Beloved: Biblical Allusions

“So faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”—St. Paul

This list of allusions is not in chronological order, nor is it a comprehensive list.  Find more Biblical allusions and add them to this list.  Write down the specific allusion and page number from Beloved that corresponds to these references.  How does the use of the Bible as literature impact the meaning of the text?  What do you gain as a reader by knowing the reference?

1.  The novel opens with the following inscription:


I will call them my people,


Which were not my people;


And her beloved,


Which was not beloved.



Romans 9:25

This reference comes from the Epistle to the Romans, a book of the New Testament written by Paul.  As he prepares to visit Rome, he sends a letter stating his beliefs.  He discusses the nature of God’s relationship with humanity and focuses on the sovereignty of God.  He also raises the problem of the justice of God, power mixed with mercy, even if it leads to problems.  This chapter, despite its examination of the evils on earth, ends on a note of reconciliation.  The following verse reads as follows, “And it shall come to pass, that in the place where it was said unto thee, Ye are not my people; there shall they be called the children of the living God”  (Romans 9:26).  See also Romans 1:22, 23.

2. Loaves and Fishes

This line is used to describe Baby Suggs’ feast for the others in the community.  This allusion comes from Matthew 15-15, Mark 6, and Luke 9.  They all mention the miracle of Jesus feeding the thousands with five loaves of bread and two fish.

3. The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse

When Schoolteacher comes to get Sethe, Morrison describes the group as “four horsemen.”  The Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse are described in Revelations 6.  The chapter tells of a scroll in God’s right hand that is sealed with seven seals.  When the first four of these seals are opened, four horsemen appear.  

And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto him: and he went forth conquering and to conquer.

And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see.  And there went out another horse that was red: and power was given him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.

And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.  And I heard a voice in the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine.

And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see.  And I looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him.  And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth.  Revelations 6: 2—8

See also Revelations 7, in which the four angels appear.  Specifically, 7:17.

4. Lot’s Wife

When Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed, Lot’s wife was warned not to look back.  When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, ‘Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of the city.’  But he lingered; so the men seized him and his wife, and his two daughters by the hand, the Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him forth and set him outside the city.  And when they had brought them forth, they said,’ Flee for your life; do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley; flee to the hills lest you be consumed.” Genesis19:15-17.  Lot’s wife behind him looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.  Genesis 19:26.

5. Pride

Pride goes before destruction and a haughty spirit before a fall.  Proverbs 16:18

6. The Spirit is Willing

Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.  Matthew 26:41

7. Sufficient Unto The Day

Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.  Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.  Matthew 6: 34

8. Don’t Study War No More

And they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  Isaiah 2: 4

Hope has two beautiful daughters.  Their names are anger and courage; anger at the way things are, and courage to see that they do not remain the way they are. –St. Augustine

Additions:

