“Ozymandias”: Imagery and Irony



Name:____________________________________ 

Imagery is the descriptive language used in literature to re-create sensory experiences. Imagery enriches writing by making it more vivid, setting a tone, suggesting emotions, and guiding readers’ reactions.


Irony is the general name given to literary techniques that involve surprising, interesting, or amusing contradictions.

DIRECTIONS: Read the sonnet “Ozymandias” and answer the questions below.

Ozymandias*
By Percy Bysshe Shelley
I met a traveler from an antique land
Who said: Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert… Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed;
And on the pedestal these words appear:
“My name is Ozymandias, king of kings;
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and despair!”
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay
     Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare
     The lone and level sands stretch far away.
* Ozymandias is the Greek name for Ramses II, an Egyptian king who ruled during the thirteenth century BC and figures in the biblical story of Moses. He sponsored ambitious building projects and called for huge statues of himself to be built.
1. Circle all words and phrases used to describe the statue, then underline words and phrases to describe the setting. In your own words, describe the statue and its surroundings.
2. Describe the speaker in the poem. 

3. Find three significant examples of imagery in the poem and describe the purpose of each.

1.
2.

3.

4.   What is the meaning of this poem? How does the poet use irony to convey this meaning? Use examples from the text.
