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Cook County Middle School  

2017-2018:  8th Grade Physical Science

Team: 8 Gold


Teacher:  Mr. Jonathan McDaniel
Daytime Phone 229-549-5999


Email: jonathanmcdaniel@cook.k12.ga.us    
Website: http://cms.cook.k12.ga.us/
Course Overview

This course is designed to familiarize the student with fundamental principles of Physical Science.  Topics of study will include:
1) Nature of Science
2) Energy 
3) Force/Mass/Motion 
4) Matter
Required Materials Everyday:    
 
1. Pen or pencil



2. Science Notebook : Loose leaf paper in binder with 3 dividers.  One section for class notes, another section for articles, another section for vocabulary and the last section for graded papers.


3.  Highlighters/Markers/Colored Pencils: These materials will be available for students to borrow in class; however, we will use these frequently.  Purchasing these items for your student will ensure they have exactly what they want to use during notebook and project designs. 
4. Earbuds
	Go to   http://cms.cook.k12.ga.us/    

Click on “Faculty and Staff Websites” Click on “McDaniel, J”




CLASS WEBSITE          

Grading System
Students are evaluated by various activities throughout each grading period.  The types of assignments are averaged and weighted by the following:

Test Average: >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
40%


Classwork/ Daily/ Quizzes/ Labs etc…>>>>>>>>>>>
60%
Make-up Policy
STUDENTS will be responsible for make-up work for excused absences. Upon return to school, students have three (3) days to turn in assignments.
Late Work Policy
All assignments are due at the time of collection.  Late work is not accepted.  All classwork is to be completed and turned in within the time allotted. Classwork will not be allowed to be taken home for completion; exceptions will be given on an individual basis for documented reasons within the student’s permanent record.
On-line Gradebook
When checking your student’s grades on-line you may see some abbreviations instead of a grade.  These symbols have the meanings:


“ex”- excused- this assignment will not count in the average
“nr” – not received- this assignment was not turned in at the time it was due with no reason of an excused absence and will be averaged as a zero

“m” –missing -  this assignment was not turned in at the time it was due because of an absence   and will be averaged as a zero until the make-up work is received, then the “m” will be replaced with the earned grade.  After 3 days upon return from the absence, if the make-up work has not been received, the “m” will be replaced with an “nr” and cannot be replaced.
The Science Lab
Our philosophy as a science department is that science lessons are best learned in a hands-on setting; however labs are expensive and time consuming.  In order for lab days to be beneficial and safe for all, students must adhere to specific lab procedures.  If students fail to follow set lab procedures, alternate assignments will be used in place of the lab setting to teach the same content.  
	EXPECTATIONS
Be prepared for class

Be respectful

Be on task

	CONSEQUENCES

    
  



Warning 

Student/Teacher(s) conference/ Demerits given
Friday time lost

Parent Contact and/or Office Referral*, **


	* Parent contact will be made for repeat offenses.

** Repeat behavior problems will result in a behavior contract and a “U” in conduct on report card.

** Severe/Automatic Office Referral = fighting, defiance, disrespecting teacher, etc…


Hours Available

My daily planning period begins at 1:45pm.  I can be reached by phone during this time (549-5999) or for a conference.  Appointments for conferences can be made with Mrs. Coleman in the CMS front office (549-5999). 
This syllabus may be modified at this teacher's discretion to better suit the needs of the students in accordance with their abilities.  Course changes will be made available on the class website.
(Detach, sign, and return the form below)

I have read and understood the course description, requirements, rules, and consequences listed in the course syllabus for Mr. McDaniel 2017-2018 Physical Science class.

_______________________________________



________________________________________

Parent








Student
