Advanced Placement Psychology Course Syllabus
Course Objectives:

Students will:

1. Understand the techniques, perspectives, and statistics involved in the research of Psychology.

2. Understand that psychological knowledge is constantly changing and adapting to new research and evidence.

3. Develop an appreciation for the complexity of human behavior and the thought processes of individuals and groups.

4.  Explain the connection between the biological and psychological components of behavior.
5. Analyze the behaviors of individuals and groups from multiple perspectives.

6. Critically evaluate research and the common misperceptions of Psychology in society (media).
7. Develop an appreciation for Psychology as a “quality of mind” represented by a way of thinking and not just a series of facts.

Resources:

Textbook: 

Psychology 8th edition by David Myers
Additional Readings:  

Forty Studies That Changed Psychology fifth edition by Roger Hock

The Man Who Mistook His Wife for a Hat by Oliver Sacks

Various Articles from Scientific American, The Mind, The Brain in the News, American Psychologist, and Discover.
Videos:

The Brain: Teaching Modules series produced by Colorado State University.  Boston: Annenberg/CPB, 1997

The Mind:  Teaching Modules series produced by Colorado State University.  Boston: Annenberg/CPB, 1999

Discovering Psychology (with Philip Zimbardo) produced by WGBH Boston with the APA.  Boston: WGBH, 2001

Films:

A Beautiful Mind, K-Pax, I Am Sam, Rain Man, Fifty First Dates, Sybil, At First Sight,  As Good As It Gets, Awakenings, Good Will Hunting, Identity, The Manchurian Candidate, One Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest, Ordinary People, Psycho, Regarding Henry, Shine, The Tic Code, When a Man Loves a Woman
(The underlined movies were shown in class and received a good reception from students, the others are strictly recommendations)

Websites:

AP Psychology Course Homepage:

http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/article/0,3045,151-165-0-2265,00.html
General Notes on Psychology:

http://www.madison.sandi.net/rrunyan/AP%20Psych/ap_psychology.htm
Site about Brain Research:

http://www.brainconnection.com/topics/?main=fa/mult-intelligence
Various Theories of Persoanlity:

http://www.ship.edu/~cgboeree/perscontents.html
The MBTI Personality Types:

http://www.personalitypage.com/portraits.html
Misha the Wonder Cat-Site on Conditioning:
http://www.karawynn.net/mishacat/
Websites on the Brain (for Brainquest):

http://web.sfn.org/backgrounders/interactivebrain/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/brain/3d/index.html
Implicit Attitude Test:

https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/
Do What You Are Website 
http://www.achieveworks.com/33699
Course Outline:
The following is a brief overview of the various units and topics we will discuss throughout the year.  In addition, at the end of the units there is a recommended activity to help master some of the concepts from that unit of study.  It is important to note that this listing is NOT a comprehensive view of everything we will cover, but simply an overview.

I.  History and Approaches and Research Methods

Textbook:  Prologue and Chapter 1
Videos:  Discovering Psychology #2

Essential Question:  How do the principal approaches affect an individual’s understanding of Psychology?

Essential Question:  To what extent can Psychology be considered a “hard” science?

History:  Functionalism vs. Structuralism

Modern Perspectives: Behavioral, biological, cognitive, humanistic, psychodynamic, evolutionary/sociobiological, and sociocultural.  

Nature of Scientific Inquiry:  Bias and error

Methodology: experiment, quasi-experiment, naturalistic observation, case-study, and survey

Statistics: Central tendency, variance, significance, causality, and correlation

Ethics:  Human participation, animal subjects, IRB.

Assignments/Assessments:

1. Students will research one of the top 20 most eminent Psychologists (lists vary).  They will create a one-page dossier including the following information:  Name, birth date, death date, the psychologist’s major perspective, the psychologist’s subfield (if applicable), major works, and why is this person on the top 20 list (what did they contribute to psychology)?  Students will share this information in small groups.

2. Students will create an operational definition for “surprise”.  Students will use this operational definition to assess the emotional responses of two students.

3. Students will create an experimental design for any psychological topic of their choosing.  These will be written in a research proposal (usually 2-3 pages).  The proposals will be peer reviewed using the basic criteria of what makes quality research before being submitted to the instructor.  ALL research components (independent and dependent variables, hypotheses etc…) are required.

II. Biological Bases of Behavior
Textbook:  Chapters 2 and 3
Forty Studies: One Brain Or Two, More Experience=Bigger Brain, Are You A Natural?
Videos:  The Mind #1, #3, and #20; Discovering Psychology #3 and #25; The Brain #1, #5, and  #12
Essential Question:  To what extent is nature more influential than nurture on behavior?

Neurons:  Structure, Neuronal communication, Neurotransmitters, effects of drug abuse.

Brain:  Research methodology, Neuroanatomy, development.

Nervous System:  Central Nervous System, Peripheral Nervous System, Sympathetic Nervous System, Parasympathetic Nervous System, Somatic, Autonomic Nervous System

Endocrine System:  Anatomy, Glands, Hormones, Interaction with the Nervous System

Genetics and Heritability:

Assignments/Assessments:

1. Students will visit the above websites attached to the Brainquest activity.  They will answer a variety of questions on the human brain and the function of its various parts.  They will also diagram a picture of the brain. (a copy of the assignment is already available, although the questions may vary) 

2.  Students will answer the questions on the Neurotransmitter and Endocrine system worksheets (attached).  They will share this information in small groups. 
III. Sensation and Perception
Textbook:  Chapters 5 and 6
Forty Studies:  Watch Out For the Visual Cliff, What You See Is What You’ve Learned.

Videos:  Discovering Psychology #7; The Brain #8 and #9; The Mind #20
Essential Question:  To what extent are sensations and perceptions representations of reality?
Psychophysics:  Thresholds, Weber’s Law, Fechner’s Law, Signal Detection Sensory Organs and Transduction:  Vision (including color and feature detection), audition (including sound localization), olfaction, gustation, proprioception (including vestibular sense and kinesthetic)

Perception:  Attention, Gestalt psychology, illusion
Assignments/Assessments:

1. Each student will create tests to illustrate the Gestalt principles.  They will use their tests on at least 5 students NOT in the class.  They will write a one page report detailing their results (was the Gestalt principle proven?)

2. Students will visit one of the following websites and explain how one of the illusions on this site works (a book of illusions also may be used, instead of the WWW).  Students should NOT look up the solution, but figure it out using their knowledge of psychology—solutions will be shared in class:

A.  http://www.torinfo.com/illusion/directory.html
B. http://www.coolopticalillusions.com/
C. http://dragon.uml.edu/psych/illusion.html
3. Students will perform a Stroop test in class.  Students will explain why this test works as a test of reading ability.
. 






IV. States of Consciousness
Textbook:  Chapter 7
Forty Studies: To Sleep, No Doubt To Dream, Unromancing The Dream, Acting As If You Are Hypnotized.

Videos:  The Brain #13, #14, and #15; The Mind #2; Discovering Psychology #13 and 14.

Essential Question:  How can Psychologists reconcile the various theories of consciousness (especially Freud) and their apparent impact on behavior with the importance of scientific evidence?

States of Consciousness:  Waking, Sleeping, Dreaming, Hypnosis, Effects of Drugs, Disorders.
Assignments/Assessments:

1. Students will keep a dream journal for a week.  Using books from the library, students will share their dreams in small groups and analyze the meaning of their dreams.  After the initial interpretations groups will switch books and interpret the same dreams again.  The class will discuss the variations amongst the books on the meanings of various events, places, activities in dreams.  Is dream interpretation a valid form of psychology?

2. Students will listen to a meditation CD in class.  Afterwards they will record their reaction to the meditation/CD.  Students will be asked to pay attention to their moods/reactions throughout the day. They will write one-page on their impressions of meditation and any effects it had on them in class and throughout the day. 


V.  Learning and Memory
Textbook:  Chapters 8 and 9
Forty Studies:  It’s Not Just About Salivating Dogs, Little Emotional Albert, Knock Wood, See Aggression…Do Aggression!, Thanks For The Memories!, Maps in Your Mind 

Videos:  Discovering Psychology #8 and #9, The Brain #16, #17, #18, 
Essential Question:  To what extent, if any, can conditioning and memory be evaluated/described as a biological basis for behavior?

Classical Conditioning:  Pavlov, Watson, behaviorism, biological critique, cognition

Operant Conditioning:  Thorndike, Skinner, behavior modification, biological critique, cognition

Observational Learning:  Bandura

Memory:  Information processing, storage, retrieval, biology of memory (hippocampus, the engram)

Problems with Memory:  Loftus and Schacter, proactive and retroactive amnesia, forgetting.

Assignments/Assessments:

1. Students will be asked to either recall Snow White’s seven dwarves freely or to pick them from a list of possibilities.  The accuracy of the two types of memory used will be discussed and shared.

2.  Students will be asked to record the phases of the moon on at least 9 separate occasions throughout the 3 weeks in this unit.  Students will use their notes and, sharing with each other, attempt to explain the phases of the moon. Afterwards, students will write a 2-3 page report on the process of their learning about the phases of the moon. They will us ethe following guiding questions:

A.  How did they use prior knowledge to assist them?  

B. How did their observations help? 

C.  How did sharing with others help?  

D. Were they successfully able to explain the phases of the moon?

E. How would they “teach” this information to someone else?
3. The letters CNNMTVUSAIBM will be written on the board and immediately erased.  Students will be asked how much they can reproduce from this list.  Next, the following will be written (with spaces) CNN MTV USA IBM and immediately erased.  Students will be asked how much of this they can reproduce.  What was the difference between the two activities considering the letter are the same?

***MIDTERM EXAM***

VI. Cognition and Language
Textbook:  Chapters 10 and 11
Forty Studies: Just How Are You Intelligent?

Videos:  Discovering Psychology #6 and #25, The Brain #4
Essential Question:  How accurate are the theories of intelligence in describing a person’s abilities/chances for success?

Thinking:  Algorithms, Heuristics, Problem Solving, Artificial Intelligence, 

Obstacles to problem solving.
Intelligence:  history of IQ (Galton, Binet, Terman), methodology in testing (Stanford-Binet, Alpha and Beta Tests, Wechsler,), norms, reliability, validity defining intelligence, nature-nurture, Cattell, Gardner, Sternberg.
Language:  Skinner, Chomsky, Pinker, phonemes, morphemes, grammar 

Assignments/Assessments:
1. Students will be asked to obtain any IQ scores from their guidance       counselors.  Students will be asked to take an online IQ test at www.tickle.com .  What variations, if any, occurred between their original IQ test and the online version?  The class will evaluate the types of questions on the “classic IQ test” fond on the website.
2. Students will be given the Einstein riddle “Neighbors” from the website: http://hlavolamy.szm.sk/brainteasers/puzzles-riddles.htm .  They will be asked to turn in their answer with ALL of their work.  What process did you have to go through to solve this puzzle?  Why would Einstein claim that 98% of people could never solve it?  How quickly were you able to do it, if at all?  Are you correct?
VII Motivation and Emotion
Textbook:  Chapters 12, 13 and 14
Forty Studies:  A Sexual Motivation, I Can See It All Over Your Face!, Racing Against Your Heart

Videos:  Discovering Psychology #12; The Mind #21 and 22
Essential Question:  How much of our motivation and emotion arise from social factors rather than physiology?

Concepts:  Instinct, drive, optimal arousal, Maslow’s hierarchy, 

Hunger and Eating Disorders:  Biology of hunger, cultural components, Anorexia Nervosa, Bulimia Nervosa, Obesity

Sexuality:  Biology of sexuality, social factors, Freud





Achievement:  Social needs, Esteem needs, Power needs, intrinsic and extrinsic motivation, McClelland

Emotion:  Physiology, Expressions (Darwin and Ekman), James-Lange, Cannon-Bard, Schacter-Singer
Stress:  GAS, Selye, health, physiology, Type A and Type B personalities


Assignments/Assessments:

1. Students will write an operational definition and experiment to test for an emotion.  They must be as complete as possible.  Their work will be peer critiqued.  Why is this assignment difficult?  

VIII. Developmental Psychology
Textbook:  Chapter 4
Forty Studies:  Discovering Love, Out Of Sight, But Not Out Of Mind; How Moral Are You?

Videos:  Discovering Psychology #18, The Brain #2 and #3
Essential Question:  Is change throughout life continuous or do we develop in distinct biologically based stages?

Methodology:  Longitudinal and cross-sectional studies

Genetics and Environment:  Nature vs. nurture, maturation, learning

Theories:  Piaget, Freud, Kohlberg, Gilligan, Erkison, Kubler-Ross, Bowlby and Ainsworth, Harlow, and Vygotsky

Stages:  Infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood, continuity of change vs. stage theories
Identity:  Gender Schema Theory, Ethnic and Racial Identity, Sexuality
Assignments/Assessments:

1. Students will observe a toddler and write 3 reports (2-3 pages each). Each report will evaluate the toddler’s abilities/development in one of the following three domains:  Physical, Cognitive, and Social.  Can this child be considered “normal”?  Why is that a difficult assessment for any psychologist?

IX. Personality
Textbook:  Chapters 15
Forty Studies:  Are You The Master Of Your Fate?, Masculine or Feminine…Or Both!
Videos:  Discovering Psychology #15, The Brain #23
Essential Question:  Do our personalities primarily remain stable or do we change through time?

Psychodynamic:  Freud, Jung, Adler

Trait Perspective:  Allport, Factor analysis, Five factor model, Cattell, Eysenck, Myers-Briggs (Jung’s influence on MBTI)

Humanistic:  Maslow and Rogers

Social-Cognitive:  Bandura and Seligman
Assignments/Assessments:

1.  Students will take the “Do What You Are” (website above) online survey.  They will compare their results with their previous ones (they may be obtained from their counselors).  Did the results change?  Do they agree with the results?  Have someone else do the test for you (that is answer the questions as they think you would answer).  Are the results the same or different, and what does that mean?
X.  Abnormal Psychology
Textbook: Chapters 16 
Forty Studies:  Who’s Crazy Here, Anyway?, You’re Getting Defensive Again! 
Videos:  Discovering Psychology: #21, The Brain #26, A Beautiful Mind or K-Pax
Essential Question:  How does the socio-cultural influence on the DSM-IV TR affect the concept that Psychology is a “hard” science?  

Approaches:  Rosenhan study, historical approaches, medical model, cultural influences
Categorization of Disorders:  Creation, evolution and usage of the DSM-IV TR

Categories of Disorders: Anxiety, mood, personality, dissociative, somatoform, organic, and psychotic.

Assignments/Assessments:

1.  Students will write a report and create a presentation on one disorder.  See the attached assignment.

XI. Treatment of Psychological Disorders
Textbook:  Chapter 17 

Forty Studies:  Relaxing Your Fears Away, Projections of Who You Are, Picture This!

Videos:  Discovering Psychology #22, The Mind #35

Essential Question:  To what extent can Psychologists create unified treatment approaches that are equally effective for all individuals with a certain disorder?

Major Approaches:  Psychoanalysis, Behaviorism, Humanistic, Cognitive (group), Pharmacological (Biological)

Efficacy:  outcomes of treatment, treatment and the law, cultural influence on outcomes
XII. Social Psychology
Textbook:  Chapter 18
Forty Studies:  The One, The Many…; The Power Of Conformity, Obey At Any Cost?, Thoughts Out Of Tune

Videos:  Discovering Psychology #26

Essential Question: To what extent is nurture more influential than nature on behavior?

Attitudes and Behavior: Fundamental attribution error, roles, Festinger and cognitive dissonance, 

Group dynamics:  Asch, Milgram, Social Loafing, Janis, Zimbardo.

Additional Concepts:  Altruism, Aggression, Attraction, Corporation/Organizations   
Assignments/Assessments:

1.  Student will visit the IAT website (Project Implicit listed above).  They will take at least one of the online tests.  What do you think about your results?  Does this test accurately depict implicit attitudes?
What critique do you think critics might argue?

Review
General Assessments:
1. Students will take notes in a 3 ring notebook.  The purpose is to act as a study guide for tests, quizzes, and exams.  Students will be required to write down the significance of important names, dates, places, events, etc…These notebooks may be checked periodically and students WILL earn a grade for this assignment.  It is expected that EVERY NIGHT a student reads she/he will also take notes.  

2. Each unit will have a multiple choice test and at least one essay question.  This will be the final assessment for each unit.  The test is designed to approximate the types of questions students will find on the AP Exam.  ALL tests throughout the year will be cumulative, meaning that questions from previous units of study may appear on ANY future test.  
3. Once every semester students may be given an opportunity to create a poster for one unit/concept of study that they had difficulty understanding. This will be near the end of the nine weeks and will cover any material discussed throughout the previous quarter.  These works may be displayed in class.   
The Midterm and Final Exam:
Like any college course there will be a variety of assessments.  Amongst these will be two major assessments.  The first is the midterm exam.  This exam will be a modified Advanced Placement exam (questions we have not covered will be removed).  The midterm includes a series of multiple choice questions and two essay questions.  The other major assessment is the AP exam itself.  Any student who takes the exam will be exempt from the course final.  A score of 3, 4, or 5 on the AP exam generally results in the awarding of college credit.  It is the student’s responsibility to check with her/his individual college’s/university’s requirements for credit.  The only other way to earn an exemption from the final exam is listed below.  This is a school policy and may be changed at the discretion of the school.  Student will be notified of any changes.  Otherwise, the final exam will be a modified version of the AP exam administered by the teacher.  It will have 100 questions and 2 essays.  For additional information on the AP Psychology exam, please visit the following website: http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/members/article/1,3046,152-171-0-2088,00.html
“Seniors are eligible for exam exemptions for 2nd semester; however, this policy is tied to attendance and discipline. It is important that you be aware of the requirements for eligibility. High school seniors at Berkmar may be eligible for exam exemption according to the following criteria: 

The student does not have more than 3 absences in the class(es) to be exempt: 

Absences for school related reasons will not count against the senior for exam exemption purposes. 

If a senior is suspended out of school (OSS) or assigned to in-school suspension (ISS), he/she is no longer eligible for exam exemption. 

A senior must be present in the class at least 50% of the period to avoid being counted absent for exam exemption purposes. 

Berkmar seniors who have a cumulative "A" average (90.00 or above) at the end of 1st semester, will be exempt from taking examinations 2nd semester provided the attendance criteria has been met.

Berkmar seniors who have an "A" average (90.00 or above) in a specific course may be exempt from taking the 2nd semester exam in that course provided the attendance criteria has been met.

No arbitration board will exist for any special cases. 


This exemption does not apply to the performance component of the final exam which is given 1-3 weeks prior to the official final exam days. 

To apply for exam exemptions, students must obtain an exemption form and get it completed by all applicable teachers. The form must be turned in to the attendance office by the due date and students will keep a copy to be used as their check-in or check-out slip.”
Policies and Procedures     

Classroom Style

When entering the classroom please go to your assigned seat and read the board for the introductory activity and any additional information (like what to do with your homework). DO NOT wait for the bell to ring, but begin working on the activity immediately. 

Respect

The only rule in this class is respect.  Respect falls into three categories: Respect yourself, Respect others, and Respect property.  Please be mindful of each other’s feelings and beliefs.  Harassment or disrespect (name calling, taunting, bullying etc…) will NOT be tolerated. In addition, destruction of any property is prohibited.  If we respect each other, then we should have productive class discussions, something I enjoy.

Attendance

You must be in the classroom when the bell rings or you will be marked tardy.  It is important to remember we have a strict attendance policy.  Lastly, use the restroom before coming to class or  during the last five minutes of class, rather than asking to go during our session since we only have a limited amount of time to cover a great deal of information.   Below is an excerpt from the attendance letter:

“Students who are registered in school, but not attending, and have acquired five (5) days of unexcused absences are considered to be truant. These will not include days missed for out-of-school suspension (OSS). His/her administrator will issue a letter to the student. Parental contact will be made by a counselor in order to discuss possible solutions to attendance problems and/or potential problems that poor attendance may cause. These students may be reported to the Gwinnett County Juvenile Court for being in violation of the Georgia Compulsory School Attendance Law requirements. 

Students with seven (7) or more unexcused absence will receive a written warning from the school. If the unexcused absences continue, the school will be required to make a report to the state. At that point, students will not be eligible to obtain or keep a permit or driver’s license. The student will lose driving privileges for one year or until he or she reaches the age of 18. Students with 15+ unexcused absences will be referred to the Student Attendance Review Committee (SARC is a form of SST.). This committee will develop a plan of action that would appropriately address the needs of the student. A Social Worker will follow-up on students that have fifteen (15) or more unexcused absences in an effort to assist students and families in improving student attendance. If the student's attendance does not improve the Social Worker may file a petition with the Gwinnett County Juvenile Court for violation of the Compulsory School Attendance Law. Action may also be taken to hold the parent(s) of these students responsible for violation of the same laws, as well as other laws that may be applicable.”
Homework

Please expect to have homework every night.  The homework for the entire week will be posted in the room.  It is your responsibility to copy the entire week’s homework.  I will notify the class if any changes are made.  Homework is to be completed and turned in on time. Late work will not be graded unless you are absent for a verified reason (sickness, etc…) then, please turn in your homework on the day of your return.   I will ask that you find two students as study buddies.  These are people who will help you throughout the course and should pick up any homework that you might miss when you are absent.  If your study buddies are unable to assist you, you may pickup homework upon your return.  In that situation, please see me immediately.  You can only make-up homework from an excused absence. It is your responsibility to keep up with the homework.  

Grading

I use a system called total points.  Each assignment will be worth a specific number of points (the values change from assignment to assignment, but I will tell you what the point values will be).  At the end of the term I divide your total points earned by the total points possible and that gives me your percentage I follow the school grading guidelines:

90-100 A

80-89 B

74-79 C

70-73 D

0-69 F

I DO NOT grade on a curve, so don’t ask.  However; I may provide you with the opportunity for extra credit.  The secret to performing well in this class is to work hard and complete ALL of the homework.  There is no substitute for hard work.  

Help

I encourage you to use your study buddies as much as possible.  However, if at any time I can be of assistance do not hesitate to stop by.  I will normally be available on Tuesdays and Thursdays until 4:30.  Please let me know ahead of time if you are going to stop by, otherwise, I may leave when I am done with my work.  In addition you may email me. My email is keith_haber@gwinnett.k12.ga.us (school) or Khaber1000@gamil.com (alternate).  I generally check my email before 8 o'clock at night.  If you email me later, I may NOT get it, so please try to contact me early. Any student remaining at school after sixth period must either be with a specific teacher/coach or must report to the Media Center at 2:30 for after school study hall, Monday through Thursday.   Study hall lasts until 6:00.  Parents can reach their students by calling the media center.
Parent/Student Acknowledgement
I, ______________________________, have read and understand the syllabus/policies 

                (Print Parent Name)

and procedures.  If there is any need to reach me, please contact me using the following 

method(s) (check all that apply and place the contact information on the attached line):

____Email _________________________

____Home phone____________________

____Work phone____________________

____Cell phone______________________
_________________________________   ____________

Parent signature


         Date


_________________________________   ___________

Student signature


          Date

The signature on this form verifies that both the parent and the student has received and read the course syllabus.  Please return this form by Wednesday, August 13 2008.  
