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Important Dates for GCHS Seniors 

FALL                    SPRING 

August 
 

10          TBA 
10-23    SLO Pre-Test    
 

September 
 

15-16     6 Weeks Benchmarks 
10           ACT Test Date      
12           Probe Fair @ Brown Conference Center in  
                Cartersville, GA                                  
20   Report Cards 
20          Senior Parent Meeting/Financial Aid Night 
22           Jostens Senior Meeting 
29          Order Day for Graduation ς  
               Announcements, Cap & Gown 
30          Homecoming Dance 
 

October 
 

3-7          Fall Break 
7             SAT Test Date 
13          Order Day for Graduation -   
               Announcements, Cap & Gown 
22          ACT Test Date 
 

November 
 

3               Last Chance - Order Day for Graduation-    
                 Announcements, Cap & Gown 
3-4           12 Weeks Benchmarks 
5              SAT Test Date 
8  Report Cards    
11 Apply-to-College Day  
21-25 Thanksgiving Break 
29            EOCs Begin 
TBA         Senior Picture Re-Takes 
 

December 
 
5 SAT Test Date 
1-16        SLO Post-Test 
12-14 End of Pathway Assessments 
13 EOCs End 
10            ACT Test Date 
15-16 Final Exams 
21-30 Holiday Break  
 

January 
 

2-4          Holiday Break 
5-19   SLO Pre-Test    
10           Report Cards  
21           SAT Test Date 
 

February 
 

11            ACT Test Date 
16-17    6 Weeks Benchmarks 
20-21    Winter Break 
23    Report Cards 
 

March 
 

11           SAT Test Date  
16          Delivery Day ς Graduation  
               Announcements, Cap & Gown 
23          Delivery Day ς Graduation  
               Announcements, Cap & Gown 
30-31    12 Weeks Benchmarks 
 

April 
 

3-7   Spring Break 
12           Report Cards 
8   ACT Test Date 
25          Senior Class Graduation Meeting 
TBA       Prom 
 

May 
1             EOCs Begin 
5             Six Flags Grad Night 
1-12       SLO Post-Test 
6            SAT Test Date 
15          EOCs End  
15-17    End of Pathway Assessments 
18          Senior Parade/Luncheon,  
               Last Day for EXEMPT Seniors 
19  Senior Final Exams 
22  Senior Honors Night 
30  Graduation Practice @ 12:30  
              Graduation @ 8:00  
 
 

 



College/Career Planning Calendar 
 

SENIOR YEAR THINGS TO DO 

 

August-December 
 

___  Check with Mr. Wood or Mr. Angland to see if you are on track to graduate and meet your post 

high school plans/goals. Check on your credits, and your GPA (for college applications and 

scholarship information).  
 

___  If you plan on attending a four-year college or university, you should plan on taking the SAT  

            and/or ACT in the Fall. Sign up online and on time so you are not charged a late  

fee.  The Gordon Central High School Code is: 110553.  It is very important to include this code in 

order for our school to receive your results and place them on your transcript.  The SAT includes a Writing 

Section. The ACT has it as an option. It is your responsibility to check on your college choices for their 

requirements and test score range. 
 

___  Prepare your resume. Work on your cover letter. This information will be needed when requesting              

            letters of recommendation and when completing scholarship applications. 
 

___  Ask at least three people to be your references that would be willing to write letters of 

recommendations for you for college or scholarship applications and jobs. You must have your 

resume updated and ready to give to these people. 
 

___  Attend the Probe College Fair at the Brown Conference Center in Cartersville, GA on September 

12.  This is your chance to personally meet with admission counselors from colleges and 

universities not only from Georgia but from all over the US.  Take advantage of this opportunity 

to learn about the various colleges in attendance. 
 

___  Attend Senior Parent Meeting/Financial Aid Night on September 20.  We will cover the college 

selection and application process in detail.  We will have a representative from the Georgia 

Student Finance Commission who will speak about the FAFSA and various sources of Financial 

Aid. 
 

___  Attend ñApply to College Dayò during the school day at GCHS on November 11.  Apply to 

between three and five colleges/universities including at least one local college. 
 

___  Keep track of your deadlines.  College applications (mainly four year colleges) should be 

completed at least 2-3 weeks before the deadlines. If there is a section for your counselor to 

complete, give Mr. Wood ample time to get this done for you. 
 

___ When applying for college, you must see Mr. Wood and request for your transcript to be sent to 

the school. Transcript requests must be submitted in a timely manner. 
 

___  Begin researching scholarships. Look at the financial aid pages on the web sites of the colleges 

you want to attend.  Most colleges have ñinstitutionalò scholarships that are unique to them. 

GCHS will post national, state and local scholarships on our counseling web site as they are 

received. You may also stop by the counseling office periodically to see if there are any new 

scholarships available and to pick up copies of applications. 
 

___  If you are an athlete who plans to participate in sports at the college level, you will need to register 

and pay a fee to the NCAA Clearinghouse 

(http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp) and/or the NAIA Clearinghouse 

(http://www.playnaia.org/).  Be sure to bring the necessary forms to your counselor to complete.  
 

___ Calculate your HOPE GPA to see if you are eligible for the HOPE Scholarship. 
 

___  If you are interested in the military, talk to your recruiter about the ASVAB.  
 

___  Continue active involvement in extra-curricular activities - sports, clubs, etc. 

http://web1.ncaa.org/ECWR2/NCAA_EMS/NCAA.jsp
http://www.playnaia.org/


 

January/February 
 

___ Write thank-you notes to those people who wrote evaluations or recommendations for your 

college applications. 
 

___  Make certain you have ordered or purchased everything you need for graduation.  There are 

specific dress code requirements for graduation, so be familiar with those. 
 

___  Keep working hard in school as all college admissions are granted tentatively pending  

satisfactory completion of your senior year. Colleges expect to see that you are working hard all 

the way through. Donôt jeopardize you future by giving anything less than your best effort during 

your entire senior year. 
 

___  Apply for all scholarships for which you are eligible. 
 

___  When completing scholarship packets, request your transcript from Mr. Wood. Let Mr. Wood 

know if he needs to mail it.  Keep track of your deadlines. Keep copies for your files. 
 

___  Pass all of your classes.   You must earn 26 or more credits for graduation. 
 

___  Check your collegeôs minimum GPA requirement. 
 

___  Attend school classes regularly (unexcused absences &/or disciplinary actions may take away your 

privilege of participating in the graduation ceremony). Make wise choices. 

 
 

March/April  
 
 

___ You will begin receiving your letters of admissions/acceptance from colleges. Evaluate your 

choices with your parents. 
 

___  You will  be receiving your financial aid packages from colleges. Any questions or concerns about 

the package, call the Financial Aid office at the college. Discuss the choices with your parents and 

make the BIG decision together. 
 

___  Respond to colleges before the deadline ï with a ñYESò youôre attending or ñNOò youôre not. 

Colleges like to hear back from you, no matter what your decision. 

 

___ Inform Mr. Angland when you are accepted to a college.  He will make a copy of your acceptance 

letter and post it in our ñCollege Bound Seniorsò display. 
 

___  Inform Mr. Wood of your final college decision, so he can send that college your Final 

Transcripts. 
 

___  Inform Mr. Wood when scholarships (colleges and/or others) are awarded to you. Bring in the 

letter and he will make a copy of it for documentation purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 



2016-17 SAT/ACT TESTING DATES  

 

SAT Cost - $45.00 
 

sat.collegeboard.org 
 

 

Test Date: October 1, 2016 
 

Deadline for Registration: September 2, 2016 
 

Late Registration Deadline: September 16, 2016 

 

 

Test Date: November 5, 2016 
 

Deadline for Registration: October 7, 2016 
 

Late Registration Deadline: October 21, 2016 

 

 

Test Date: December 3, 2016 
 

Deadline for Registration: November 4, 2016 
 

Late Registration Deadline: November 18, 2016 

 

 

Test Date: January 21, 2017 
 

Deadline for Registration: December 23, 2016 
 

Late Registration Deadline: January 6, 2017 

 

 

Test Date: March 11, 2017 
 

Deadline for Registration: February 10, 2017 
 

Late Registration Deadline: February 24, 2017 

 

 

Test Date: May 6, 2017 
 

Deadline for Registration: April 7, 2017 
 

Late Registration Deadline: April 2 1, 2017 

 

 

Test Date: June 3, 2017 
 

Deadline for Registration: May 5, 2017 
 

Late Registration Deadline: May 19, 2017 

 

ACT Cost - $42.50 
 

www.actstudent.org 
 

 

Test Date: September 10, 2016 
 

Deadline for Registration: August 7, 2016 
 

Late Registration Deadline: August 19, 2016 

 

 

Test Date: October 22, 2016 
 

Deadline for Registration: September 16, 2016 
 

Late Registration Deadline: September 30, 2016 

 

 

Test Date: December 10, 2016 
 

Deadline for Registration: November 4, 2016 
 

Late Registration Deadline: November 18, 2016 

 

 

Test Date: February 11, 2017 
 

Deadline for Registration: January 13, 2017 
 

Late Registration Deadline: January 20, 2017 

 

 

Test Date: April 8, 2017 
 

Deadline for Registration: March 3, 2017 
 

Late Registration Deadline: March 17, 2017 

 

 

Test Date: June 10, 2017 
 

Deadline for Registration: May 5, 2017  
 

Late Registration Deadline: May 19, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 



Game Day Plan for the SAT 

¸ƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {!¢ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΦ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǎǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀȅ 

up a little later, lost in an endless succession of YouTube videos. The next morning your eyes feel as though 

someone put 30-pound sandbags on them. You barely get up in time anŘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ 

breakfast. 10-ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŝǎǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΥ LΩƳ ǘƛǊŜŘΣ LΩƳ ƘǳƴƎǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻ ƛŘŜŀ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

ғŜȄǇƭŜǘƛǾŜҔ LΩƳ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎΦ 

 

¸ŜǇΣ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊŜǇ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǎƳƻƪŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ-day plan. Sounds pessimistic? Well, a similar 

morning happens to millions of students across the country every time the SAT rolls around. Here are a few ways 

to avoid getting caught unprepared. 

 

 

ω {ǘŀǊǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ Řŀȅǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŀƳ 

CƘƻƻǎŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀōƻǳǘ у ƘƻǳǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ мл ǘƻ млΥол ǇƳ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ōŜŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƻǾŜǊŘƻ 

ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀǘ у ǇΦƳΦ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǿŀƪŜ ǳǇ ŀǘ п ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΣ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΩƭƭ ƳŜǎǎ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅ ŎƭƻŎƪ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ 

anything. Pick your target time a few days before the exam just so your body is used to the routine. 

 

ω IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƻǳǘ 

Have your printed Admission Ticket and acceptable photo ID set aside the night before in a convenient location. 

Yƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŀǘ ƘŀƴŘΦ aŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǊƛŘŜΦ !ƴŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 

driving, make sure that you know exactly where the test is being held. 

 

ω 5ƻƴΩǘ ŎǊŀƳ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ όƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦύ 

Trying to stuff a bunch of information in your head may ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ǘƻ ǎƭŜŜǇΦ Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ 

of a differenceτand it may only hurt. The SAT test is based on cumulative knowledge, so cramming will only give 

you superficial knowledge. You may very well end up second guessing yourself. While you may want to warm up 

ȅƻǳǊ ōǊŀƛƴ ōȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŜǿǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ά±έ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘŀȄ ȅƻǳǊ 

brain. 

 

ω 5ƻƴΩǘ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŦǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊƎƻǘ ŀ ŦŀŎǘ 

For some reason, this phenomenon usually occurs on the SAT math section. So you may very well find yourself 

pulling into the parking lot, suddenly freezing up, realizing that you forget how to find the area of a trapezoid. 

wŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘƘ ŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻf each math section. 

To see which ones and also to learn a few more, look no further than the Magoosh SAT eBook. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎ [ŜƭŜΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {!¢ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ŀǘ aŀƎƻƻǎƘΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ {!¢ ǇǊŜǇΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ aŀƎƻƻǎƘΩǎ {!¢ 

blog. 



College Information Checklist 

 

Application Information:  

 
Please provide Mr. Wood with ample time to assist you with your application process. The following time frame is 

provide, to ensure your application is completed properly. 

 

If application due date is:         Meet with Mr. Wood with forms by: 

 

November 1    September 27 

November 15     October 11 

December 1     November 1 

December 15     November 15 

January 1-11     November 22 

January 14-18    December 6 

February 1     December 13 
 

 

When meeting with Mr. Wood please have the following with you: 
 

 List of the schools in which you are interested. 

 Admission requirements: application deadline, coursework requirements, SAT/ACT requirements, 

application cost, transcript & recommendation information 

 

 

Letters of  Recommendation  
 

How to Get the References You Need  

Most college applications request two or three recommendation letters from people who know you in and out of 
the classroom. Itôs your responsibility to find appropriate people to write these letters on your behalf. You also 

need to give them enough time to write a thoughtful letter. Start by discussing the process, and possible 
candidates, with your counselor and family.  

Whom should I ask?  

 

Read the application carefully. Often colleges request letters of recommendation from an academic teacher 
(sometimes in a specific subject), your school counselor or both. If the college requests a letter from an 

academic teacher, and the subject is not specified, your English or math teachers usually make good 
candidate s.  

You should also ask one of your teachers from junior year, or a current teacher who has known you long 

enough to form an opinion of your potential. It is best not to go back too far; colleges want current perspectives 
on their potential candidates.  

It c an also be good to get a recommendation from a teacher who knows you outside the classroom ð for 

example, the teacher who shaped your performance in the class musical. Whoever you ask should be able to 
attest to your academic and personal achievements and potential.  

 

 

 



When should I ask?  

 

Make sure to give your recommendation writers plenty of time ð at least one month before letters are due ð to 
complete and send your recommendations, but the earlier you can ask the better. Many teachers like to have 

the summer to write recommendations, so ask them during the spring of your junior year. If you apply under 
early decision or early action plans, you'll need to ask at the start of the school year, if you didn't ask earlier.  

 

How can I get the best possible recommendations?  

 

Talk to your recommendation writers. For teachers, it's important that they focus on your academic talents and 
accomplishments within their classroom, because that's what colleges are looking for in teacher 
recommendations.  

Talk to them a bout what you remember about their classes and your participation in them. Remind teachers of 
specific work assignments or projects you did, what you learned and any challenges you overcame. Give them 
the information they need to provide specific examples of your achievement.  

It's also important that you spend t ime talking with your counselor  and ensure he  know s about your plans, 
accomplishments and pursuits. You may want to provide him  with a brief resume of your activities and goals; a 
resume can provide the best overview of your high school involvement and contributions.  

Also, if there is some aspect of your transcript that needs explaining ð for example, low grades during 
sophomore year ð it's help ful to talk with your counselor  to explain why and how yo u've changed and 
improved.  

 

Helpful Tips  

Á Don't be shy. Teachers and counselors are usually happy to help you, as long as you respect their time 
constraints.  

Á Supply your recommendation writers with addressed and stamped envelopes for each college to which y ou're 
applying.  

Á Provide teachers and counselors with deadlines for each recommendation that you are requesting.  

Á On the application form, waive your right to view recommendation letters. This gives more credibility to the 
recommendation in the eyes of the c ollege.  

Á You probably  know your teachers well enough to know who can provide favorable reviews of your 
accomplishments. If in doubt, don't hesitate to ask if they feel comfortable writing a recommendation. In 
some cases, you may have no choice about whom to  ask, but when you do, make the best choice possible.  

Á Follow up with your recommendation writers a week or so prior to your first deadline, to ensure 
recommendations have been mailed, or to see if they need additional information from you.  

Á Once youôve decided which college to attend, write thank -you notes to everyone who provided a 
recommendation and tell them where you've decided to go to college. Be sure to do this before you leave 
high school.  

 

The Resume Building Worksheet on the next page is a good she et to provide to those from whom you would like 
a letter of recommendation.  

  



GCHS Resume Building Worksheet 
 

Personal Information 
 

Full Name: Email: 

Address:                                                                                                               City:                                                            Zip: 

Telephone (home): Telephone (cell): 
 

Positive Character Traits Choose 3-5 traits that you feel best describe you.   

Adaptive Assertive Capable Competent Confident Cooperative Creative Dependable Detail-oriented 

Enthusiastic Focused Friendly Helpful Honest Independent Intelligent Organized Efficient 

Polite Problem-solver Prompt Resourceful Responsible Trustworthy Motivated Optimistic  
 

Education    
 

 

Gordon Central  High School    Calhoun, 
Ga 
 

Start Year: ________       Expected Graduation Year: ________                   
Current GPA: ________ 

 

Other High Schools That You Have Attended: 
 

School name:________________________________________    City, State: ____________________   Yrs 
Attended:_______ 
 
School name:________________________________________    City, State: ____________________   Yrs 
Attended:_______ 
 

Important/relevant courses that you have taken: (especially those related to your career interest or honors/AP courses) 
 
 

 

Skills acquired/taught as part of educational experience: 
 
 
 

Describe any and all experience that you have with computers and technology.  Be sure to list programs for which you are 
familiar (such as Microsoft Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Photoshop, etc.).  You should also list any online video, social 
networking, or blogging experience. 
 
 
 

 
 

Work Experience List up to 3 of your employers, beginning with the current or most recent. 
 

Employer #1: City, State: 

Job Title: Name of Immediate Supervisor: 

Job Duties/Responsibilities: 
 
 

Employer #2: City, State: 

Job Title: Name of Immediate Supervisor: 

Job Duties/Responsibilities: 
 
 

Employer #3: City, State: 

Job Title: Name of Immediate Supervisor: 

Job Duties/Responsibilities: 
 
 

 



Volunteer Experience/Community Service: 
 

Activity/Group: Your role: 

Activity/Group: Your role: 

Activity/Group: Your role: 

Activity/Group: Your role: 

Activity/Group: Your role: 

Activity/Group: Your role: 

 
Extracurricular Activities: List high school sports & clubs in which you have participated.  This may include those in 

the community or church.  Be sure to list any leadership positions held. 
 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

Activity: Dates:  _______ to _______ Your role: 

 

Honors/Awards: List any awards or honors received while in high school.   
 

Honor/Award: Date: 

Honor/Award: Date: 

Honor/Award: Date: 

Honor/Award: Date: 

Honor/Award: Date: 

Honor/Award: Date: 

 

Hobbies/Interests: List hobbies or interests that think will highlight your skills, capabilities, or character. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

References: List 3 people who you think would give a favorable recommendation for you.  It may not be your parents or 

a family member.  The person must be more than 18 years old and someone who has known you for more than 1 year. 
 

#1   Full name: Phone: 

Place of Employment: Job Title: 

Address: Email: 

#2   Full name: Phone: 

Place of Employment: Job Title: 

Address: Email: 

#3   Full name: Phone: 

Place of Employment: Job Title: 

Address: Email: 



NOW IS THE TIME TO START NETWORKING 

It's not always what you know but who you know 

Now is the time to start networking 

By Joe Villmow 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΦ Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Řƻ ǿhen looking 

for a job. Everyone should network, all the time, even you. And the sooner you start the better. 

aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘΣ άLǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦ LǘΩǎ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿΦέ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ǘǊǳŜΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ the best 

grades and leadership skills, or excel at sports, but if nobody knows it, what good will it do you? Your accomplishments are only part of the 

equation. Who you know and how you present yourself are just as important. 

For now, networking is about introducing yourself, and making connections with people from whom you can learn or possibly gain 

assistance. Networking can help you get into the college of your choice, learn about various careers, and build valuable personal and 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

It can be awkward for everyone 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦŜŜƭ ŀǿƪǿŀǊŘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ L ŘƛŘΦ LǘΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΦ 

I met a professional I respected while in college, who later became my mentor. I asked him to introduce me to everyone he knew. He took 

me to meetƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀƴǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǿΣ ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ IŜ ƪŜǇǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ƳŜΣ 

άYŜŜǇ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀƴŘΣ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳΦ !ƴŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎŀǊŘǎΤ ȅƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΦέ 

Networking will push you outside of your comfort zone. I was uncomfortable at first, but over time, it got easier. There are ǎǘƛƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ LΩƳ 

ǳƴŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŀōƭŜΣ ōǳǘ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŎŜ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦ LΩƳ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪΦ 

Where to network 

There are basically two types of networking: groups and one-on-one. 

! ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀŎǉǳŀƛƴǘŜŘΥ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΤ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΤ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎȅƴŀƎƻgue or mosque 

functions; or any other place you would already be. YoǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƴŘ 

start a conversation. 

If you know someone that attends professional networking groups, you may want to ask them if you can tag along sometime. Ask them to 

introduce you to a few people, then strike out on your own and start introducing yourself. 

One-on-one networking 

One-on-one meetings are generally with someone specifically you want to meet. It could be someone who graduated from the college you 

want to attend, is in a caǊŜŜǊ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊΣ ƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘΦ 

CƛǊǎǘΣ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƪƴƻǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ȅƻǳΦ !ǎƪ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ aŀȅōŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊΣ ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ 

from the college you want to attend, but he may know someone who did. You never know until you ask. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǊ ǎŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ ¢Ŝƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƘȅ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ŏƻntacting 

them. Most people will be willing to give you an hour of their time. BefƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ǿǊƛǘŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪΣ 

and have paper and pen ready to take notes. I suggest you meet at their office. 

Start now 

Find your motivation and get out there. Introduce yourself. Meet lots of people in different settiƴƎǎΦ Lǘ ƎŜǘǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ 

ǎƻƳŜ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ƻǊ ŀ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘΦ ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀƳŀȊŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ more in 

common with others than you may have thought. 



NETWORKING 101 

8 things to keep in mind when setting up a new network 

By Joe Villmow 

 

ü Write down a list of questions. LǘΩǎ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪΚ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ŘŀȅΚ Iƻǿ ŘƛŘ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ǇǊŜǇare you for your career? Would 
you have done anything differently? Do you have any advice for me if I wanted to get into a similar profession? 

 

ü Go with a friend. Find a friend to go with you who also wants to build their networking skills. Mutual support is 
ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǊƴŜǊΦ DŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΗ 

 

ü Set a goal. Start with a goal of meeting two people at an event, the next time three, and keep adding. 
 

ü Ask for an introduction. !ŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ŀǎƪ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ they think you should meet, either within 
the group or for a one-on-one meeting. 

 

ü Give them your business card. ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎŀǊŘΦ YŜŜǇ ƛǘ 
simple and professional. Nothing cute. Include your name, phone ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ 
CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭΣ ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΦ {ŜŀǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦŦŜǊ ŘŜŀƭǎΣ ƭƛƪŜ ǇǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ 
your first order of business cards for free. Or, buy business card stock you can print yourself. 

 

ü Get their business card. Make sure you ask for their business card so you have their contact information. 
 

ü Always, always, always follow up. LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
responsibility to follow ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ȅƻǳ ƳŜŜǘΦ LǘΩƭƭ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǇŀǊǘΦ aŀƴȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΦ 
Send them an email, call them, or, to really stand out, send them a thank you note. Thank them for taking the time to 
meet with you, and mention what you talked about and what you learned from them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GCHS College Visit Form  

Student's Name:       Date of Visit:      

 

Name of College Student Will Be Visiting:           

 

I understand that it is my responsibility to notify my teachers, administrator, and the attendance office of my college 

visits prior to the visit.  I also understand that in order for my absence to be excused I must have a representative 

from the college fill out the bottom portion of this form.   

 

The signatures below indicate that I have notified my teachers of my college visit. 

1st Block Teacher  

2nd Block Teacher  

3rd Block Teacher  

4th Block Teacher  

Homeroom Teacher  

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:        Date:     

 

Administrator Signature:        Date:     

 

Attendance Office Signature:        Date:     

 

**Turn in the top portion of the form to the attendance office prior to your college visit.** 

 

GCHS College Visit Documentation  
 

Student's Name:        Date of Visit:    

 

Name of College Student is Visiting:           

 

College Official Signature:       Date:     

 

  Email Address of College Official:        

 

  Day Time Phone Number of College Official:       

 

**Return the bottom portion of this form to the attendance office after your college visit.** 



Tips to Help Make your College Selection and Application a Success 

Where am I going? 

As you begin the college exploration process, it is important to exercise a fair amount of self-reflection as well as a 

thorough examination of opportunities available to you. Few decisions you make in life will be more important than 

your choice of a college. Your college choice may influence your future career path, where you live and work in the 

future, and may also provide you with an opportunity to make lifetime friendships. When entering this process, it is 

important to understand that selecting a college is not an exact science. There is no ONE college that is the one 

ñperfect fitò for anyone. The trick is not to get ñhung upò on one school or to think of college as a prize, but rather 

to establish and identify your own unique criteria for selecting a college, then carefully research a range of those 

schools that fit your criteria. You should begin by asking yourself these general questions: 

¶ What do I hope to achieve by a college education? 

¶ Does the college offer the program of study I want? 

¶ What is the collegeôs placement record in the major I have chosen? 

¶ Do I want a large or a small school? 

¶ Do I want to attend a public or private school? 

¶ Do I want a specialized school or a liberal arts college? 

¶ Is the location convenient? 

¶ Do I want to stay at home, or live in a dormitory or apartment? 

¶ What kind of social life do I want? 

¶ What is the atmosphere of the campus? 

¶ Does it offer any extra-curricular activities Iôm interested in? 

¶ How does my high school rank compare with other students who attend this college? In other words, will I 

be able to compete? 

¶ What will it cost ~ tuition & fees? 

¶ Will I qualify for financial aid there? 

¶ Do I want to work part-time while in school? Does the school help in part-time job placement? 

¶ Why do I think this is a good fit for me? 

 

RESUMES: 

 

Resume maker: http://www.resumemaker.com/ 

 

Sample Traditional Resumes: http://resume.monster.com/samples 

http://career-advice.monster.com 
 

 

 
 
 
 



HOW TO PREPARE FAMILIES FOR COLLEGE TOURS  
 

What to encourage parents and students to look for when going on college tours 

 
By Lou Ann Benigni-Lynch 

 

Selecting a college is a big decision ð and itôs important for students and their parents to plan ahead 

before setting up a tour. Itôs never too early to start visiting campuses, but most families make it a priority 

during the studentsô junior year in high school. As a high school counselor, you play a key role in the 

college search process. Be sure to engage students in a discussion about the schools they may be thinking 

of attending well in advance of their campus visits. Many colleges and universities offer a variety of visit 

opportunities including personal tours, information sessions and open houses. 

 

Before visiting a college, there are many things parents and students should consider such as academic 

programs, student population, facilities, faculty and staff, location of the college, activities offered on 

campus and in the surrounding area and even the campus food. ñVisiting a campus is a critical piece of 

the college search and selection process,ò says Stacy A. Ledermann, Director of Freshman Admissions at 

St. John Fisher College in Rochester, N.Y. ñIn setting up a campus visit, students should be prepared with 

a list of questions for all the people they may wish to meet including an admissions representative, faculty 

from an academic department or an athletic coach.ò 

 

 

Do your homework first 
 

In order to find the best college or university to match a studentôs interest, families must do their 

homework. Encourage them to visit websites and read any literature about schools a student is interested 

in attending. They should also consider visiting the campuses more than once. As a student gets closer to 

making a decision about where to attend, encourage families to revisit the ñtop collegesò on the list, sit in 

on a class, talk to a professor, shadow a current student or request an overnight visit. 

 

ñActually being on a college campus is the very best way for students to decide if it is where they want to 

spend two to four years of their life,ò explains Ledermann. ñParents and students should ask questions 

about other student experiences: How did they choose the college, what are their academic experiences 

and what is the availability of experiential learning opportunities?ò And donôt forget to ask about college 

alumni: What are they doing now and how did their collegiate experiences, both in and outside of the 

classroom, benefit them? Ledermann adds, ñBy taking notes and keeping track of deadlines, families can 

stay organized and feel confident about the decisions they are making.ò 

 

 

Make the most of your time together 
 

Touring colleges is an exciting ð and enlightening ð time for students and parents alike. But it doesnôt 

need to be all work and no play. ñFamilies should have fun and make the most of their time together by 

grabbing a bite to eat, picking up a trinket or T-shirt from the college store or taking pictures of 

themselves on the campus,ò states Ledermann. ñThere are many opportunities awaiting them ð and 

students and their parents should enjoy every step of the college search process!ò 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE DOS & DONôTS OF TAKING A CAMPUS TOUR 
 

A tour guide's tips to making the most of your campus visits 

 
By Lauren Stevens  

 

I've been lucky enough to be a tour guide at Champlain College since my first semester freshman year of 

college. As part of my job working for the admissions office, I would show prospective students and their 

families around campus. Obviously every college is different, and every family who comes to visit has 

different criteria about what they want out of their tours. I've given hundreds of tours in the last four 

years. I've had some wonderful families, and some not-so-wonderful families, and from a tour guide's 

perspective, there are a lot of things you can do to help us make your visit worthwhile. 

 

DO tell us about the clubs and activities you're interested in. 

If you started a knitting club at your high school, let us know! If you want to pursue improv once you start 

college, tell us! If it's important to you that we have a rock climbing club, then make sure to ask if we 

have one. Getting involved in clubs can be a huge help when adjusting to college life, and if you have a 

specific one in mind, let your tour guide know. We can tell you right then and there whether that club 

already exists on our campus. 

 

 

DON'T be on your cell phone during the tour. 

Yes, we know that maybe we aren't your first choice school and someone dragged you to our campus. 

However, it is extremely frustrating to try and talk about the student-to-professor ratio when members of 

the tour are browsing their Facebook feeds. It's an automatic indication that you have zero interest, which 

means that we become a little less enthusiastic as well. And please, if you do decide to leave your phone 

on, turn them on vibrate. It's incredibly distracting to be in the middle of talking about the dining hall only 

to be interrupted by ringtones. 

 

 

DO ask questions! 

We exist as tour guides to give you information. If that means you need to bombard us with questions 

about the local music scene, so be it. If you want to know more about the partnerships between students 

and faculty, ask away. If I don't feel obligated to say "Does anyone have any questions?" because you're 

vocalizing the specifics about what you want to know, it tells me you came prepared and are invested in 

finding out whether or not our school is the right fit for you. 

 

 

DON'T walk in front of me.  

I've had prospective students and their families kick it into warp speed and stroll five or ten feet in front of 

me. I'm attempting to lead you around campus and show you all the highlights, and if you walk in front of 

me; well you're not going to know where we're going next, are you? 

 

 

 

DO let your tour guide know if you are seeing other colleges that day. 

Sometimes families will schedule three or four tours in one afternoon, especially if the colleges are 

located close together. That's fine, and we understand that you're taking advantage of being in the area. 

We're glad you're looking around! Just give us a fair warning ahead of time so we can either shorten our 

tour and keep you on schedule, or you can politely peel off from the tour group when you need to. It's a 

lot easier for us to know before heading out on tour if you're on a time crunch than getting halfway 

through the tour and you telling us you have to leave.  

 

 



DON'T keep quiet about any sort of physical needs, especially if they're not visible. 

I go to school in Vermont so I get a lot of students who have recently suffered from snowboarding or 

skiing accidents and are on crutches for my tour. Sometimes though, people have hip replacements or bad 

knees or rolled their ankle recently, and if that's the case for you, the best thing is to let us know. We can 

rearrange our route and make sure we utilize elevators and ramps instead of potentially injuring you 

further by taking the stairs. 

 

 

DO feel allowed to ask us about our personal experiences. 

Do you want to know why we chose the school, how far away from home we are, did we study abroad, or 

what internships have we've had? Questions like that are fair game, and we'd be happy to answer them for 

you. It helps you collect an idea about what the student demographic at the college is like. 

 

 

DON'T be worried if we're not the right school for you. 

It's okay! If you go on the tour and you don't like the residence halls, or we don't have something key to 

you enjoying your college experience (like your major) and you know it's not a good fit, that's alright. We 

will not take it personally. Of course, as tour guides, we love our school and want to share that, but we 

know that it's not the right choice for every person who visits. 

 

 

DO tell us if there is something specific you want to see. 

If you are on your high school dance team and you want to see our dance studio, let us know. Or maybe 

it's really important to you that you see the laundry rooms, or you want to check out our computer labs. 

All of these are valid requests, and as your tour guide, we want to make sure you're seeing the things that 

will be most important to you. 

 

Going on tours can be daunting, especially if you've been visiting multiple colleges. Remember that your 

tour guides are there to make learning about the school easier, and by following these dos and don'ts, your 

tour can be a very positive experience that alleviates some pressure about your college decision. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR TIME ON A COLLEGE TOUR  
 

Seven tips to share with your students who are visiting colleges this summer 

 
By Kelli OôConnor 

 
According to U.S. News and World Report, school counselors are a vital piece of the college-readiness puzzle for high school 

students. As they progress through high school and start looking at colleges, the information you provide will assist them as 

they prepare for the next step in their education. That is why we have compiled some words of wisdom from admissions offices 

across the country for you to share with your students and parents as they prepare for the college visit.  

 

1. Do your homework 

It seems a bit simple, but not all students are prepared once they reach campus. ñNot having an idea of what you are looking for 

wastes time,ò says Tayrn Hamill, part of the admissions team at Lynn University. ñThe majority of students say they are 

óundecidedô but that is not always the case. They have to take the time to ask themselves important questions like what type of 

classroom do I learn best in [large or small]? Do I want to go away to school? What would be my dream job? All of these 

things prepare them to find that perfect fit at a college or university,ò concludes Hamill.  

 

2. Mark your calendars 

Call to schedule tours early. Most colleges prefer to provide personalized visits to potential students rather than the large group 

tours. Advanced knowledge of the studentsô visit, potential majors they are considering and any extracurricular activities they 

would be interested in will aid the colleges in putting forth the most useful material, tours, students to talk to and faculty to 

meet. Also, encourage students to schedule a visit while the school is in session ð many parents and students head out to visit 

campuses during school breaks when their high school is out of session.  

 

3. Schedule a meeting ð when you are ready 

ñIf a student has decided on a major, I would recommend asking to meet with an advisor within that program,ò commented 

Ashley Witt, a recruiter at Southeast Community College. Witt, however, also believes ñif a student is considering two or three 

majors, I would wait to visit with faculty.ò 

 

4. Ask questions 

Witt says, ñstudents should ask about campus activities, residence life and services available on campus. Tutoring, career 

advising, accommodations, academic advising and career servicesò are all benefits provided by colleges. Students should have 

questions about the items that they will take advantage of once they are enrolled. Also, encourage students to speak up. Hamill 

believes ñstudents should try to figure out what their deal breakers are and ask questions based on thoseéstudents need to ask 

the questions, not default to Mom and Dad.ò 

 

5. Talk finances 

College is a major expense, and exploring every avenue available to assist with that expense is no small task. ñStudents should 

ask about any renewable scholarship opportunities and institutional grants that are available from the school,ò noted Joe 

Campos, Director of Admissions at Johnson & Wales University. ñThey must visit with the financial aid or planning 

department during their campus tour so that they are aware of the location, services and individuals who would be available to 

assist [them],ò concluded Campos.  

 

6. Be honest 

Justin Roy, Vice President of Marketing at William Peace University believes the one question students should ask themselves 

is ð ñis this a place that feels like home to me? No matter what I say, or a student shows someone, itôs all about that singular 

connection. If the answer is yes, then keep engaged! If they arenôt feeling it, let us admissions counselors know. Weôre here to 

counsel, not sell.ò  

 

7. Put down the phone! 

Witt remarked, ñStudents should not be on their phones while on tour. I cannot tell you how many students come into my 

office and sit at my desk and fiddle with their phones. It is not only distracting to me, but obviously they canôt listen and text at 

the same time.ò  

 

Roy agrees and adds advice for students: ñTry not to stay glued to your phone. The occasional stop for a photo, or a tweet, or 

letting your friends know whatôs going on... sure. But, never looking up and making eye contact, or trying to engage with your 

tour guide (whoôs probably a student)?  It can make us believe youôre not really interested.ò 

 

In the end, students should find a campus where they feel comfortable, where the faculty is encouraging, where the finances 

make sense for their family, and where they can see themselves for the next four years. 

 

 



ASK THESE QUESTIONS ON A CAMPUS TOUR 
 
What are the most important questions to ask on a campus tour? Here are some you should ask: 

  

 

Å Is there a core curriculum? How restrictive or broad is it? 

 

 

Å Is study abroad encouraged? 

 

 

Å What are the most popular majors? 

 

 

Å How accessible are the faculty and staff? How well do they get to know students? 

 

 

Å Is there guaranteed housing for freshmen? Where do upperclassmen live? 

 

 

Å Are there laundry and kitchen facilities? 

 

 

Å Do many students go home on weekends, leaving the campus deserted?  

 

 

Å If they stay on campus, how do students spend their leisure time? 

 

 

Å How accessible are the athletic and recreational facilities for non-intercollegiate athletics? 

 

 

Å What is the average financial aid package for the freshman year? For the remaining school years? 

 

 

Å What is the placement record for jobs and/or graduate school in my chosen field? 

 

 

Å Are campus buildings new? If not, are the older buildings in good shape? How well are the grounds maintained? 

 

 

Å How appealing are the residence facilities? Is there an adequate number? Are they well lit? Are there safety features such as 

fire escapes, limited entry, etc.?  

 

 

Å Is the main eating facility inviting, clean and well managed? What are the hours and food choices? 

 

 

Å Are there modern computer labs and equipment?  

 

 

Å Where is the campus clinic located and is it well staffed and equipped? 

 

 

Å Is public transportation available and where is the nearest airport and/or train station located? 

 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


