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Dear Senior:

Welcome to your senior year! It's hard to believe we are so close to wrapping up your high
school career. Your senior year will be very exciting. It will also be extremely busy. The
teachers and stafl at Gordon Central High School will do all they can to help you reach this
major milestone but you must stay focused. May 31, 2016 will be here before you know it. You
will be walking across that stage on the football field at Ratner Stadium at Gordon Central High
School to receive the diploma you have worked so hard to earn. Your family and friends will be
so proud!

We have put this Senior Guide together to help you navigate your senior year. The information
you will find here is very beneficial. The Senior Guide will help you answer those questions
most seniors have and give you advice on preparing for life after your leave Gordon Central.
Combine this guide with your teachers, Mr. Wood, Mr. Angland and the GCHS administration
and you should have no trouble putting together the best year of your life.

This will be a very exciting year that you will look back on the rest of your life with fond
memories, if you take care of your business and keep your eyes on the finish line. You have
been in school for the majority of your life and will now be at that point in your life that you get
to decide what's next. Some will go on to college or technical school, some will join the
military, some will need to go to work and some of you will look around and have no idea what
to do next. Regardless of your situation, you will have some major decisions to make that will
impact you the rest of your life, Just remember that there are those around you that want nothing
but the best for you. If you have questions about “what | am going to do next,” talk to your
teachers, friends, and family and create your plan. Start working towards meeting those dreams
that everyone has and make the most of this most exciting time in your life. | wish you the best
this year and if [ can do anything to help you, please don't hesitate to come and talk to me. Good
luck this year and always remember, WE ARE GC!!!!

spectively,

—————




Important Dates for GCHS Seniors

FALL SPRING
Auqgust January
10 TBA 2-4 Holiday Break
10-23 SLO Prdest 5-19 SLO Prdest
10 Report Cards
September 21 SAT Test Date
1516 6 Weeks Benchmarks
10 ACT Test Date February
12 Probe Fair @ Brown Conference Cen| 11 ACT Test Date
Cartersville, GA 16-17 6 Weeks Benchmarks
20 Report Cards 20-21 Winter Break
20 Senior Parent Meetiriginancial Aid Nigh{ 23 Report Cards
22 Jostens Senior Meet_ing March
29 Order Day for GraduatioQ -
Announcements, Cap & Gown 11 SAT Test Date
30 Homecoming Dance 16 Delivery Day, Graduation
Announcements, Cap & Gown
October 23 Delivery Day, Graduation
3-7 Fall Break Announcements, Cap & Gown
7 SAT Test Date 30-31 12 Weeks Benchmarks
13 Order Day for Graduation -
Announcements, Cap & Gown Aprl
22  ACT Test Date 3-7  Spring Break
12 Report Cards
November 8  ACT Tedate
3 Last ChanceOrder Day for Graduatien| 25 Senior ClasSraduationMeeting
Announcements, Cap & Gown TBA Prom
34 12 Weeks Benchmarks
May
5 SAT Test Date 1 EOG Begin
8 Report Cards 5 Six Flags Grad Night
11 Applyto-College Day 112 SLO PosTest
21-25 Thanksglvmg Break 6 SAT Test Date
29 EOCs Begin
TBA Senior Picture Rikes
December
5 SAT Test Date
1-16 SLO Postest
12-14 End of Pathway Assessments
13 EOCs End
10 ACT Test Date
1516 Final Exams
21-30 Holiday Break

15
1517
18

19
22
30

EOCs End
End of Pathway Assessments
Senior Parade/Luncheon,
Last Day foEXEMPBeniors
Senior Final Exams
Senior Honors Night
Graduation Practicé@ 12:30
Graduation @ 8:00




College/Career Planning Calendar
SENIOR YEAR THINGS TO DO

Auqust-December

Check withMr. Wood or Mr. Anglando see if you are on track to graduate and meet your post
high school plans/goals. Check on your credits, and your GPA (for college applications and
scholarship information).

If you plan on aending a fouyear college or university, you should plan on takimg SAT
and/or ACT in the Fall. Sign up online and on time so yowmateharged a late

fee. The Gordon Central High School Code is1105%3. It is very important to include this code in
order forour school to receive your results and pl#oemon your transcript.The SAT includes a Writing
Section.The ACT has it as an option. It is your responsibility to checkyour college choices foreh
requirements and test score range.

Prepare your resume. Work on your cover letter. This information will be neededequeting
letters of recommendation amdhen completing scholarship applications.

Ask at leasthreepeople to be your references that would be willing to vieitters of
recommendations for you for college or scholarship applications and jobs. Yohawastour
resume updated and ready to give to these people.

Attend theProbeCollegeFair at the Brown Conference Center in Cartersville, @ASeptember
12. This is yourchanceo personally meet with admission counsefoosn colleges and
universities not only from Georgia but from all over th& Take advantage afis opportunity
to learn about the variouslleges in attendance.

Attend SeniorParent Meetindrinancial Aid Nighton SeptembeR0. We will cover the college
selection and application process in det®#e will have a representative from the Georgia
Student Finance Commission who veifleakaboutthe FAFSA and various sources of Financial
Aid.

~ Attend AApply to Col |l e g@CHBmpNavemtharll. iApplytot he s c't
between three and facolleges/universitie including at leastne local college.

Keep track of your deadlinesCollege applications (mainly four year colleges) should be
completed at leag-3 weeks before the deadlines. If there is a section for your counselor to
complete, giveMr. Wood ample timéo get this done for you.

When applying for college, you must 9de Woodand request for your transcript to be sent to
the school. Transcripequests mugie submittedn a timely manner.

Begin researching scholarships. Look at the financial aid pages on the welb thieesolleges
youwantto attendMost col |l eges have Ainstitutional o
GCHSwiill post national, statandlocal scholarships on our counseling web site as they are
received. You may also stop by the counseling office periodically to see if thereyarevan
scholarships availabkndto pick upcopies ofapplications.

If you are an athlete who plans to participate in sports at the college level, you will need to register
and pay a feeo the NCAA Clearinghouse

(http://webl.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA EMS/NCAA.jspnd/or theNAIA Clearinghouse
(http://www.playnaia.org/ Be sure to bring the necessary forms to your counselmrmplete

Calculate youHOPE GPAto see if you are eligible for the HOPE Scholarship.
If you are interested in the militariglk to your recruiter about the ASVAB

Continue active involvement in extcarricular activities sports, clubs, etc.


http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp
http://www.playnaia.org/

January/February

Write thankyou notes to those people who wrote evaluations oenmeeendations foyour
college applications.

Make certain you have ordered or purchased everything you need for gradiakoe are
specific dress code requirements for graduation, so be familiar with those.

Keep working hard in school as attllege admissions are granted tentatively pending
satisfactory completion of your senior year. Collegesectto see that you are working hard all
the waythrough.D o n @éopardjzeyou future by giving anything less than your best effort during
your erire senior year.

Apply for all scholarships for which you are eligible.

When completing scholarship packets, request your tranganiptMr. Wood Let Mr. Wood
know if he needs to mail.i Keep track of your deadlines. Keep copies for yéles.

Pass all of your classesYou must @rn 26or more credits for graduation.
Check your coll egeds minimum GPA requirement

Attend school classes regularly (unexcused abs&ioeslisciplinary actions may take awggur
privilegeof participating in the graduation ceremdriiake wisechoices.

March/April

You will begin receiving your letters of admissions/acceptance from colleges. Evaluate your
choices with your parents.

You will be receiving your financial aid packages from colleges. Any questia@moerns about
the package, call the Financial Aid office at the college. Discuss the choibggur parents and
make the BIG decision together.

Respond to colleges befdtee deadliné wi t h a AYESO youdre attendi
Colleges like to hear back from you, no matter what your decision

Inform Mr. Angland when you are accepted to a college. He will make a copy of your acceptance
letterand postitiour ACol | ege Bound Seniorso display.

Inform Mr. Wood of your final collegelecision, so he can send that college your Final
Transcripts.

Inform Mr. Woodwhen scholarships (colleges and/or others) are awarded to you.irBtirey
letter anchewill makea copy of it for documentation purposes.



2016-17 SAT/ACT TESTING DATES

SAT Cost- $45.00

sat.collegeboard.org

Test Date: Octoberl, 2016
Deadline for Registration: September2, 2016
Late Registration Deadline: Septembed 6, 2016

Test Date:November5, 2016
Deadline for Registration: October 7, 2016
Late Registration Deadline: October 21, 2016

Test Date:December3, 2016
Deadline for Registration: November4, 2016
Late Registration Deadline:November18, 2016

Test Date:January 21, 2017
Deadline for Registration: December 3, 2016
Late Registration Deadline:January 6, 2017

Test Date:March 11, 2017
Deadline for Registration: February 10, 2017
Late Registration Deadline:February 24, 2017

Test Date:May 6, 2017
Deadline for Registration: April 7, 2017
Late Registration Deadline:April 21, 2017

Test Date:June 3, 2017
Deadline for Registration: May 5, 2017
Late Registration Deadline:May 19, 2017

ACT Cost-$42.50

www.actstudent.org

Test Date: Septemberl0, 2016
Deadline for Registration: August 7, 2016
Late Registration Deadline:August 19, 2016

Test Date:October 22, 2016
Deadline for Registration: September16, 2016
Late Registration Deadline:September 30 2016

Test Date:December D, 2016
Deadline for Registration: November4, 2016
Late Registration Deadline:November18, 2016

Test Date:February 11, 2017
Deadline for Registration: January 13, 2017
Late Registration Deadline:January 20, 2017

Test Date: April 8, 2017
Deadline for Registration: March 3, 2017
Late Registration Deadline:March 17, 2017

Test Date:June 10, 2017
Deadline for Registration: May 5, 2017
Late Registration Deadline:May 19, 2017




Game Day Plan for the SAT

,2dz2Q@S 0SSy LINKOQR deyS ZKSYZYEKF@NJ 2dzQNB FSStAy3a 02y
up a little later, lost in an endless succession of YouTube videos. The next morning your eyes feel as though
someone put 3@ound sandbags on them. You barely getup intime an- NBy QG S@Sy FofS G2
breakfast. 10v A y dzi S& Ay (2 (GKS Saaleé e&2dz NBFIftATS GKNBS GKAY
F SELX SGAGSH LQY sNAGAYy3TID

LS Fff O GKEFEG LINBLI dzld Ay &add2plas Sobrfideiniatis? Wel alsinitak Ry Qi F
morning happens to millions of students across the country every time the SAT rolls around. Here are a few ways
to avoid getting caught unprepared.

w {GFNI F2Ay3 G2 atSSLI LG I NBlFraz2yrotS K2dzNJ I FSg |

K22aS | GAYS (GKFdG oAttt 3IAGS @2dz 62dzi y K2dzNER 2F &
AGd FYyR adGFrNIL atSSLAYy3 G y LYo 2yte G2 6+1S dzLJ | &
anything. Pick your targéime a few days before the exam just so your body is used to the routine.

w | @S @82dzNJ Y2NYAy3 LI FyySR 2dzi

Have your printed Admission Ticket and acceptable photo ID set aside the night before in a convenient location.
YY26 o6KIG 22d2OQNBI BZA YA EFRSKHGE2NIo0oQ&I 2aS |G KFEYR®
driving, make sure that you know exactly where the test is being held.

W 52yQi ON}Y (GKS yAIKG 0SF2NB 02N GKS Y2NYyAy3I 2F0

Trying to stuff a bunch of information inyourheadngay' t @ YI 1S Al Y2NB RAFFAOAL G
of a difference and it may only hurt. The SAT test is based on cumulative knowledge, so cramming will only give
you superficial knowledge. You may very well end up second guessing yourself. hilaywant to warm up

82dzNJ NI Ay o6& NBFRAY3I I ySga INIAOES 2N (62 GNBAY:
brain.
w 52y Qi &adFNI FNBI1AYy3a 2dzi 6SOFdzaS @2dz F2NB2G | FI (

For some reason, this phenomenon usually occurs on tiens#th section. So you may very well find yourself

pulling into the parking lot, suddenly freezing up, realizing that you forget how to find the area of a trapezoid.
wSYSYOSN] GKFG Y2ad 2F GKS YIFUGK F2N)dzZ I feack RaaQéction. K | &
To see which ones and also to learn a few more, look no further than the Magoosh SAT eBook.

CKA& LR&G 61& sNAGGSY o0& /KNRA [SEST NBAARSYy(d {! ¢ SELISNI
blog.



College Information Checklist

Application Information:

Please providé/r. Woodwith ample time to assist you with your application proc&ks.following timdrame is
provide to ensure your apigation is completed properly.

If application due date is: Meet withMr. Woodwith forms by:
November 1 September 2

November 15 October 1

December 1 Novemberl

December 15 Novemberl5

January 111 November22

January 1418 Decembe6

February 1 Decembed3

When meeting withMr. Wood please have the following with you:

0 List of the schools in which you are interested.
0 Admission requirements: application deadline, coursework requirements, SAT/ACT requirements,
application cost, transcript & recommendation information

Letters of Recommendation

How to Get the References You Need

Most college applications request two or three recommendation letters from people who know you in and out of

the cl assroom. ltéds your responsibility to fi ndrbehalpYooasoi ate pe
need to give them enough time to write a thoughtful letter. Start by discussing the process, and possible

candidates, with your counselor and family.

Whom should | ask?

Read the application carefully. Often colleges request letters of recommendation from an academic teacher
(sometimes in a specific subject), your school counselor or both. If the college requests a letter from an

academic teacher, and the subject is not specified, your English or math teachers usually make good

candidate s.

You should also ask one of your teachers from junior year, or a current teacher who has known you long
enough to form an opinion of your potential. It is best not to go back too far; colleges want current perspectives
on their potential candidates.

It ¢ an also be good to get a recommendation from a teacher who knows you outside the classroom o for
example, the teacher who shaped your performance in the class musical. Whoever you ask should be able to
attest to your academic and personal achievements and potential.



When should | ask?

Make sure to give your recommendation writers plenty of time 0 atleast one month before letters are due
complete and send your recommendations, but the earlier you can ask the better. Many teachers like to have

the summer to write recommendations, so ask them during the spring of your junior year. If you apply under

early decision or early action plans, you'll need to ask at the start of the school year, if you didn't ask earlier.

How can | get the best possible recommendations?

Talk to your recommendation writers. For teachers, it's important that they focus on your academic talents and
accomplishments within their classroom, because that's what colleges are looking for in teacher
recommendations.

Talk to them a bout what you remember about their classes and your participation in them. Remind teachers of
specific work assignments or projects you did, what you learned and any challenges you overcame. Give them

the information they need to provide specific examples of your achievement.

It's also important that you spend t ime talking with your counselor and ensure he know s about your plans,
accomplishments and pursuits. You may want to provide him with a brief resume of your activities and goals; a
resume can provide the best overview of your high school involvement and contributions.

Also, if there is some aspect of your transcript that needs explaining & for example, low grades during
sophomore year & it's help ful to talk with your counselor to explain why and how yo  u've changed and
improved.

Helpful Tips

Don't be shy. Teachers and counselors are usually happy to help you, as long as you respect their time
constraints.

p>N

Supply your recommendation writers with addressed and stamped envelopes for each college to which y
applying.

p>N

Provide teachers and counselors with deadlines for each recommendation that you are requesting.

p>N

On the application form, waive your right to view recommendation letters. This gives more credibility to the
recommendation in the eyes of the ¢ ollege.

A You probably know your teachers well enough to know who can provide favorable reviews of your
accomplishments. If in doubt, don't hesitate to ask if they feel comfortable writing a recommendation. In
some cases, you may have no choice about whom to ask, but when you do, make the best choice possible.

A Follow up with your recommendation writers a week or so prior to your first deadline, to ensure
recommendations have been mailed, or to see if they need additional information from you.

A Once yo u ddeckwhidhedlége to attend, write thank -you notes to everyone who provided a
recommendation and tell them where you've decided to go to college. Be sure to do this before you leave
high school.

The Resume Building Worksheet on the next page is a good she et to provide to those from whom you would like
a letter of recommendation.

d to

ou're



GCH3RResume Building Worksheet

Personal Information

Full Name: Email:
Address: City: Zip:
Telephone (home): Telephone (cell):

Positive Character Traits Choose & traits that you feel best describe you.

Adaptive Assertive Capable Competent  Confident Cooperative  Creative Dependable Detaitoriented
Enthusiastic Focused Friendly Helpful Honest Independent Intelligent Organized Efficient
Polite Problemsolver  Prompt Resourceful Responsible Trustworthy  Motivated Optimistic

Education

Gordon CentralHigh School Calhoun, | Start Year: Expected Graduation Yea

Ga Current GPA:

Other High Schools Thatou Have Attended:

School name: City, State Yrs
Attended:
School name: City, State Yrs
Attended:

Important/relevant courses that you have taken: (especially those related to your career interest or honors/AP cour|

Skills acquired/taught as part of educational experience:

Describe any and all experience that you have with computers and technology. Be sure to list programs for which
familiar (such as Microsoft Wor&@owerPoint Excel, Photoshop, etc.). You should also list any online video, social
networking, or bbgging experience.

Work Experience List up to 3 of your employers, beginning with the current or most recent.

Employer #1: City, State

Job Title: Name of Immediate Supervisor:

Job Duties/Responsibilities:

Employer #2: City, State

Job Title: Name of Immediate Supervisor:

Job Duties/Responsibilities:

Employer #3: City, State

Job Title: Name of Immediate Supervisor:

Job Duties/Responsibilities:




Volunteer Experience/Community Service:

Activity/Group: Your role:
Activity/Group: Yourrole:
Activity/Group: Your role:
Activity/Group: Your role:
Activity/Group: Your role:
Activity/Group: Your role:

Extracurricular Activities: List high school sports & clubs in which you have participated. This may include those in
the community orchurch. Be sure to list any leadership positions held.

Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Activity: Dates: to Your role:
Honors/Awards: List any awards or honors received whildigh schoal
Honor/Award: Date:
Honor/Award: Date:
Honor/Award: Date:
Honor/Award: Date:
Honor/Award: Date:
Honor/Award: Date:

Hobbies/nterests List hobbies or interests that think will highlight your skills, capabilities, or character.

References: List 3 people who you think would give a favorable recommendation for you. It may not be your parents or
a family member. The person must be more than 18 years old and someone who has known you for more than 1 year.

#1 Full name: Phone:
Place of Employment: Job Title:
Address: Email:
#2 Full name: Phone:
Place of Employment: Job Title:
Address: Email:
#3 Full name: Phone:
Place of Employment: Job Title:
Address: Email:




NOW IS THE TIME TO START NETWORKING

It's not always what you know but who you know

Now is the time to start networking

By Joe Villmow

L ¢2dzf R y2i KIFI@S adzOOSSRSR Ay aOK22f 2NJ Y& LINERTSa&aiA shghHobking A F
for a job. Everyonshould network, all the time, even you. And the sooner you start the better.

a®@ AN YRY2UGKSN) LI2dzyRSR AyidG2 Y& KSIRZI aLGQa y2id 6KI (G 2&thedzesi y 21
grades and leadership skills, or excel atrspdout if nobody knows it, what good will it do you? Your accomplishments are only part of the
equation. Who you know and how you present yourself are just as important.

For now, networking is about introducing yourself, and making connections with @é&aph whom you can learn or possibly gain
assistance. Networking can help you get into the college of your choice, learn about various careers, and build valoableapers
LINPFSaarz2ylf aiAftta @2dzQff dzaS GKNRdZAK2dzi &2dz2NJ t ATSo

It can be awkward for evegrone

,2dzQNB LINBPolofe 3I2Ay3a G2 FSSt 616l NR a &2dz adGF NIl odzAf RAy 3

I met a professional | respected while in college, who later became my mentor. | asked him to introduce me to everyome hie kaek
metomeeh Yy 34 | YR S@Syidaz IyR IfGK2dzZa3K Ad6Qa ¢KFd L ¢l yiSRZI (GKS
GYSSL) O2YAy3 YR S@Syidzattes GKSeQft 3ISH G2 (y2e6 e2dee NYERI
Networking will push you outside of your comfort zone. | was uncomfortable at first, but over time, it got easier. Thieré &ré t (A Y
dzy O2YF2NI I 6f ST o6dzi LQ@S tSIFENYySR (2 F2NOS vYeasSt¥To LQY gl e

Where to network

Thereare basically two types of networking: groups and -@meone.

GAy3a 6AGK LIS2LX S @& hyae@Nddsqlef NI

I 322R LX I+ OS G2 &dGFNIL A& Ay &asSi
f A& (G2 LINYOGAOS gt Ay3ad dzLJ (2

functions; or any other place you would already bed2J 3 2 I
start a conversation.

If you know someone that attends professional networking groups, you may want to ask them if you can tag along sometirae sk
introduce you toa few people, then strike out on your own and start introducing yourself.

One-on-one networking

Oneon-one meetings are generally with someone specifically you want to meet. It could be someone who graduated from the college
want to attend, isinadB SNJ @8 2dzQR fA1S (2 O2yaAiARSNE 2N &@82dz NBaLSOG IyR &

CANRGIZ FAYR 2dzi AT @2dz Ff NBFRe 1y2gs a42YS2yS 4K2 OFy RiiBERREB
from the college you want to attend, but he maydwm someone who did. You never know until you ask.

52y Qi 6S I FNFAR (G2 LAO| dzLJ G(KS LK2yS yR OFff G(KS LIShacthy & 2
them. Most people will be willing to give you an hour of theirtimeBBE & 2dz YSSi 6A0GK GKSYZ GNARGS F
and have paper and pen ready to take notes. | suggest you meet at their office.

Start now

Find your motivation and get out there. Introduce yourself. Meet lots of people in differeny/sgtia @ LG 3ISda Sk aiSN
42YS AYONBRAOES LIS2L) Sz ¢K2 YlIe 0SS FofS (2 3IAAGS @2dzmbreim A G 2°
common with others than you may have thought.



NETWORKING 101

8 things tokeep in mind when setting up a new network

By Joe Villmow

U  Write down alistof questionsL 1 Q& SFAASNIJ AT &2dz KIFI@S | F¥S¢ 1jdzSadaAz2,y
FANBG GAYSP 2KSNB R2 @2dz 62NJ K 2 K[| éréydu fér godzNareerd WHuid |
you have done anything differently? Do you have any advice for me if | wanted to get into a similar profession?

U Go with a friend.Find a friend to go with you who also wants to build their networking skills. Mutual sugport i
O2YF2NIAYy3ATI odzi R2y Qi 2dzad KFy3 2dzi G23SGKSNJIAY | (

U Set a goalStart with a goal of meeting two people at an event, the next time three, and keep adding.

U Askforanintroduction] TG SNJ @2dz YSSG &2 YS2y &é& thinkybu shotild mektSeNddr@vahin |-
the group or for a on@n-one meeting.

U Give themyour businesscard.2 dzQf £ YI 1S | Kdz3S AYLINBaarzy ¢KSy e&2d
simple and professional. Nothing cute. Include your name, pypdeY 6 SNE ' yR SYIF Af | RRNB A
ClI 0S0221 | 002dzylid ¢KIGQa az20AlfX y20 LINRPFSaarA2ylfo

your first order of business cards for free. Or, buy business card stock you can pragliyou

U Get their business cardviake sure you ask for their business card so you have their contact information.

U Always, always, always followup. 1 Qa G KS tAdGGtS GKAy3Ia &2dz R2 GKFG |
responsibility to followdzL) ¢ A 1 K G KS LIS2L)X S &2dz YSSid LGQff NBIFffe
Send them an email, call them, or, to really stand out, send them a thank you note. Thank them for taking the time
meet with you, and mention what you talkedbout and what you learned from them.



GCHS College Visit Form

Student's Name: Date of Visit:

Name of College Student Will Be Visiting:

| understand that it is my responsibility to notify my teachers, administrator, and the attendance office of my coll
visits prior to the visit. | also understand that in order for my absence to be excused | must have a representativ
from the collegeifl out the bottom portion of this form.

The signatures below indicate that | have notified my teachers of my college
15t Block Teacher

2"d Block Teacher
34 Block Teacher
4t Block Teacher
Homeroom Teacher

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date;
Administrator Signature: Date;
Attendance Office Signature: Date;

**Turn in the top portion of the form to the attendance office prior to your college visit.**

GCHS College Visit Documentation

Student's Name: Date of Visit:

Name of College Student is Visiting:

College Official Signature: Date;

Email Address of College Official:

Day Time Phone Number of College Official:

**Return the bottom portion of this formto the attendance office after your college visit.**



Tips to Help Make your College Selection and Application a Success

Where am | going?

As you begin the college exploration progeisis important to exercise a fair amount of sefflectionas well asa
thoroughexamination of opportunities available to you. Few decisions you make in lifeamilbre important than
your choice of a college. Your college choice may influence fygure career path, where ydud and work in the
future, and may also provide you with an opportunity to make lifetime friendships. When entering this pliscess
important to understand that selecting a college is not an exact science. Thed®\E oollege that is the one
fiperfectfid f or Tahney otnrei.c k i s not to get #Ahung upd on one
to establish and identify your own unique criteria for selecting a college, then carefully research a range of those
schools that fit your criteria. You shoulddse by asking yourself these general questions:

What do I hope to achieve by a college education?

Does the college offer the program of study | want?

What is the collegebds placement record in the m
Do | want a large or a small school?

Do | want to attend a public or private school?

Do | want a specialized school or a liberal arts college?

Is the location convenient?

Do | want to stay at home, or live in a dormitory or apartment?

What kind of social life do | want?

What is the atmospheod the campus?

Doesitofferanyextre ur ri cul ar activities I 0m interested i

=A =4 =4 =4 A4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -4

How does my high school rank compare with other students who attend this college? In other words, will |
be able to compete?

What will it cost ~ tuition & fees?

Will I qualify for financial aid there?

Do | want to work partime while in school? Does the school help in {iane job placement?

Why do | think this is a good fit for me?

=A =4 =4 =4

RESUMES:
Resume maker: http://www.resumemaker.com/

Sample Traditional Resumddip://resume.monster.com/samples
http://careetadvice.monster.com



HOW TO PREPARE FAMILIES FOR COLLEGE TOURS

What to encourage parents and students to look for when going on college tours
By Lou Ann BenigniLynch

Selecting a college is a bitecisiond and it 6s i mportant for student s
before setting up a tour. |l t6s never too early
during the studentso6 juni or ngemrayouplaya kbyiraehnthe c h o o |
college search process. Be sure to engage students in a discussion about the schools they may be thinki
of attending well in advance of their campus visits. Many colleges and universities offer a variety of visit
opporunities including personal tours, information sessions and open houses.

Before visiting a college, there are many things parents and students should consider such as academic
programs, student population, facilities, faculty and staff, location of thegeolactivities offered on

campus and in the surrounding area and even t he
the college search and selection process, 0 say:
St. John FisherColleg i n Rochester, N. Y. Aln setting up a

a list of questions for all the people they may wish to meet including an admissions representative, facult
from an academic department or an athletic coa:«

Do your homework first

I n order to find the best coll ege or wuniversit)
homework. Encourage them to visit websites and read any literature about schools a student is intereste
in attending. They should also citer visiting the campuses more than once. As a student gets closer to
making a decision about where to attend, encout
on a class, talk to a professor, shadow a current student or requestragtawisit.

AActually being on a college campus is the ver)
spend two to four years of their | ife, o0 explai:t
about other student experiesc How did they choose the college, what are their academic experiences
and what is the availability of experiential |
alumni: What are they doing now and how did their collegiate experieratbésnband outside of the
classroom, benefit them? Leder mann adds, fABy t:
stay organized and feel confident about the de:«

Make the most of your time together
Touring collegess an excitingd and enlightening t i me f or students and pal

need to be all work and no play. AFamilies shol
grabbing a bite to eat, picking up a trinket esHirt from thecollege store or taking pictures of
t hemsel ves on the campus, 0 states Lederamann. -

students and their parents should enjoy every



THE DOS & DONOTS AMPUSABURNG A

A tour guide's tips to making the most of your campus visits

By Lauren Stevens

I've been lucky enough to be a tour guide at Champlain College since my first semester freshman year o
college. As part of my job working for the admissiafiice, | would show prospective students and their
families around campus. Obviously every college is different, and every family who comes to visit has
different criteria about what they want out of their tours. I've given hundreds of tours in tloeitast f

years. I've had some wonderful families, and somesaatonderful families, and from a tour guide's
perspective, there are a lot of things you can do to help us make your visit worthwhile.

DO tell us about the clubs and activities you're interestechi

If you started a knitting club at your high school, let us know! If you want to pursue improv once you start
college, tell us! If it's important to you that we have a rock climbing club, then make sure to ask if we
have one. Getting involved in clubshce a huge help when adjusting to college life, and if you have a
specific one in mind, let your tour guide know. We can tell you right then and there whether that club
already exists on our campus.

DON'T be on your cell phone during the tour.

Yes, we kow that maybe we aren't your first choice school and someone dragged you to our campus.
However, it is extremely frustrating to try and talk about the stuibeptofessor ratio when members of

the tour are browsing their Facebook feeds. It's an automdigation that you have zero interest, which
means that we become a little less enthusiastic as well. And please, if you do decide to leave your phone
on, turn them on vibrate. It's incredibly distracting to be in the middle of talking about the daflingliz

to be interrupted by ringtones.

DO ask questions!

We exist as tour guides to give you information. If that means you need to bombard us with questions
about the local music scene, so be it. If you want to know more about the partnerships bietlezds

and faculty, ask away. If | don't feel obligated to say "Does anyone have any questions?" because you're
vocalizing the specifics about what you want to know, it tells me you came prepared and are invested in
finding out whether or not our schaslthe right fit for you.

DON'T walk in front of me.

I've had prospective students and their families kick it into warp speed and stroll five or ten feet in front of
me. I'm attempting to lead you around campus and show you all the highlights, amdvilian front of

me; well you're not going to know where we're going next, are you?

DO let your tour guide know if you are seeing other colleges that day.

Sometimes families will schedule three or four tours in one afternoon, especially if the colleges are
located close together. That's fine, and we understand that you're taking advantage of being in the area.
We're glad you're looking around! Just give daiawarning ahead of time so we can either shorten our
tour and keep you on schedule, or you can politely peel off from the tour group when you need to. It's a
lot easier for us to know before heading out on tour if you're on a time crunch than gaftray h

through the tour and you telling us you have to leave.



DON'T keep quiet about any sort of physical needs, especially if they're not visible.

| go to school in Vermont so | get a lot of students who have recently suffered from snowboarding or
skiing accidents and are on crutches for my tour. Sometimes though, people have hip replacements or b
knees or rolled their ankle recently, and if that's the case for you, the best thing is to let us know. We can
rearrange our route and make sure we utdiegators and ramps instead of potentially injuring you

further by taking the stairs.

DO feel allowed to ask us about our personal experiences.

Do you want to know why we chose the school, how far away from home we are, did we study abroad, ol
what intenships have we've had? Questions like that are fair game, and we'd be happy to answer them fc
you. It helps you collect an idea about what the student demographic at the college is like.

DON'T be worried if we're not the right school for you.

It's okay!If you go on the tour and you don't like the residence halls, or we don't have something key to
you enjoying your college experience (like your major) and you know it's not a good fit, that's alright. We
will not take it personally. Of course, as tourdps, we love our school and want to share that, but we
know that it's not the right choice for every person who visits.

DO tell us if there is something specific you want to see.

If you are on your high school dance team and you want to see our dahoglstws know. Or maybe

it's really important to you that you see the laundry rooms, or you want to check out our computer labs.
All of these are valid requests, and as your tour guide, we want to make sure you're seeing the things the
will be most immrtant to you.

Going on tours can be daunting, especially if you've been visiting multiple colleges. Remember that your
tour guides are there to make learning about the school easier, and by following these dos and don'ts, yc
tour can be a very positivexperience that alleviates some pressure about your college decision.



MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR TIME ON A COLLEGE TOUR

Seven tips to share with your students who are visiting colleges this summer
By Kel li O6Connor

According to U.S. News and World Report, school counselors are a vital piece of the-oedlggpess puzzle for high school
students. As they progress through high school and start looking at colleges, the information you provide will assist them as
theyprepare for the next step in their education. That is why we have compiled some words of wisdom from admissions office:
across the country for you to share with your students and parents as they prepare for the college visit.

1. Do your homework

tseemsa bit simple, but not all students are prepared once
wastes time, 0 says Tayrn Hamill, part of the admissions
0 u n d e c i tlaeigindt allvayd the case. They have to take the time to ask themselves important questions like what type of
classroom do | learn best in [large or small]? Do | want to go away to school? What would be my dream job? All of these
things prepare themfoi nd t hat perfect fit at a college or wuniversit

2. Mark your calendars

Call to schedule tours early. Most colleges prefer to provide personalized visits to potential students rather thagrhgplarge
tours. Advanced knowledge dfe st udentsé visit, potenti al maj ors they a
would be interested in will aid the colleges in putting forth the most useful material, tours, students to talk to grtd facult

meet. Also, encourage studemo schedule a visit while the school is in ses8iomany parents and students head out to visit
campuses during school breaks when their high school is out of session.

3. Schedule a meeting when you are ready

Al f a student hawo udledc irdeecdo nonme nad naasjkoirn,g It o meet with an a
Ashley Witt, a recruiter at Southeast Community Cold ege.
majors, | would wait to visit with faculty.o

4. Ask questions

Witt says, istudents should ask about campus activities,
advising, accommodati ons, academic advising and dhawveeer s
guestions about the items that they will take advantage of once they are enrolled. Also, encourage students to spdbk up. Ham
believes fistudents should try to figure out what oakkeir d
the questions, not default to Mom and Dad. o

5. Talk finances

College is a major expense, and exploring every avhinue a
ask about any renewable scholarship opportunities andliristit o n a | grants that are avail abl
Campos, Director of Admissions at Johnson & Wales Univer

department during their campus tour so that they are aware of the locaticcesand individuals who would be available to
assist [them], o6 concluded Campos.

6. Be honest

Justin Roy, Vice President of Marketing at William Peace University believes the one question students should ask themselve:
isd Ai s this a kpd ahcoeme htaot ree?2 INo Imatter what | say, or a s
connection. I f the answer is yes, then keep engagew! | f

counsel, not sell .0

7. Put downthe phone!
Wi t remar ked, fiStudents shoul d

it not be on their phones w
of fice and sit at my desk and fiddle with their ptéxoahes.
the same time. 0O

Roy agrees and adds advice for students: ATry not 1to sta
l etting your friends know whatds goi ng o nyingtoengage vathyolB ut ,
tour guide (whobés probably a student)? It can make wus b

In the end, students should find a campus where they feel comfortable, where the faculty is encouraging, where the finances
make senseof their family, and where they can see themselves for the next four years.



ASK THESE QUESTIONS ON A CAMPUS TOUR

What are the most important questions to ask on a campus tour? Here are some you should ask:

A I's there a crestrietivecoubroadisit2 | um? How

A Il's study abroad encouraged?

A What are the most popul ar majors?

A How accessible are the faculty and staff? How well do
A Il's there guaranteed housing or freshmen? Where do upp
A Are there laundry and kitchen facilities?

A Do many students go home on weekends, | eaving the camp
A 1f they stay on campus, how do students spend their 1|e
A How accessible are t heforadnimtereollegiate athlatids?r ecr eat i onal facil
A What is the average financi al aid package for the fres
A What is the placement record for jobs and/or graduat e
A Are campus b ardthkioldegmildings iw §ood shape? slow well are the grounds maintained?

A How appealing are the residence facilities? |s taBere a

fire escapes, limited entry, etc.?

A
A Are there modern computer
A Where is the campus clini

A 1s public

C

| abs

an

|l ocat e

| snairt ehtimg facility inviting, clean and well managed? What are the hours and food choices?

d equi pment ?

d and

is it wel/l st af

t reamd svipere is tha tearestairparvaad/or teaib $tation located?



Your college

financing options

First
choice
student
loans

Student
loans '

to cover
remaining
college
costs

Funding options

Scholarship

Pell Grant

State aid

Institutional aid

Federal Work-
Study Program

Tuition payment
plan

Federal Perkins
Loan

Federal Direct
Stafford Loan

Federal Direct
PLUS Loan for
parents

Federal Direct
PLUS Loan for
graduate or
professional
students

Private or
alternative loans

Description How to apply

Scholarships are awarded on various criteria, which usually reflect the values
and purposes of the donor or founder of the award. Scholarship money isnot Research online
required to be repaid.

The Federal Pell Grant Program provides need-based grants to low-income
undergraduate and certain post-baccalaureate students to promote access to
post-secondary education. Grant money is not required to be repaid.

Most of the state programs are available only to students who attend a

college within their state of residence. To be considered for state-based aid, = FAFSA/Follow
you should consider attending an in-state college. college instructions
Many colleges and universities, both public and private, provide grants or
scholarships to students to help them pay for all or part of the tuition and
fees charged by the institution. This is granted by the specific college the
student is attending.
Students can earn money towards their college education by working FAFSA/Follow
part-time. college instructions
Tuition installment plans can be a reasonable alternative to education
loans if you can afford to pay tuition, just not in a lump sum at the start Check with college
of the semester.
A need-based federal student loan for undergraduate and graduate students
with an exceptional financial need.
FAFSA/Follow
Federal student loans available to college and university undergraduate and college instructions
graduate students who are attending college at least half-time. There are two
types of this loan: Subsidized and Unsubsidized.
A credit-based federal loan for parents of dependent undergraduate students
currently enrolled in post-secondary education. The PLUS Loan allows the
parent to borrow money on the student’s behalf.
FAFSA/Follow
college instructions
A credit-based federal loan option for students seeking a graduate and
professional degree.
Private student loan programs are a credit-based college financing option. Banks or other lenders

Yniir rolleae financina notinne






