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Ninth Grade Literature and Composition End-of-Course Test Study Guide
Directions:  Your goal is to study for the upcoming end-of-course test.  Use the packet and the book provided to assist you. Your responses should be evident of thought and neatly written.  In exchange for a job well done, I will drop two of your lowest quiz scores. If your work is mediocre, you will risk losing this opportunity.  Working through these assignments will only benefit you, your average, and your score on the end-of-course test.  Many of the responses on this activity are individualized.  Do not share your responses with anyone. That would be an automatic loss of this opportunity.  You have class time on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday to complete this assignment.  
Learning Challenge:  Work through the sample questions from each segment of the packet.  Look at the answers and explanations as you work.  Also, read all parts.  There is helpful information throughout this packet.  I have only created questions for some parts.
1. What are the four domains/categories involved in the End-of-Course Test?

2. Read “The Dime Novel” on page 16.  Based on the information, give three possible reasons why Dime novels were so popular.

3. (a.) Explain why the excerpt from Life on the Mississippi on page 16 is considered first person point of view.  (b.) Give an example from the passage to support your response.  You’ll find extra help for this one on page 22.
4. Define and give an example of a work of fiction.

5. Define and give an example of a work of nonfiction.

6. Define and give an example of a work of drama.

7. Define and give an example of a work of poetry.
8. (a.) What is figurative language?  (b.) Why is the statement, “He runs like a gazelle,” considered figurative language?

9. Write one sentence containing enough imagery to appeal to three senses.

10. (a.) If a dove is considered a symbol, what does it symbolize?  (b.) Give an example of another common symbol and what it symbolizes.

11. Consider the plot of either To Kill a Mockingbird or Romeo and Juliet.
Identify some of what occurs in the parts of the plot listed below:

a. exposition:
b. rising action:

c. climax:

d. denouement/falling action:

e. resolution:

12. Give an example of a person vs. self conflict from “The Most Dangerous Game.”

13. Give an example of a person vs. society conflict from To Kill a Mockingbird.
14. Give an example of a person vs. person conflict from Romeo and Juliet.

15. What kind of conflict would you expect to find in a story about a woman’s survival of a massive hurricane?  Support your response.  
16. Give the six (6) ways an author can reveal information about his/her character.

17. Scout is the main character in To Kill a Mockingbird.  Give four traits of this character.

18. (a.) What is the complete setting of To Kill a Mockingbird?  (b.) Would the story change if the location or time period was changed?

19.  Read the two passages under mood on page 22.
a. List three words that are used to develop the scary, suspenseful mood in the first example.

b. List three words that are used to develop the light, optimistic mood in the second example.
20. Verbal irony is best known as ____________________.  On page 21 the “I love cleaning up my room” example is given even though the teenager clearly does not like cleaning his/her room.  (a.)Give another example of verbal irony.  (b.) Explain the irony you have used so that a third grader could understand it.

21. “You are a great learner.  If you apply yourself, you can be successful.”  Which point of view is expressed in this statement?  Support your answer.
22. What is the difference between third-person omniscient and third-person limited?  Make sure that your response is in language that a third grader could understand.

23. If theme is the meaning you take away from a literary work, what is the theme of To kill a Mockingbird.  Use information from page 23to help you.
24. To Kill a Mockingbird is not a biography, autobiography, or a memoir.
a. What would Harper Lee have to change to make her book a biography?

b. What would Harper Lee have to change to make her book an autobiography?

c. What would Harper Lee have to change to make her book a memoir?

25. Alliteration is the repeated initial sound in more than one word.  Example:  The wacky waiter whispered, ”Finish your flaky fish first. “  Give another example sentence including two uses of alliteration.
26. Write a very short poem (four lines) about school.  Use the rhyme scheme: abab.
27. Finish this sentence with examples of onomatopoeia. 

You are in your room late at night.  The house is almost quiet except for…__________________, _________________, and __________________.

28. Create a new example of personification, metaphor, simile, and hyperbole based on a single object.  Page 37 uses a box of chocolates. Pick an object and have fun.  Be creative!

	Term 
	Example

	personification
	

	metaphor
	

	simile
	

	hyperbole
	


29.   The economy is tough in the year 2031.  If you were told that the only way to become rich was to become a poet, which would be easiest for you to create lyric poetry or narrative poetry?  Explain why.  (b.) Based on your answer in (a.), give the title of your first lyric or narrative poem.
30. In Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, which of the following characters (Lady Capulet or Mercutio) would most likely deliver a monologue?  Support your response based on the play.
31. In Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, which of the following characters (Romeo or Juliet) would most likely deliver a soliloquy?  Support your response based on the play .
32.   Why is an aside properly named?  What would be another appropriate name (make it up) that would fit the definition?
33. Dramatic irony occurs when the viewer knows more than the actors onstage.  Give an example from Romeo and Juliet when the audience/reader knows an important piece of information that the character does not know.  Hint: that piece of information could have changed the whole outcome.  Have you figured it out yet?  Wow, you have just identified an example of dramatic irony.

34.   Melissa, a new student at Central Gwinnett, moved to Lawrenceville from a small town in South Georgia called Rincon.  Melissa had trouble getting through traffic, finding parking spaces, and navigating around the large school between classes.  After being late for the eighth time and getting detention as a result, Melissa admitted to her parents that she was “a fish out of water.”  (a.)  Should Melissa’s parents get her a new fishbowl?  (b.)  What does Melissa mean?  Refer to page 37 to use the proper title for this expression in your response.
35. Denotation is _________________________________________________________________.

Connotation is ____________________________________________________________________.

36. Replace the underlined word with a word that has a similar denotation, but a different connotation.

a. The cashier was forgetful, often adding the sales tax twice. (negative connotation:_______________)

b. The radio on the windowsill played endlessly. (negative connotation:__________________)

c. Robert had trouble making friends because he was anti-social. (positive connotation:______________)
37. What is another name for the main idea of a piece of writing?  Give two examples of these main ideas from page 31.
38. Change the following statements from informal to formal language or vice versa.  
a. This awesome song really rules.

b. The facts to which the reporter referred were of unquestionable veracity.

39. Would an autobiography by George W. Bush be a primary or secondary source?  Support your response.

40. Would a section in your history book on George W. Bush be a primary or secondary source?  Support your response.

41. What is the best way to avoid plagiarism?  Read item #4 on page 60 before you respond.

42. List the seven helpful parts of a book from page     .  Know the function of each one.  Record the definition of any you find difficult memorizing.
43. Fix the subject-verb agreement problem in the following sentences:

a.  Michelle, Mandy, and Moose buys snacks for the class.
b. Morgan do no like to oversleep.

44. Insert the correct punctuation marks and capitalization in the following sentences:
a. Although mother offered danny mark and neal went to the store to get the necessary groceries milk bread cheese and bananas

b. The howards store was closed when the group arrived the owner arrived with a muffled I m sorry as he opened the store late

45. Circle the correct spelling:
a.  lier


liar
b.  tries

trys


c.  families

familys

d. citys


cities

e.  lifes


lives

f. tomatoes

tomatos

g.  echos

echoes

46. Write one example sentence using the homonyms they’re, their, and there correctly.

47. Correct this sentence for parallelism. Use page 68 to help you.

Margaret measured, cut, and was sewing the dress she intended to wear to the prom.  

48.  Create a study plan for this EOCT using Page 104 as your guide.

Tips to success on the End-of-Course Test and other Standardized Test
· Learn basic literary terms, not just memorize them for tests.  Strive to store the information in a permanent location in your memory banks (p.18).

· As you read extended passages on tests, stop after each paragraph and ask yourself what the paragraph was about before moving on to the next one (p.19).

· Try to answer questions logically before you look at the list of choices. This makes picking out the correct answer easier (p.28).
· Look at word parts to try to figure out the meaning of unknown words (p.30).

· Preview tests questions before reading long passages to help you focus on the important information (p.32).

· Look for context clues to unfamiliar words in the sentences preceding the unfamiliar word and directly after the unfamiliar word (p. 37).

· When struggling with finding errors in sentences, don’t be afraid to trust your “ears.”  If it sounds wrong, it may well be wrong (p. 63).

