Macbeth Essay Assignment

Now that you have read and analyzed the play, you will write an analytical essay on Macbeth. The essay is worth 100 points and will be the last major writing assignment of the 1st 8 weeks.
Your essay should be a response to one of the following prompts:
1. Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s most dynamic tragic heroes. Analyze his character. (You can think about the significance of his experience, what he represents, examine his mental deterioration, etc.)
2. Lady Macbeth is one of Shakespeare’s most powerful female characters. Analyze her character. (You can think about the significance of her experience, what she represents, her influence on her husband, her attraction to the supernatural, etc.)

3. The supernatural plays an important role in Macbeth. To what extent does it motivate Macbeth’s actions? (Consider the witches, LMB’s spirits, MB’s hallucinations, etc.)
4. Macbeth presents many themes for analysis. Utilizing your theme tracker, discuss how your theme developed throughout the play.

Choose the prompt that you have the most ideas/answers for and you are ready to create your thesis statement. THE THESIS STATEMENT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR ESSAY. Everything that you write in your essay is connected back to your thesis so it needs to be strong. 
For example:
In the play Macbeth by William Shakespeare, Lady Macbeth is the driving force in the action and the outcome of the play. The factors that contribute to her powerful role are her own ambition to become queen, the influence she has over her husband, and her connection to witchcraft.

Requirements
· Your essay must present a clear and arguable thesis statement, which must be underlined.
· Your essay must be at least four paragraphs long. You are in Honors; you do not have to follow the formulaic five-paragraph essay. 
· You must have three primary source quotes (from Macbeth) to support your thesis. You must cite your sources using parenthetical citations and a Works Cited page.
· Your essay must be typed and follow MLA formatting (example on my webpage).

· Your essay must be submitted via Google Docs (share with me) or an email attachment (jillswanson@cook.k12.ga.us) on Monday, February 27th by 11:59pm.
· Students caught plagiarizing will be given a ZERO for the assignment (QUIZ GRADE).  The teacher will notify the administration and contact parents if cheating / plagiarism is suspected.

