF BUSINESS                                                                                           9-12    ½ cr. 
This course will focus on researching and analyzing current business models.  Through this process, students will 

deepen their understanding of current uses of technology in business and refine effective communications skills that 

can both be applied to the organization and development of authentic real world solutions. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

6722 - ADVANCED FOUNDATIONS OF BUSINESS                                                                  9-12    ½ cr. 
Prerequisite: Foundations of Business (See BFT Prerequisite Policy) 
This course will provide the opportunity for additional applied practice of business technology and communication 

skills with a focus on the organization and development of authentic real world solutions. Through this process 

students will develop an entrepreneurial business.  
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
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6240 ï ACCOUNTING/COM PUTERIZED ACCOUNTING I                                                 10-12    1 cr. 
Accounting is a financial information system and is the language of business. Accounting I is designed to introduce 

the principles of bookkeeping/accounting and the computer applications of accounting. Recording the financial 

records of sole proprietorships, partnerships, and corporations is taught. The students will  work with journals, 

ledgers, work sheets, and financial statements. A practice set which simulates business conditions and uses business 

forms is util ized to apply the basic concepts learned in this course. An introduction to automated data processing is 

provided. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 

  6342 ï ACCOUNTING/COM PUTERIZED ACCOUNTING I I  11, 12 1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Accounting I. (See BFT Prerequisite Policy) 

 
This course is designed to equip business-oriented students and college-bound students with the knowledge and skill  

of specialized accounting procedures covering accounts receivable, accounts payable, inventory control, payroll,  and 

financial analysis. The unique transactions of a corporation and the three elements of cost accounting for a 

manufacturing business will  be covered. An automated practice set which simulates business conditions and uses 

business forms is util ized to apply the concepts in this course. Reinforcement activities will  integrate computerized 

accounting applications. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 
 

6742 - BUSINESS LAW                                                                                                                    10-12    ½ cr. 
There is a need in our complex society for all people to have some knowledge of the law in relation to business to 

function effectively as consumers, citizens, employers and employees. This course is designed to acquaint students 

with the general principles of law that are observed in business and as consumers. Emphasis is placed in the 

following areas: contracts, Constitutional rights, employer-employee relationships, and sales. Topics covered 

include the Uniform Commercial Code, the American legal system, civil law, and the rights and responsibilities of 

businesses and consumers. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1  Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 
 
 

6740 ï MONEY AND PERSONAL FINANCE 10-12 ½ cr. 
This course is designed to prepare students for their financial future. The course begins with each student 

establishing personal, career and financial goals and then assists students in developing an understanding of their 

rights and responsibili ties as borrowers, investors, taxpayers, and consumers. Emphasis is on planning and decision 

making, budgeting, purchasing, financial security, banking, government and use of credit. Special attention will be 

given to creating an individualized long term financial plan for each student. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

6743 ï SPORTS AND BUSINESS M ANAGEM ENT 10- 12   ½ cr. 
Students will gain the knowledge of ñHow a Business Worksò by studying the profiles of major corporations like 

Nike, Microsoft, REI, Saturn, and so on. Course work will  include a visual computer simulation of a sports and 

entertainment venue in which students will handle promotion, ticket pricing, stadium operations and staff ing, 

sponsors, concessions, concert booking and promotion, and more. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
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TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

Technology for the 21st century is changing at an amazing rate. All  colleges and career paths in this fast paced, 

mobile society require people to be knowledgeable in some form of technology. Preparing students to understand, 

use and adapt these various forms to meet their personal and professional needs is the goal of the Technology 

Education Department. Whether going to college or directly into a chosen career path, Technology Education will  

help students prepare for their roles in society as well as meeting many of the Learner Outcomes required for 

graduation. 
 

Courses offered in this area are: Engineering Technology, Game Design, Drafting, Woodworking, Graphics, and 

Power Mechanics 

 
TECHNOLOGY EDUCATI ON (TE) PREREQUISITE POLI CY 

 

Admission to the next standard level course in a sequence is based on passing the prior course in the sequence. 
 

 

ENGINEERING/DESIGN TECHNOLOGY  
7040 - HANDS-ON ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY                                                                 9-12      ½ cr. 

 

This semester course uses hands-on projects (from bridges to robotic kits) to connect science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics (STEM). These methods are used to teach problem solving and critical thinking skill s. 

Project results are analyzed using mathematical and scientific concepts. (No particular math or science courses are 

required for this course.) 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

7042 ïADVANCED  HANDS-ON ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY                                         9-12      ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Hands-On Engineering Technology (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

This semester course is a continuation of Hands-On Engineering Technology with concentration in robotics and 

electronics. Through problem solving in manufacturing, transportation, engineering, and other areas of technology, 

students will design and build various robots and electrical schematics. This course may be taken more than once for 

credit. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 
7043 - HANDS-ON ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY III        10 -12 ½ cr. 
Prerequisite: Advanced Hands-On Engineering Technology (See TE Prerequisite Policy). 

Students will utilize state of the art equipment (3D printers, laser cutter, CNC machines) to design and build a project 

that exposes them to the conceptualization, analysis, creation, and testing of an engineering system. Students will 

consider such design issues as modularity, testability, reliability, and economy. Student engineering design projects 

emphasizing teamwork, problem solving, and decision making will be incorporated throughout the class. 

  
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

6747 ï GAM E DESIGN AND DEVELOPM ENT                               9-12      ½ cr. 
 

Students will  study the principles of design and prototyping by creating games. Projects will  cover topics ranging 

from gaming hardware to video game design. Emphasis is placed on developing skills related to game programming. 

Students will  study and critique various elements of gaming in an effort to refine student created games. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
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6745 - ADV. GAM E DESIGN AND DEVELOPM ENT 

(Honors Options See Page 16) 9-12 ½ cr. 
Prerequisite: Completion of GAME DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT is required. (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

Students continue to study game design by learning advanced concepts such as scripting and coding through both 

advanced 2D and 3D game design. This class focuses on refining essential problem solving, logic, and critical 

thinking skills that are required in this profession. Students will  continue to refine their knowledge of design and 

development by critiquing their own and other student creations. Students work in real world roles independently and 

in groups creating video games. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 
 

6750 - GAME DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT III        10 -12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: ADVANCED GAME DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT(See TE Prerequisite Policy). 

This course is an advanced look into the theory and practice of video game design and programming. Students will 

define and analyze games and their mechanics, and gain an indepth understanding of how mechanics affect gameplay 

and player experiences. Student projects emphasizing teamwork, problem solving, and decision making will be 

incorporated throughout the class. While creating a digital prototype with the goal of releasing it into the real world 

students will analyze user testing to find points of failure and iterative design processes to revise and improve 

gameplay. 

 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

· 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 

DRAFTI NG TECHNOLOGY  
7740 - INTRODUCTORY DRAFTI NG TECHNOLOGY 9-12 ½ cr. 
This course will  introduce the students to the field of drafting as a possible college/career choice. Students will  learn 

the methods and techniques to interpret pictorial, 3-view, and orthographic drawings using AutoCAD, a computer 

aided drawing program and Inventor, a 3D design program. This course is required for all upper level drafting 

courses. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 

7742 - ADVANCED  DRAFTI NG TECHNOLOGY                                                                       9-12      ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Introductory Drafting I. (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

This course is designed to prepare students who have chosen to go into college or a career path in any of the fields of 

engineering, architecture, design, drafting, blue print reading, or layout work. All  course work is performed on 

AutoCAD and Inventor; two Computer Aided Drawing programs, used in all colleges and industry nationwide. This 

course may be taken more than once for credit. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 
 
 

WOOD TECHNOLOGY 
7744 - INTRODUCTORY WOOD  TECHNOLOGY                                                                    9-12      ½ cr. 
This course offers an introduction to woodworking. Through the application of proper safety techniques students 

learn the basics of layout, cutting, shaping, finishing, and assembly. Students util ize all of these techniques while 

building projects ranging from folding camp stools to turning projects on the lathe (wooden bowls, baseball bats) and 

more. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
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7746 - ADVANCED  WOOD TECHNOLOGY                                                                               9-12      ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Introductory Wood Technology. (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

This course develops further the fundamental skills and concepts that will  enable students to work more 

independently on cutting, shaping, finishing,  and assembly of quality wood projects. Framing and mill work 

techniques will  be explored, as well as entrepreneurial opportunities for their skill  set. Students apply the concepts of 

design and layout through hand on building activities involved in the production of their own personal projects. (No 

knowledge of drafting or AutoCAD is required for this course) This course many be taken more than once for credit. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 

POWER TECHNOLOGY  
7840 - INTRODUCTORY POWER TECHNOLOGY                                                                  9-12      ½ cr. 
Introductory course designed for students interested in small engine operation, maintenance, and repair and 

rebuilding and an introduction to alternative power systems. Lectures and demonstrations pertaining to small 

engines and related fields will  be followed by laboratory classes providing hands-on experience under close 

supervision. 

 
7842 - ADVANCED  POWER TECHNOLOGY                                                                             9-12      ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: "C" or better in Introductory Power Technology. (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

This course provides students with the opportunity to further develop the skills introduced in Power Mechanics 1. 

The course will  progress from small engine applications, power trains, clutches and auxiliary systems through the 

equivalent systems in the rebuilding and an introduction to alternative power systems. Emphasis is placed on 

understanding the systems, diagnosis and repair, and related information. This course may be taken more than once 

for credit. Each time students will  progress from the point at which they left off in the prior course. 

 
7844 - AUTOM OTI VE M ECHANICS TECHNOLOGY I                                                         10-12    1 cr. 

Prerequisites: Introductory to Power Technology 

(See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

Automotive Mechanics Technology I is designed to provide an understanding of basic automotive systems with 

direct application of scientific and mathematical principles. Emphasis is placed on design and operational diagnostic 

problem solving procedure, service and maintenance of a vehicle. Included in this course will  be job market and 

safety procedures relative to the industry. Instruction will  be through lectures-demonstrations and practical hands-on 

experiences under close supervision. 

 
7846 - AUTOM OTI VE M ECHANICS TECHNOLOGY I I  [Advanced]                                   11, 12    1 cr. 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of Auto Mech. Tech. I. (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

Automotive Mechanics Technology II  provides students with an understanding of operating automotive systems. 

Development of alternate propulsion systems and their fuels will  be investigated relative to the environmental impact 

of transportation technology. The student will  be encouraged to participate in independent study and practical 

activities with the positi ve application and refinement of previous knowledge and skill s. 
 
 

GRAPHIC  TECHNOLOGY  
7848 ï WEB DESIGN AND COM PUTER APPLI CATIONS                                                      9-12      ½ cr. 
An introductory course designed for students interested in learning about visual communications, web design, and 

desktop publishing in the 21
st 

Century. Students will  create, prepare and optimize computer graphics for the Web. 
Students will  explore contemporary options for creating web sites, blogs, and alternative publishing formats. 

ART CREDIT OR TECHNOLOGY CREDIT IS OPTI ONAL  
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
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7849 - ADVANCED  WEB DESIGN AND COM PUTER APPLI CATI ONS                               9-12      ½ cr. 

(Honors Option See page 16) 

Prerequisite: Web Design and Computer Applications (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

This course provides students with the opportunity to add skills to their existing knowledge and previous experience 

with web publishing tools. Students will  create complex computer graphics and animations to be util ized in various 

internet publishing formats. Students will  further learn how to organize, maintain, and manage an interactive web site 

at a more advanced level. 

ART CREDIT OR TECHNOLOGY CREDIT IS OPTI ONAL  

 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 

 

7240 - VID EO PRODUCTION AND BROADCASTING                                                              9-12      ½ cr. 
Students create video products from scratch. Topics will  include auto versus manual settings, composition, camera 

angles, pre-production, production and post-production, white balancing, basic li ghting, microphones, tape formats, 

audio recording techniques, mixers and more. Non-linear video editing to include: time line editing, compositing, 

audio editing, and transitional effects. Students also engage in the production of school-based video productions to 

be posted on the educational television channel and internal BHS building video broadcasting. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

 

7241 ï ADVANCED  VID EO PRODUCTION AND BROADCASTING                                     9-12      ½ cr. 

(Honors Option See page 16) 

Prerequisite: Video Production and Broadcasting (See TE Prerequisite Policy) 

Advanced camera, li ghting, sound and non-linear editing are the primary focuses of the course. Students learn about 

special effects (green screen) and DVD authoring. Students learn the mechanics of operating an educational TV 

channel and the production techniques to organize and manage internal BHS building video broadcasts. This course 

may be taken more than once for credit. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 

 
 
7242 ï VIDEO PRODUCTION AND  BROADCASTING III       10 -12 ½ cr. 
Prerequisite: Video Production and Broadcasting (See TE Prerequisite Policy). 

Broadcast technology is the main focus of this course. Advanced camera, lighting, sound and non-linear editing are 

covered in the course. Students learn about special effects (green screen) and video switchboards, audio mixers, 

teleprompters and producing a live production. Students learn the mechanics of operating an educational TV channel 

and the production techniques to organize and manage internal BHS building video broadcasts. This course may be 

taken more than once for credit. 

 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

· 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
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FAMIL Y AND CONSUMER SCIENCES 
The Family  and Consumer Science curriculum develops the skills students will  need for the rest of their li ves into the 

21
st 

century. The programs are based on national and state standards, which engage students significantly in the 

learning process. The areas covered in the Family and Consumer Science Department includes: 
 

¶ FOODS (its preparation and nutrition) 

¶ OCCUPATIO NAL FOOD SERVICE M ANAGEMENT 

¶ CHILD  GROWTH  

¶ OCCUPATIO NAL CHILD CARE 
 
 

FAM IL Y CONSUM ER SCIENCES (FCS) PREREQUISITE POLI CY 
 

Admission to the next standard level course in a sequence is based on passing the prior course in the sequence. 
 

8740 - FOOD TECHNOLOGY 9-12 ½ cr. 
This course orients the student to the basic skills and concepts involved in food handling and preparation. Food 

laboratories include the preparation of basic food products and simple main dishes such as cookies, pies, macaroni 

and cheese or stir-fried vegetables. Classes include introductions to meal planning, nutrition, the Food Pyramid, 

safety & sanitation in the kitchen, food poisoning, interpreting menus, kitchen math, my plate food guide, and 

consumer education. 

 
8742 - ADVANCED  FOOD TECHNOLOGY 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Food Technology or consent of instructor (See FCS Prerequisite Policy) 

The main focus of this course is meal planning and preparation of full  course meals.  Some emphasis is placed on 

nutritional aspects of food and consumer education. Content includes the preparation of hors dôoeurves, spreads, 

soups, salads, sauces, main dishes and desserts. Laboratories will  be individualized to student interest and abili ty. 

This course may be taken more than once for credit. 

 
8730 - OCCUPATIONAL FOOD SER VICE MANAGEMENT I                                       10-12     1 cr. 

Students will plan and prepare menus to be served at our in-school restaurant, ñThe Class Actò.  Topics such as food 

handling, safety & sanitation and working in large quantities are covered.   Additional practical experiences in the 

preparation, sales and service of selected food items will be provided in the operation of a catering business available 

to the school system and community.   

 
8731 - OCCUPATI ONAL  FOOD SERVICE M ANAGEM ENT I I  11, 12 1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Occupational Food Service Management I (See FCS Prerequisite Policy) 

(Honors Option See page 16) Students will  plan and prepare menus to be served at our in-school restaurant, ñThe 

Class Actò. Topics such as food handling, safety & sanitation and working in large quantities are covered. 

Additional practical experiences in the preparation, sales and service of selected food items will  be provided in the 

operation of a catering business available to the school system and community. 

 
8732 - OCCUPATI ONAL  FOOD SERVICE M ANAGEM ENT ADVANCED 11, 12 1 cr. 

Prerequisite: Occupation Food Service Management II (See FCS Prerequisite Policy) 

Students will  plan and prepare menus to be served at our in-school restaurant, ñThe Class Actò. Topics such as food 

handling, safety and sanitation and working in large quantities are covered. Additional practical experiences in the 

preparation, sales and service of selected food items will  be provided in the operation of a catering business available 

to the school system and community. In this course the students assist in the management aspects of the food service 

business. This course may be taken concurrently with CRN#8731 with permission of Department Chair. 
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8840 ï CHIL D DEVELOPM ENT 9-12 ½ cr. 
This course is for students interested in studying childcare and growth, from pre-natal development through pre- school 

age. The care and growth, personality building and behavior patterns of the child are included. Early childhood 

education will  be explored in the nursery school lab. Students will  plan and deliver activities for young children. 

Parenting skills are experienced by taking care of an ñegg babyò for 24 hours a day for a five day week, as well as use 

of the Empathy Belly to simulate pregnancy.  Classroom emphasis is placed on developmental principles in children. 

 

 
8842 - ADVANCED  CHIL D DEVELOPM ENT 9-12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Child Development (See FCS Prerequisite Policy) 

The focus of this course is on the principles of human growth and development throughout the lifespan by 

exploring major theories. The course begins with studying prenatal development and concludes with later 

adulthood.   Special emphasis is placed on optimal development through life. Students will have opportunities to 

observe and work with children and families. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 

 
REQUIRED PROGRAM 

Based on The Common Core State Standards Initiative, the English program is designed to develop proficiency in 

Reading Literature, Reading Informational Text, Writing, Speaking & Listening, and Language conventions. 

Assessments, which are li nked to school, district and state goals, range from conventional essays and tests to 

creative projects and multi-media presentations. The ultimate goal is for students to become active, engaged 

learners with a li fe-long interest in literature and language. 

 
Students must earn four credits by passing courses that fulfill  the English requirement. A failure in a required 

course must be made up either in summer school immediately following the failure or during the next academic 

year. A student may take the next course in the English sequence (English 10, for instance) only if  he or she has 

passed or is taking the preceding course (in this case, English 9). 

 
Students may fulfill  the English graduation requirement in several ways. For example, freshmen may take the 

standard, one-credit English 9 or the interdisciplinary Civilization and Literature, a two-credit course that satisfies 

freshman requirements in social studies as well as English. Depending on their interests and the advice of their 

teachers, seniors may select full-year or semester-length courses. While credit from Electives for  Further  

Enrichment applies toward graduation, it does not fulfill  the specific graduation requirement in English. 

 
There are academic, school-wide Performance Graduation Requirements aligned with  vari ous courses offered 

in the 2017 - 2018 Program of Studies. The following departmental performance expectations are the focus of 

the Language Ar ts curricul um, and are based on the Common Core State Standards. 
 

× Write  using standard English for  a range of purposes and audiences 
 

× Understand and appreciate texts fr om many liter ary  periods and cultures 
 

× Demonstr ate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing  or  

speaking 
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LANGUAGE ARTS 

 

GRADE 9 OPTI ONS 

English 9 

Civilization And Literature for 1 English & 1 Social Studies credit 

GRADE 10 

English 10 

GRADE 11 OPTI ONS 

English Honors 11 

American Literature 

GRADE 12 OPTI ONS 

AP English Literature and Composition/Early College Experience 

English Honors 12 

World Literature 

O R  
 

The World Literature Semester P L U S one of the following electives 

Acting Workshop Public Speaking Film Study Read On 

Expository Writing Digital Journalism & 

Publishing 

Advanced Film Study Advanced Read On 

  Advanced Creative Writing  

E L E C T I V  E S   F O R  F U R T H E R  E N R I C H M  E N T 

Boundless Theater ï Across Cultures Boundless Theater ï Through The Ages 

 Creative Writing 

  



44  

 

 
GRADE NINE  

COURSE DESCRIPTI ONS 

1120 - ENGLI SH 9                                                                                                                             9            1 cr. 
Freshman English affords students extensive opportunities for growth in writing, literary understanding, speaking, 

listening and viewing. Selections encompass all genres and a wide range of authors, from classical to contemporary, 

including Shakespeare, Hemingway and Orwell. In addition to developing essential skill s, students also do group 

projects and apply research techniques. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements  

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

  

 
1129 - CIV ILI ZATI ON AND LITE RATURE  (1 cr. English and 1 cr. Social Studies) 

 
9 

 
2 cr. 

This two-credit, double-period program integrates ninth-grade English and Social Studies.  By presenting history 

and literature thematically as well as chronologically, the course invites students to relate the material to their own 

lives and to the world around them. Like English 9, students are afforded the opportunity for growth in writing, 

literary understanding, speaking, listening, and viewing. Successful completion of this program fulfills both the 

English and Social Studies requirements for Grade 9. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements  

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes   
× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences   

 
GRADE TEN 

1220 - ENGLI SH 10 (Honors Option See page 16) 

 

 
10 

 

 
1 cr. 

This course reinforces and extends skills acquired in freshman English, but students are also expected to broaden 

their writing skill s, explore deeper connections to literature, and expand their literary understanding. Ranging from 

Frankenstein to A Separate Peace, all units are designed to stretch the studentsô minds and imaginations. A major 

component of all course work, learning activities, and assessment is the development of writing and reading skills 

based on the Common Core State Standards. 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
 

GRADE ELEVEN 
All  juniors must register for a year-long course on American literature (English Honors 11 or American 

Literature). 

 
1310 ï ENGLI SH HONORS 11                                                                                                        11          1 cr. 
This course explores the central themes in American literature through a mix of classic, modern and contemporary 

authors from culturally diverse backgrounds. Emphasis is placed on the reflective reading of literary texts and the 

composition of increasingly elaborate essays. Class participation and a variety of oral presentations are required. 

Students in this course should plan to spend one hour a night on assignments. Extensive summer reading, which 

includes Steinbeckôs The Grapes of Wrath along with notes, is absolutely required. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
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1326 - AM ERICAN LITE RATURE                                                                                                11          1 cr. 
This course explores the rich diversity of American literature. Discussions and papers not only foster literary 

understanding, but also invite students to relate the material to their own lives and to the world around them 

through varied writing and reading assignments. SAT preparation as well as opportunities for independent reading 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

 

GRADE TWELVE 
Seniors must take either a full  year of world literature (AP, English Honors 12 or World Literature) or the World 

Literature Semester. Students choosing the semester option in world literature must balance their selection with an 

elective that fulfills the English graduation requirement (See page 26). 

 
1511 - AP ENGLI SH LITE RATURE AND COM POSITI ON/EARLY  COLLE GE EXPERIENCE 

12 1 cr. 

Prerequisite:  To register for this course, students must have a minimum B grade in English 11 Honors for the 

first semester.  Students who do not meet the grade minimum or did not take English 11 Honors are required to 

submit a sample of written literary analysis from junior year for review by the English Department before they can 

be registered for the course. The writing must meet a minimum standard of quality as defined by the English 

Department. 

 
This course provides the experience of a college-level writing course and can also help prepare students for the AP 

exam. Chosen for their stylistic, cultural and intellectual value, all reading selections are by renowned authors ï 

from Sophocles, Shakespeare, and Wordsworth to Conrad, Kafka, and Ibsen. Papers generally entail four to six 

pages of literary analysis, while tests simulate actual AP exams. As part of the UCONN requirements, students must 

produce at least 30 pages of revised, edited, and proofread formal prose during the year and meet the standards of 

college-level expectations. Class sizes are capped at 20 students. Since composition instruction focuses on polishing 

style and refining argumentation, entering students should already possess strong writi ng skills and work habits. 

Summer reading includes Crime and Punishment, All  The Kingôs Men, and a third major novel. 

Note: Students enrolled in the class can also register to earn UCONN credit.  In order to be accepted for the chance 

to earn UCONN credit, applicants must submit a sample of their best literary analysis written junior year and a 

reflective essay evaluating the quality of their writing and discussing their qualifications for the course. See the 

English Department for details. 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
 
 

1410 ï ENGLI SH HONORS 12                                                                                                        12          1 cr. 
This challenging curriculum in world classics from antiquity through the twentieth century includes works by 

Sophocles, Shakespeare, Dickens, Camus and Hesse. The on-going development of writing skill s, student-led 

discussions and creative projects are central components of the course, which culminates in a major author paper and 

presentation by each student.  Extensive summer reading, which includes Siddhartha and The Woman Warrior along 

with notes, is required. 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
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1421 - THE WORLD LITE RATURE SEM ESTER                                                                       12          ½ cr. 
Primarily  through short stories and plays, students will  study eminent authors from Africa, South America, the Far 

East, Europe and North America. Students write critical as well as personal essays, including the college essay. 

Cultural reflections as well as the universality of human experience are examined. Discussions, writing assignments, 

and independent research develop literary understanding. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements  

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

  

 
1422 - WORLD LITE RATURE  

 
12 

 
1 cr. 

In contrast to The World Literature Semester (Course #1421), this course includes novels, Shakespeareôs Macbeth, 

enrichment activities in the humanities, and more opportunities for independent reading and research. In addition to 

studying some of the finest works by famous authors from all parts of the globe and writi ng critical as well as 

personal essays, students design multi-faceted group presentations on relationships between literature and culture. 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

 

ELECTI VES WHICH FULFILL ENGLISH REQUIREMENTS 
 

While these courses are open to all students in the designated grade levels, seniors who elect The World Literature 

Semester must balance their selection with a course from this category. 
 

1334 ï ACTING WORKSHOP                                                                                                        9-12      ½ cr. 
This course includes works of dramatic literature from a variety of times and traditions. Students analyze characters, 

identify the dramatic elements that make plays ñworkò on stage, present in-class monologues and short scenes, and 

perform in at least one fully realized production that will  be open to an invited audience. 

 
1842 - FIL M STUDY                                                                                                                         11, 12    ½ cr. 
This course will  help students develop skills of visual literacy. They will  learn to evaluate films from an aesthetic 

viewpoint, to investigate the nature of film as a distinctive art form and to better understand the concepts and skills 

inherent in visual expression and the "electronic environment.ò Journals and critical essays are required. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirement 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
 

1843 - ADVANCED  FIL M STUDY 11, 12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Students must pass Film Study in order to register for Advanced Film Study 

Designed for students with an avid interest in cinema, this course focuses on the careers of major directors. Students 

not only learn to recognize the names of persons most responsible for constructing a film, but also develop a more 

sophisticated abili ty to appreciate, analyze and discuss works produced by these masters. As a culminating activity,  

a major presentation on a director of the studentôs choice is required. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirement 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
 

1125 - PUBLI C SPEAKING                                                                                                             10-12    ½ cr. 
Through a series of carefully  sequenced activities, students develop skills needed to be interesting and effective 

speakers in a variety of contexts, informal as well as formal. Assignments range from explanations, personal 

reminiscences, tributes and entertaining sales pitches, to argumentation, debates and impromptu speeches. As part of 

preparation for class, writing and research skills are reinforced. Since it also includes coaching for the Senior 

Graduation Exhibition, the course is highly recommended for students seeking to polish their presentation skill s. 
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1325 - READ ON                                                                                                                                11, 12    ½ cr. 
This course is designed for upperclassmen that enjoy reading and work well independently. In consultation with the 

teacher, students explore themes and authors, fiction and nonfiction, of their choice. Vocabulary, writing 

assignments and journal responses are generated by the readings. 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
 
 

1330 ï ADVANCED R EAD ON 11, 12 ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Students must pass Read On in order to register for Advanced Read On 

Designed for students with an avid interest in literature, this course further enables the reader to pursue and explore 

various authors and genres. Writing assignments and vocabulary development will  be generated by the readings. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements  

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

  

 
1744 ïDIGIT AL  JOURNALI SM &  PUBLI SHING 

 
9-12 

 
½ cr. 

This course is designed to better prepare students for the new literacy challenges of the 21
st 

Century. The focus of  

the class is reading, writing, and publishing in todayôs online world. This will  include not only the traditional 

journalism methods of researching, writi ng and publishing, but also the decentralized information-gathering and 

reporting done via blogs and other digital tools. The impact of social media on the news gathering and publishing 

process will  be discussed. Students will  util ize a variety of the latest online reading and writing tools to share 

information, write about current issues, and publish new ideas from the class. In connection with the writing, students 

will  read, research, and evaluate numerous online resources. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

× 3 Demonstrate appropriate and effective use of technology 
 

1336 ï EXPOSIT ORY WRI TING                                                                                                   11, 12    ½ cr. 
In this course students learn how to write more effective descriptive, personal and persuasive essays. The curriculum 

includes techniques for generating and organizing ideas, understanding the writing process, strengthening 

argumentation, constructing effective introductions and conclusions, and revising drafts. During class, students 

engage in pre-writing activities, confer with the teacher, do style-building activities, write impromptus to develop 

fluency, examine professional models, and engage in self- and peer-assessment. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirement 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 
 
 

1755 ï ADVANCED  CREATI VE WRITI NG                                                                                 11, 12    ½ cr. 

Prerequisite: Students must earn at least a B in Creative Writing in order to register for Advanced Creative Writing 

This course would provide students further opportunity to expand their interest and scope of creative writing by 

tackling longer, more developed pieces of writing. Students write short stories, poems, and brief plays. The course 

builds on skills and techniques from Creative Writing, including constructing plots, revealing character, invigorating 

dialogue and polishing poetry. In class, students engage in a variety of individual and group activities, work on 

drafts, confer with the teacher, discuss models, brainstorm ideas, and share their work with their peers. 
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ELECTI VES FOR FURTHER ENRICHMENT 
While these courses count toward the twenty credits required for graduation, they do not satisfy the specific 

graduation requirements in English and may not be used to make up for failing a required English course. 
 

Performance Graduation Requirements  

× 1 Read actively and critically for a variety of purposes 

× 2 Write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences 

  

 
1740 - CREATIVE WRI TING 

 
10-12 

 
½ cr. 

Students will  write short stories, poems, and brief plays.   The course includes techniques for generating ideas, 

constructing plots, revealing character, invigorating dialogue and polishing poetry. In class, students engage in 

a variety of individual and group activities, work on drafts, confer with the teacher, discuss models, brainstorm 

ideas, and share their work with their peers. 

 
1322 ï BOUNDLESS THEATER ï ACROSS CULTURES 10-12 ½ cr. 
This course will  explore dramatic works of art spanning from the puppet theaters of Japan to the jungles of 

Africa. Modeled after ñUnified Sports,ò this interactive and inclusive course offers all students an opportunity to research, 

direct, perform, design, and write, mirroring the traditions of cultures around the globe. The course culminates in 

a performance for elementary students. In this collaborative and supportive environment, students will  have a 

chance to rotate through all areas of drama. 

 
1328 ï BOUNDLESS THEATER ï THROUGH THE AGES     10-12 ½ cr. 

This course will explore dramatic works of art spanning from early cave dwellers to modern, cutting edge theater.  

Modeled after ñUnified Sports,ò this interactive and inclusive course offers students an opportunity to research, 

direct, perform, design, and even write in a variety of historical styles.  This course culminates in a performance for 

the BHS community.  In this collaborative and supportive environment, students will have a chance to rotate 

through all areas of drama. 
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ESOL COURSES 

 
1644 ï ESL ENGLISH          9-10 1 cr. 

This course is designed to enhance the listening, reading, speaking and writing skills of the 9th and 10th grade 

English Learner through the reading of novels, short stories, poems and plays. Grammar and writing is also a focus. 

Students will experience a variety of scaffolded methods to assist them as they continue to acquire English as a 

second language. 

 

1645 ï ESL CONTENT         9-10 1 cr.  

This course is designed to support the 9th and 10th grade English Learner in the content areas with an emphasis on 

academic vocabulary. Students will develop and practice their academic vocabulary to assist them in the content areas 

as they continue to acquire English as a second language. 
 

1646 ï ESL ENGLISH          11-12 1 cr. 

This course is designed to enhance the listening, reading, speaking and writing skills of the 11th and 12th grade 

English Learner through the reading of novels, short stories, poems and plays. Grammar and writing is also a focus. 

Students will experience a variety of scaffolded methods to assist them as they continue to acquire English as a 

second language. 
 

1647 ï ESL CONTENT         11-12 1 cr. 

This course is designed to support the 11th and 12th grade English Learner in the content areas with an emphasis on 

academic vocabulary. Students will develop and practice their academic vocabulary to assist them in the content areas 

as they continue to acquire English as a second language. 
 

 

40056 ï ELL STUDY HALL  

This study hall is designed to monitor past and present English Learners of all grades as they continue making progress 

in all academic areas. 
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M A T H E M A T I  C S 

 
The Mathematics program at Branford High School is designed to blend the concrete with the abstract, 

application with theory, and skills with concepts. As students progress through this sequential program, they learn 

to display the mastery of mechanical skills through the development of higher order thinking skill s, such as 

analyzing, predicting, and drawing conclusions. 

Our approach to the teaching of mathematics is predicated upon the conviction that instruction should strike a 

balance between formal presentation by the teacher and discovery by the student through such means as hands-on 

activities, classroom experiments, work with calculators/computers, and cooperative learning. This varied 

instruction should accommodate the diversity of student learning styles and interests by providing each student the 

opportunity to find success through his/her own efforts and to gain the li fe skills necessary for success in a 

technological information based world. 

Through varied instructional techniques, especially cooperative learning, students should become more 

motivated and persistent, and improve their sense of responsibili ty, self-reliance and intellectual curiosity. 

Interpersonal relations and a sense of community as well as moral and ethical values should also be enhanced. 

 
There are academic, school-wide Performance Graduation Requirements aligned with  vari ous courses offered 

in the mathematics section of the 2017 - 2018 Program of Studies. The following departmental performance 

expectations are the focus of the mathematics curricul um: 

¶ Analyze trends/patterns to create models and make predictions 
 

¶ Utilize tools and technology appropriately  within  a mathematical context 
 

¶ Apply mathematical concepts to mult i-step, authentic problems 
 
 

MATH PREREQUISITES 
The Mathematics Department has minimum grade prerequisites (approved by the Board of Education) for 

entry into some mathematics courses/levels. The reasons for having minimum grade prerequisites are for students 

to enroll  in a course or level commensurate with their needs and past achievement and to maintain the integrity of 

the sequential courses. The minimum grade prerequisites decrease the number of students who are 

inappropriately placed in courses. Students who wish to enroll  in an honors or AP course need to demonstrate 

that they are self-motivated, independent learners. 

For STANDARD level courses in math, students should achieve a C- to take the next standard level course 

in a sequence. The prerequisite grade for  students tr ansitioni ng fr om Algebra I  Block, Basic Geometry, or  

Algebra I I  Block to a standard level course is also C-. Contact teacher or  guidance counselor  to discuss 

options in further  detail.  

For admission to HONORS-level courses in math, students should achieve a B- in the preceding honors 

course in the sequence. For students in a standard level course or for students who did not achieve that B- but wish 

to take the challenge of the honors-level course, a review of the studentôs program of studies, testing scores, math history, 

combined with current teacher recommendation that the student is capable of meeting increased expectations of 

Honors-level course requirements will  all be considered in placing the student in the most appropriate next 

course in sequence. This will  enable the student to have the best chance of having success in reaching their 

mathematics potential, while enabling them to advance to an honors-level course if  appropriate. 

For admission to ADVANCED  PLACEM ENT courses in math, students should achieve a B in the preceding 

honors course in the sequence. For students who wish to take the challenge of an AP-level course, current teacher 

recommendation that the student is capable of meeting increased expectations of AP-level course requirements 

will  be necessary for placement in AP Statistics or AP Calculus. This will  enable the student to have the best 

chance of having success in reaching their mathematics potential, while enabling them to advance to an AP-level 

course if  appropriate. 
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A NOTE TO PARENTS:  We take an interest in your child and suggest that you closely follow his or her progress.  If your son or 

daughter begins having difficulty in a course so that earning the minimum grade for entry into the next course in sequence 

appears questionable, we strongly urge you to contact his or her teacher to discuss the problem and alternative solutions.  

Your child's effort and your active concern combined with our professional staff and facilities can result in the achievement of 

a sound mathematics education. 

 

Three credits in M athematics are required for  graduation, though the math department str ongly suggests 

taking four  credits. Students wishing to take Calculus during  their  senior year  must complete Precalculus 

by the end of their  junior  year.  
 

M A T H  C O U R S E  S E Q U E N C E S 
GRADE SEQUENCE A SEQUENCE B SEQUENCE C SEQUENCE D 

8    Algebra I 

9 Algebra I Block Algebra I Block Algebra I Geometry Honors 
 

10 
Basic Geometry  

Geometry 
Geometry or 

Geometry Honors 

 

Algebra II  Honors 

 
11 

 
Algebra II  Block 

 

Algebra II  or 

Algebra II  Block 

Algebra II-Honors or 

Algebra II  or 

Algebra II  Block 

Precalculus Honors 

(and perhaps AP 

Statistics) 

 
12 

OPTIONS 

from below 

 

OPTIONS 

from below 

 

OPTIONS 

from below 

Calculus Honors or 

AP Calculus AB (and 

perhaps AP Statistics) 

OPTI ONS: 

§ Students interested in taking Calculus in the future should take Precalculus. 

§ Students going to college should seriously consider taking one or more of the following: Statistics, AP 

Statistics, PreCalculus, and Discrete M athematics. 

§ Other options are Concepts of M athematics 1 &  2 and Discrete M athematics. 

 
3123ï ALGEBRA I  BLOCK 9-12 1 cr. M athematics + ½ cr. Elective 

This  course  is  designed  to  maximize  student  success  through  the  use  of  multiple  instructional  strategies, 

technology  and  extended  class  periods  (labs)  to  aid  those  students  who  have  been  identified  as  needing 

supplemental assistance in Algebra.  The course covers the same topics as a standard Algebra I program. The 

major objective of this course is to lay a firm foundation for the sequential courses which follow. Students should 

build upon the skills and competencies learned and apply them to the representation, analysis, and solution of 

problems in this course and future math courses. Topics include:  patterns, recursive and explicit  rules, scatter 

plots and trend lines, linear equations, inequalities, elementary functions, graphing, simultaneous equations, some 

probabili ty, factoring, rational and radical expressions, quadratic and exponential functions, polynomials, and 

word problems. The next sequential course is either Basic Geometry  or Geometry; the decision is made based 

upon input from student, parent/guardian, guidance dept., Special Education (if  applicable), and current math 

teacher. 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 5 Implement critical thinking skills to solve problems 
 

3122 - ALGEBRA I                                                                                                             9-12       1 cr. 
The major objective of this course is to lay a firm foundation for the sequential courses which follow. Students 

should build upon the skills and competencies learned and apply them to the representation, analysis, and solution 

of problems in this course and future math courses. Topics include: patterns, recursive and explicit  rules, scatter 

plots and trend lines, linear equations, inequalities, elementary functions, graphing, simultaneous equations, some 

probabili ty, factoring, rational and radical expressions, quadratic and exponential functions, polynomials, and 

word problems. The next sequential course is Geometry  or  Geometry  Honors. 

 
Performance Graduation Requirements 

× 5 Implement critical thinking skills to solve problems 
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