Chemical Reactions

· A chemical reaction is the process by which one or more substances are changed into one or more different substances.

· The original substances are the reactants and the resulting substances are known as the products.

· A chemical equation represents, with symbols and formulas, the identities and relative amounts of the reactants and products in a chemical reaction. 

· The law of conservation of mass must be satisfied in any chemical equation-equal numbers of atoms on both sides of the equation

Ex: CH4(g) + 2O2(g) → CO2(g) + 2H2O(g)

How do I know if a chemical reaction has taken place?

     a) Heat and light is released

     b) Gas is produced

     c) Precipitate is formed

     d) Color change

