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On-Line Registration Instructions for Course Selection

Students and their families must go on-line through the school website to register 
for their courses for the next school year.   

1. Go to the Newington High School Website  
www.hs.npsct.org 

2. Click on PowerSchool icon on the right side. 

3. Log onto PowerSchool with username and password.  If you forgot your 
password, please see your counselor or secretary in your assigned House. 
 

4. Click on the Course Registration icon on the left side. 

5. Begin registering for classes by clicking on the pencil for each content area. 

6. There is a drop-down menu with a list of courses.  Your teacher’s 
recommendation will be the first course listed. 

7. Included in the Career/Tech menu are culinary, IT, business, and family & 
child development classes. 

8. Remember:  Each student must sign up for a minimum of 6 credits (6 courses   
each semester). 

9. Once you have selected your courses, hit the Submit button. 

10. Print 2 copies; one must be signed by a parent and returned to counselor and 
the other is for the student’s record.
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Newington High School
Core Values and Beliefs

Expectations for Student Learning

Academic Expectations

Newington High School students will apply academic and technical
 knowledge and skills across all disciplines by:

Social and Civic Expectations

Newington High School students will develop self-responsibility
that enables them to live a healthy and active lifestyle by:

   • critically reading and comprehending a variety of written materials

   • clearly expressing ideas in writing for a variety of purposes and audiences

   • thinking critically and reasoning effectively to solve problems

   • using oral language and listening skills to communicate effectively

   • demonstrating information and communication technology literacy

Approved by the Board of Education 1/27/10      Adopted by the faculty 12/15/2010

   • making decisions to achieve long and short term goals

   • acting with respect toward self and others and practicing moral and ethical conduct

   • developing skills and competencies for personal well-being and growth

   • recognizing and valuing our commonalities and diversity for the common good

   • contributing to the global community through responsible actions

Newington High School, a community of learners, is committed to providing all students with high quality learning experiences by 
challenging and actively engaging them in their education in a safe, welcoming, and enriching environment.  All students are expected 
to meet high academic and behavioral standards.  These expectations are achieved through a dynamic partnership among students, staff, 
home, and community.  In an increasingly technological and ever-changing world, Newington High School provides all students with 
knowledge, skills, and values needed to set goals and reach their full potential as life-long learners.
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Suggestions For Good Program Planning
1.  Plan to include subjects from several different subject areas. 

You may discover new interests and new aptitudes. 
2.  Plan a two or three year sequence in two or more subject 

areas. Your future career may require emphasis in one or 
more fields. 

3. Plan for a well-rounded high school experience. Desirable 
personality characteristics and good work habits are part of 
learning. Some time for extracurricular activities is desirable, 
though credit toward a diploma is not earned in this way. 

4.  Consult others with your program planning. Your parents, 
teachers and school counselor can offer helpful advice. 
Information gained from aptitude and achievement tests is 
also useful. 

5.  Your past record, your abilities, your interests and your goals 
are of primary importance in determining what subjects you 
should select. 

6.  Select a program in keeping with your scholastic abilities and 
then strive for the best possible accomplishment. QUALITY 
is more important than QUANTITY in the final analysis. 

7.  Make the most of every day you are a member of the school. 
This is YOUR education. YOU receive the ultimate and final 
benefits which are most numerous and of permanent value.

 
Credits For Graduation
1. 

  Current Comprehensive Academy 
 Class of 2015 - 2017 Class of 2018 and beyond* 
English 4.0 4.0 4.0 
Social Sciences 3.0 3.0 3.0 
Humanities 
Elective 

  1.0  

Math 3.0 4.0 4.0 
Science 2.0 3.0 3.0 
STEM Elective   1.0  
Career & Life Skills 1.0 1.0  
Fine Arts 1.0 1.0 
World Language   1.0 1.0 
Wellness 1.5 1.5 1.5 
Free Electives 6.5 4.5  3.5 
Required Electives    3.0 
Capstone Project     

1.0 Internship    
    
TOTALS 21.0 25.0 25.0 

*Pending Board of Education approval

2. Beginning with the Class of 2018, students who pass Algebra 
I, Geometry and/or the first year of a world language in middle 
school may be given high school credit.  

3. Course Load:  Beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, the 
minimum course load each semester is six daily courses. 

Introduction

4.  One credit is earned for a year’s work in a subject meeting 
daily. No additional credit will be granted to a student who 
repeats a course for which previous credit has been earned.  

5.  Wellness is required in Grades 9, 10, and 11. A student who 
presents a medical certificate indicating that he/she is unable 
to participate in wellness must fulfill the wellness credit 
requirement by taking an elective or through an individualized 
wellness activity.   Wellness will count in the GPA.

6. In order to be considered a candidate for graduation, a student 
must have a minimum of 14 academic credits (Class of 2015 
- 2017) and 18 academic credits (Class of 2018 and beyond) 
at the beginning of Grade 12, with a plan to complete the 
required number of credits by the end of the year. 

7.  Grade promotion depends on the number of credits earned. 
To be a sophomore, 4 credits are needed; to be a junior, 9 
credits are required; and to be a senior, 14 credits must be 
earned.  Beginning with the Class of 2018, to be a sophomore, 
5 credits are needed; to be a junior 11 credits are required; 
and to be a senior 18 credits must be earned.

8. Students who do not receive enough credits to advance to the 
next grade will be retained in the current grade and will be 
placed in homerooms according to the grade in which they 
are retained.  Students who are retained may advance to the 
next grade at mid-year.  Students who are retained will be 
notified over the summer by the school counseling office.

9. Beginning in the 2012-2013 school year, the Newington Board 
of Education Policy Instruction #6146 was adjusted to include 
Student Success Plans (SSP) as a requirement for all students 
in grades 6-12.  The plans will be student driven and cover 
topics in three area:  academic, college/career exploration, 
and social/emotional/physical development.  The purpose is to 
help students learn more about themselves, their strengths, and 
areas of interest so that students can set and monitor personal 
goals related to future planning.  It will also provide students 
with some opportunities to gain real work experiences outside 
of the classroom.  Each year, students will work on a piece of 
their SSP independently, through classes, in advisory, and with 
their school counselors.  Students will document SSP work 
in the form of journal reflections, projects, and assessments 
that will be housed electronically in Naviance.
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 The curriculum at Newington High School provides varied programs for students to secure the type of education best suited to 
their particular needs, interests, and abilities.  It is designed to prepare the student for further higher education or entry into the world of 
work.  The choice of sound programs to meet individual requirements is of foremost importance. Wise planning will take into account 
the setting of realistic goals in terms of capabilities and interests.   The acquisition of knowledge is but one element of a good education. 
Proper work habits, honesty, dependability, the ability to get along with others, and the development of positive citizenship traits are also 
essential components.



Grade  Equivalent Table

Placement Protocol for Entering Students without 
Standardized Test Scores
 New students may be required to take a variety of assessments 
to determine appropriate placement in courses.

Course Levels and Weighting
 Newington High School strives to offer rigorous course work 
for all students.  Classes are offered at three levels:  AP/ECE, 
Honors and Academic.  Each course level has a corresponding 
weight which is used to calculate GPA.  The level/weight is 
indicated next to each title in the Program of Studies.  Below are 
the descriptions:

Advanced Placement (AP)/Early College Experience (ECE)
Advanced Placement/Early College Experience courses require 
students to follow a standardized curriculum that is equivalent to an 
introductory college course.  AP/ECE courses may allow students 
to receive college credit and/or be exempt from introductory 
college courses by either passing an externally prepared exam, 
or by earning a specific grade for the course.  Students who are 
enrolled into these courses should possess the skills necessary to 
perform college level work during high school.  AP/ECE courses 
demand a large time commitment on the part of students both in 
and out of school.  Please see page 10 for a description of AP and 
ECE courses and policies. 
Students who want to enroll in an AP/ECE course need to have 
successfully completed any/all designated prerequisite courses, 
receiving a QPA of no less than 3.33. 

Honors
Honors courses present a rapid-paced curriculum and offer an 
in-depth exploration of the course content.  These courses offer a 
curriculum designed to challenge students who have demonstrated 
creativity, innovation and a high degree of proficiency.   
Students enrolled in Honors courses should be independent, self-
directed learners with exceptional communication skills and the 
ability analyze, synthesize and draw conclusions.  Honors courses 
require a serious commitment of the student’s time and effort, both 
in and out of the classroom.

Academic
Academic courses focus on the application of previously mastered 
skills and concepts, and the acquisition of advanced learning.  
Academic courses offer a curriculum designed to challenge students 
who have demonstrated the academic knowledge and background 
to meet the requirements of their grade level.  Appropriate 
resources, levels of challenge and support prepare students for 
colleges, universities, and other post-secondary education and 
career opportunities.  Reading, writing, listening, decision-making, 
critical thinking and problem solving skills are an integral part 
of all Academic course work, requiring students to allocate time 
beyond the classroom to complete assignments.

Quality Points
Grade Course Level
 AP/ECE * **

A+ 4.50 4.30 4.20
A 4.40 4.20 4.00
A- 4.20 4.00 3.67

B+ 4.00 3.67 3.33
B 3.67 3.33 3.00
B- 3.33 3.00 2.67

C+ 3.00 2.67 2.33
C 2.67 2.33 2.00
C- 2.33 2.00 1.67

D+ 2.00 1.67 1.33
D 1.67 1.33 1.00
D- 1.33 1.00 0.67

P 0.00 0.00 0.00

F 0.00 0.00 0.00

I - - -

Honor Roll
 The honor roll is published each marking period. Students who 
attain a weighted Grade Point Average of 3.67 are granted “High 
Honors;” students who attain a weighted Grade Point Average of 
3.00 are granted “Honors.” 
 To attain any form of honors, a student must have a weighted 
GPA of no less than 3.00 and no grade lower than a “C-” for the 
marking period. 
 The Honor Roll is determined on the basis of a minimum of 
five major courses.  Pass/fail courses are not included in honor 
roll calculation.

Descriptions
  * Honors
** Academic

Excellent: mark of highest distinction 
earned by that very small proportion of 
students whose work is of the highest 
quality.

Above average: mark of distinction 
earned by those students who show a 
degree of excellence in completing high 
quality work punctually with accuracy 
and understanding.

Average: mark earned by those stu-
dents  who give to the course a reasonable 
amount of time, effort and attention, and 
who complete work with reasonable 
accuracy and understanding.

Below average: lowest passing grade and 
represents work performed in a barely 
acceptable manner. It indicates that the 
student would be seriously handicapped 
in carrying a more advanced course 
for which this course is a specific pre-
requisite. 

Credit allowed toward graduation for 
effort,  cooperation and fulfillment of 
all obligations.

Failing

Incomplete: given only for work unfin-
ished because of an excused absence. 
Incompletes not made up before the 
mid-term of the following grading period 
automatically become "F".

A (90-99) A+ 97 – 99 C (70-79) C+ 77 – 79 
 A 93 – 96  C 73 – 76 
 A- 90 – 92  C- 70 – 72 
      
B (80-89) B+ 87 – 89 D (60-69) D+ 67 – 69 
 B 83 – 86  D 63 – 66 
 B- 80 – 82  D- 60 – 62 
   F = <59  
   Passing = 60  
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students may DROP a course provided that he/she carries 
the minimum number of academic credits and wellness, and 
meets the graduation requirements. The student-initiated drop 
form must be approved by the parent and the teacher. There 
will be no penalty for a course dropped within this one/two 
week window. 

• Withdrawing From A Course
 It is to be noted that when a student drops a course AFTER 

THE DROP/ADD WINDOW a grade of "W" or "WF" will 
appear on the permanent record and report cards and no 
additional courses will be added. If a student drops a course 
after the FIFTH WEEK OF CLASS (Progress Report), a grade 
of "WF" will appear on the report card and permanent record. 
A "WF" grade will be counted as an "F" in the determination 
of Honor Roll for the marking period and in Class Rank. If 
the course is dropped by a senior who has already applied to 
colleges or other post-secondary programs, the institution(s) 
will be notified of the dropped course in writing. No student 
may drop a course if he or she does not maintain the 6 course 
per semester minimum. To drop a course, a student must 
submit the student-initiated drop form.  A W/F, as a result of 
a drop, will impact structured study for the marking period 
following the drop.

• Level Changes/Waivers
 A teacher may place a student in a higher level course after 

the start of the school year if it is determined by department 
protocol the current level is inappropriate.  The department 
coordinator will contact the parent to discuss the change in 
schedule and teacher will submit a level change form to the 
child's school counselor.

 Parents and students may initiate a level change.  A waiver 
must be completed and returned to the student's counselor no 
later than the first full week of school.  Waivers are granted 
on a space available basis.  Once the level has been changed, 
students may not return to the former level course that school 
year.  Waivers are not permitted for AP courses.

Guidelines for Course Audit
1. A student must discuss the course audit with the teacher whose 

class is to be audited and agree to the expectations set by the 
teacher for auditing the class. 

2. The class to be audited must be in addition to the regular course 
load that the student is carrying. 

3. The audit will begin with the first day of school for a full year 
course and semester 1. The audit for a second semester course 
will begin on the first day of the second semester. 

4. A student who wishes to audit a course that he/she is already 
enrolled in for credit must start the process of arranging for 
an audit by the FOURTH WEEK of class. 

5. Students enrolled in a course for audit must fulfill obligations, 
that is, course work and attendance. 

6. At the completion of the course, the class audited will be 
recorded on the student’s record as an audit—there will be 
NO GRADE OR CREDIT RECEIVED. It will appear on the 
transcript with an AU.

7. Students wishing to drop a course being audited will follow 
the same procedure for dropping a regular course for credit. 

8. Audit may also occur for some students with special 
circumstances, i.e. ESOL.

Rank in Class
1. Marks for all subjects for which unit credit or fractional unit 

credit is given are used in computing class rank, excluding 
summer school, internships, independent study and courses 
offered on a pass/fail basis. 

2. Credits for new registrants will be evaluated and included in 
GPA calculations.  Honors weight will not be given for courses 
completed by new registrants at their previous school unless 
the same courses are offered at Newington High School. 

3. Rank in class is determined at the end of the junior year and 
at the end of the first semester in the middle of the senior year.

4. Class rank will be reported using the decile system.  This 
system will indicate the GPA range for each decile band.

5. Numerical rank will be provided if colleges and scholarship 
organizations request it.

6. A valedictorian and salutatorian will be named for each 
graduating class. 

 The valedictorian at Newington High School is that member 
of the graduating class who has achieved the highest Grade Point 
Average (GPA) and thus, is assigned the rank of number one in the 
class. The GPA is a cumulative average based on seven semesters 
of academic work (e.g., grade nine through first semester of senior 
year.) 
 The salutatorian at Newington High School is that member of 
the graduating class who has achieved the second highest Grade 
Point Average (GPA) and thus, is assigned the rank of number 
two in the class. The GPA is a cumulative average based on seven 
semesters of academic work (e.g., grade nine through first semester 
of senior year.) 
 A new registrant must be in attendance at Newington High 
School at least one year (sixth/seventh semesters) in order to qualify 
for valedictorian or salutatorian. Students who accelerate (complete 
four years of high school in three) are not ranked with the class. 
They receive an approximate rank based on four/five semesters 
and a letter of explanation is sent with college applications.

Program Selection
 In January all students receive a form indicating the courses 
being offered for the next school year.  Students must register in 
PowerSchool for their courses on-line at www.hs.npsct.org.  The 
instructions for course registration are on Page 3 of this book.  
Proper selection of curriculum and subjects is very important and 
should be done with care, since changes requested at a later date 
may not always be possible. 

Schedule Changes
• Students will receive their schedules before the end of the 

year. They should be reviewed to make certain that they list 
the subjects chosen during the course selection process in 
January and that only one subject is listed for each period. 
In addition, students should ensure they are registered 
for a minimum of 6 courses each semester.  If some type 
of change is needed or desired, an effort will be made to 
accommodate the request within the constraints posed by 
the master schedule, class sizes and teacher loads.

• After Opening of School
 There will be a 1 week DROP/ADD WINDOW for semester 

courses and a 2 week DROP/ADD WINDOW for year-long 
courses following the opening of school. During this window, 
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Early Release Requirements
 Recognizing that many positive character traits can be 
learned or strengthened through maintaining regular employment, 
Newington High School offers the early release program to 
JUNIORS and SENIORS who meet certain requirements. These 
requirements were developed to insure that students who participate 
in the early release program also meet academic priorities.

JUNIORS and SENIORS may apply for early release/late arrival 
if they meet all of the following criteria:
1.  Graduation credits: Only juniors and seniors who are on pace 

to graduate and who have a schedule providing them with at 
least 21 credits (Class of 2015-2017) or with at least 25 credits 
(Class of 2018 and beyond) by the close of their senior year 
are eligible to apply for early release/late arrival, and 

2. Positive Academic & Citizenship Standing: Only juniors and 
seniors who

 a.  have no more than 2 grades below a C-
 b.  have no failing grades
  c.   are in good disciplinary standing with fewer than 3 referrals

 Please be mindful that Block Scheduling may not permit 
early release on certain days.

  Please Note: Juniors and Seniors involved in early release/late 
arrival must carry the mandatory minimum credits (6). Early 
release/late arrival is NOT available to freshman, sophomores. 
Students who do not maintain good academic or citizenship 
standing are subject to the revocation of early release privileges. 
Students may reapply once good academic and/or citizenship 
has been restored.  Reports are run quarterly.  

Course Offerings
 A course may be withdrawn or enrollment may be restricted 
for any of the following reasons: 
 a. low enrollment
 b. limited facilities
 c. availability of staff

Approaches for Acceleration
 There are two ways that a student may accelerate his/her high 
school graduation. Both approaches require parental approval and 
a parent/student conference with the counselor. All arrangements 
must be finalized by June 1.
1. A grade 11 student who, at the end of the junior year, has 

successfully completed all academic requirements for 
graduation with the exception of the senior year credit in 
English, and who has been accepted by a fully accredited 
institution of higher learning, may fulfill the English 
requirement by taking an English course approved by the 
Principal of the high school. The financial responsibility for 
this course will be borne by the parent.  Arrangements for 
participation in this program must be finalized by the end of 
the sophomore year.

 2. A grade 12 student, under certain circumstances, is permitted 
to complete graduation credits in January of senior year for 
graduation in June. Arrangements for participation in this 
program must be finalized by June 1 of the junior year.

 Approval to participate in this type of acceleration is NOT 
automatically granted.  The decision of the Principal is based 
on: 

• The student's academic record
• The specific goals/reasons of the student
• The plan of action for achieving the goals

If the plan includes college/technical school, etc., the student 
must apply during the fall of senior year.
If the plan includes full-time employment/military service, 
plans must be finalized by the end of first semester and be 
certified by a letter to the Principal.

Guidelines for Student
The student is responsible for the following:
1. Schedule a conference with the Counselor to discuss the 

appropriateness of the program for achieving goals. 
2. Pick up an application in the Main School Counseling Office 

and review the application and procedures with the Counselor. 
3. Complete the application and goals sheets and return both to 

the Counselor. 
4. Have parent(s) contact the Counselor to arrange a conference 

with Counselor/parent(s)/student.
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Summer School
 Students may take coursework following a course failure 
or for program advancement - through the Newington* or West 
Hartford Summer School programs. Courses taken for recovery 
credit must be approved in advance by both the student’s counselor 
and Principal. The Newington* and West Hartford programs are the  
only approved summer school programs from which Newington 
High School will accept credit.
 The summer school course load is one credit per summer.  
Marks for summer school courses are not used in computing GPA.
If students wish to receive credit from a program other than the 
Newington* or West Hartford summer school, they must seek 
prior approval from the Principal.  A minimum of 120 instructional 
hours is required to earn 1 credit.
 Credits in summer school are awarded by semester.  Grades 
for full year courses are averaged together for a final grade.  Credit 
is awarded for an average above 60.  If the average is below 60 
but a passing grade was awarded for one semester, 0.5 credit will 
be awarded.  Semester courses will be awarded 0.5 credit as stated 
on the summer school report card.
*Pending Board of Education Approval

Special Programs
 The following programs have been preapproved for 
the acceptance of credits granted through participation and 
completion of course work.  To receive credit for any other 
program not listed here, prior written approval must be received 
from the Principal.

University Of Connecticut Early College Experience 
Program
 Under the University’s Early College Experience Program, 
outstanding high school students work under selected teachers in 
their own high school on an approved course of study for which 
they receive full college credit, also fulfilling requirements toward 
high school graduation. Students must meet the qualifications 
laid down by the  high school department, complete the required 
application, and pay the necessary fees.
 At the end of each semester, the instructor’s grades are recorded 
at the University.  Any student planning to attend the University 
of Connecticut can indicate his participation in the program in 
order to obtain credit and/or advanced placement However, it is 
to be noted that recognition of grades for college credit, advanced 
placement or both, varies with other colleges and should be checked 
in each case. The following courses are offered in this program: 
Biology and  Modern Western Traditions.  When students complete 
these courses, they must obtain their transcripts directly from the 
Registrar at the University of Connecticut after July 1st.  
 Although not required, students generally take advantage of the 
opportunity to purchase their textbooks for AP UConn programs.  
This allows students to take notes and highlight sections in their 
personal book, and begin their professional resource library.  Books 
are available at a discount rate for those who choose to buy them.  
All others will be issued a book in accordance with school policies.

University of Saint Joseph Challenge Program
 The University of Saint Joseph Challenge Program offers 
tuition-free scholarships for one semester to qualified upper-level 
high school students.  This program provides the opportunity 
for qualified young women and men to attend college while still 
in high school.  Students enroll in a college course for which 
they receive academic credit upon successful completion of the 
semester's work.  Over 200 students have enrolled in such diverse 
areas as Anthropology, Philosophy, French, Classics, Religious 
Studies, Spanish, Math, and Sociology.  Applications are reviewed 
by a committee, and the counselors will be notified of a student's 
acceptance.  

Wesleyan University High School Scholars Program
 This program allows outstanding high school juniors and 
seniors to take one course per semester, tuition free, at the Wesleyan 
University campus. Admitted students are able to enroll in a more 
advanced class than is normally offered at the high school level. 
Juniors and seniors with exceptional academic qualifications, 
motivation, and independence to handle a college course while 
enrolled in high school are encouraged to apply.   Students, however, 
should carefully consider both the rigor and the time constraints 
of their high school schedules and apply only if their high school 
schedule allows the flexibility required to attend and successfully 
complete a college class. 

Trinity Special Students Program
 Trinity College provides opportunity for qualified senior level 
high school students to enroll in one course at the college and 
have tuition waived, paying only any registration fee associated 
with the course. Transcript, counselor recommendation letter and 
a brief statement of interest are required as part of the application. 
Each student will be evaluated on an individual basis to ensure 
success in an appropriate course.  

University of Hartford College Now Program
 COLLEGE NOW is a University of Hartford program 
designed to provide outstanding high school seniors with the 
opportunity to enroll in one college course per semester on a 
tuition free basis.  The program is quite selective and open only 
to students who meet the following criteria.
• Qualified high school seniors who have exhausted the college 

preparatory courses in their high schools and who are in the 
top 15% of their class.

• Students must have maintained grades of "A" and "B"   
 consistently in their academic courses.
• Students must have achieved a minimum score of 1000 on  
 the SAT or PSAT.
 Students recommended for admission into the program by 
their school counselor must submit to the Center for Graduate 
and Adult Academic Services an Application Form along with 
a high school transcript and SAT or PSAT test scores.  Students 
who have already been accepted into the program for a previous 
semester need not reapply.  They must, however, obtain a new 
signed Permission to Register Form and bring it with them to 
register during the specified registration period.    
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Advanced Placement Program
 The Advanced Placement (AP) Program is a program of credit 
by examinations for college-level studies pursued in secondary 
schools. The Advanced Placement courses are available to qualified 
academically oriented students in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth 
grades. Upon completion of an AP Course, a student is encouraged 
to take the nationally administered examination in May. Many of 
the colleges that AP candidates have attended give credit and/or 
advanced standing to students whose AP Examination grades are 
considered acceptable. 
 Advanced Placement courses offered are described in the 
subject area sections.  To be eligible for an AP course, students must 
earn a (3.33 QPA) for the Semester in the specified prerequisite 
course(s) at the time of registration.  This grade standard must be 
maintained through the school year.
 If a student wishes to take an AP class, but has not met the 
grade requirement, they may appeal the department for entrance 
prior to the close of registration.  The appeal will be reviewed by 
the coordinator, with input from teachers.  All relevant data will 
be reviewed.
 If the appeal is denied by the department, the student may 
appeal to the Principal.  Provided all procedures were followed 
properly and the student's case has been considered with due 
diligence, there would be no basis to overturn the decision.
 Students who are enrolled in AP courses are not permitted 
to drop without permission of the principal.  All AP drops must 
be made by the end of the school year.

Independent Study
 This program is designed for the student who is broadly and 
deeply curious about a particular subject and can benefit from the 
experience of developing, organizing, and pursuing the successful 
completion of a project which he or she finds stimulating. It is the 
responsibility of the student to locate an advisor to assist in the 
course of study.  The content of an independent study should be 
above and beyond school offerings.

 The purpose of the program is to challenge and stimulate 
the individual student who wishes to pursue in depth, a topic of 
personal interest which is not included in the regular curriculum 
offered at Newington High School. Independent study gives the 
student an opportunity to research and each their own conclusions 
on a topic of interest with the guidance of a cooperating teacher.

General Guidelines
1. The program will be limited to students who are in good 

standing academically.  Participating students must have 
demonstrated better than average competency in the area in 
which they wish to pursue independent work.

2. Admission to the program is by application, initiated by the 
student, who will present an outline of the subject area he/
she plans to investigate.

3. The project must receive the approval of the student's parents, 
a sponsoring teacher (whom the student selects) the student's 
counselor, and the School Counseling Coordinator

4. The work is to be done outside the structure of regularly 
scheduled classes and will cover knowledge not included 
in the regular curriculum.  Student aide projects will not be 
eligible for credit under this program

5. Each student will be required to meet with the supporting 

teacher at least once a week to review their progress.  This 
meeting must be recorded in the conference log and initialed 
by both the teacher and student.

6. Projects in their final form and/or project reports will be 
submitted to the School Counseling Coordinator for credit 
approval, students may not earn more than one credit in 
Independent Study in their program of studies at Newington 
High School.  The student and sponsoring teacher will identify 
the amount of credit they feel the project merits on the project 
proposal.  An independent study project may be completed 
for no academic credit if desired.

7. In general, students may not earn more than one credit in 
Independent Study in their program of studies at Newington 
High School.  The student and sponsoring teacher will identify 
the amount of credit they feel the project merits on the project 
proposal.  An independent study project may be completed 
for no academic credit if desired.

8. A grade of "P" will be given for a successfully completed 
project.  A successfully completed project is defined as a 
project, which merits a letter grade of "C" or better.  Passing 
grades are not included in GPA calculations.

9. Students participating in the individual study program may, 
if they so desire, be reassigned from regularly scheduled 
study halls.

10. It is recommended that teachers work with students on a one 
on one basis, however, there may be times when it could be 
beneficial to have a teacher work with two or more students 
simultaneously.

11. The assignments must be meaningful with reference to the 
project.  Side benefits, such as learning library skills and using 
technology are important, but incidental.

12. Evaluation must be relevant and clearly understood by the 
student, the teacher, and the School Counseling Coordinator. 
A student may withdraw at any time without academic penalty 
by informing his/her participating teacher and the School 
Counseling Coordinator. Students may not drop courses to 
add independent study.

The Alternate Program
 The Alternate Program at Newington High School is designed 
to assist and support students having difficulty achieving success 
in mainstream courses.  The goal of the program is to stabilize a 
student through an individualized educational approach to his or 
her studies in grades nine through twelve.  A four year sequence 
of courses is offered in mathematics, English, social studies, and 
science.  In addition, a self-awareness program is an integral part 
of the course offerings.
 Students enter the program through a formal application/intake 
process which is initiated by their counselor.  A student entering 
the program must be assigned to the alternate homeroom, four or 
five academic courses within the program and must participate in 
the self-awareness course.  Students that enter the program can 
remain for a maximum of four years.
 Students in the Alternate Program may be eligible for early 
release to obtain work credit. Students must show evidence of 
employment (paystubs) to participate. Status of employment will be 
monitored by the teachers in the Alternate Program. Credit earned 
will be determined by the Alternate Program based on length of 
employment and feedback from the employer. Students may earn 
up to one credit per school year for work study.
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Special Education Programs
 Special Education programs at Newington High School are 
designed to meet the needs of students who have been identified 
through the Planning and Placement Team process as students 
needing specialized instruction.  Individualized programs are 
designed at the Planning and Placement Team meeting to meet 
the needs of each student.

Student Ambassador Program
 The purpose of this program is to assist transfer students as 
they assimilate to the Newington High School environment.  The 
student ambassadors serve as hallway escorts, lunch buddies, 
and role models for new students as they transition to our school.  
Students are selected for this voluntary service program based 
upon the recommendation of their school counselor and their 
willingness to participate in the program.  This is a non credit 
bearing activity.

Newington Fire Department Cadet Program
 The Newington Fire Department's Cadet Program is dedicated 
to educating the youth of Newington about the aspects of Fire 
Department operations.  This purpose is accomplished through 
training, hands-on experience, and the support/observation of 
firefighters during everyday incidents.  Cadets are not allowed to 
participate in any dangerous activities; rather, they are to function 
as support for other Fire Department personnel.
 The Department offers the Fire Cadet training program to 
high school students.  Applicants become eligible when they are 
currently enrolled in a secondary education institution (i.e. high 
school or vocational school), reside in Newington, and are between 
the ages of 16 and 18 years old.  Participants must maintain passing 
grades on quarterly report cards and be of good moral character.  
Applicants must have written permission from a parent or guardian 
to enroll in the program.
 Cadets may earn community service academic credit by 
accruing a minimum of 90 volunteer hours during the academic 
year.  Forty-five hours must be spent on monthly Cadet activities 
including drills, cleanups, meetings, and field trips.  The additional 
forty-five hours are to be completed through participation in regular 
department cleanups, training sessions, and fire responses.
 To earn one-half credit, prospective Cadets must enroll in the 
program by September 15th.  Those enrolling by January 15th can 
achieve one-quarter credit.  The Captain in charge of the program 
will provide documentation to school administration attesting to 
the completion of time requirements by program participants.
 Upon completion of the Cadet Program, participants will be 
eligible for placement in the Newington Fire Department.

Newington High School Community Service Program
 The Newington High School Community Service Program 
is designed to promote student involvement in voluntary service 
to the community, and to recognize students for their willingness 
to serve.  Students involved in the program will develop a sense 
of pride and commitment to voluntary service and experience the 
gratification and fulfillment that comes with the donation of one’s 
time and talent for the good of others and the community.

General Guidelines
1. The program is open to all Newington High School students.  

Approval requires the submission of a completed application  
to their School Counselor prior to Progress Report distribution 
for each quarter.  NOTE: Application must bear the signatures 
of the student, a parent, and the placement supervisor.  NO 
service hours will be granted without the application first being 
approved.

2. APPROVAL PROCESS:  Once the above signatures have 
been attained, the student must bring the completed application 
to their School Counselor for review.  The application is 
then given to the House Principal who will determine if the 
placement and type of activity are appropriate for approval.  
(If NOT approved, the student has the option of appealing the 
decision to the High School Principal).  SUMMER:  Forms 
must be into their Counselor by the last day of the 4th quarter 
(before finals).

3. Permission is granted for the current semester (even if granted 
in the latter quarter).  To continue beyond that semester, a 
student must complete an Update Hours Form.  Service 
hours will accrue until submitted for credit.

4. Students will be required to keep a log of their hours and 
activities on the Hours Log form which can be obtained from 
their Counselor or House Principal.  When an Hours Log is 
completed, it must be signed by the student as well as the 
supervisor from the placement.  The Log must be submitted 
to the House Principal and approved before credit can be 
granted.  To earn credit at the conclusion of the semester, all 
Log documents must be in by the last day of that semester.  
SUMMER: To earn credit during the summer, students looking 
to complete their graduation requirements must submit a 
completed Log to their House Principal by August 15th.  All 
returning students have until the end of the first week of the 
fall semester to submit their Log.

5. CREDIT:  A 1/4 of a credit can be earned for every 50 hours 
of service completed up to 200 hours of service for 1 full 
credit.  Students can only earn 1 credit through this program 
for their entire High School career. No more than 1/4 credit  
may be earned in any quarter.

6. Students successfully completing their hours and submitting 
the appropriate documentation will have "Community Service" 
entered onto their transcript at the conclusion of that semester 
with the appropriate credit.

7. Students may be dropped from the program at any time for 
lack of adherence to their plan or if the intent of the program 
is not being served.
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School Counseling Program
 School counseling is defined within the context of a 
comprehensive program intended to assist students with personal/ 
social adjustment, school adjustment, school achievement, career 
development, decision-making and goal setting.
 The comprehensive school counseling model includes four 
major components: the School Counseling curriculum which 
encompasses structured developmental guidance experiences 
presented systematically through groups (including classrooms) to 
promote growth of the psychological aspects of human development 
(e.g. self understanding, interpersonal relations, decision-making 
including, interpersonal relations, decision-making including 
career, goal setting and problem solving); individual planning 
which refers to the activities designed to help students monitor 
and direct their own learning and personal development.  It 
includes individual advisement, placement and individual 
appraisal; responsive services which are reactions to immediate 
needs and concerns of individuals whether these concerns involve 
information, counseling, consultation, crisis intervention or referral; 
and program management activities which establish, maintain, 
and enhance the preceding three school counseling areas such as 
program development, materials development, parent programs, 
the testing program and community relations. 
 The Supervisor of Student Planning & Support Services is 
located in the Main School Counseling Office and the school 
counselors are assigned to one of three different house offices. 
There are two school counselors in each house office.  As students 
progress, the school counselor remains responsible for the same 
students over a four year period.  The Main School Counseling 
Office is located on the first floor across the corridor from the 
main office.

Career Education
 Choosing one’s field of work, one of the most important 
decisions of a lifetime, is as important to students who plan to go 
to college as it is to those who plan to go directly into the work 
force after high school. Both time and money can be saved by 
choosing a college and/or a college career pathway that leads to a 
satisfying field of work. This  section of the Program of Studies is 
intended to direct parents and students to Newington High School 
courses or programs that are partially or wholly career-related. 
 The United States Office of Education and the Connecticut 
Department of Education recommend that all students graduating 
from high school acquire knowledge and experience from the 
following areas: 
CAREER AWARENESS: Career awareness consists of a 
knowledge of one’s values, goals, interests, aptitudes, abilities, 
skills, accomplishments, and experiences that suggest alternative 
directions for success and satisfaction in a career as well as 
knowledge of the spectrum of careers available and their 
employability. Decision making skills should be acquired to enable 
students to make realistic decisions about future careers. 
CAREER  EXPLORATION: Career exploration is the opportunity 
to sample occupations related to career goals by working in real 
situations in the community. These experiences enable students to 
make more realistic, experience-based career decisions. 
SKILL DEVELOPMENT: Whether college-bound or work 
bound, every student should acquire at least one marketable skill 
before graduating from high school either through in-school classes 
or through out-of-school programs. 

Cooperative Work Experience
 Cooperative Work Experience (CWE), is a training program 
for seniors that provides for a combination of study in school with 
a job in industry or business. Work Experience is divided into two 
sections: Diversified Occupations for students with Technology, 
Business, Family and Consumer Sciences, Foods Management, 
and Health background; and Marketing Education for students 
interested in marketing and business management. Each student 
will secure a job with a cooperating business or industry and 
will use this work situation as a training station. Pre-apprentice 
program students do not have to be 18 in order to participate. 
 A student who wishes to enroll in a CWE program should 
qualify under the following criteria:
•       Want to work immediately upon graduation OR want background 
    information and skills for further industrial, technical, or
    business education.
•   Have a reasonably good attandance record.
•   Have a sincere desire to learn a trade or occupation.
•      Have some background subject areas to reinforce an occupational
    choice.
 Some occupational areas in which students might train 
include: accounting, data processing, auto mechanics, nurse aides, 
secretarial, carpentry, dental assistant, machine trades, graphics, 
plumbing, radio and T.V., general service trades, clerk, stockroom 
worker, and food service. 
 Cooperative training is a program of instruction designed 
to prepare students for entry jobs in the various industrial and 
business occupations and the skilled trades. 
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College Entrance Requirements
 Generally, college requirements are stated in terms of a four-
year high school program.  It is advisable for students to begin an 
early study of college catalogues in order to assure their having the 
required subjects for entrance to the college of their choice.  The 
school counselor aids the student in choosing a suitable school 
and determining the special requirements of the colleges within 
a university; for example, liberal arts, fine arts, engineering, and 
medicine may well have entirely different entrance requirements. 
Students are encouraged to use Naviance to obtain up to date 
college information.
 Please be aware that beginning in 2015, the Connecticut State 
University System has revised its admission criteria. These schools 
include Central CT State University, Southern CT State University, 
Eastern CT State University, and Western CT State University. 
Students will now be required to complete the following course 
work to be considered for admission: English 4 years; Math 4 
years including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II and a fourth year 
in an algebra intensive course such as Trigonometry or Probability;  
Science 3 years including one life and one physical science, and 
two laboratory courses; STEM 1 year elective studies in science, 
engineering, technology, or math; Social Studies 3 years including 
at least one year of US History and the equivalent of a half year 
in Civics or American Government; World Language 2 years 
of the same world language is required, however, 3 years are 
recommended; Humanities 1 year of coursework in humanities 
electives; Arts 1 year of coursework in the Arts; Physical 
Education/Life Skills 1 year of physical education and 2 years 
of life skills elective courses such as career/technical education, 
English as a Second Language, personal finance or nutrition and 
health.

NCAA Eligibility

NCAA Eligibility Center
 Students planning to enroll as college freshmen who want to 
participate in DIVISION I or DIVISION II athletics, must be 
certified by the NCAA Eligibility Center. DIVISION III colleges 
and universities do not require students to be certified by the 
NCAA Eligibility Center because each college and universities set 
their own admissions standards and there are no initial-eligibility 
requirements in the division.
 To begin the certification process, a student must register 
with the NCAA Eligibility Center at www.eligibilitycenter.org. 
In order for an official transcript to be forwarded to the NCAA 
Eligibility Center, a student must complete a Transcript Release 
Form and submit it to the Main School Counseling Office. The 
Transcript Request Form is available on the NCAA Eligibility 
Center website and the Main School Counseling Office. In addition, 
when registering for the SAT or ACT, student can ensure that the 
score is reported directly to the NCAA by inputting the NCAA 
Eligibility Center code of 9999. The writing component of the 
SAT or ACT will not be used to determine your qualifier status. 
 The NCAA Eligibility Center will only use approved 
courses to certify your initial eligibility. The NCAA will evaluate 
a student’s transcript and calculate a Core-Course GPA. No 
special values are given for “+” or “-“grades. For example, a B+ 
or B- is considered to be a B and worth 3 quality points. Please 
visit www.newingtonathletics.com or www.eligibilitycenter.org 
for an updated list of NCAA-approved and NCAA-denied courses 
at NHS. The table below indicates the minimum core course 
requirements.

Remember:  meeting the NCAA academic requirements does 
not guarantee your admission into a college.  You must apply for 
college admission.

 
*Class of 2016: NCAA implemented new academic rules and 
initial-eligibility requirements for students enrolling in college 
on or after August 1, 2016. For more information, visit the 
abovementioned websites.
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Division I Division II (2013 and After)

Core-Course
Requirements

SAT/ACT
Requirements

Minimum GPA

Sliding Scale SAT/ACT commensurate 
with GPA*

minimum 820 SAT (critical reading & math combined)
minimum 68 ACT (sum score)
2.0 on a 4.0 scale in NCAA-approved coursesSliding Scale SAT/ACT commensurate 

with GPA*

• 16 core courses-grades 9-12  •  16 core courses-grades 9-12
• 4 Years of English  •  3 Years of English
• 3 Years of Math (Algebra I or higher)  •  2 Years of Math (Algebra I or higher)
• 2 Years of Natural/Physical Science  •  2 Years of Natural/Physical Science
 (1 year of lab if offered at school)         (1 year of lab if offered at school)
• 1 Year of additional English, Math  •  3 Years of additional English, Math
 or Natural/Physical Science          or Natural/Physical Science
• 2 Years of Social Science  •  2 Years of Social Studies
• 4 Years of additional courses  •  4 Years of additional courses
 (from any area above, foreign language         (from any area above, foreign language
 or comparative religion/philosophy)          or comparative religion/philosophy)



Technical/Vocational Opportunities 

Regional Agriscience and Technology Center and Regional 
Technical High School
 The Regional Agriscience and Technology Center located at 
Glastonbury High School serves the communities of East Hartford, 
Hebron, Marlborough, Rocky Hill, Manchester, Newington and 
Wethersfield.  The center provides interested students with an 
opportunity to pursue a four-year high school program and receive 
specialized training in plant science, animal science, agricultural 
mechanics or natural resources/forestry.  The program has limited 
enrollment and is designed for students who are interested in 
Agriculture and who have successfully completed grade 8.  
Students entering grade 10 will be considered for the program on 
a space available basis.  Students attend Glastonbury High School 
full time.  Transportation is provided by the Newington Board of 
Education.
 E.C. Goodwin Technical High School is located at 735 
Slater Road in New Britain.  It serves the communities of Berlin, 
Bristol, Farmington, Hartford, Newington, New Britain, Plainville, 
Plymouth (Terryville), Southington, and West Hartford.  E.C. 
Goodwin Technical High School offers programs in Automotive 
Mechanics, Carpentry, Computer Aided Drafting, Culinary Arts, 
Electrical, Electronic Technology, Hair Dressing and Barbering, 
HVAC, Manufacturing, and Plumbing.  Admission is open to 
students who have successfully completed 8th grade.  Students 
entering grade 10 will be considered for the program on a space 
available basis.  Students attend E.C. Goodwin Technical High 
School full time.  Recognizing that athletics are an important part 
of high school, E.C. Goodwin is a member of the CIAC and offers 
the opportunity for students to participate in Soccer, Volleyball, 
Basketball, Baseball, Golf and Softball.  Transportation is provided 
by the Newington Board of Education.

 Procedure for Admission to the Regional Agriscience and 
Technology Center and to the Regional Technical High School:
• Contact the program you wish to apply to for an application
• Send the application and recommendation to the center by 

April 1 for Glastonbury and December 21 for E.C. Goodwin
• Make an appointment to visit the program for a parent/student 

conference (Notified by June 1 of acceptance)
• Call the School Counseling Office at Glastonbury High School 

or E.C. Goodwin Technical School for an appointment to 
schedule next year's courses

• Notify Dr. Collins, Superintendent of Schools, about decision 
to attend either Glastonbury High School or E.C. Goodwin 
Technical School

• Notify the Newington Public Schools' Transportation 
Department (860-666-2441) about your decision to attend 
either program

Important Note:
The Newington Board of Education provides transportation to 
students attending our regional partner schools, Glastonbury 
Agriscience and Technology Center and E.C. Goodwin Technical 
High School only.  Students who wish to attend programs at other 
non-partner agriscience or technical high schools should be aware 
that state law requires the Newington Board of Education to provide 
limited transportation not to exceed the amount of $6,000 per 
student.  Students and their families are responsible for providing 
transportation or will incur the cost of the remainder of the balance 
should transportation cost exceed the specified dollar amount.

College Career Pathways Dual Credit
 College Career Dual Credit is a program combining two 
years of high school with two years of college.  It creates a career 
focus that allows students to direct their talents and interests.  
College Career Pathway programs provide a foundation of applied 
academics (courses incorporating hands-on experience and real-life 
applications) and the technical skills needed for current and future 
technical careers.  Capital Community College Career credit will be 
awarded to students participating in the Occupational Child Care, 
Child Development, Preschool Program, Infant and Toddler, and 
Computer Applications and Advanced Computer Applications and 
Health Careers Collaborative courses.  Manchester Community 
College Career credit will be awarded to students participating in 
the Culinary Careers Program.  In order to qualify for these credits, 
students must complete a college application and earn a grade of 
75 (C) or higher in the following academic courses:  Special Topics 
in Public Speaking, Algebra II and Chemistry, with lab, as well 
as specified career/technical courses.  When students complete 
this program, they are eligible to receive 12 college credits.  They 
must obtain their transcripts directly from the Registrar at Capital 
Community College and/or Manchester Community College.

Junior/Senior Internship Program
 This program is designed to link high school juniors and seniors 
with business and professional partners.  Students selected for this 
program will intern at businesses in the community.  Credit will 
be awarded according to the total amount of hours performed by 
the students as follows:
  40 hours for 1/4 credit
  80 hours for 1/2 credit
 120 hours for 3/4 credit
 160 hours for 1 credit 
 Students must have demonstrated good academic achievement, 
satisfactory social behavior, and good school attendance to be 
considered for this program.  This is an excellent opportunity for 
students to be exposed to work situations that match their future 
career goals.  Each intern will be required to attend work-related 
seminars, go through a selection process, and be evaluated by school 
staff and the employers.  This program requires that transportation 
be provided by the student and possible early dismissal from 
school depending on the student’s schedule and extracurricular 
activities.  Interested students must consult with the Workforce/
Development Specialist.  Junior/Senior Internship may count as 
the mandatory fifth course providing the student has met all of 
his/her graduation requirements. Grades for this program are not 
used in computing GPA.
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College/Post Secondary Information

Admission requirements for colleges vary greatly, but general guidelines like those below can be 
very helpful for students in planning their program at Newington High School.

Highly Selective Colleges
English - 4 units

Mathematics - 4 units
Science - 3 units

Social Studies - 3 units
Foreign Language - 3 or 4 years of the same language

Fine Arts - Recommended
Extracurricular activities that indicate leadership and initiative

Top 5-10% of the class
Computer Competency

Very Competitive Colleges
English - 4 units

Mathematics - 3 or 4 units
Science - 3 units

Social Studies - 3 units
Foreign Language - 3 or 4 years of the same language

Fine Arts - Recommended
Extracurricular activities that indicate leadership and initiative

Top 25 % of the class
Computer Competency

Competitive Colleges
English - 4 units

Mathematics - 3 units
Science - 2 or 3 units

Social Studies - 2 units
Foreign Language - 2 years of the same language

Fine Arts - Recommended
Extracurricular activities that indicate leadership and initiative

Top 2/3 of the class
Computer Competency
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Technical/Vocational Post Secondary Information
Many exciting career opportunities do not require a traditional four-year college degree.  
Changing technology and intense competition from other industrialized nations have in-
creased the knowledge levels students will require if they are to reach their full potential in 
the occupations they enter as adults.

There are several levels of post-high school training students can consider if they do not 
wish to attend a four-year college or university yet wish to continue their education after 
high school.

Apprenticeship Programs
An apprenticeship is a job where the worker or apprentice learns a trade.  The apprentice-
ship usually lasts about four years and consists of on-the-job training as well as classroom 
instruction.  Training is administered and funded by a sponsor, and there are approximately 
100,000 apprenticeship openings each year.  Graduates are  registered to receive certificates 
of completion from the U.S. Department of Labor or federally approved state apprentice 
agencies.

Certificate Programs
Certificate programs are designed primarily to assist students in securing employment and 
to emphasize skills required for that employment.  Courses are designed for persons who do 
not seek a degree but wish to develop skills in a specialty area.  Students may take courses 
at community colleges or specialty vocational schools which offer a number of programs.

Associate Degree Programs
Associate degree programs are usually two years in length and are offered at community 
or junior colleges.  Students may enroll in a terminal program which grants an associate 
degree or a transfer program which allows students to continue their education at a four-year 
college or university.  There are many opportunities for students in both traditional course 
offerings and in specialized technical areas.  Students completing these programs are eligible 
for many entry level occupations which offer growth opportunities.

Technical Education Programs
There are numerous opportunities available for students who wish to pursue technical 
training in order to compete in an increasingly complex vocational environment.  Technical 
education programs prepare students for a variety of occupations requiring scientific and 
technical knowledge.  These programs train students for entry level positions in rapidly 
growing fields with excellent growth potential.  The Connecticut Community Technical 
Colleges offer a wide variety of courses and programs for students interested in this type 
of post-high school planning.

Students wishing additional information regarding any of the above mentioned programs 
should contact their counselor or the Workforce Development Specialist.
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Art Education
Experience for Today: Thinking Skills for Tomorrow

“Some painters transform the sun into a yellow spot.  Others transform a yellow spot into the sun.” - 
Pablo Picasso

Foundation/Apprentice Courses

*Drawing I   *Digital Media Foundation  Ceramics 
  Drawing II   *Photography I   Jewelry/Metal Design
  Creative Drawing       Photography II   Sculpture/3-D Design
*Painting Media I  *Digital Graphic Design I 
  Painting Media II     Digital Graphic Design II 
*Cartooning/Intro to Animation
 
*Courses suggested for grade 9 students.

Master/Extended Learning Courses

Portfolio Preparation 
Multimedia Art History
Digital Animation/Film
Advanced Placement (AP) Studio Art/2D Design

Art Education Prepares Students for Mastery of 21st Century Skills

Business leaders and visionary thinkers concerned about preparation of students for the future know that the ability to be creative – a 
key 21st Century Skill – is native to the arts and is one of the primary processes learned through arts education. The arts promote work 
habits that cultivate curiosity, imagination, creativity, and evaluation skills. Students who possess these skills are better able to tolerate 
ambiguity, explore new realms of possibility, express their own thoughts and feelings and understand the perspectives of others. Fur-
thermore, these examples suggest ways that study of the arts can help produce globally aware, collaborative, and responsible citizens.

Communications in today’s interconnected world increasingly emphasize multimedia, and the arts are the media. For personal as well 
as professional success, students must therefore learn to critically interpret media messages, and to convey their own ideas through the 
medium of artistic form. Many courses in art explore the rich array of artistic media and tools by incorporating technology. All of those 
media, both traditional and new, offer powerful opportunities to cultivate 21st Century Skills and to articulate human expression. 

Students’ capacity to create and express themselves through the arts is one of the central qualities that make them human, as well as a 
basis for success in the 21st century.
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Drawing I  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This foundation course provides opportunity for students 
to explore the introductory techniques and concepts of drawing.  
The course is designed to provide the environment for student-
centered opportunities for creating images.  Graphic media such 
as pencils, pen, conte crayon, and charcoal will be incorporated 
into art works that challenge the student to create personal and 
original solutions to various drawing concepts and techniques.  
This course is also recommended as an introductory course in art. 

Drawing II Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Drawing I Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Drawing II will allow the student to use skills learned in Draw-
ing I for the purpose of self-expression.  New skills will continue 
to be taught with more time given to the study of imaginative ways 
of creating art including assignments in perspective, value, and 
rendering.  Work from this course could serve as the beginning 
of a student's portfolio. 

Creative  Drawing Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite:  Drawing I Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Drawing is a fundamental form of art.  This course takes the 
student beyond representation into the realm of creative expres-
sion.  Media such as:  pen & ink, oil pastel, etc. will be used to 
explore realistic and abstract expression.  Work from this course 
could serve as the beginning of a student's portfolio preparation.

Painting Media I Academic Level
1/2 credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10,11,12
 Painting I is an introductory course for anyone who would 
like to learn the art of painting. Major styles of painting and the 
work of important artists will be used as the basis of projects. 
Art appreciation will be incorporated into the course work. The 
characteristics of a variety of paint media will be explored.

Painting Media II Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Painting Media I Grades  9,10,11,12
 Painting II continues the explorations begun in the previous 
course. More advanced techniques and projects will challenge the 
students technically and aesthetically.  Various media will provide 
greater opportunities for self-expression.  Work from this course 
could serve as the beginning of a student's portfolio preparation.

Foundations of Digital Media & Photography  
  Academic Level
1/2 credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
But, this course is a prerequisite for most digital courses
 Computers and other digital tools have revolutionized the 
visual and performing arts.  This introductory course will explore 
the many ways that computer and digital design applications can 
be used to produce original works of art.  Using software and 
digital tools such as:  Adobe Creative Suite, drawing/pen tablets, 
and digital SLR cameras; students will explore drawing, painting, 
illustration, photography and text formatting.  Students will work 
on projects that will revolve around a context of various movements 
within both art and music.  The course is a preparatory course for 
the more advanced digital art courses and will provide a strong 
foundation for performance within those courses.

ART

Education
   • Teacher
Media Productions/Design & Photography
   • Animator   • Print Production
   • Design & Production  • Web Designer
   • Video Production  • Game Art & Design
   • Costume Designer  • Art Director
   • Director (Video/TV, Film Audio, Theater)
   • Set Designer   • Film Production Manager
   • Stage Manager  • Storyboard Artist
   • Commercial Photographer • Technical Animator
   • Fashion Photographer  • Media Director
   • Forensic Photographer  • Digital Film Maker
   • Industrial Photographer • Interior/Exterior Design
   • News Photographer  • Motion Graphics Animator
   • Photojournalist  • 3D Character Sculptor
   • Photo Technician  • 3D Lighting Director
   • Photo Editor   
   • Graphic & Interactive Communication

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Art offerings.
What can I do with a major in Art?

Art, Museums
   • Administrator, Curator, Publications, Sales
Art Sales
   • Auction House, Galleries, Department Stores
Retailing
   • Fashion Coordinator, Buyer, Display
Fashion, Textile and Interior Design
Visual Arts
   • Cartoonist  • Advertising Designer
   • Crafts person (weaver, glass blower, potter)
   • Fashion Designer • Art Director/Broadcast
   • Graphic Designer • Production Artist
   • Illustrator  • Art Therapist
   • Painter  • Exhibit Designer
   • Sculptor  • Puppet Designer
   • Textile Designer • Set Designer
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Digital Graphic Design I Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Students will work on projects that will result in brand de-
velopment and create logos, corporate identities, and advertise-
ment campaigns.  Students will learn to identify those visual and 
psychological elements that are presenting successful advertising.  
Students will create an awareness of spatial composition using 
the elements and principles of design, while connecting concept 
and meaning to visually cohesive designs using Adobe Illustrator 
and Photoshop.

Digital Graphic Design II Academic Level
1/2 credit  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Digital Graphic Design I Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
       Students will apply the principles of Digital Graphic Design 
I and be challenged with more advanced concepts on both techni-
cal and conceptual levels.  Work from this course could serve as 
the beginning of a student's portfolio preparation.  Students will 
work on projects that will result in:  music posters, book cover 
design, multi-page article layouts and more.  Students will study 
the psychology persuation through the analysis of contemporary 
influences such as social newtorking, modern artists, current 
advertising and how the elements and principles of design are 
applied to such venues.

Cartooning/Intro to Animation                      Academic Level 
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
 The art of cartooning and animation has delighted people of 
all ages for decades.  Cartooning and animation concepts and skills 
have significant applications in both traditional and contemporary 
electronic media.  The two art forms complement each other by 
embracing common concepts, techniques, media and technol-
ogy.  In this course students learn how to develop the characters, 
settings and story needed to create the elements for cartooning.  
After developing a set of characters and story, students will employ 
those skills and concepts in the creation of original comic strips, 
political cartoons, graphic novels and animations.  A significant 
portion of time will be devoted to preparing and animating student 
work using several different computer animation programs.

Photography I Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Foundations of  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Digital Media & Photography or Digital Graphic Design 1
 Students will explore the distinct form of art in image mak-
ing.  Through the new media of digital photography, students 
will learn to professionally operate a digital SLR camera, how to 
operate professional studio equipment, and create digital files in 
Adobe Photoshop.  The various units involve portraiture, fashion, 
commercial products, fine art and outdoor space.  The works of 
many influential artists will be examined and interpreted visually 
through photography.  Students will learn to communicate personal 
and social concepts through a new visual language and how to 
constructively discuss them through critique.
 

  

Photography II Academic Level
1/2 Credit  1 Semester
Prerequisite - Photography I Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This semester long course will explore photography on a 
deeper conceptual level.  Students will explore their interests and 
focus on theme and the idea of conveying a message.  Students 
will refine their voice and style as visual artists, and become more 
proficient in Adobe Photoshop and other digital software, as they 
explore more advanced technique and process.

Ceramics                                                           Academic Level 
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Students will explore clay as an expressive art material. A 
variety of hand building, pottery wheel, and glazing techniques 
will be introduced and utilized in creating pottery, and other 
decorative clay projects. 

Jewelry/Metal Design Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Students can experience the excitement of designing and 
shaping metal into items such as rings, bracelets, pendants, and 
earrings. Basic processes of construction and decoration in sheet 
metal and wire will be introduced. They include sawing, piercing, 
soldering, forming, forging, and polishing. 

Sculpture/3D Design Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This studio course explores the media, tools, techniques 
and artists of 3-dimensional design and sculptural expression.  
Students will use professional sculpture materials such as paper, 
soapstone, wood, clay, plaster, found objects and wire to design 
and create personal sculptural statements.  The skills and concepts 
necessary for the creation of sculptural forms will be studied 
through student investigation and research into design problems 
and the development original student ideas.  The study of three 
dimensional forms also leads to greater understanding of the built 
environment.  Work from this course could serve as the beginning 
of a student's portfolio preparation. 

Multi-Media Art  History Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Suggested Prerequisite: Successful completion of two or more of 
the following courses:  Cartooning/Intro to Animation, Creative 
Drawing, Drawing, Foundation of Digital Media & Photography, 
Digital Graphic Design, Painting, Photography, Sculpture, or 
teacher recommendation.
 Discover how works of art and artists were influenced by 
historical events and society.  From the Ancient Greeks to the 
20th Century, artists have had an impact on culture.  Students 
will gain an understanding of art history, through "hands-on" 
projects, on-line tours, field trips, readings and class discussion.  
Two-dimensional and 3-dimensional artwork will be created us-
ing varied art techniques in media such as paint, clay, paper, and 
wire.  The projects will correspond to the period and style being 
studied.
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Advanced Placement (AP Studio Art/2D Design) 
  AP/ECE Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite: Teacher Recommendation and Grade 12
Advanced Work in Concentration Area
 The Advanced Placement Studio Art course follows the Col-
lege Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) Studio Art curriculum. 
Students may select from one of the three concentrations.
• (0040) 2-D Design Portfolio:  digital imaging, graphic design, 

photography
• (0041) 3-D Design Portfolio: sculpture, architectural models, 

jewelry, metal work, ceramics
• (0042) Drawing Portfolio: drawing, painting, mixed  
 media, rendering realistic and abstract forms
Students will complete and submit a portfolio of their work, dem-
onstrating quality (excellence in original works), concentration 
(in-depth, thematic & personal commitment to a particular artistic 
concern) and breadth (variety of artistic experience). Successful 
students may earn college credit and/or advanced placement credit 
depending upon the individual college involved and the quality 
of their submitted AP Portfolio.

Portfolio Preparation Academic Level 
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Suggested Prerequisite: Successful completion Grade 11, 12
of two or more of the following courses:  
Cartooning/Intro to Animation, Creative Drawing, 
Drawing, Digital Media Foundation, Digital Graphic 
Design, Painting, Photography,  Sculpture, or teacher 
recommendation.
 Portfolio Preparation is a semester course for highly motivated 
juniors who are considering Advanced Placement (AP) Studio Art 
senior year or for seniors building an art portfolio for college.  This 
studio course will further develop skills and understanding of a 
variety of 2-dimensional or 3-dimensional media and techniques 
reinforcing the art elements and principals of design.  Students 
will complete six to ten quality pieces of original work which 
follows the College Board's Curriculum for 2-Design, 3-Design 
or Drawing portfolios.

Digital Animation/Film I Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 10, 11, 12
Suggested Prerequisite: Successful completion of two or more of 
the following courses:  Cartooning/Intro to Animation, Creative 
Drawing, Drawing, Foundation of Digital Media & Photography, 
Digital Graphic Design, Painting, Photography, Sculpture, or 
teacher recommendation.
 Students will learn about digital animation and digital movie 
production software and hardware through the completion of 
multiple digital animation and movie projects.  Students will 
learn about film industry careers while they develop and ap-
ply creative thinking, digital media literacy, and movie making 
skills through the participation of a mock production company 
and digital movie productions.  Students will develop and apply 
transferable "soft skills" such as collaboration, communication, 
leadership, creativity, and project management skills while acting 
as a member of a production team.  In the first semester, students 
work as individuals to complete units that explore and encourage 
the development of skills in digital animation and movie making.  
This comprehensive instructional strategy mirrors digital media 
and film industry project work and results in the development of 
valuable film industry production and management career skills. 

Digital Animation/Film II Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 10, 11, 12
Suggested Prerequisite: Successful completion of two or more of 
the following courses:  Cartooning/Intro to Animation, Creative 
Drawing, Drawing, Foundation of Digital Media & Photography, 
Digital Graphic Design, Painting, Photography, Sculpture, or 
teacher recommendation.
 Students will learn about digital animation and digital movie 
production software and hardware through the completion of 
multiple digital animation and movie projects.  Students will learn 
about film industry careers while they develop and apply creative 
thinking, digital media literacy, and movie making skills through 
the participation of a mock production company and digital movie 
productions.  Students will develop and apply transferable "soft 
skills" such as collaboration, communication, leadership, creativ-
ity, and project management skills while acting as a member of a 
production team.  In the second semester, students select specific 
areas of interest and form a production company to simulate a real 
world environment.  After the formation of the company, students 
will select further three units (from a choice of five) and produce 
content to submit to the Connecticut Student Film Festival. 
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A college and career-ready person effectively navigates pathways that connect education and employment to achieve a fulfilling, 
financially-secure and successful career. To be college and career ready in our ever-changing global economy requires adaptability and 
a commitment to lifelong learning, along with mastery of key knowledge, skills and dispositions that vary from one career to another 
and change over time as a person progresses along a developmental continuum.

Academic and Technical
Knowledge and Skills

A college and career-ready person is proficient in the core academic subjects, as well as in technical topics. This foundational knowl-
edge base includes competence in a broad range of academic subjects grounded in rigorous nationally benchmarked state standards—
such as the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics. It also includes a level of technical-skill 
proficiencies aligned to a chosen career field and pathway, along with the ability to apply both academic and technical learning in the 
context of a career.

Employability Knowledge,
Skills and Dispositions

A college and career-ready person has a good understanding of their interests, talents and weaknesses along with a solid grasp of the 
skills and dispositions necessary for engaging in today’s fast-paced, global economy.

These include, but are not limited to: 

• Goal setting and planning; 

• Managing transitions from school to work, and from one occupation along a career pathway to another; 

• Clear and effective communication skills; 

• Critical thinking and problem solving; 

• Working productively in teams and independently; 

• Effective use of technology; and 

• Ethical decision-making and social responsibility.

Newington High School Academy Programs
College and Career Readiness for the 21st Century
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Newington High School Academy Programs
College and Career Readiness for the 21st Century

An academy is a reform model where students have an opportunity to deeply engage in an area of study that prepares them for post-
secondary academic and career success. Courses are open to all students. For the 2014-15 School Year, only freshmen are required to 
take prerequisite courses.

Academies for 2014-15 include: 

• Culinary and Hospitality Academy 

• Information Technology and Digital Innovation Academy 

• Finance and Business Academy

Each academy will have a structured and sequenced work-based learning program that is intended to allow students to examine future 
career options. Additionally, an advisory board comprised of professionals in the career area will be established to keep the education-
al level in step with advancing technologies and trends within the career themes. 

Culinary and Hospitality 
Academy 

•Principles of Hospitality and Tourism 

•Service and the Art of Hospitality* 

•Sports, Entertaining and Event Planning* 

•Foundations of Culinary Arts 

•Advanced Restaurant Management and    
 Culinary Arts 

•Foundations of Baking and Pastry 

•Advanced Baking and Pastry 

•Cultures and Cuisines* 

•Vegetarian Delights*

•Principles of IT* 

•Computer Systems* 

•Database Design* 

•Computer Networking* 

•Intro to Computer Science 

•AP Computer Science 

•Game Development I* 

•Game Development II* 

•Web Development 

•Mobile App Development* 

•Digital Graphic Design I 
 
•Digital Graphic Design II 

•Cartooning/Intro to Animation 

•Digital Animation/Film I 

•Digital Animation/Film II

•Intro to Business 

•Microsoft Office MOS Certification* 
 
•Business in a Global Economy 

•Ethics in Business 

•Entrepreneurship 

•Principles of Finance* 

•Financial Planning* 

•Financial Services* 

•Principles of Accounting 

•Managerial Accounting 

•Sport and Entertainment Marketing*

Information Technology and 
Digital Innovation Academy 

Finance and Business 
Academy

For students who are interested in taking courses in Family and Child Development, the department also offers: 

• Early Child Development and the NHS Preschool College Career Dual Credit 

• Infant and Toddler Development and the NHS Infant/Toddler Center College Career Dual Credit   

• Occupational Child Care and Cooperative Work Study College Career Dual Credit 

• Family Life

*Pending Board Approval
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Principles of Hospitality & Tourism Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This introductory course provides an overview of the current 
hospitality and tourism industry. Students learn about the history of 
the industry and explore traveler motivation and consumer needs, 
the industry’s economic and environmental impacts, domestic and 
international travel, and sales in tourism. Finally, students explore 
careers in the hospitality and tourism industry.

Service and the Art of Hospitality Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Principles of Hospitality  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
& Tourism
 This course introduces students to the concept of service as a 
critical component of a hospitality or tourism business. Students 
analyze both good and poor customer service in a variety of contexts 
and through various methods. Students explore communication 
skills and strategies, and use a problem-solving perspective to 
understand barriers to communication and good service. They 
also learn various means of measuring the quality of service and 
explore careers that focus on customer service.
*Pending Board Approval

Sports, Entertainment and Event Planning Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course introduces students to the skills and knowledge 
required in the event planning profession. Students learn about 
event planning in sports and then examine the unique requirements 
of event planning in entertainment and the performing arts. Stu-
dents gain valuable experience in project management that can be 
applied to any career path. Careers in the field of event planning 
will also be explored.
*Pending Board Approval

Foundations of Culinary Arts Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course introduces the fundamental concepts, skills and 
techniques in basic cookery, and moist, dry and combination 
heat. Emphasis is placed on recipe conversion, measurements, 
terminology, classical knife cuts, safe food/equipment handling, 
flavorings/seasonings, stocks/sauces/soups, and related topics. 
Upon completion, students should be able to exhibit the basic 
cooking skills used in the food service industry. Careers in the 
culinary arts will also be explored.

Foundations of Baking and Pastry Academic Level
1/2 Credit                 1 Semester
      Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course covers basic ingredients, techniques, weights and 
measures, baking terminology and formula calculations. Topics 
include yeast/chemically leavened products, laminated dough, 
pastry dough batter, pies/tarts, meringue, custard, cakes and cook-
ies, icings, glazes and basic sauces. Upon completion, students 
should be able to demonstrate proper scaling and measurement 
techniques, and prepare and evaluate a variety of bakery products. 
Careers in the culinary arts will also be explored.

CULINARY & HOSPITALITY ACADEMY
The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Culinary and Hospitality.
Careers that can be followed with a major in Culinary and Hospitality:

Baker/Pastry Chef
Executive Chef 
Food Preparation Worker
Line Cook
Maitre de
Banquet Services/Caterer
Restaurant Owner

Restaurant Manger 
Hotel Manager
Dietician
Food Services Manager
Meeting, Convention and Event Planner
Tour Guide 
Recreation Worker
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Advanced Restaurant Management and Culinary Arts
  Academic Level
1.25 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Foundations of  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Culinary Arts
 This course is designed to further students' knowledge of 
concepts, skills, and techniques involved in the culinary arts. 
Emphasis is placed on meat identification/fabrication, butchery 
and cooking techniques/methods; appropriate vegetable/starch ac-
companiments; compound sauces; plate presentation; and quantity 
food preparation. 
 This course is recommended for students interested in careers 
in hospitality management. Students operate a restaurant, rotating 
through the various jobs in restaurant management and operation. 
After school hours may be necessary to complete course require-
ments. Students earning a C or higher are eligible to receive 3 
college credits through the College Career Pathways Program. 
 
Advanced Baking and Pastry Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Foundations of  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Baking & Pastry
 This course is designed to further students' knowledge in in-
gredients, weights and measures, baking terminology and formula 
calculation. Topics include classical desserts, frozen desserts, 
cake and torte production, decorating and icings/glazes, dessert 
plating and presentation. Upon completion, students should be 
able to demonstrate pastry preparation, plating, and dessert buffet 
production skills.  

Vegetarian Delights  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course will teach students how to create delicious and 
healthy vegetarian meals, even if they are devout meat-eaters! 
Whether you are a vegetarian or just want to incorporate more 
vegetables into your life, this class will teach students how to create 
easy and delicious recipes with our own homegrown vegetables. 
Careers in the culinary arts will also be explored.
*Pending Board Approval

Cultures and Cuisines  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course will look at various cultural groups through their 
food and traditions for a better understanding and appreciation of 
our world. Different cultures will be investigated each semester 
as dictated by student interests. Dishes from each culture will be 
prepared by the students. Students are expected to try a variety 
of foods. Careers in the culinary arts will also be explored.
*Pending Board Approval
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IT & DIGITAL INNOVATION ACADEMY

Principles of Information Technology  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This introductory course provides an overview of informa-
tion technology and introduces students to the basics of hardware 
and software. Students examine hardware components including 
peripherals, connectors, and memory. Students explore common 
operating systems, software applications, and programming 
languages. Students learn about types of networks and network 
topology, and set up an email client/server connection. Students 
also consider contemporary issues such as security, privacy, and 
technological inequality. Finally, students explore career oppor-
tunities in IT.
*Pending Board Approval

Computer Systems  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Principles of IT Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 The course provides a hands-on introduction to computer 
systems, including aspects of servicing, upgrading, and maintaining 
hardware and software. Computer Systems walks students through 
setting up hardware, installing software, connecting to a network, 
and connecting to the Internet. It guides students through servicing, 
upgrading, and maintaining processing components, memory and 
storage components, input components, and output components. 
It also addresses protecting, maintaining, and upgrading software 
and provides troubleshooting techniques. Finally, students get a 
chance to discover what types of careers exist in systems work 
today.
*Pending Board Approval

Database Design  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course covers all aspects of the database life cycle, from 
collecting user requirements to delivering a database application. 
Students get hands-on practice in a true-to-life database project 
as they move from a statement of requirements to a conceptual 
model, then to an entity-relationship model. They translate this 
into a relational database. Finally, they create, test, and document 
the associated database application. Students also examine career 
opportunities as database professionals.
*Pending Board Approval

Computer Networking  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Computer Systems Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Computer Networking is a hands-on introduction to peer-to-
peer, client/server, and cloud computing networks. The course 
guides students through all phases of implementing and trouble-
shooting common TCP/IP Ethernet networks. It covers network 
components, cables, and connectors, as well as the OSI model, 
protocols, and topologies. Students implement and troubleshoot 
a LAN and learn about access issues for WANs. Students also 
get hands-on experience with cloud computing. Finally, students 
explore opportunities for network-related careers.
*Pending Board Approval

Introduction to Computer Science Academic Level
This course is offered through the Mathematics Department
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite:  Geometry-Honors, Geometry-Academic;                
C or better Algebra II-Academic
 Introduction to Computer Science will develop your problem-
solving skills by having you analyze problems from different 
perspectives, design algorithms to solve problems, then design 
and write programs in Scratch, Jeroo, and Java to implement 
computer-based solutions.  Instruction will begin with Scratch and 
then Jeroo,  two GUI-based application development environments, 
to quickly and intuitively introduce you to fundamental program-
ming constructs and object-oriented concepts.  The remainder of 
the year will be spent programming in Java.  An important focus 
of the Java component of the course will be on developing es-
sential object-oriented programming vocabulary and the technical 
aspects of programming in this language.  Warm up activities, 
class work, homework, and project assignments will achieve a 
balance between practice and practical application of both current 
and new concepts and skills.  There will be continuity throughout 
the course among the following topics:  algorithm development; 
data types, variables, and constants; mathematical, relational, and 
boolean operations and expressions; sequential, conditional, and 
iterative statements; input and output methods; and robust design, 
documentation, and structured programming practices.

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in IT and Digital Innovation.
Careers that can be followed with a major in IT and Digital Innovation:

Computer Programmers
Computer Systems Analysts
Computer Hardware Technician
Computer and Information Systems Manager
Database Administrators
Data Warehousing Specialist
Computer Network Support Specialist

Computer Network Architect
Computer User Support Specialist
Software Developers, Applications
Software Developers, Systems Software
Software Publisher
Information Security Analyst
Graphic Designer

Web Developer
Web Administrator
Video Game Designer
Digital Film maker
Motion Graphics Animator
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AP Computer Science A  AP Level
This course is offered through the Mathematics Department
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite: 3.33 QPA in Geometry Honors            
or Algebra II Honors or Introduction to Computer Science
 This course emphasizes object oriented methodology with an 
emphasis on problem solving and algorithm development and is 
meant to be the equivalent of a first semester course in computer 
science.  The course will cover the writing of logically structured, 
well documented programs in the Java programming language.  It 
also includes an introductory study of data structures and abstrac-
tion.

Web Development Academic Level
½ Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Digital Graphic Design I Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Web Design is an accelerated course utilizing the Adobe 
Creative Suite CS5 for creating Web content, primarily Adobe 
Dreamweaver and Adobe Flash.  Students will practice the design 
of visual interfaces at a range of interactive levels, culminating in a 
portfolio project.  Students will demonstrate project management of 
small groups, presentation and documentation skills, user-centered 
design methodology, and usability assessment.   Students will also 
examine careers in IT.

Mobile App Development Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
      Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 The course will use mobile computing devices such as smart 
phones and tablets.  Students will learn to use App Inventor for 
Android, a new visual programming language, to design and 
program mobile applications that benefit their school, home or 
neighborhood. Students will also examine careers in IT.
*Pending Board Approval

Game Development I Academic Level
1/2 Credit                    1 Semester
      Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This introductory course will develop students’ technical 
skills such as programming, graphic design and animation, testing/
debugging and other skills that are needed for game development 
and other industries. Students in the course will also learn how to 
form and work in project development teams and how to develop, 
program and market an original game. Students will also examine 
careers in IT.
*Pending Board Approval

Game Development II Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Game Development I  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This advanced course will expose students to a wider range 
of concepts and technical skills. Focus will be on programming 
skills related to software development and computer programming 
with C# and game design and development skills with XNA Game 
Studio. Students will also examine careers in IT.
*Pending Board Approval

Digital Graphic Design I Academic Level
This course is offered through the Art Department
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Students will work on projects that will result in brand de-
velopment and create logos, corporate identities, and advertise-
ment campaigns.  Students will learn to identify those visual and 
psychological elements that are presenting successful advertising.  
Students will create an awareness of spatial composition using 
the elements and principles of design, while connecting concept 
and meaning to visually cohesive designs using Adobe Illustrator 
and Photoshop.

Digital Graphic Design II Academic Level
This course is offered through the Art Department
1/2 credit  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Digital Graphic Design I Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
       Students will apply the principles of Digital Graphic Design 
I and be challenged with more advanced concepts on both techni-
cal and conceptual levels.  Work from this course could serve as 
the beginning of a student's portfolio preparation.  Students will 
work on projects that will result in:  music posters, book cover 
design, multi-page article layouts and more.  Students will study 
the psychology persuation through the analysis of contemporary 
influences such as social newtorking, modern artists, current 
advertising and how the elements and principles of design are 
applied to such venues.

Cartooning/Intro to Animation                      Academic Level 
This course is offered through the Art Department
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 The art of cartooning and animation has delighted people of 
all ages for decades.  Cartooning and animation concepts and skills 
have significant applications in both traditional and contemporary 
electronic media.  The two art forms complement each other by 
embracing common concepts, techniques, media and technol-
ogy.  In this course students learn how to develop the characters, 
settings and story needed to create the elements for cartooning.  
After developing a set of characters and story, students will employ 
those skills and concepts in the creation of original comic strips, 
political cartoons, graphic novels and animations.  A significant 
portion of time will be devoted to preparing and animating student 
work using several different computer animation programs.
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Digital Animation/Film I Academic Level
This course is offered through the Art Department
1/2 Credit   1 Semester
  Grades 10, 11, 12
Suggested Prerequisite: Successful completion of two or more of 
the following courses:  Cartooning/Intro to Animation, Creative 
Drawing, Drawing, Foundation of Digital Media & Photography, 
Digital Graphic Design, Painting, Photography, Sculpture, or 
teacher recommendation.
 Students will learn about digital animation and digital movie 
production software and hardware through the completion of 
multiple digital animation and movie projects.  Students will learn 
about film industry careers while they develop and apply creative 
thinking, digital media literacy, and movie making skills through 
the participation of a mock production company and digital movie 
productions.  Students will develop and apply transferable "soft 
skills" such as collaboration, communication, leadership, creativ-
ity, and project management skills while acting as a member of a 
production team.  In the first semester, students work as individuals 
to complete units that explore and encourage the development of 
skills in digital animation and movie making.  This comprehensive 
instructional strategy mirrors digital media and film industry proj-
ect work and results in the development of valuable film industry 
production and management career skills. 

Digital Animation/Film II Academic Level
This course is offered through the Art Department
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
  Grades 10, 11, 12
Suggested Prerequisite: Successful completion of two or more of 
the following courses:  Cartooning/Intro to Animation, Creative 
Drawing, Drawing, Foundation of Digital Media & Photography, 
Digital Graphic Design, Painting, Photography, Sculpture, or 
teacher recommendation.
 Students will learn about digital animation and digital movie 
production software and hardware through the completion of 
multiple digital animation and movie projects.  Students will learn 
about film industry careers while they develop and apply creative 
thinking, digital media literacy, and movie making skills through 
the participation of a mock production company and digital movie 
productions.  Students will develop and apply transferable "soft 
skills" such as collaboration, communication, leadership, creativ-
ity, and project management skills while acting as a member of a 
production team.  In the second semester, students select specific 
areas of interest and form a production company to simulate a real 
world environment.  After the formation of the company, students 
will select further three units (from a choice of five) and produce 
content to submit to the Connecticut Student Film Festival. 
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FINANCE & BUSINESS MANAGEMENT ACADEMY

Intro to Business       Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
     Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course provides students with an introduction to the 
key concepts of economics as it pertains to business—supply, 
demand, profit, costs, and markets—and differentiates microeco-
nomics from macroeconomics. The United States economy and 
factors that influence the success of businesses and products will 
be discussed. Students will also examine careers in business and 
finance.

Microsoft Office MOS Certification       Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
     Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 In today's competitive business environment, professional 
computer skills are in high demand. In this course, students will 
learn practical, "real world" skills from word processing and 
spreadsheets to slideshow presentations, and more using Word, 
Excel, and PowerPoint. The purpose of this course is to prepare 
students to pass the Microsoft Office Specialist exams for Microsoft 
Office 2010. While not required, passing these exams opens doors 
for students to land both internships and jobs in a wide range of 
industry and business sectors. 
*Pending Board Approval

Business in a Global Economy        Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Intro to Business  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course provides students with an understanding of how 
and why businesses choose to expand their operations into other 
countries. Students will understand the unique challenges facing 
firms doing business internationally, and the potential opportunities 
available to those businesses. They will also be exposed to how 
businesses operate, grow, and thrive in our ever-changing world. 
Students will also explore careers in business and finance.

Ethics in Business          Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Intro to Business  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course introduces the importance of ethics in business. 
Students focus on the significance of ethics to stakeholders; ex-
amine who bears responsibility for monitoring ethics; and explore 
ethical situations common in organizations. Students examine how 
ethics affects various business disciplines and consider the impact 
of organizational culture. Students also explore ethics as social 
responsibility, the evolution of ethics in international business, 
and how the free market and ethics can coexist. They will also 
explore careers in business and finance.

Entrepreneurship       Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
     Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course introduces students to the critical role entrepreneurs 
play in the national and global economy. Students learn the skills, 
attitudes, characteristics, and techniques necessary to become suc-
cessful entrepreneurs. They explore starting a business and learn 
about the operational issues and financial risks that new businesses 
face. This course will also include conducting e-business activities, 
including e-commerce and e-business models. Students will also 
identify the risks, returns, and other aspects of entrepreneurship 
as a potential career.

Principles of Finance        Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
     Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This preliminary course introduces students to the financial 
world. Students study income and wealth; examine financial 
institutions; learn how businesses raise capital; and study key 
investment-related terms and concepts. Students also research how 
innovations have impacted the financial services field. Finally, 
students will explore careers that exist in finance today.
*Pending Board Approval

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Finance and Business Management.
Careers that can be followed with a major in Finance and Business Management are:

Public Relations Specialist
Purchasing Manager
Receptionist and Information Clerk
Sales Manager
Secretaries and Administrative Assistant
Statisticians
Training and Development Specialists
Actuaries
Accountant
Auditor
Bill and Account Collector
Budget Analysis
Brokerage Clerk
Financial Analyst
Financial Manager

Insurance Sales Agent
Insurance Underwriter
Loan Officer
Personal Financial Advisor
Financial Service Sales Agent
Small Business Owner
Entrepreneurship
Human Resources Manager
International Business Owner
Productivity Manager
Real Estate Agent
Sales Manager
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Financial Planning        Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Principles of Finance  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course provides students with an overview of the job of 
a financial planner. Students will learn about the importance of 
financial planning in helping people reach life goals, how to set 
personal financial goals and a budget, the ethical code of certified 
financial planners, time-and-money relationships, and tax reduc-
tion strategies. The course includes lessons on saving, borrowing, 
credit, insurance, and investments, including income and growth 
investments. The course also discusses retirement and estate plan-
ning. Students will explore careers in business and finance.
*Pending Board Approval

Financial Services       Academic Level
½ Credit                  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Principles of Finance Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course provides students with an overview of banks and 
other financial services companies. The course begins by introduc-
ing students to the origins of money and banking, and then examines 
the early history of banking in the United States. Students move 
into an in-depth study of the financial services industry and explore 
the types of companies that make up this industry.  This course 
also introduces students to the main concepts behind investing, 
and discriminates among different ways to invest money. Students 
examine contemporary issues including the level of personal sav-
ing in the United States, ethics in the financial services industry, 
and the industry’s effect on communities and families. Students 
will also explore careers in business and finance.
*Pending Board Approval

Principles of Accounting       Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
                 Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course introduces the fundamentals of management ac-
counting, including manufacturing and cost accounting, budgeting, 
accounting for managerial decision making, and financial statement 
analysis. Students learn how to use accounting information for 
internal decision making and for planning and control. Because 
accounting knowledge is beneficial to business professionals in 
every discipline, this course provides them with the financial acu-
men necessary to make informed personal and business decisions. 
They will also explore careers in business and finance.

Managerial Accounting           Academic Level
1/2 Credit                   1 Semester
Prerequisite: Principles of Accounting Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 The Managerial Accounting course introduces the funda-
mentals of management accounting, including manufacturing and 
cost accounting, budgeting, accounting for managerial decision 
making, and financial statement analysis. Students learn how to 
use accounting information for internal decision making and for 
planning and control. They will also explore careers in business 
and finance.

Sport and Entertainment Marketing       Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
     Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 Sports and entertainment industries will be used to introduce 
students to the foundations and functions of marketing. Topics will 
include: branding, selling, financing and distributing products.  
Real-world projects will be used.  They will also explore careers 
in marketing and business.
*Pending Board Approval
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FAMILY & CHILD DEVELOPMENT

Early Child Development and the 
Newington High School Preschool
College Career Dual Credit      Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Prior approval of instructor Grades: 10, 11, 12
 This course deals with the practical aspects of child rearing. 
Students are provided with the opportunity to work with preschool 
children at the Preschool at Newington High School. They will 
be able to plan and implement age-appropriate activities for the 
preschoolers. This course offers an overview of the physical, social, 
emotional, and intellectual development of the child from three 
to six years old. It also offers an understanding of the careers in 
the field of child development.
 This course is part of a two-course College Career Pathway 
Program that allows students to earn three college credits through 
Capital Community Technical College. 

Infant and Toddler Development and the 
NHS Infant/Toddler Center
College Career Dual Credit           Academic Level
1/2 Credit                  1 Semester
Prerequisite: Prior approval of instructor     Grades 10, 11, 12
 This course explores the practical aspects of raising a child 
from 18-36 months old.  Students work with infants and toddlers in 
the NHS Infant/Toddler Center.  They learn to plan and implement 
age-appropriate activities, interact with parents, observe, collect 
data, and analyze infant and toddler development and behaviors.  
It also examines the social, emotional, physical, and intellectual 
development of infants and toddlers as well as career opportunities 
in child development areas.

This course is part of a two-course College Career Pathway program 
that allows students to earn three college credits through Capital 
Community Technical College. 

Occupational Child Care and Cooperative Work Study
College Career Dual Credit     Academic Level
1.25 Credit                  1 Semester
               Grades 11, 12
 This course will provide students with an opportunity to 
work and interact with kindergarten-age children. Students will 
gain practical knowledge in childcare and the teaching of young 
children. Students will intern at one of the four elementary schools 
within the district for cooperative work study credit and authentic 
application of skills and knowledge.

This course is part of a two-course College Career Pathway program 
that allows students to earn three college credits through Capital 
Community Technical College. 

Family Life          Academic Level
1/2 Credit                    1 Semester
     Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course concentrates on those factors relating to parent-
hood; the birth of the child and the understanding of child devel-
opment. Topics include:  relationships, factors to consider before 
having children, genetics, human reproduction, family planning, 
costs associated with children, prenatal care, postnatal care, and 
development of the child from birth to age one.

Students interested in two new courses, Global Health and 
Health and Medical Professions, should see p.55 for course 
description.

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Family and Child Development offerings
Careers that can be followed with a major in Family Sciences are:

Child, Family and School Social Worker
Childcare Worker
Early Childhood Educator
Parent Educator
Teacher’s Aide
Clinical, Counseling and School Psychologist
Marriage and Family Therapist
Speech/Language Pathologist
Personal Care Aide
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Humanities
English * Social Studies * World Languages

Courses in English Year        Semester
Honors English 9       American Studies
Academic English 9      American Voices
         British Literature
         Communications and Mass Media* 
         Creative Writing
Honors English 10      Discovery of Self in Literature*
Academic English 10      Drama*
         The Feminine Perspective in Literature
         Journalism
         Literature to Film*
AP/ECE English Language & Composition    Mark Twain's America*
Honors English 11      Media Literacy*
Academic English 11      Nobel Prize Authors
         Poetry
         Public Speaking
AP/UCONN English Literature & Composition   Shakespeare
         The Teen Eye:  Perspectives of the Young and the Restless*
         

Courses in Social Studies
Honors Modern World History     American Government / Citizenship   
Academic Modern World History     American Studies
         Comparative Religions*      
AP United States History      Constitutional Law*
Honors United States History     Current Issues     
Academic United States History     Economics*
         Faith and Culture* 
AP Psychology        The History of Your Life*
         Political Science*  
AP/UConn Western Traditions     Psychology      
         Sociology  
         War and the Human Condition*

*Course offering dependent on Board of Education approval of curriculum changes

Interdisciplinary Courses
American Studies

Supplemental Courses
ESOL American Government and Citizenship    
Beginning ESOL       
Intermediate ESOL      
Advanced ESOL Courses in World Languages
French I     Spanish I   Italian I   Latin I
French II     Spanish II   Italian II   Latin II
French III     Spanish III   Italian III Academic Latin III/IV - Prose
French IV     Spanish IV   Italian III Honors  Latin III/IV - Poetry
French V - Advanced Placement  Spanish V - Advanced Placement Italian IV
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 At the heart of the English program at Newington High 
School is the belief that appropriate and effective use of language 
is critical to living in today’s world.  English is the language in 
which most activity is conducted, not only in high school but in 
our society; therefore, English instruction is core to the secondary 
school curriculum.  Developing skill in reading, writing, speak-
ing and listening, and critical thinking helps prepare students for 
success in school and for life beyond high school.
     The sequence of courses in English throughout the four years 
of high school develops the student’s ability to:

	 use reading strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate 
and appreciate written material;

	 use language arts skills to derive meaning from written 
texts and such audio-visual materials as music, film, 
television and art;

	 read and respond to a variety of texts, demonstrating an 
understanding of the text and its philosophical, literary 
and historical context;

	 read for a variety of purposes: to understand the text, self 
and cultures; to acquire information; and for enjoyment;

	 understand and appreciate the literature of various cul-
tures (our own and that of other countries) through noted 
authors in a variety of literary periods and genres;

	 adjust the conventions, structures and vocabulary of 
written and spoken English to communicate ideas clearly;

	 write, using the writing process and other strategies ap-
propriately, to communicate with different audiences for 
a variety of purposes;

	 create, critique and discuss literature and media;
	 use information literacy skills to gather, evaluate and 

synthesize information from a variety of technological 
and information sources to create and communicate 
knowledge;

	 recognize and respect the diversity of cultures depicted 
in the world’s languages and literature; and

 use reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing 
for lifelong learning, enjoyment, exchange of ideas, and 
career pursuits.

Course Sequence and Requirements
 The Newington High School English Department offers a 
four-year sequence of courses to meet the needs of all students in 
the area of language arts. The program consists of a combination 
of full-year and semester-length courses to provide students at all 
levels of academic proficiency with a challenging and stimulat-
ing curriculum designed to develop skills in English, foster an 
appreciation of reading and literature, and satisfy the graduation 
requirement of four credits in English.
 All students will be enrolled in full year courses during the 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades, followed by two semester-
long electives in the senior year. Students are required to take 
English 9, 10 and 11 in sequence; successful completion of 
the previous year’s course is required prior to enrollment in 
the subsequent course.  If a student merits graduation with 
his/her class, students who have shown improvement may be 
given permission to enroll in 11th grade English and senior 
elective English courses at the same time in the senior year. 
Seniors must either enroll in the year-long AP English Literature 
and Composition course OR select two semester courses, one of 
which must be a literature-based course, in order to earn the four 
credits required for graduation.
 Juniors and seniors may elect to enroll in additional semester 
courses of interest to them on a space-available basis to earn 
additional credits in English.

Advertising
Creative Writer
Account Services
Media
Research
Technical Writing
Writing and Editing
Banking
Credit Lending
Systems
Operations
Trusts
Radio and Television
News
Programming/Production
Sales and Advertising

Book, Magazine, and Newspaper Publishing
Editorial
Production
Sales/Marketing, Public Relations
Production
Circulation
Publicity
Textbooks
Editing
Reporting
Education
Teaching
Law
Corporate and/or Government Practice
Paralegal Profession
Information Gathering-Processing
Management

ENGLISH
The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated into all English offerings.
What can I do with a major in English?
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES: 

AP English Language  AP/ECE Level
1 Credit Year
Prerequisite courses: 3.33 QPA in  Grade 11
Honors English 10
 AP English Language is a seminar in the study of rhetori-
cal analysis of a variety of nonfiction texts.  Composition is an 
integral aspect of the course and includes expository, analytical, 
and argumentative writing assignments based on these nonfiction 
readings. This work prepares students for the rhetorical analysis, 
argumentative, and synthesis writing that they will encounter on 
the AP Eng-lish Language and Composition exam.  In addition, 
there is a literary component in which students are exposed to 
classics of British literature, such as Macbeth, Lord of the Flies, 
Frankenstein, and Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.  Information and 
practice in SAT test-taking methods and extensive vocabulary 
development are also major components of the course.

AP/UConn English Literature & Composition  
  AP/ECE Level
1 Credit               Year 
Prerequisite: 3.33 QPA in AP English Language  Grade 12
or Honors English 11
 In this course students will read, analyze, discuss, and write 
about dense, challenging literature from a variety of eras and 
genres. Emphasis will be on close analytical reading of all forms 
of literature, and on the steps necessary for the completion of a 
number of thesis-driven essays. Students can expect a number of 
critical/analytical papers, some of which will involve advanced 
research. Literature will be organized thematically according to 
the philosophical concepts of fate and free will, moral ambiguity, 
and the rela-tionship between the self and society, in addition to a 
unit exploring comic and satiric challenges to convention. To that 
end, students will study some of the preeminent authors of the 
Western tradition, including Shakespeare, Dostoevsky, Flaubert, 
Ibsen, Joyce, and Camus.  Finally, students will explore multiple 
schools of literary criticism and employ a variety of critical ap-
proaches in their anal-yses of some of the classic works of Western 
literature. 

GRADE 9 COURSES 
 Upon the recommendation of their 8th grade teachers and 
school counselors, all 9th grade students will be enrolled in an 
appropriate level of English 9, offered at the Honors and Academic 
levels.
 English instruction in grade 9 for all students focuses on the 
study of literature and informational text organized into thematic 
units, narrative and poetic elements, vocabulary acquisition and 
practice, basic writing instruction, and speaking and listening 
skills.  These foundation skills will prepare students for more 
in-depth study in subsequent years.  Students will study short 
stories, novels, drama, poetry, and informational texts and their 
component elements.  Vocabulary instruction includes basic word 
lists, word parts and forms, and integrated vocabulary from the 
literature studied.  Writing instruction focuses on a basic review of 
grammar principles, mechanics and the writing process as students 
generate compositions of varying lengths. The writing program 
for both levels focuses on the process of writing as function of 
purpose, genre and audience.  Information literacy skills are devel-

oped in conjunction with the library/media specialists, providing 
instruction in use of multiple resources, including print resources, 
the Internet and databases, culminating in researched projects, 
an integral component of each unit of study.  Initial practice and 
instruction in effective public speaking begins the development of 
skill in this area to help students meet the graduation requirement 
in Speaking and Listening. Course materials used to enhance skill 
development are selected in each level based on reading difficulty, 
student and teacher interests, and literary merit.  

Honors English 9 Honors Level 
1 Credit Year
Prerequisite: Recommendation of  Grade 9
8th grade teachers
 Emphasis in Honors English 9 is placed on comprehension 
and appreciation of literature, analysis of literary elements and 
author’s craft, the improvement of oral and written expression, 
and the development of effective reading, vocabulary and study 
skills for independent work.  Extensive reading and discussion 
of literature focuses on moving students beyond basic compre-
hension to a greater awareness of the choices authors make in 
creating a literary work, using conventional elements of the short 
story, drama, the novel, informational text, and Shakespearean 
plays. Students learn to use a critical approach to literature at an 
introductory level.  

Academic English 9 Academic Level  
1 Credit Year
Prerequisite: Recommendation of  Grade 9
8th grade teachers
 Students in Academic English 9 are provided with a compre-
hensive review of grammar skills, a strong vocabulary component, 
and exposure to various literary works organized by themes.  The 
writing program in the Academic level stresses essay development, 
organization of details, revision, and application of grammar skills 
as students develop essay writing skills in a variety of modes, with 
a focus on argumentative and analytic essays.  Students develop 
reading strategies to handle more complex texts and progress to 
developing literary analysis skills to comprehend and appreciate 
literature. Information literacy skills are introduced and developed 
through carefully structured library research activities, producing 
written reports and oral presentations, often incorporating technol-
ogy.

GRADE 10 COURSES 
All students will be placed into the appropriate level of 

English in grade 10 based on the recommendation of their 9th 
grade English teachers. English is offered on two levels in grade 
10:  Honors, and Academic. 

 English instruction in grade 10 for all students is a com-
prehensive approach to language skills.  Reading of American 
literature of various genres develops comprehension and literary 
analysis skills, while fostering an understanding of the develop-
ment of American literature as it parallels and reflects the historical 
periods in the American past and present. In all levels, students 
are provided with extensive review, instruction and practice in 
vocabulary skills, including word parts and working with words 
in context.  Instruction and practice in the finer points of the me-
chanics and usage in the English language is provided to enhance 
the extensive writing pro-gram.  Writing focuses on refinement 
of the essay and initial literary critical writing.  Students practice 
information literacy skills, evaluating potential resources and 33



synthesizing information into a formal research paper and basic 
literary-critical papers.    Class presentations, class discussion and 
group projects develop effective speaking and listening skills.  Initial 
assessment of formal speech-es gives students an understanding 
of their own skills in order to meet the graduation requirement in 
Speaking and Listening.

Honors English 10 Honors Level
1 Credit Year
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in English 9  Grade 10
 Students in Honors English read selected works by American 
authors as they reflect the chronological periods of American liter-
ary development, focusing on reading comprehension and study 
of the genres and styles of the literature as it reflects the histori-
cal and philosophical events of each time period.  Increasingly 
complex literary terminology is introduced and discussed, such 
as style, tone, diction, allusion and parody. The course includes 
a challenging writing component grounded in the process of 
research in literary and informational text, emphasizing analytic 
and argumentative writing.

Academic English 10 Academic Level
1 Credit               Year
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in English 9   Grade 10

Literature study at the academic level emphasizes using read-
ing comprehension strategies while studying American literature.  
Students are encouraged, through structured activities, to examine, 
discuss and write about the relevance of selected literary works 
by classic American authors to contemporary American society.  
Emphasis is placed on the development of American literature 
through specific literary periods with identifiable styles, ideas and 
conventions reflected in the literature. Writing instruction focuses 
on the effective organization and use of persuasive and rhetorical 
techniques in the essay form.  Student activities are structured to 
provide a guide through the research process, moving from the 
traditional research paper to literary-critical writing.  A structured 
review of mechanics and usage is an integral part of the writing 
program, with lessons and units developed in response to student 
needs.  

GRADE 11 COURSES          
 All students will be placed into appropriate levels of English 
11 (AP/ECE, Honors and Academic) based on the final grade in 
English 10 and the recommendation of their 10th grade English 
teachers.  Students seeking to enroll in the Advanced Placement 
course must meet the criteria outlined in the beginning of this 
booklet.
 English instruction in grade 11 for all students is focused 
on an examination of themes as they appear in the literature of 
various world cultures.  Students will read literature in a variety 
of genres to develop comprehension and literary analysis skills, 
while fostering an understanding of how different cultures and 
context affect an author’s treatment of a specific theme.  In all 
levels, students are provided with extensive review, instruction 
and practice in vocabulary skills, especially roots, prefixes and 
suffixes and sentence com-pletion exercises to prepare for the 
SAT Critical Reading test most students take in the spring of their 
junior year. Students also are given information and opportunities 
to practice writing the SAT Writing prompt.  Instruction and prac-
tice in the finer points of the mechanics and usage in the English 
language is provided to enhance the extensive writing program.  
Writing focuses on refinement of the essay and literary critical 

writing. Students practice information literacy skills, synthesiz-
ing information into formal research pa-pers and literary-critical 
papers. Class presentations, class discussion and group projects 
develop effective speaking and listening skills.  Students will be 
formally assessed in public speaking to determine whether or 
not they have met the graduation requirement in Speaking and 
Listening. Students will explore the college application process, 
developing drafts of application essays for use when applying for 
post-secondary education

Honors English 11 Honors Level
1 Credit Year
Prerequisite: Passing grade in English 10 Grade 11

The literature component traces recurring themes as the 
literature of England and other world cultures has developed.  
Possible themes that may be examined include: the search for 
meaning, our heroic roots, social justice, fate and free will, and 
the foundations of philosophy 

Academic English 11 Academic Level
1 Credit Year
Prerequisite:  Passing grade in English 10 Grade 11
 The focus of this course is on the development of writing, 
speaking and literary analysis skills. Using a combination of 
literature from England and the world, this course explores four 
of these themes commonly treated by authors in a variety of cul-
tures: social justice and morality, the heroic journey, the human 
experience, war and conflict, and the natural world.  

SEMESTER COURSES (Open to grades 11 and 12)  
 Students who meet the prerequisites and want the challenge 
of Advanced Placement work should select the AP/UConn English 
Literature course as their course of study.  Seniors not electing AP 
English Literature will elect two appropriately-leveled, semester-
length courses to complete the final credit of their four-credit 
graduation requirement in English. At least one of the two courses 
must be a literature course. Juniors may also elect semester courses, 
in addition to the year-long English 11 course, to enhance their 
academic program. There is a variety of elective course options 
from which to choose, allowing students to work in their interest 
areas.  

SEMESTER COURSES IN ENGLISH
(Seniors select TWO to fulfill the graduation requirement; 
one must be a literature course.)

The Feminine Perspective in Literature Honors Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Literature course Grades 11, 12

This course introduces and employs the feminist approach 
to literary-critical analysis to read, analyze and critique works by 
female authors or literary works featuring female protagonists. 
Students will study the literature through the lens of interpretation, 
analysis and literary criticism.  Students will practice informa-
tion literacy by generating writing focused on interpretation of 
literature and accessing criticism about the works and in support 
of their own ideas.                             
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American Studies Honors Level
1/2 Credit English and  
1/2 credit Social Studies Semester - double period
Literature course                                                     Grade 11, 12 
 This course combines the disciplines of American history 
and American literature to give students a deeper appreciation 
and un-derstanding of the American experience.  The course will 
explore American art, music, architecture, technology, and popular 
culture to enrich the students’ comprehension of historical events 
and literary achievements of Americans over time.  This course 
examines the experience of American groups and individuals in 
order to explore how the American Dream was conceived and has 
evolved.  Students will read and discuss primary and secondary 
source materials that cover many aspects of the ever-changing 
American experience and will participate in small and large group 
discourse and debate.   

American Voices Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 This course explores the diversification of the American culture 
by introducing students to key historical, cultural and literary events 
in our history through the experiences, eye-witness accounts, and 
memories of those individuals who experienced them first-hand.  
The course includes thematic units that establish the historical, 
cultural, social, and political contexts of the changing voices of 
America through primary source documents, short stories, novels, 
memoirs, essays, and poetry.  Students engage in discussions and 
debate about current issues and policies facing American society 
today 
 
British Literature  Honors Level
1/2 Credit Semester
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 This survey of British literature begins with the study of the 
late Renaissance and continues through the study of the Victorian 
Era. The emphasis of the course is on the literature of British writ-
ers in given time periods, linking the context in which the work 
was written to the themes and style of the author. Students will 
read works by Shakespeare, Swift, Romantic poets and Victorian 
novelists.  Close reading, research, and literary-critical writing are 
the foundation of the course, leading to presentations and class 
discussions of typical themes and stylistic characteristics of the 
author and work.

Communications and Mass Media Academic Level
1/2 Credit Semester 
  Grades 11, 12
 The goals of the course are to teach students how to access 
information, analyze and evaluate its credibility, and then apply 
what is learned in original projects related to advertising, print 
media, film, radio and television.  The course requires writing, 
reading, dis-cussion and visual/listening skills.  Independent 
projects and activities are an integral component of this course.  
This course is NOT approved by the NCAA.
*Pending Board of Education approval for replacement courses, 
this course will NOT be taught in 2014-15.

Creative Writing Academic Level
1/2 Credit Semester 
  Grades 11, 12
 This course is designed for self-motivated students with a 
genuine interest in writing.  The course provides students with 
the op-portunity to develop writing skills and to refine individual 
style.  Students are exposed to a variety of literary forms as models 
for their own work. Instruction is provided in the discipline of 
writing, while students are allowed the freedom to explore and 
experiment with their original compositions.  Writing exercises 
range from the simple to the complex, with emphasis upon writing 
as a process.  Both teacher and students respond to and evaluate 
the works generated by the class.  Students are encouraged to 
submit their work to the literary magazine.

 Discovery of the Self in Literature Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 This course includes the study of popular literature as a reflec-
tion of real life.  Works are selected which include fictional teenage 
characters to help students identify with the issues of self-discovery 
and identity.  Memoirs, short story collections, and novels will be 
used to promote class discussion and writing focused on issues of 
conformity, individuality, and the development of personal values.  
A series of writing assignments, research projects, critical viewing 
of films, and presentations are included in the course requirements.  
Works from J. D. Salinger, Alice Sebold, and Jeannette Walls, 
among others, are essential readings for this course.  This course 
is NOT approved by the NCAA
*Pending Board of Education approval for replacement courses, 
this course will NOT be taught in 2014-15.

Drama Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 This course focuses on the study of the history of drama, 
literary elements and genres of drama.  Students will learn how 
and why drama developed from its earliest roots in ancient Greece 
to today’s most contemporary drama.  Students will read and 
study signifi-cant drama that has contributed to various cultures 
since the Greeks.  Drama from noted playwrights may include: 
Sophocles, Ibsen, Glaspell, Williams, Miller and Wilson will be 
read and studied, as well as selected scenes and monologues.
*Pending Board of Education approval for replacement courses, 
this course will not be taught in 2014-15.

Journalism Academic Level
1/2 Credit Semester 
  Grades 11, 12
Note:  Enrollment as a junior does not fulfill English require-
ments for grade 11.
 This course is designed for students interested in reporting news 
and developing their skills as a writer. For this hands-on course, 
students will become journalists responsible for investigating 
topics, conducting interviews, writing in a variety of journalistic 
forms, discussing editorial positions, producing and editing the 
school newspaper.  This course also explores ethical issues related 
to news and bias techniques used by news organizations to help 
students become educated audience members.  Students must be 
competent writers to enroll in the course.
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Literature to Film                                                Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                               Semester
Literature course                                                  Grades 11, 12
 This course examines the tools that writers use to convey 
themes and to evoke emotion from readers as compared to the tools 
and techniques that screenwriters and directors use convey those 
same themes, evoke emotions from the audience, and  provide 
marketable entertainment.  Students will read and analyze several 
short stories, novels and plays from a literary-critical perspective, 
and then compare them to the films made of the literary work.  
Students will learn to “read” a film by analyzing the techniques 
of lighting, camera angles, sound and sound effects, costuming, 
staging, and context.  The focus of the course is on critical reading 
and critical viewing to compare the resulting effects on reader and 
audience.  Extensive research and writing are incorporated into 
assignments.
*Pending Board of Education approval for replacement courses, 
this course will be taught in 2014-15.
 
Mark Twain's America Honors Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 This course is designed to offer the student insight into the 
writings of Mark Twain, focusing on his style, various genres 
and his place in literary history.  Students will explore Twain’s 
contributions as an American humorist by reading various satiri-
cal essays, short stories, and novels.  Works to be read include 
Pudd’nhead Wilson, A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court, 
and The Mysterious Stranger, among others.  Works from Twain’s 
contemporaries will be read for comparison.  Compositions are 
both critical and creative in nature, including research papers and 
presentations.
*Pending Board of Education approval for replacement courses, 
this course will NOT be taught in 2014-15.

Media Literacy                                   Academic and Honors Levels
1/2 Credit                                                                Semester
                                                                               Grades 11, 12
 This course addresses the need that all students become literate 
in evaluating and using the information accessed through digital 
sources in an ethical and appropriate way.  Students will begin 
by exploring the principles of media literacy and digital citizen-
ship, followed by extensive, hands-on work with specific aspects 
of popular media outlets, such as social media, advertising and 
marketing, professions, and film literacy, and videography.  
*Pending Board of Education approval for replacement courses, 
this course will be taught in 2014-15.

Nobel Prize Authors Honors Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 The focus of study for this course is a selection of authors 
who have been awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature.  In this 
course, students will read and discuss award-winning literature 
which displays different perspectives on the nature of humanity 
in relation to the struggle against nature and class societies, in 
keeping with the criteria for the Literature prize.  In addition, 
students will write compositions and conduct research in which 
they develop a critical stance based on their own analysis as well 
as their understanding and application of literary criticism.  After 
an introduction to Alfred Nobel and the process for awarding the 
Nobel Prize for Literature, students will sample readings from pres-
ent and past Nobel Prize winners, including Ernest Hemingway, 
William Faulkner, John Steinbeck, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, and 
Toni Morrison.

Poetry Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 This course studies poetry as a unique genre of literature.  
Students will read, analyze and write poems in a variety of forms 
and types to understand and appreciate poetry as an art form.  
Students will learn the fundamental elements of poetry through 
close reading of poems, class discussion and writing practice.  
Instruction and practice focuses on the terminology, conventions, 
technical aspects and forms of poetry and the ways that poets use 
these elements to create meaning and effects.  Poetry selections 
range from song lyrics to ballads to more sophisticated forms of 
poetry such as elegy and ode. Interested students need not have 
common knowledge of poetry.

Public Speaking Academic and Honors Levels
1/2 Credit Semester
                                                                                Grade 12  only
 This course explores the art of oral communication through 
basic principles which include techniques of organization, as well 
as elements of style, purpose, poise, preparation and delivery.  This 
course provides various opportunities for students to present their 
ideas, beliefs, and creativity to an audience.  Students will have 
responsibilities as both speakers and members of an audience, 
ac-countable for both roles.  Students will also be responsible for 
selecting topics, researching information, and writing, rehearsing, 
and delivering several original speeches of varying length and 
purpose during the semester.  The Academic course is required 
for all students who have not yet met the graduation requirement 
in Speaking and Listening and who will graduate in 2015.  The 
Honors course is only available to students who have met the 
Speaking and Listening requirement for graduation and who are 
motivated to improve their level of skill in this area, as this pro-
vides extended practice in and performance of the principles of 
effective speaking and listen-ing principles mastered by students 
in previous grades.   Successful completion of either course also 
allows students to meet the College Career Pathways requirement 
in public speaking.
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SUPPLEMENTAL COURSES TO ENHANCE ENGLISH 
SKILLS:
The following courses supplement the English program at New-
ington High School.  Students may elect these courses to improve 
skills, or, in some cases, students will be registered for these courses 
to assist with specific skills needs.

English ESOL (English for Speakers of Other Languages)  
  Academic Level
1 Credit for 2 class periods Year
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Maximum (2) Credits in ESOL to fulfill English requirements
 This course is designed to teach non-English speaking 
students to become competent in conversational English.  The 
program includes both social English and academic English and 
incorporates a variety of oral and written experiences.  The stu-
dents are encouraged to grow in both confidence and proficiency 
in understanding and communicating in English.

Intermediate ESOL  Academic Level
1 Credit Year
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Maximum (2) Credits in ESOL to fulfill English requirements
 This course is designed to teach non-English speaking students 
to become competent in reading in English.  The course empha-
sizes academic English, helping students to understand the basic 
language structures of the English language to facilitate reading 
and basic writing. 

Advanced ESOL  Academic Level
1 Credit Year
  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Maximum (2) Credits in ESOL to fulfill English requirements
 This course is designed to teach non-English speaking 
students to become competent in written English.  The program 
focuses on the academic reading and writing in English to help 
students become successful in content area classes.   The students 
are encouraged to grow in both confidence and proficiency in 
understanding, speaking, reading, writing, and communicating 
English.  Students typically enroll in this course and academic 
courses in various subjects. 

Shakespeare Honors Level
1/2 Credit Semester
Literature course Grades 11, 12
 William Shakespeare has often been called the greatest of 
authors, "not of an age, but for all time." In this course, students 
will study the genres for which the artist is famous: drama and 
poetry.  Students will read a variety of  plays: tragedy, comedy, and 
history.  The focus of the course will be reading and interpreting 
the complex figurative elements of Shakespeare’s writing which 
contribute to meaning and dramatic effect.  In addition, students 
will explore aspects of dramatic performance, with particular 
emphasis on acting and staging, as these impact the communica-
tion of message and humor.  Attending live theatre and film study 
will also play a part in this course.  Students will also read and 
analyze Shakespeare’s sonnets and lyric poetry to interpret and 
unlock the mysteries inherent in these literary pieces. Research and 
literary critical writing are routine, and opportunities for creative 
and performance-based pro-jects will be offered.

The Teen Eye:  Perspectives of the Young and the Restless              
  Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                                        Semester
Literature course                                               Grades 11, 12
 In this course, students will examine fiction and nonfiction 
that reveals the teenage perspective on the American culture and 
countercultures.  Students will explore historical events and activi-
ties through the changing perspectives of young people over time, 
includ-ing eras of protest or radical changes in American society.  
The reading of short stories and memoirs will be complemented 
by reading of news articles reflecting opinions of individuals who 
lived at the time.  Writing of argumentative papers will allow 
students to explore their own attitudes and place in the continuum 
of American culture.
*Pending Board of Education approval for replacement courses, 
this course will be taught in 2014-15.
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Note: Three credits in social studies are required for graduation 
from Newington High School.
One of these credits must be in United States History.
One half credit must be in one of the following Government and 
Citizenship courses in either grade 11 or 12: 
 •   American Government and Citizenship
 •   Political Science (offered in alternating years)
 
ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSES

AP/ECE Modern Western Traditions/UCONN History 1400 
1 Credit Year 
 Prerequisites: UConn approval  Grade 12
if seeking UConn credit
   This college level course examines the history of Western 
civilization beginning with the Renaissance through the post-
World War II era.  A heavy emphasis on the concepts, ideas and 
events that have shaped our current outlook on the world organizes 
the course.  A wide variety of supplemental resources, including 
primary source documents and world literature enrich the experi-
ence. Students may earn college credit and/or advanced placement 
credit for successful completion of the course, depending on the 
requirements of the individual college the student may attend.

Advanced Placement Psychology AP/ECE Level
1 Credit  Grades 11, 12
Prerequisites: 3.33 QPA in AP or Honors US History and  
Honors English 10
  This course explores the systematic and scientific study of psy-
chology from its history and principles to the modern day ethics 
and methodology.  Students read a variety of supplemental, con-
temporary works from various psychologists and think critically 
while applying these perspectives to analyze human behavior.  
In addition, due to the scientific nature of the course, a strong 
background in biology and statistical mathematics is essential.  

Advanced Placement United States History AP/ECE Level
1 Credit  Year 
  Grade 10
Prerequisites: 3.33 average QPA in Modern World History and
in Honors English 9
   This course explores American history from the colonial period 
to the present in chronological sequence.  Students will examine 
common and recurring themes in American history over time as 
our history has developed.  Students are expected to read and 
extract important conceptual information from text independently 
and engage in thought-provoking discourse during class sessions.  
Extensive use of contemporary, supplemental materials enriches 
the discussion and the understanding of the concepts and principles 
that have shaped and changed our nation since its inception..

 

Administration
Advocacy
Broadcasting
Community Relations
Corporate and Government Practice

Government Services & Agencies
Human Services
Intelligence, Foreign Service
Law
Peace Corps

JUNIOR-SENIOR ELECTIVES
These courses are open for enrollment by juniors and 

seniors.  Students are encouraged to plan their course of study 
in social studies with their school counselors.  Some electives 
will be offered only in alternating years.

American Studies Honors Level
1/2 Credit Social Studies and Semester - Double Period 
1/2 Credit English Grades 11, 12
 This course combines the disciplines of American history 
and American literature to give students a deeper appreciation 
and understanding of the American experience.  The course will 
explore American art, music, architecture, technology, and popular 
culture to enrich the students’ comprehension of historical events 
and literary achievements of Americans over time.  This course 
examines the experience of American groups and individuals in 
order to explore how the American Dream was conceived and has 
evolved.  Students will read and discuss primary and secondary 
source materials that cover many aspects of the ever-changing 
American experience and will participate in small and large group 
discourse and debate.

Current Issues Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                                       Semester 
Prerequisite:  None Grades 11, 12
 This course undertakes the study of contemporary issues 
in the world today.  Topics covered include both domestic and 
international issues.  Magazines and online resources serve as 
the primary texts in the course, along with active research by the 
students.  Discussion centers on the ways in which individuals, 
groups and institutions interact.  A special emphasis is placed on 
how events abroad impact Americans at home..  

Economics Honors Level
1/2 Credit Semester

Grades 11, 12
 This course promotes an understanding of the major features 
and problems of the U.S. economy with an emphasis on financial 
literacy.  The focus is on economic issues and covers a number 
of personal finance areas, including credit cards, student loans, 
college costs, investments and the stock market.  Broader units 
include: business, banks, labor laws and unions, government 
spending and taxes, and the global economy.
*Pending Board of Education approval of curricular changes 
offered in 2014-15

SOCIAL STUDIES

Politics
Public Policy
Regulatory and Law Enforcement
Research
Teaching
Technical Writing

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Social Studies offerings.
What can I do with a major in Social Studies?
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Political Science             Honors Level
1/2 Credit Semester

Grades 11, 12
 Political Science uses data to analyze how and why decisions 
are made and how power is executed.  Students explore concepts 
such as legitimate and corrupt systems of government, sources of 
political power, ideology, political parties, and influence throughout 
the institutions of national governments.  Students conduct in-
depth studies of campaigns and elections, voting behavior, interest 
groups, and the media, and gain practical experience and insights 
by conducting their own public opinion polling, interacting with 
candidates for state and local office, touring the State Capitol, and 
devising solutions to a variety of current political problems.  This 
course fulfills the graduation requirement in Civics.
*Pending Board of Education approval of curricular changes of-
fered in 2015-16 

Psychology Academic Level
1/2 Credit                   Semester

Grades 11, 12
 This course focuses on the scientific study of human behavior 
as individuals and as social beings.  Thematic units address the 
study of what psychology is and the role it plays in your body 
functions your mental health, how you interact with the environ-
ment, and the decisions you make.  Work  fosters an understanding 
of human conduct and its consequences. 

Sociology  Academic Level
1/2 Credit     Semester

Grades 11, 12
 Sociology is concerned with the study of human behavior 
and society’s influence on individuals.  Students examine the role 
institutions and other groups have on the behavior of the individual.  
The behavior and interactions of social groups and other organiza-
tions is also studied.  Students investigate the impact of family, 
education, religion, politics and the economy on the individual.  
The effect of race, ethnicity, gender and socioeconomic status on 
groups and their individuals is also examined, as well as deviance 
and how society controls deviants.

War and the Human Condition: 
Genocide, Upheaval, and Chaos       Honors Level
1/2 Credit                                                         Semester
     Grades 11, 12
 This course examines the impact of war on individuals and 
groups of people, world-wide.  Students will engage in research 
to determine universal causes of war and their universal effects 
on countries and the world, regardless of the time period or par-
ticipants in a specific war, by examining the social upheaval and 
atrocities associated with war. Students will also explore the hu-
man condition during war as well as analyze the psychology of all 
involved in war and how war affects the world today.  Significant 
use of primary and secondary sources will serve as the catalyst 
for class discussion and research.  Ongoing research papers and 
presentations will serve as the core assessments in the course.
*Pending Board of Education approval of curricular changes

Constitutional Law Honors Level
1/2 Credit Semester
  Grades 11, 12
 This course is designed as an in-depth study of the United 
States Constitution.  Topics for research and discussion include:  
judicial review and its limitations, the separation of powers, the 
relation of state power to the federal government’s power, due 
process of law, and equal protection of the laws and the Bill of 
Rights.  The course includes an overview of landmark Supreme 
Court cases and other pertinent Constitutional documents.  This 
course is of primary importance to students with an interest in 
government or law as a career.
*Pending Board of Education approval of curricular changes

The History of Your Life  Academic Level
1/2 Credit Semester
  Grades 11, 12
 This course examines the modern historical events that have 
occurred in the course of this generation.  Students will explore 
such themes as terrorism and school violence as they are related 
to specific incidents that have occurred in the last several decades.  
Recent events are connected to historical precedents, with an 
emphasis on American events as they relate to global issues. 
*Pending Board of Education approval of curricular changes

Faith and Culture    Academic Level
Comparative Religions Honors Level
1/2 Credit Semester
  Grades 11, 12
 This course focuses on the various cultures of the world and 
their impact on the American culture as the immigration patterns 
have shifted in our country.  Students will examine the various 
aspects of culture, with an emphasis on the various religions includ-
ing the most prevalent Eastern and Western religions.  Students 
will examine the connection between faith/religion and the other 
aspects of culture (art, literature, migration and settlement patterns, 
transportation, food).  
*Pending Board of Education approval of curricular changes
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GRADE 10 COURSES

United States History Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit Grade 10
 The United States history courses chronologically survey 
American history from 1877 to the present.  Thematic units include 
industrialization, Imperialism, Progressivism, Depression and 
War, the Cold War and Modern America. The focus of the course 
is to foster student understanding of the relationship between the 
events of modern American history and the actions of today.

ESOL American Government and Citizenship
1 Credit Year

ESOL students, grades 9-12
 This course provides students with a basic understanding 
of the American system of government.  Emphasis is placed on 
the beginnings of democracy, the organization and functions of 
federal, state, and local governments, and the freedom and rights 
guaranteed to all Americans.  Units on criminal and civil law 
help students to understand the American legal system in both 
juvenile and adult courts.  Current events and geography relevant 
to American government are also addressed.  This course fulfills 
the graduation requirement in Civics.

American Government and Citizenship 
  Honors and Academic Level
1/2 Credit Grade 11, 12
 This course examines governmental institutions, organiza-
tions, and activities on the local, state, and national levels, with 
an emphasis on fostering an understanding of the rights and 
responsibilities of citizenship and the importance of activism.  
The relationship between political institutions and their impact 
on the lives of students is addressed, as well as an examination 
of the American legal system.  This course fulfills the graduation 
requirement in Government and Citizenship. 

GRADE 9 COURSES

Modern World History                          Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit Grade 9
 This course explores the history of the world from the rise 
of the modern age to the present. A variety of themes will be 
discussed, including the role of culture in shaping history, the 
impact of governments and leaders in global affairs, and the effects 
of interactions among different groups throughout the time and 
world. Major units of study include: absolutism, the French and 
other major revolutions, the Industrial Revolution, imperialism, 
war in the 20th and 21st centuries, nationalism, the Cold War, 
and Challenges of the Modern World. Geography and cultural 
change as well as relating past to present are stressed. Developing 
literacy skills in social studies and analysis of primary sources is 
emphasized.
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Note:  Although a number of colleges have a minimum entrance 
requirement of two years of a world language, many prefer three 
or four years of concentration.  Eighth graders may satisfy this 
requirement, in part, by successfully completing French I or Span-
ish I in middle school and by continuing the second year of the 
same language in high school, with the recommendation of the 
middle school teacher.
 A grade below “C-” in a language course indicates that the 
student would be seriously handicapped in a more advanced 
course for which this course is a prerequisite.  Therefore, 
students in any world language course who receive a grade 
below “C-” will be counseled to repeat the course, or start 
another language.  Students who choose to repeat a course will 
not receive credit for the repeated course, and the grade from 
the first course will be used for the calculation of grade point 
average.  Additionally, students may only repeat a course in 
the same language once.
 The World Language Department currently offers a four year 
sequence of language study in French, Italian, Latin, and Spanish.  
In addition, students who have successfully completed the Spanish 
or French program at the middle school have the opportunity to 
complete a fifth year of language study at the high school at the 
Advanced Placement level in Spanish and French. 

French I           Academic Level
1 Credit  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
No Prerequisite 

French I is an introductory course which emphasizes the 
four basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading 
and writing through a proficiency-oriented approach.  The course 
includes elementary grammar, thematic vocabulary, geography of 
France and other French speaking countries, and cultural topics.  

French II      Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: French I 

French II continues the development of the four basic skills 
within a communicative context. Proficiency is stressed by means 
of more advanced work in composition and conversation.

French III Honors or Academic Level 
1 Credit  Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: French II 

Third year French continues the communicative approach of 
the first and second year programs. Greater proficiency is stressed 
through more intensive work in grammar, written and oral expres-
sion, supplemental readings, and discussion.
 
French IV Honors Level
1 Credit  Grades 11, 12
Prerequisite: French III 

Fourth year French continues the development of the four 
basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading and 
writing. The reading includes short stories, poetry, drama and 
excerpts from contemporary periodicals.  Classes are conducted 
mainly in French.
 
French V - Advanced Placement AP/ECE Level
1 Credit Grade 12 
Prerequisite:  3.33 QPA in French IV

French V is a full year course designed to provide advanced 
and highly motivated students the opportunity to continue the de-
velopment of the four language skill areas. The course is organized 
to adhere to the College Board Advanced Placement Language 
Program guidelines for French language study and focuses on 
refining the use of grammatical structure in communicative set-
tings and on developing reading and writing skills using authentic 
materials such as short stories, newspaper and magazine articles, 
television and radio clips, movies, videos, and Internet resources. 
The course will prepare students for the Advanced Placement 
French Language examination which may provide students the 
opportunity to receive credit and/or advanced standing at many 
colleges and universities nationwide. In addition to the college level 
workload during the school year, there is also a required summer 
reading and writing assignment.  Classes are conducted in French.

Advertising
Art Conservator
Broadcasting
Chef
Customs Official
Foreign Correspondent
Foreign Services Officer
Foreign Student Advisor
Immigration Official
Import/Export agent
Intelligence Agent
International Business

International Finance
International Law
Interpreter
Journalist
Language Researcher
Linguist
Medical Profession
Multinational Lobbyist
Peace Corps
Public Relations Specialist Writer
Teacher
Translator
Travel Agent

WORLD LANGUAGE
The World Language courses fit into the Connecticut Career clusters and their pathways because they are an important adjunct skill to 
any professional or technical career, complementing and enhancing this training.
What can I do with a major in World Languages?
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Spanish I    Academic Level
1 Credit  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
No Prerequisite 
 Spanish I is an introductory course which emphasizes the 
four basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading 
and writing through a proficiency-oriented approach.  The course 
includes elementary grammar, thematic vocabulary, geography of 
Spain and other Spanish speaking countries, and cultural topics.  
 
Spanish II Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Spanish I 

Spanish II continues the development of the four basic skills 
within a communicative context. Proficiency is stressed by means 
of more advanced work in composition and conversation.

Spanish III Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit        Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: Spanish II      

Third year Spanish continues the communicative approach 
of the first and second year programs.  Greater proficiency is 
stressed through more intensive work in grammar, written and 
oral expression, supplemental readings, and discussion.

Spanish IV Honors Level
1 Credit  Grades 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Spanish III 

 Fourth year Spanish continues the development of the four 
basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading and 
writing. The course features greater emphasis on composition and 
conversation through selected readings and the study of advanced 
structure. Classes are conducted mainly in Spanish.

 Spanish V - Advanced Placement AP/ECE Level
1 Credit Grade 12 
Prerequisite: 3.33 QPA in Spanish IV

Spanish V is a full year course designed to provide advanced 
and highly motivated students the opportunity to continue the de-
velopment of the four language skill areas. The course is organized 
to adhere to the College Board Advanced Placement Language 
Program guidelines for Spanish language study and focuses on 
refining the use of grammatical structure in communicative set-
tings and on developing reading and writing skills using authentic 
materials such as short stories, newspaper and magazine articles, 
television and radio clips, movies, videos and Internet resources. 
The course will prepare students for the Advanced Placement 
Spanish Language and Culture examination which may provide 
students with the opportunity to receive credit and/or advanced 
standing at many colleges and universities nationwide. In addition 
to the college level workload during the school year, there is also 
a required summer reading and writing assignment.  Classes are 
conducted in Spanish.

  

Italian I  Academic Level
1 Credit  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
No Prerequisite 

Italian I is an introductory course which emphasizes the 
four basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading 
and writing through a proficiency oriented approach.  The course 
includes elementary grammar, thematic vocabulary, geography 
of Italy, and cultural topics. 
 
Italian II Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit        Grades 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Italian I   

Italian II continues the development of the four basic skills 
within a communicative context.  Proficiency is stressed by means 
of more advanced work in composition and conversation.

Italian III Academic Level
1 Credit  Grades 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Italian II 

Third year Italian continues the communicative approach of 
the first and second year programs.  Greater proficiency is stressed 
through more intensive work in grammar, written and oral expres-
sion, supplemental readings, and discussion.
 
Italian III Honors Level
1 Credit  Grades 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Italian II 

Honors Level will cover, in greater breadth and depth, the 
same core material as in Academic Level, and will feature ad-
ditional topics. The students will be expected to convey their 
thoughts in a more sophisticated manner in both oral and written 
communication.
 
Italian IV Honors Level
1 Credit  Grade 12 
Prerequisite: Italian III 

Fourth year Italian continues the development of the four 
basic skills of listening comprehension, speaking, reading and 
writing. Readings include short stories and selections from classic 
and modern Italian literature. Classes are conducted in Italian.
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Latin I  Academic Level
1 Credit  Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
No Prerequisite 

First year Latin stresses vocabulary, inflections, and rules of 
syntax in preparation for the further study of Latin. The course 
emphasizes the importance of English derivatives from Latin root 
words. It also includes an introduction to Roman civilization and 
culture. 
 
Latin II Honors or Academic Level 
1 Credit  Grades 10, 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Latin I 
 Latin II continues the development of the principles of gram-
mar and vocabulary.  English vocabulary is increased through the 
continued study of Latin roots.  Special emphasis is placed on 
the cultural heritage of the Romans and their impact on modern 
civilization.  Reading skills are developed through translations 
of Greek and Roman myths, and adapted selections from such 
authors as Livy, Caesar, Ovid and Plautus.

Latin III/IV - Prose Honors Level
1 Credit Grades 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Latin II  Academic Year:  2014-2015

 Latin Prose is a full year course offered in alternate years.  It 
continues the development of the basic skills and reviews material 
acquired in Latin I and II.  The students will acquire historical, 
political and economic background concerning the last days of 
the Roman Republic before reading Cicero’s Orations and other 
speeches and essays. The students will increase their proficiency 
through these selections and works by such authors as Sallust, 
Pliny and Apuleius.  In addition, students will explore Roman 
rhetorical and grammatical figures of speech and their influence 
on world literature.  

Latin III/IV - Poetry Honors Level
1 Credit Grades 11, 12 
Prerequisite: Latin II  Academic Year:  2015-2016
 Latin Poetry is a full year course offered in alternate years.  It 
enables the student to acquire an advanced Latin vocabulary and to 
strengthen his/her knowledge of linguistic form and grammatical 
structure. Themes of Latin poetry will be explored through the 
study of selected poems with emphasis on Vergil’s Aeneid, and 
selected works of such authors as Catullus, Horace, and Ovid.  In 
addition, students will explore Roman rhetorical and grammatical 
figures of speech and their influence on world literature. 
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 Accounting Machinist
 Actuarial Analyst Manufacturing Engineer
 Actuary Management
 Aeronautics Marketing
 Agricultural Economist Masonry
 Applied Mathematics Mechanical Engineer
  Architect Medicine
 Astronomer Meterologist
 Automotive Service Technology Military
 Banking Navigator
 Biomedical Engineer Nuclear Engineer
  Budget Analyst Opinion Researcher
 Carpentry Petroleum Engineer
 Chemical Engineer Physicist
 Civil Engineer Psychologist
 Computer Applications Engineer Public Accounting
 Computer Consulting Public Relations
 Computer Science Plumming
 Construction Printing
 Culinary Arts Product Manager
 Data Processing Quality Control Manager
 Drafting Research Analyst
 Economist Retail Buying
 Electrical Engineer Retail Store Manager
 Electronics Sales
 Entertainment Industry Securities
 Epidemiology Seismologist
 Fashion Software/Hardware Engineer
 Finance Statistician
 Financial Manager Structural Engineer
 Food Management Surveyor
 Geologist Systems Analyst
 Geophysicist Teacher
 Industrial Engineer Technology
 Insurance Welding
 Interior Design 
 Landscape Architect 
 Landscaping

MATHEMATICS
There are many areas in which mathematicians can find exciting careers.  Mathematicians have an opportunity to make last-
ing contributions to society by helping to solve problems in such diverse fields as business and finance, industry, medicine, 
management, economics, government, construction, technology and design, social and behavioral sciences, and education.  
Graduates of post-secondary schools, community colleges, technical schools, as well as colleges and universities, can qualify 
for a broad range of positions in math-related fields within the Connecticut Career clusters and their pathways.

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Mathematic offerings.
What can I do with a career in Mathematics?
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Algebra I  Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit         Full Year
Prerequisite: Grade 8 Math
 This course develops the algebraic thinking skills necessary 
for students to succeed in advanced mathematics courses.  With 
an emphasis on the concept of a function, students will develop 
problem solving strategies throughout the course.  Units of study 
are aligned to the Connecticut Standards and include (1) patterns 
(2) linear equations and inequalities (3) functions (4) linear func-
tions (5) scatter plots and trend lines (6) systems of linear equations 
and (7) introduction to exponential functions.
     
Geometry   Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit      Full Year
Prerequisite: Algebra I     
 This course examines two and three dimensional geometric 
figures and their properties.  Connections between algebra and 
geometry are enhanced so students are able to make sense of the 
world around them.  Units of study are aligned to the Connecticut 
Standards and include (1) transformations and the coordinate plane 
(2) congruence, proof and constructions (3) polygons (4) similar-
ity, proof and trigonometry (5) circles and other conic sections (6) 
three dimensional geometry and (7) applications of probability.

Algebra II   Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit      Full Year
Prerequisite: Geometry 
 This course continues to develop the concept of a function.  
Units of study are aligned to the Connecticut Standards and include 
(1) inverse functions (2) polynomial functions (3) rational expres-
sions and functions (4) trigonometric functions (5) exponential 
and logarithmic funcitions and (6) inferential statistics.
        
Please note the following:
Students who take Geometry-Honors and Algebra II-Honors 
concurrently, must maintain a B- or better average in both courses 
throughout the entire year.  If this average is not maintained, the 
student will be required to drop Algebra II-Honors.

Pre-Calculus   Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit      Full Year
Prerequisite: Algebra II   
 This course is a prerequisite for taking Calculus and provides 
an excellent background for students planning to take a rigorous 
calculus course in college.  Units of study include (1) trigonometric 
functions (2) exponential functions (3) logarithmic functions and 
(4) limits.  The binomial theorem, proof by induction and limits 
are additional topics.

AP Calculus BC   AP Level
1 Credit       Full Year
Prerequisites:  3.33 QPA in Pre-Calculus - Honors 
 This Advanced Placement course presupposes a general 
knowledge of functions, analytic geometry, the unit circle, loga-
rithms and limits.  Derivatives and their applications are covered 
during the first semester.  The second semester is devoted to inte-
grals and their applications.  This course also covers polynomial 
approximation and series, the applications of parametric, polar, 
and vector functions.  The remainder of the course is devoted to 
seminar topics and preparation for the final project.  Graphing 
calculators are an integral part of this course.
 
AP Calculus AB    AP Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisites:  3.33 QPA in Pre-Calculus   
 This Advanced Placement course presupposes a general knowl-
edge of functions, analytic geometry, the unit circle, logarithms 
and limits.  Derivatives and their applications are covered during 
the first semester.  The second semester is devoted to integrals 
and their applications.  The remainder of the course is devoted 
to seminar topics and preparation for the final project.  Graphing 
calculators are an integral part of this course.
                   

Calculus Honor Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus
 This course is designed for those students who have success-
fully completed Pre-Calculus and wish to challenge themselves 
in mathematics, but do not qualify for the Advanced Placement 
program.  The material covered in this course is similar to that 
covered in AP Calculus, but not to the same depth or breadth.  This 
course provides an opportunity to complete a four-year college 
preparatory sequence in mathematics during high school.
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AP Statistics    AP Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite:  3.33 QPA in Algebra II-Honors or 
Algebra II-Academic
 This honors course, for college bound students, provides 
valuable background for students who plan careers in business, 
government, education, or technology, as well as careers in social, 
biological, or physical sciences.  There is an array of topics covered 
which range from exploring and analyzing data using graphical and 
numerical techniques to using probability as a tool for anticipat-
ing what the distribution of data should look like under a given 
model.  Some specific topics included in this course are displaying, 
describing, and comparing different types of distributions, creat-
ing statistical designs in order to collect data, hypothesis testing, 
Chi-Squared and T-tests, and the interpretation and evaluation of 
the validity of statistical inference.  The remainder of the course 
is devoted to seminar topics and preparation for the final exam.  
Graphing calculators are an integral part of this course.

Introduction to Computer Science  Academic Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite:  Geometry-Honors, Geometry-Academic; 
C or better Algebra II-Academic
 Introduction to Computer Science will develop your problem-
solving skills by having you analyze problems from different 
perspectives, design algorithms to solve problems, then design 
and write programs in Scratch, Jeroo, and Java to implement 
computer-based solutions.  Instruction will begin with Scratch and 
then Jeroo,  two GUI-based application development environments, 
to quickly and intuitively introduce you to fundamental program-
ming constructs and object-oriented concepts.  The remainder of 
the year will be spent programming in Java.  An important focus 
of the Java component of the course will be on developing es-
sential object-oriented programming vocabulary and the technical 
aspects of programming in this language.  Warm up activities, 
class work, homework, and project assignments will achieve a 
balance between practice and practical application of both current 
and new concepts and skills.  There will be continuity throughout 
the course among the following topics:  algorithm development; 
data types, variables, and constants; mathematical, relational, and 
boolean operations and expressions; sequential, conditional, and 
iterative statements; input and output methods; and robust design, 
documentation, and structured programming practices.

AP Computer Science A   AP Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite: 3.33 QPA in Geometry Honors or Algebra II Honors 
or Introduction to Computer Science
 This course emphasizes object oriented methodology with an 
emphasis on problem solving and algorithm development and is 
meant to be the equivalent of a first semester course in computer 
science.  The course will cover the writing of logically structured, 
well documented programs in the Java programming language.  It 
also includes an introductory study of data structures and abstrac-
tion.

Discrete Math   Academic Level
1 Credit         Full Year
Prerequisite: Algebra II-Academic
 This course  reinforces basic math skills as well as algebra 
skills through the study of topics such as SAT preparation, college 
placement exam preparation, voting, weighted voting systems, fair 
division, apportionment, spiral growth in nature, population growth, 
symmetry, fractal shapes, collecting statistical data, descriptive 
statistics, chance probabilities and odds, normal distributions, 
Euler Circuits, the Traveling Salesman Problem, scheduling and 
networks.  These topics highlight applicability, accessibility, 
modernity and aesthetics in mathematics. 
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Women's Chorus Academic Level
1 Credit  Full Year

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This is a 9-12 women's ensemble. This group will explore 
soprano, mezzo-soprano, and alto vocal literature in sacred, 
secular, and popular genres. Vocal technique and score reading 
will be addressed. Some solo and small group opportunities are 
available as well as the chance to audition for Regional and All-
State ensembles. This group performs several concerts per year. 
All incoming freshmen women are to join Women's Chorus.

Men's Chorus Academic Level
1 Credit  Full Year

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This is a 9-12 men's ensemble. This group will explore tenor 
baritone and bass vocal literature in sacred, secular, and popular 
genres.  Vocal technique and score reading will be addressed.  
Some solo and small group opportunities are available as well as 
the chance to audition for Regional and All-State ensembles.  This 
group performs several concerts per year.  All incoming freshmen 
men are to join Men's Chorus.

Symphonic Band Academic Level
1 Credit Full Year

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This ensemble performs major works of wind band litera-
ture. There is a strong emphasis on instrumental technique and 
ensemble playing. Some solo and small group opportunities are 
available as well as the chance to audition for Regional and All-
State ensembles. This group performs several concerts per year. In 
addition, students in Symphonic Band are required to participate in 
Marching Band (please see Marching Band offering in the Music 
section of this book). Students wishing to audition for Jazz Band 
must participate in either Symphonic Band, Wind Ensemble or 
have permission of the director.

Wind Ensemble Academic Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite: Audition and/or  Grades 10, 11, 12
recommendation of teacher
 This ensemble is a sectional extension of Symphonic Band.  
It is for the mature, advanced instrumental student.  The group 
performs major works of wind band literature.  There is a strong 
emphasis on instrumental technique and ensemble playing.  Stu-
dents are strongly encouraged to audition for Regional ensembles 
and other honor band experiences.  This group performs several 
concerts per year.  In addition, students in Wind Ensemble are 
required to participate in Marching Band (please see Marching 
Band offering in the Music section of this book).  Students wishing 
to audition for Jazz Band must participate in either Symphonic 
Band, Wind Ensemble, or have permission of the director.

Orchestra Academic Level
1 Credit Full Year

Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This ensemble performs major works of string orchestra 
literature. There is a strong emphasis on instrumental technique 
and ensemble playing. Some solo and small group opportunities 
are available as well as the chance to audition for Regional and 
All-State ensembles. This group performs several concerts per 
year. Students wishing to audition for Chamber Orchestra must 
participate in Orchestra or have permission of the director.

Symphonic/Chorus Combo Academic Level
1 Credit  Full Year
(.5 Symphonic Band, .5 Chorus)                Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course is offered to students who are interested in tak-
ing both band and choir.  Students alternate days between the 
Symphonic Band and the Chorus allowing students to continue 
working on both instrumental and vocal skills.

Note:  Please see the descriptions for Symphonic Band and Men's/
Women's Chorus for further course information.

Accompanist
Arranger
Audio Engineer/Mixer, Operator
Band/Symphony Orchestra Conductor
Business Manager
Choral Director
Choreographer
Composer
Critic
Entertainer
Instrument Designer
Librettist

Music Store Manager
Music Therapist
Music/Vocal Teacher
Musical Theater Director
Musician
Program Director
Promoter
Singer, Dancer
Sound Effects Technician
Studio Engineer
Television Music Director
Theatrical Variety Agent

MUSIC
                   
The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Music offerings.
What can I do with a major in Music?
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Orchestra/Women's Choir Combo Academic Level
1 Credit                                                                          Full Year 
(.5 Orchestra, .5 Concert Choir)                 Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course is offered to students who are interested in tak-
ing both Orchestra and Choir.  Students alternate days between 
the ensembles allowing students to continue working on both 
instrumental and vocal skills.

Chamber Choir Academic Level
1 Credit                                                                        Full Year 
Prerequisite: Audition                                     Grades 10, 11, 12
 This course is for the advanced vocal student. The ensemble 
will perform sacred and secular classical works, as well as jazz 
and popular music. There is a strong emphasis on vocal technique 
and ensemble blend. Some solo and small group opportunities are 
available as well as the chance to audition for Regional and All-
State ensembles. This group performs several concerts per year. 
Students are required to participate in numerous holiday and other 
performances after school.

Music Theory I (Introduction) Academic Level
1/2 Credit                                                                    1 Semester 
No prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course explores the basic building blocks of music 
including rhythm, notation, note reading, scales, chords, clefs, 
and key signatures.  This course can be taken by students with 
no music experience or by those with years of playing an instru-
ment or singing.  It will introduce you to how music is composed, 
and why certain chords sound they way they do.  This course is 
highly recommended for students who already compose music 
and want to improve, and for those who want to improve their 
jazz improvisation.

Music Theory II (Pre-AP Music Theory) Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Music Theory I or Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
permission of instructor.
 This course is intended to prepare students for AP Music 
Theory.  In order to take this class, it is expected that you already 
know your major/minor scale, major/minor key signatures, and 
chords.  This class will focus heavily on the skills required for 
AP Theory:  ear training, part-writing, and score reading.  This 
course is highly recommended for students interested in majoring 
in music in college.

Music History Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course is an overview of the history and development 
of western music from Ancient Greece through the modern era.  
The class includes discussions of historical, cultural, and artistic 
developments, making connections between the three.  We study 
in detail the major composers of each era and discover how their 
music differs from that of other periods.  There is a great deal of 
listening to music.  This course is recommended for those who 
would like to learn more about western civilization's cultural 
development or anyone interested in pursuing a post-high school 
music degree.

AP Music Theory AP/ECE Level
1 Credit Full Year
Prerequisite: Recommendation by a Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Music teacher.
 This course is an advanced music theory course equivalent 
to a first year college course in music theory.  Music Theory II 
is a prerequisite for AP Music Theory.  Students will be able to 
recognize, understand, read and write musical notation, have 
a basic understanding of the rudiments of music terminology.  
Students must have performance skills in voice or an instrument 
as a prerequisite.  Emphasis is on harmonic analysis, basic com-
position, historical style, dictation, and basic keyboard harmony.  
Students are required to take the AP Music Theory exam in the 
spring.  By taking the AP Music Theory exam, students may be 
awarded either college credit or advanced placement dependent 
upon the individual college.

American Music Studies Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course is an overview of Hip Hop Rock, a historical 
and musical examination of the roots of American music from 
the Pilgrims to the development of ragtime, Jazz, Swing, the 
Big Band Era, Early Rock 'n' Roll, Rock and beyond.  Students 
will explore, respond, research, and listen to the many styles of 
American Music.  Students will recognize links between historical 
events and the music that was created.

Piano Keyboard Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This class is opened to all students wanting to play the piano.   
From beginners to accomplished players, students will have the 
opportunity to learn how to play the piano or receive additional 
coaching and support on repertoire that they are working on with 
their private teacher.  Students will receive individual instruction 
and progress at their own speed in an electronic keyboard class-
room.  Students will also have the opportunity to play an acoustic 
upright and grand pianos.
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Music Technology I Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 An introductory course that starts students with the basic 
principles of  music technology.  Students will learn the history of 
MIDI and how it developed.  Students will study basic sequenc-
ing techniques using Sony software.  The students will also learn 
basic recording principles using looping, and overdubbing while 
creating their own compositions.  As a final project, their composi-
tions will be recorded onto Compact Disc using studio software 
and shared with classmates.

Music Technology II Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Completion of Music Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
Technology I
 This course will further the student's knowledge of MIDI 
sequencing and digital sound recording.  Students will also learn 
to use Finale  music notation software to print sheet music, scores, 
and original compositions.  Participants will learn how to input 
music using an electronic keyboard and computer and to print out 
scores and parts.  This will be a one-semester course.

Musical Theater Workshop Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course is designed for students interested in furthering 
their skills in musical theater performance.  Content involves 
acting, singing, and dancing.  Students will work on individual 
performances, ensemble presentations, and audition  preparation.

Acting Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 This course is for those interested in acting on the stage and 
screen.  Content will involve improvisation, character development 
and scene study.  Students will work on monologues, ensemble 
presentations and audition preparation.

Marching Band
 All students in Symphonic Band and Wind Ensemble are 
required to participate in Marching Band. This ensemble performs 
at home football games, several parades, and may participate in 
marching band competition. One evening practice per week in 
September and October, and an occasional weekend practice/
performance are required. Also, an annual Band Camp is held 
prior to the school year to teach basic marching technique, learn 
music for September performances, assign instruments, become 
acquainted with the program, and to have some fun! A full schedule 
will be mailed home over the summer and may be available on 
the school website in early July.
      Marching Band also includes a Color Guard (flags, rifles, 
dance, etc.) for which both band members and anyone from the 
student body may audition. 

Instrumental and Vocal Music Lessons
 This is an opportunity for music students to be able to have 
more concentrated instruction on their instrument.
 The first half of the period will be spent working on assign-
ments with the instructor and/or independently.  The second half 
of the period, the instructor will work with all students together 
in an ensemble setting.  This time will be spent reinforcing the 
concepts covered during that week.
 This is open to music students only and would take the place 
of a traditional study hall.  Students will not receive credit for  
music lessons.  However, it will fulfill the tutorial* requirement 
for band and orchestra students.
 *All band and orchestra students must meet with the instructor 
for a tutorial at least once per quarter.  Basic instrument perfor-
mance skills and concepts are taught, reinforced, and assessed 
during this time.

Other Music Activities
 In addition to the credit courses listed above, the Music 
Department offers students opportunity for participation in the 
following non-credit activities: Chamber Orchestra, Vocal and 
Instrumental Ensembles, Jazz Ensemble, Jazz Combo, Annual
 Musical Production and Color Guard. These groups are sched-
uled by the department. Further information is available from the 
music instructors.

Jazz Band
 Auditions for Jazz Band take place in the fall. See the high 
school director for times. Students wishing to audition for Jazz 
Band must be members of the Symphonic Band or Wind Ensemble, 
or have permission of the director. Exceptions may be made for 
non-Band instruments like guitar, piano, and bass.

Chamber Orchestra
 Auditions for Chamber Orchestra take place in the fall. See 
the high school director for times. Students wishing to audition 
for Chamber Orchestra must be members of the Orchestra, or have 
permission of the director.

Color Guard
 Color Guard is a section of the Marching Band that does 
work with flags, rifles, and dance.  Color Guard rehearses with the 
Marching Band in addition to some summer practices and extra 
after school practices during the fall.  See the high school Band 
director for more information.49



 The Newington High School Science Department offers a com-
prehensive sequence of courses to meet the needs of all students 
in the area of Science. The program consists of a combination 
of full year and semester length courses to provide students at 
all levels of academic proficiency with a challenging and stimu-
lating curriculum designed to satisfy graduation and college 
entrance requirements. 

Two credits in science are required for graduation from Newington 
High School. (See Credits for Graduation, page 4). It is required 
that one credit each should be taken in both biological sciences 
and in physical sciences. 
  
Biology Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit Grades 9, 10, 11, 12 
8th grade teacher recommendation for Grade 9 (Honors only) 
 This course that includes an in depth study of the cell, genetics, 
evolution, and ecology.   Laboratory work will include a series of 
required CAPT activities designed to reinforce student learning and 
State of Connecticut CAPT expectations.  Course work may include 
direct instruction of note taking as well as student participation in 
scientific experiments, projects, oral reports, and research papers.
Honor students should have a strong ability and interest in science.  
Topics are enriched, covered in greater depth and at a faster pace.

SCIENCE

Aeronautical Scientist
Aerospace Engineer
Agricultural Engineer
Anesthesiologist
Bacteriologist
Biochemist
Chemical Engineer
Chemical Laboratory Technician
Chemist
Civil, Electrical Engineer
Dentist
Ecologist
Electrical Engineer 
Environmental Control Officer
Food and Drug Inspector
Forensic Scientist
Forester
Geologist
Geophysicist
Licensed Practical Nurse
Registered Nurse
Advanced Practical Nurse
Manufacturing/Mechanical Engineer

Marine Ecologist
Mathematician
Medical Laboratory Technician
Metallurgist
Meteorologist
Nuclear Engineer
Nutritionist
Oceanographer
Optometrist
Pathologist
Pharmacist
Physician
Physical Therapist
Physicist
Podiatrist
Psychiatrist
Regulatory Affairs Specialist
Respiratory Therapist
Soil Conservationist
Surgeon
Surveyor
Teacher
Technicians
Veterinarian

AP Biology (AP) (UConn Biology 1107 & 1108)
1.25 Credit Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite: 3.33 QPA in Honors Biology and Honors Chemistry
University of Connecticut Approval for those seeking UConn 
credit. 
  A college level course designed to provide a foundation for 
more advanced university courses in biology and related sciences. 
Topics include molecular and cell biology, genetics, diversity of 
organisms, plant biology, animal physiology and behavior, ecol-
ogy and evolution. Students should be prepared to spend extra 
time both in and outside the laboratory on collection and research. 
The program is conducted in conjunction with the University of 
Connecticut which grants eight college credits to a student who 
successfully completes the program with a minimum grade of C.  
By taking the advanced placement exam students may be awarded 
either college credit or advanced placement depending upon the 
individual college involved.

Grade 10 students may elect this course after demonstrating suc-
cessful completion of  Biology Honors and with permission from 
their instructor, department coordinator.

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Science offerings.
What can I do with a major in Science?
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Botany Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Successful completion  Grades 10,11,12
of Biology
 Botany is a semester course designed for students who have 
successfully completed Biology and that have an interest in plants 
and/or careers based on plants.
 Botany is the study of plants, as such; this course will cover 
the biology of plants and their place the earth’s environment.  
The course will build on the principles of biology and physical 
science. Students will be involved with topics such as classifica-
tion, plant cells and tissue, seedless plants, seeded plants, plants 
and people, food plants, medical plants, plants and the economy, 
and plant interactions. The greenhouse will provide a hands on 
laboratory environment in which students are expected to be ac-
tive participants.  
 
Chemistry Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Honors or Academic 
Biology
Strongly Recommended:  Completion or concurrent enrollment 
in Algebra II.  2.33QPA in current math course
 This course is designed to provide the student with an over-
view of chemistry for the 21st century.  The course is built around 
unifying principles, that allow each student to develop the skills 
necessary to assess chemically related systems.  Both a theoretical 
and experimental framework will be developed throughout the 
year.  The theoretical framework developed in this course will 
be grounded in direct observation and inferences that are related 
to those observations.  Descriptive chemistry will be introduced 
throughout the year as it applies to theoretical rationale or labo-
ratory experiences.  The laboratory work involves quantitative 
measurements illustrating properties of different chemical systems 
and qualitative analysis that investigate the nature of chemical 
systems.  In the laboratory, students will gain experience with 
traditional laboratory exercises and be provided with opportuni-
ties to carry out novel investigation.  Throughout the course, 
students are provided opportunities to access information, work 
collaborative and develop critical thinking and problem solving 
skills.  Many of the topics covered in Honors Chemistry parallel 
the topics in Academic Chemistry.  Successful completion of either 
Chemistry course allows students to earn college careers pathways 
dual credit in the Occupational Child Care, Allied Health, or Ad-
vanced Compuer Applications Programs.  Successful completion 
of either course allows students to obtain their Performance 
Graduation requirement in the area of technology.

Matter and Changes Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Biology  Grade 11, 12
 Matter and Changes is an inquiry-based, semester course 
that provides students with a basic understanding of matter and 
the changes it undergoes as it relates to technical and industrial 
careers.  Matter and Changes is designed to provide a foundation 
for learning chemical processes that are used today and are being 
developed for the future.  The course involves gaining knowl-
edge of the properties of metals and chemicals that are relevant 
in numerous careers.  Matter and Changes includes such topics 
as:  chemical reactions, electrochemistry, and chromatography as 
they relate to real world situations.  The course explores different 
technology to assist in designing methods to solve problems.  Lab 
work will focus on acquiring an understanding of the material and 
presenting both qualitative and quantitative data. 

AP Chemistry  AP/ECE Level
1.25 Credit Grades 10, 11, 12
Prerequisites: 3.33 QPA in Honors Biology, Algebra I, Honors
Geometry I and Honors Algebra II or must be taken concurrently
 This course is designed to provide a foundation for more 
advanced college level courses in Chemistry and related sciences. 
this topics include atomic theory, chemical and physical behavior 
of gases, liquids, solids, and solutions, periodic trends, kinetics and 
thermodynamic properties of chemical systems. The laboratory 
work involves quantitative measurments illustrating the laws of 
chemical change, equilibrium in solutions and qualitative reaction 
of cations and anions. Students should be well grounded in Algebra. 
Whle this course will encompass all of the topics tested on the AP 
Chemistry exam, additional time will need to be devoted by the 
student outside of class to prepare for thie exam. By taking the 
advanced placement exam, students may be awarded either col-
lege credit or advanced placement depending upon the individual 
college involved and the score obtained. Successful completion 
allows students to obtain their Performance Graduation re-
quirements in the area of technology.     
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AP Environmental Science                    AP/ECE Level
1.25 Credits                               
Prerequisites: 3.33 QPA in Biology, Chemistry and Algebra II
 AP Environmental Science provides students with the scientific 
principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand 
the interrelationships of the natural world. Emphasis throughout 
the course will be on identifying and analyzing both natural and 
human impacts on the environment and the examination of potential 
solutions and alternative approaches to safeguarding our global 
resources through sustainable practices. Environmental aspects of 
biology, chemistry, geology, physics, economics, as well as the 
socio-political and ethical implications will be studied. Students 
are prepared for the Advanced Placement Environmental Science 
Examination, taken in May. By taking the exam, students may be 
awarded either college credit or advanced placement depending 
upon the individual college involved and the score obtained. Suc-
cessful completion allows students to obtain their performance 
graduation requirement in the areas of technology.

Environmental Science Academic Level 
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Honors or Academic Biology  Grades 11, 12
 This course is designed to examine the principles of ecology 
and human impact on our planet.  Topics include water and land 
pollution, ecotourism, global warming, endangered and invasive 
species, waste disposal and recycling.  Projects, activities and 
media research will be the major components of this course.  

Human Anatomy and Physiology  Honors Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Honors Biology Grades 11, 12
 Human  Anatomy and Physiology is a semester course designed 
for students who want to further their knowledge of the structure 
and function of the organ systems in the human body.  It builds 
on many of the concepts learned in biology and allows students to 
apply those principles to authentic life situations as they study the 
human body.  Students will learn more advanced laboratory skills 
and techniques.  Dissection with dignity is an integral part of the 
laboratory experience as students observe and relate the biological 
levels of organization to develop critical thinking skills.  Human 
Anatomy and Physiology will help prepare students to take more 
advanced courses in the medical and health related fields.  

Marine Biology Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Honors or Academic Biology Grades 11, 12
Recommended: Honors or Academic Chemistry
 This is a course for students interested in marine systems. 
Students will investigate the various components of marine eco-
systems through lectures, laboratory activities, field work and 
individual research projects. Field sites will include the estuary, 
salt marsh, sandy beach, and rocky shore. Additional sites may 
be included if the scope of student research so demands. 
  
Nanotechnology Academic Level
1/2 Credit                1  Semester

Grades 11, 12
 This interdisciplinary course will enable students to gain an 
understanding of rapidly advancing areas of science and technology 
that deal with the improvement of a certain process, procedure or 
product via an extremely small scale.  It will provide students with 
a broad understanding of basic sciences, engineering sciences, 
and information sciences in relation to the enormous potential 
and impact nanotechnology has to influence the way people live 
in the 21st century.

Physical Science                Honors or Academic Level
1 Credit Grade 9
 Physical Science provides students with a broad survey of the 
important principles of chemistry and physics.  Throughout the 
program, students will be exposed to a variety of hands-on learning 
activities designed to develop critical thinking skills, decision-
making skills as well as cooperative learning and basic research 
skills.  Emphasis is placed on developing the experimental process 
as outlined by the state expectations for successful completion of 
the CAPT test in science.  All students will be required to com-
plete a series of formal CAPT Laboratory experiences designed to 
reinforce major concepts and laboratory expectations.  Embedded 
Tasks of the Connecticut Core Science Curriculum Framework 
are included in the course.  Proper usage of laboratory equipment 
and safety protocol is an important component of each student's 
experience.  
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Advanced Placement (AP) Physics 1   AP/ECE Level
1.25 Credit Grade 11, 12 
Prerequisite: 3.33 QPA in Algebra II
 AP Physics 1 is designed to correlate to a first semester 
college course.  Students planning to pursue a career in health-
care, engineering, environmental sciences or earth sciences are 
encouraged to take this course.  AP Physics 1 is an inquiry based 
exploration of physics concepts including Kinematics, Newton's 
laws of motion, torque, rotational motion and angular momentum, 
gravitation and circular motion, work, energy, and power, linear 
momentum, oscillations, wave and sound, and an introduction to 
electric circuits.  Students will develop 21st century skills, including 
problem solving, and critical thinking, which is a major emphasis 
of the coursework.  This will be a laboratory-based class, where 
students will be designing and implementing their own experi-
ments to answer physics based questions.

Honors Physics Honors Level
1 Credit Grades 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Concurrent enrollment in Algebra II or higher 
mathematics
 Physics explains nature through a set of  physical laws.  These 
laws can explain various colors of the rainbow, the physics of 
sports, the way a musical instrument works and the way nuclear 
reactions take place.  Technological advances are results of ap-
plications of the laws of physics.  Students will be better able to 
answer the difficult questions that technology poses our society.  
Students will learn to develop 21st  century skills, particularly 
problem solving and critical thinking, which is the major emphasis 
of  the coursework, with some time applying those skills in the 
laboratory.  Topics will include cutting edge research areas, such 
as electronics, quantum mechanics, and nuclear  and atomic theory.  
Students will also partake in research projects where they will be 
tasked with an engineering challenge, where they will have to put 
those 21st century skills to the test.  Successful completion allows 
students to obtain their Performance Graduation requirement 
in the area of technology. 

Academic Physics Academic Level
1 Credit Grades 11, 12
 Physics allows students to make connections with what they see 
in nature.  The rules of nature explain why the earth is round, why 
the oceans and sky are blue, and why sunsets are red.  Similarities 
between baseballs and satellites, automobile crashes and roller 
coasters, light and sound waves will be discussed.  The curriculum 
is designed for an inquiry based experience.  Students will partake 
in many activities designed to stimulate classroom discussions. 
The class will focus on developing 21st century skills, particularly 
problem solving and critical thinking, which is the major emphasis 
of the coursework, with some time applying those skills in the real 
world as well as occasional lab experiences.  Students will conduct 
engineering research projects, including designing, building, and 
analyzing their own roller coaster.  The topics will be taught with 
mathematics as a guide to critical thinking. 

Forensic Science Academic Level
1/2 credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Successful completion of  Grades 11, 12
Biology and Chemistry or Matter and Changes
 This one-semester course is the integration and authentic ap-
plication of basic biological, physical and technological principles. 
The criminal justice system has been greatly impacted by recent 
advancements in scientific methods and applications to prove the 
guilt or innocence of a suspect. Students will use inquiry, problem 
solving and critical thinking skills to gain greater understanding 
of the science behind analysis of evidence. Topics of study will 
include DNA anaylsis, hair, fiber and glass analysis, fingerprinting, 
bloodstain patterns, ballistics, pathology and anthropology. Stu-
dents should have a strong interest in laboratory work particularly 
data collection and analysis. Students will also learn about career 
opportunities related to forensic science.
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Wellness Education

Wellness Education Teacher/Administrator
Physical Education Teacher/Administrator
Public Health Educator/Administrator
Athletic Administrator
Athletic Coach
Athletic Trainer
Fitness Instructor

Personal Trainer
Fitness Instructor
Recreation Leader
Sports Medicine
Physical Therapist

Core Concept #3
Stress Management

The intent of this concept is to enable students to identify 
the causes and effects of stress.  The focus will be on 
strategies for healthy management

Core Concept #4
Decision Making

The intent of this concept is to provide our students with 
the knowledge and skills to make healthy decisions.  The 
focus will be on age appropriate issues and concerns.

Core Concept #5  
Respect for Self and Others

The intent of this concept is to enable students to attain 
and maintain a positive self-image and respect differ-
ences in others.  The focus is to identify personal values 
and beliefs and recognize the diverse society in which 
they live.

 

Core Concept #1
Life Long Fitness

The intent of this concept is to provide our students with 
the foundation to attain and maintain a healthy lifestyle 
of physical fitness.  The focus will be on the five com-
ponents of physical fitness: Cardio-vascular endurance, 
muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility and 
body composition.

 

Core Concept #2
Nutrition

The intent of this concept is to provide our students with 
the knowledge that will empower them to make healthy 
eating choices.  The focus will be on the importance of 
proper nutrition as a sources of energy, body maintenance 
and repair, and disease prevention.

Philosophy
The philosophy of Newington High School Wellness Education Curriculum is to carry the Five Core Concepts 
throughout each student's three-year program.

The Five Core Concepts of Wellness Education

The Connecticut Career Clusters, their pathways, and 21st Century skills are integrated in Wellness Education offerings.
What can I do with a major in Wellness Education?
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Wellness Department Guidelines
• All students are required to dress appropriately for Wellness Education class with a change of clothing and 

appropriate footwear (sneakers).

• Students will not take more than one semester of Wellness Education in any given year unless needed to fulfill 
graduation requirements due to transferring from another school or for a medical exemption.

• Students who are medically excused for an extended period of time must provide a physicians note.

• Alternative activities or assignments will be provided for those students who are excused by a physician from 
certain activities or class work.

• Students who are not able to participate in class on a particular day within a unit, will have to the end of that 
same unit to make up the class work or class activity.

• Students who are absent from class will have two weeks to make up the activity or class assignment.

• Students, who have not attended class at the beginning of a semester for a period extending beyond the first 
progress report, will have to be rescheduled for Wellness Education the following semester.

Wellness I Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester

Grade 9
 The focus is to transition from physical education and health 
education to an all-inclusive program in Wellness Education.

Wellness II         Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Wellness I Grade 10
 The focus is to guide students to recognize their own wellness 
behaviors and become aware of healthy lifestyle changes.

Wellness III       Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisites: Wellness I and Wellness II Grades 11, 12
  The focus is to prepare students for the transitions from the 
more structured lifestyle of high school to one of greater indepen-
dence and personal responsibility with respect to their wellness 
choices.
 
Personal Fitness Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
Prerequisite: Wellness I, II and III Grade 11, 12
 Students enrolled will be expanding upon the personal fitness 
plans that are created in Wellness III & focusing on special 
topics in fitness including exploring current trends in exercise, 
skill development, conditioning, and strategies for various activi-
ties.  Additionally, students will investigate and explore possible 
career opportunities (allied health, fitness, phys. Ed., sport sciences 
recreation, etc.)

Health                                                                Academic Level 
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 11, 12
 This course is offered to transfer students who have not taken 
Wellness Education.  Students will study health and how the ar-
eas of Physical, Social and Mental Health affect their daily life. 
Topics covered may be stress, nutrition, maturation, infectious 
diseases, and substance abuse. Emphasis will be placed on student 
involvement. Skills in decision making and problem solving will 
be stressed.  Required for Graduation.

Global Health Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 To provide students with an introduction to public health issues 
on a global scale. Students will learn what disease is and investi-
gate how it impacts world populations. Students will learn about 
the relationship between health and socioeconomic development 
and how environmental, nutritional and behavioral risk factors 
impact or jeopardize health. Students will apply their learning to 
their own community.
*Pending Board Approval

Health and Medical Professions  Academic Level
1/2 Credit 1 Semester
No Prerequisite Grades 9, 10, 11, 12
 To introduce students to a broad spectrum of health careers. 
The course will include careers from five pathways: diagnostic 
services, therapeutic services, health informatics, support services 
and biotechnology research and development. This course will 
provide students with a rigorous academic program that will 
prepare them for success in post-secondary medical profession 
programs and strengthen students’ leadership skills.
*Pending Board Approval
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Courses
Art
Advanced Placement (Studio Art/2D Design) 
Cartooning/Intro to Animation
Ceramics
Creative Drawing
Digital Animation/Film I
Digital Animation/Film II
Digital Graphic Design I
Digital Graphic Design II
Drawing I
Drawing II
Foundations of Digital Media & Photography
Jewelry/Metal Design
Multi-Media Art History
Painting Media I
Painting Media II
Photography I
Photography II
Portfolio Preparation
Sculpture/3D Design

English
American Studies
American Voices
AP/ECE English Language & Composition
AP/UConn English Literature & Composition
British Literature 
Communications and Mass Media*
Creative Writing
Discovery of the Self in Literature*
Drama*
English 9 
English 10 
English 11 
English for Speakers of Other Languages
Journalism
Literature to Film*
Mark Twain's America*
Media Literacy*
Nobel Prize Authors
Poetry
Public Speaking
Shakespeare
The Feminine Perspective in Literature
The Teen Eye: Perspectives of the Young
 and the Restless*

Mathematics
Algebra I
Algebra II
AP Calculus AB
AP Calculus BC
AP Computer Science 
AP Statistics
Calculus
Discrete Math 
Geometry
Introduction to Computer Science
Pre-Calculus 

Music
Acting
American Music Studies
AP Music Theory
Chamber Choir
Instrumental and Vocal Music Lessons
Marching Band
Men's Chorus
Music History
Music Technology I
Music Technology II 

Music Theory I
Music Theory II
Musical Theater Workshop
Orchestra
Orchestra/Women's Choir Combo
Other Music Activities (Not weighted)
Piano Keyboard
Symphonic Band
Symphonic/Chorus Combo
Wind Ensemble
Women's Chorus

Newington High School Academy 
Programs
Advanced Baking & Pastry
AP Computer Science
Advanced Restaurant Management & 
 Culinary Arts
Business in a Global Economy
Cartooning/Intro to Animation
Computer Networking*
Computer Systems*
Cultures and Cuisines*
Database Design*
Digital Animation/Film I
Digital Animation/Film II
Digital Graphic Design I
Digital Graphic Design II
Early Child Dev. & NHS Preschool/College 

Career Dual Credit 
Entrepreneurship
Ethics in Business
Family Life 
Financial Planning*
Financial Services*
Foundations of Baking and Pastry
Foundations of Culinary Arts
Game Development I*
Game Development II*
Infant & Toddler Development and the NHS 

Infant/Toddler Center/College Career 
Dual Credit 

Intro to Business
Intro to Computer Science
Managerial Accounting
Microsoft Office MOS Certification*
Mobile App Development*
Occup. Child Care Coop. Work Study/ College 

Career Dual Credit
Principles of Accounting
Principles of Finance*
Principles of Hospitality and Tourism
Principles of IT
Service and the Art of Hospitality*
Sports, Entertaining and Event Planning*
Sport and Entertainment Marketing*
Vegetarian Delights*
Web Development

Science
AP Biology/UConn
AP Chemistry
AP Environmental Science
AP Physics
Biology
Botany
Chemistry
Environmental Science
Forensic Science
Human Anatomy and Physiology
Marine Biology
Matter and Changes
Nanotechnology
Physical Science
Physics

Social Studies
American Government & Citizenship
American Studies
AP Psychology
AP United States History
AP/ECE Modern Western Traditions/
 UCONN History 1400
Comparative Religions*
Constitutional Law*
Current Issues
Economics*
ESOL American Government & Citizenship
Faith & Culture*
Modern World History
Political Science*
Psychology
Sociology
The History of Your Life*
United States History
War and the Human Condition*

Wellness Education
Global Health*
Health
Health and Medical Professions*
Personal Fitness
Wellness Education I
Wellness Education II
Wellness Education III

World Languages
French I
French II
French III
French IV
French V AP
Italian I
Italian II
Italian III Academics
Italian III Honors
Italian IV
Latin I
Latin II
Latin III/IV Poetry
Latin III/IV Prose
Spanish I
Spanish II
Spanish III
Spanish IV
Spanish V AP  

*Pending Board Approval56



NOTICE 

 It is the policy of the Newington Board of Education that no individual 
shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or subjected 
to discrimination under any school program, including employment, because 
of race, color, sex, religion, age, national origin, sexual orientation, marital 
status, intellectual disability, learning disability and physical disability.  
Contact Dr. William C. Collins, Superintendent of Schools at 860-665-8610 
at the Newington Town Hall, 131 Cedar Street, Newington, if you have 
questions or concerns or believe that you or others are being discriminated 
against.


