Bleckley County High School

 Information for Seniors – September 2007
· www.gacollege411.org

This is THE website for post-secondary education in Georgia.  Go ahead and create your account as soon as possible – you’ll be able to use this website from now through when you are accepted to college to find information on occupations, admissions testing, colleges, financial aid, scholarships, etc.   You will also apply for the HOPE scholarship/grant through this website.  Explore this website for tons of valuable information.

· Georgia Career Information System (GCIS)

If you are not sure what you want to do after graduation, you can find lots of great information to help you decide at www.gcic.peachnet.edu   You must log on with the user ID: bleckleychs  and password: gcis580   Once inside, you can find information on virtually any job or educational program that you can think of.  You should create a GCIS account so that you can save any information that you find there.   I specifically recommend the SKILLS Assessment and the Occupation Sort Classic for students who do not know what they want to do.  This is the best place to look for SCHOLARSHIPS (under Financial Aid Sort).  NOW is the time to use GCIS (or www.fastweb.com or www.scholarships.com) to locate and apply for scholarships.

· Tech Prep graduates are no longer required to take the SAT.  All two-year colleges (and a few four-year schools) in the state admit Tech Prep graduates based on their core high school gpa.  You must have a 2.2 core hsgpa to be admitted to these colleges. You do not need the SAT or ACT for admission to Technical Colleges.  The admission test for these colleges is the ASSET/COMPASS test.  All sophomores at BCHS take the ASSET test, so you have a set of scores already.  

· If you are College Prep, you should take the SAT twice. There are only a few more dates this year that seniors should consider.  Only test dates through November count for STAR student competition.
	Registration Deadline
	October 2
	October 30

	SAT Test Date
	November 3
	December 1*



* test given at Middle Georgia College
· To register online for the SAT or ACT, you must have a credit card.  You may also register through the mail – pick up a registration form in the Counselor’s Office.     

        SAT – register online at www.collegeboard.com           ACT – register online at www.act.org

· You may review for the SAT for free at www.collegeboard.com/satonlinecourseschool    To do so, you must pick up a card with a student access code from the Counselor’s Office.  There is no shortcut, but your scores will improve dramatically if you devote five or more hours to serious review.

· HOPE Grant and HOPE Scholarship

Remember, these are two completely different programs.  The HOPE Grant is for Georgia Technical Colleges and is awarded to every graduate regardless of GPA.  The HOPE Scholarship is for Georgia colleges and universities and is awarded based on core GPA (only academic classes count).  Tech Prep graduates must have a 3.2 core GPA to qualify as a freshman.  College Prep graduates must have a 3.0 core GPA to qualify as a freshman.  You must calculate a 4 point gpa – numerical gpa calculations are NOT used for HOPE purposes.

· College Admissions

We will host instant admissions for Middle Georgia College in January.  If you plan to apply to any 4-year colleges, you should do so before December 1st.  If it is a Georgia school, you can apply through www.gacollege411.org or through the college’s website.
· Scholarships

· Use GCIS (see information above) Financial Aid Sort to search for scholarships.  Make sure you check the deadlines and select those scholarships that are best suited for you.

· You will get instructions for filling out a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and applying for HOPE around February 1st (You must have your parents’ and your 2007 tax information in order to fill out the FAFSA). All seniors will apply online for the HOPE grant/scholarship before graduation.

· All seniors will receive a Local Scholarship Application around March 1st.

