James A. Shanks Middle School Band Department 

6th, 7th & 8th Grade

TIGER BAND 

 SYLLABUS 

 Fall Semester 2010

Stanley T, Norton, Director
Grading system:





Performance 40%

Participation, Playing and written test 60%


Description: Band class is designed for future musicians playing wind and percussion instruments. A heavy focus is on music theory, embouchure development and technique. Proper tone, intonation, rhythm and technique are stressed. After school rehearsals, at home practice, and performances are important to further development of the students playing ability. Students learn a wide variety of music. Attendance at 2011 summer band technique camp, after school rehearsals and performances is expected. At the end of the semester your child will be able to perform on an instrument with at least 80% accuracy, play in tempo with 80% accuracy and become well verse in the knowledge of their instrument. They will also have a basic understanding of music theory and history.

Musicianship Requirements 

1st year students will learn at least 4 scales, complete Essential Elements book 1 and perform a level 1 solo. 

2nd year students will learn at least 8 to 12 scales, complete Essential Elements book 1&2 and perform level 2&3 solos and music.

3rd year students will learn 12 scales, complete Essential Elements book 3 perform level 3&4  solo and music.

Topics Covered: tone production, intonation, technique, rhythm, balance, blending, expression, music theory, and some music history.  We will use the following methods to cover the topics: music theory work books, computers and theory activities, marching and or concert band music, rhythm sheets and scales. Written and playing assignments for the year will include music theory, quizzes, scales and instrumental playing tests.

Participation: Students will be required to participate in class daily.
Band Class Performance Requirement:

All band students earn extra credit for parades. However, some performances will be mandatory for all students. These performances include: Winter and Spring concerts and special school events. 

Homework assignments:

All written homework will come from the music theory workbook activities and will be assigned when needed as a reinforcement of concepts learned. Student will be responsible for turning in weekly practice logs.

Attendance: 

It is expected that you will attend every class and performance event throughout the year. If you must, for 

some compelling reason (severe sickness) miss class, you will need to provide documentation explaining 

your absence. According to school policy, work may not be made up without a signed note from your 

parent/guardian and/or doctor. Work that is not made up will be recorded as a zero. Absences will 

severely hinder your progress in this class as it will result in a zero (F) for your class participation grade 

for that day. Tardiness will result in reducing your class participation grade to a 60 (D) for that day. 

Students are responsible for all material covered in class whether they were present or not. Find a friend 

today, and get that individual’s phone number and/or e-mail address so that you can discuss classes that 

you may have missed. I will not use my time to review material presented in class. It is your 

responsibility to attend every class period.   

Uniform Attire: Each student will be able to rent or purchase the required uniform and accessories in order to participate in performances.  I will send home a list that will outline this year’s band attire. Parents who are not able to purchase needed items must participate in fundraisers to assist in the purchase of items needed.

Instrument Rental: The school will provide access to medium and large sized instruments when they are available. However, students who are assigned to medium and large sized instruments will be required to purchase their own mouthpiece and maintenance care kit.  Students who choose to play small sized instruments will be required to rent and or purchase them from available local and none local music stores. Additionally, we will host a Pick & Rent My Instrument Night September 2, 2010 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm in the band room for students to tryout and choose an instrument. However, prior to selecting an instrument, I will test students out to make sure we have an equal balance of instruments that are needed and what fits them best. 

Note: Once students have rented and or purchased their instrument, we will have after school technique rehearsals to enhance their playing. These rehearsals will prepare students for upcoming performances during the year. I will send home a detail rehearsal schedule that will outline times and location.

Music books and Materials needed:  Books can be purchased at the following music stores in Tallahassee: Music Masters(850).224.6158, Beethoven & Company (850) 894.8700 and Bush Music Store in Gadsden County.

· Essential Elements 2000 Book 1

· Alfred’s Music Theory Work Book 1

· Alfred’s Music Theory CD Rom (Optional for students who have access to a computer at home. This CD works well with the workbook and covers all of the written material from the workbook but in a fun and exciting way.) 

· 1 inch black three ring binder

· 100 plastic sheet covers

Items needed for band instruments: A detailed price list will be provided during the Pick & Rent My Instrument Night.

· Instrument Maintenance care kit (for brass and woodwind players)

· 2.5inch plastic reed (Woodwind players only)

· Mouthpiece (for brass players who use school owned instruments)

· Sticks, marching straps and Mallets (for percussion players) 
· Replacement heads for drums








James A. Shanks Middle School Band Department 

Discipline contract

BAND SYLLABUS Agreement

1. Take care of personal items before the tardy bell sounds

2. Be in your seat and quiet at the sound of the tardy bell

3. Remain seated at all times unless otherwise directed

4. Show respect to yourself and others(BULLYING WILL NOT BE TOLERATED)

5. Be prepared for class each day(bring pencils, pens, paper, homework folder, planner etc.)

6. Wait for the teacher to dismiss the class

Tardy policy:  Students who are not in their seat with their instrument and materials after the tardy bell rings will be marked tardy. 

Students not meeting expectations:

· 1st violation
Warning

· 2nd violation
Parent Conference

· 3rd violation
Referral to Administration 


Severe behavior problems will be referred directly to the administration.
Student’s Name:













(Parent) I have read and understand the policies of the James A. Shanks Middle School Band Department.  I agree to support my child in his/her participation in this course according to the information set forth in this syllabus. I agree to purchase items my child will need in order to be successful in the band program.

Print Name:




Sign:












                                   (Parent Signature)


                                         (Date)

Home phone number



Parent Cell# 

      Student Cell#_______________

Parent Email 











(Student)I have read and understand the policies of the James A. Shanks Middle School Band Department.  
I agree to abide by the policies set forth in this syllabus. I will return this form by tomorrow.

Print name: 




Sign:



             
            


                                                                     (Student Signature)

                             

                   

Student Class Schedule:

Period 1



Teacher:________________
Period 2



Teacher:________________

Period 3



Teacher:________________

Period 4



Teacher:________________

Period 5



Teacher:________________
Period 6



Teacher:________________
Period 7



Teacher:________________






