INTRODUCTION TO DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

NETWORKING PROPOSAL
Georgia Performance Standard:  IT-IDT-6:  Explore and explain the basic components of computer networks.
The owner of a floral shop would like you to design a network for a small company.  You will need to choose a server, client computers, peripherals, media, and software for the shop’s needs.

There are only five employees who are all local users, but they receive orders from customers through a Web site and e-mail.  The owner has limited funds and does not think her networking needs will change for at least three years.

In small groups, prepare a network design proposal that could be given to the shop’s owner.  Use the information learned in this unit to develop that proposal which should include:
a. Research and choose which hardware and software to propose to the client.  Make sure to include in the proposal the different types of hardware (server, desktop computers, laptops, peripherals, and media), software along with costs.  Remember to include any networking hardware (routers, hubs, wiring, etc.).
b. Determine which architecture(topology) to propose and why.

c. Provide a diagram of the layout with the proposal.
d. Create a written proposal to present to the client.

e. Prepare a presentation for the client.  You may choose your presentation method (PowerPoint, Prezi, etc.).

Additional information to think about:
The owner only has $5,000 to use for the network.

Not all employees need a computer because some will be designing floral arrangements while others are on the computer.  The computers should come with the latest Windows Operating System along with Microsoft Office and Internet Explorer.  The computer should also have writeable DVD drives so they can burn CDs and DVDs for client presentations.  The computer for the front desk area should be a laptop computer that can be put out of site at closing time.  The other computers can be either desktop or laptop.

The owner would like to have two printers available (one near the front counter and one near the desk area.  She would also like the latest Windows Operating System along with Microsoft Office and Internet Explorer on all computers.  
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