Photography Syllabus
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Course Description
Photography deals with the basic principles, techniques, and processes of photography. Students will learn the fundamentals of working with manual, 35mm digital cameras to shoot assignments dealing with a variety of subject matter and compositional considerations. Students will explore technical, vocational and creative approaches to photography.
MATERIALS NEEDED:
1. Signed Syllabus, Signed Camera Check-Out Form, All other signed forms
2. SD Memory Card will be used with Nikon D40 or D60 Cameras 
* This will be used to hold the students digital photographs.  This type of memory storage device is very common and can be found at most retail stores.  3-4 GB preferred. 

You can purchase your own or check one out from the class.  Students that check one out may be required to share with another student.

3. 35 mm style Digital Camera with Manual Settings.
If you do not have your own camera, for check-out, a limited amount of cameras.  If you are not able to provide your own camera, you will be able to use a class camera but will, most likely, have to share the camera with another student.  This will take a lot of cooperation and a great amount of organizational time management skills. For example: When the camera is in your care, you will use your SD card, when it is turned over to the other student, they will use their SD card.

4. $10.00 Photography Supply Fee
*This class is very costly and uses a LOT of ink and photography paper as well as other materials.  Your fee will be used for materials for this class and your student this semester.

Course Objectives
By the end of the course, students should be able to:
· Effectively critique in writing and orally photographic work.
· Properly care and operate basic functions of 35mm camera.
· Demonstrate and apply an understanding of selected photographic vocabulary.
· Apply design concepts and various compositional considerations to their original photographic images. 
· Demonstrate care, efficiency, and safety in use of cameras, supplies and equipment. 
· Constructively critique and assess their work and the work of others. 
· Demonstrate a knowledge and familiarity with the history of photography and the work of well-known photographers.
Course Description
*TEST:  There will be test given over given topics such as History of Photography, Successful Photographers Unit, vocabulary and parts of the camera.

*Photo Assignments: specific photo assignments will be given along with a corresponding DEADLINE.
*Development  of photo portfolio

*Image Files: Students will be responsible for developing a folder of found images that are appealing to YOU.  This task is to help you develop a good eye for photography.  Being able to recognize a good photograph is step one.  Step two is being able to understand why it is a good photograph.  Step three is then using that knowledge to plan and take good photographs.
*Daily Grade Assignments:  These are daily grades and if you are late to class or absent, this grade will be a zero UNLESS the tardy or absence is excused.
*Make-Up Work: Please see me as soon as you return to class from being absent to discuss any make-up work needed.  This is your responsibility.
*Extra Help: Always feel free to come to me if you feel like you need extra help.  I want you to succeed.
*Assessment: Student progress will be assessed using a variety of techniques.  Written assessments, direct observation and verbal assessments will all be used.
Grading Policy: The following is the grading scale to be used in all courses.
· A  90-100

· B   80-89

· C   74-79

· D   70-73

· F    69 and below

Grades will be earned in the following categories and weighted accordingly:

· Photo Assignments 50%

· Participation 20%

· Image File 20%

· Quizzes/Tests 10%

	Photo Assignments, unless otherwise noted via assignment-specific rubric, will be graded as follows:
· Following Directions 20%

· Composition/Quality/Design 30%

· Effort 50%

Merely turning in a project on time will not earn you an “A”.  Your effort: time worked, attention to detail and thoughtful planning, are weighted heavily when it comes to the grade you earn. Counts 50%.
*Participation  will be graded on how well you listen during instruction time, work during class assignments, participate during group/critique time and put away equipment during clean up time. Counts 20%.
Image Files:  Approximately, once a week, we will spend time developing your image file.  What that means is that you will spend time on your chromebook, locating great photographs that are interesting to YOU.  You should pick photographs that you find most interesting photographically.  2. Snapshot the screen or make a copy of the image and save to your desktop, changing the “icon” name to the name of the photographer and title of photograph. 3.  Then put this photograph on a word doc. On the word doc, just below the photo, type the name of the photographer and title of photograph.    4. Using the D.A.I.J. Steps to Critique, write about this image, describing each one,  using photographic terms, and reasons for your choice.  Upload this photo to your image file “Assignment” in Google Classroom.  Each week you will receive a grade for this image, as well as a mid-term grade and end-of-term grade for the cumulative file of images.  Counts 20%.
EACH DAY…

BELL:  Come to class ON TIME.  You should be IN your seat when the bell rings.  School tardy policy applies.

BEGINNING OF CLASS:  Enter quietly and get started on your morning warm up which is your daily folder of images.
REMAIN IN THE CLASSROOM:  Always remain in the classroom unless instructed otherwise. There are photo assignments when you will be allowed to go out into the school to take photographs.  This is not a socialization time and conversations should not be carried out in the hallways.  You must pay close attention to the boundaries given and always abide within these boundaries and you must always return to class at the time designated.  This is a responsibility issue as well as a safety issue.
INSTRUCTION:  During the lesson be respectful to teacher and your classmates by listening and by not disturbing others.

PHOTO SHOOTS:  Remain with the group when we go on photo walks and conduct your behavior in an appropriate manner at all times.  You are representing our school whether on or off campus and if anyone should choose to behave in a manner not appropriate while on a photo walk, photo shoots will be drastically limited.

I’M FINISHED:  If you finish an assignment before others, you will use this time to:

· Clean up and put away – PRIORITY

· Work on your folder of images.
· Read from a book.
· Work independently on self-directed photo assignments after discussing with me.

TALKING:  During PHOTO SHOOTS and STUDIO TIME, talking quietly will usually be permitted, HOWEVER, if repeated reminders about the noise level have to be given, this privilege WILL BE REVOKED.

BATHROOM PASS:  Sign out on the board and then take the pass.  When you return, erase your name and return the pass to the hook.  You must sign out AND take the pass. 

END OF CLASS:  Put away equipment, materials and clean up.  Class will not be dismissed until these tasks are done.  STAY IN YOUR SEATS UNTIL THE BELL, AND THEN I WILL DISMISS YOU.  DO NOT LINE UP AT THE DOOR.
BELL:  Do not exit class until DISMISSED BY THE TEACHER.

OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME:  During school hours DO NOT COME TO THIS ROOM any time other than your class time unless we have talked and prearranged for you to do so.
Classroom Expectations

Be Respectful

· Respect yourself by behaving in an appropriate manner.

· Respect your classmates by being courteous, kind, and honest and at all times well-mannered.
· Respect the classroom and equipment by using care, cleaning up & not being destructive.

· Respect your teachers by following directions, not talking during instruction time, talking quietly when permitted and doing your work.  ***Substitute Teachers INCLUDED! ***

· Respect the media, photography, by doing your very best at all times.

Be Prepared

· Be ready to work.

· Always bring your pencil, creativity and a GREAT ATTITUDE!
· DO NOT BRING weapons, toys, food, soft drinks, foul language, arguments, aggressive behavior or disrespect to this class.

Be ON TIME

School Tardy Policy will be enforced.

ALL other school rules ALWAYS apply including School Dress Code and Cell Phone/Electronics Policy.

CONSEQUENCES/DISCIPLINE (not necessarily in order)

· Verbal Warning

· Loss of photographic privileges during class time.
· Bookwork

· Call Home

· Office Referral
****Encourage responsible and accountable actions.  The more responsible you are and your classmates are, the more opportunities you will have. ****
WHAT YOU CAN EXPECT FROM ME

· An over-abundance of encouragement and praise

· A safe classroom where all students are welcomed and respected
· A standards-Based Curriculum full of fun and exciting projects!
· A ZERO TOLERANCE to inappropriate behavior such as:

· bad language

· disrespectful actions toward your classmates or teacher

· leaving class without permission and pass

· destructive actions

· wasting materials

· not doing your part for clean up
I am sending home a hard copy of the following form.  In the event that it is lost, please print and bring in by deadline.
***SEE BACK PAGE FOR IMPORTANT FORMS

THAT NEED TO BE SIGNED AND TURNED IN***
ALL FORMS and FEES BELOW are DUE by MONDAY, August 14, 2017.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please sign and date below confirming that you have read and you understand the SYLLABUS for Photography class.
Student Signature _________________________________________ Date __________________

Please sign and date below, confirming that you have read and understand the syllabus for Photography class and know that you can access a copy of this syllabus at any time on my teacher webpage.
Parent email address:__________________________________ 
Parent Signature ___________________________________________ Date ___________________

_______I have included the $10.00 Photography Fee in the form of (circle one) cash or check#
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please sign, date and return PHOTOGRAPHY CLASS WALKING FIELD TRIPS PERMISSION FORM                   (In the event of a walking field trip into downtown Ringgold – This is not a guarantee of trip)
My son/daughter _______________________________ has my permission to go on walking photo tour field trips off campus with the photography class and teacher for the purpose of taking photographs to be used in photography class.  I understand that students will be instructed to stay with the group at all times and to behave in a manner appropriate as they will be representing Ringgold High School as well as themselves.  I also understand that if at any time my son/daughter chooses to behave in an inappropriate manner or separates from the group, they will no longer be eligible to participate in photo walks with the class.  In the event of an emergency, I authorize RHS faculty to seek medical attention and treatment.
Parent/Guardian Signature : __________________________________________________ Date:___________________  Parent Contact Cell Phone Number:_____________________________
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please sign, date and return PHOTOGRAPHY CAMERA/EQUIPMENT CHECK-OUT PERMISSION FORM.
Your son/daughter has elected to check out a camera from the Ringgold High School Photography class.  During this semester, they will be responsible for the safe care and return of their camera. Please complete the form below.

I     (circle one)    DO     DO NOT    give permission for my child _______________________________ to check out a camera for use in the Photography class at Ringgold High School.  I understand that my child is responsible for the safe return of this camera.  I also understand that the camera is for use with this class and is subject to inspection at any time.  I, AS THE PARENT, take ALL FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY for the loss or damage of this camera while my child has it on loan from the school.

Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________ Date________________

Student Signature_______________________________________ Date_________________________

	


