
# 2  Ancient Greece 
 
 
 
AKS:  

examine the political, philosophical and cultural interaction of Classical 
Mediterranean societies from 700 BCE to 400 CE (GPS) (SSWH_C2007-32) 

 
 
Indicators of Achievement: 
32a - explain how geographic features and cultural diffusion affected the development of the 
Greek and Roman civilizations, 32b - compare the origins and structure of the Greek polis, the 
Roman Republic, and the Roman Empire, 32c - trace the transitions in Classical Greece from 
Hellenistic Greece to the conquest by Alexander the Great, 32d - trace the development of Rome 
from Republic to Empire, 32e - identify the ideas and impact of important individuals to include 
Socrates, Plato, Aristotle; the diffusion of Greek culture by Aristotle's pupil, Alexander the Great; 
and the impact of Julius and Augustus Caesar, 32f - analyze the contributions of Hellenistic and 
Roman culture to include government, law, gender, mathematics, and science, 32g - describe 
polytheism in the Greek and Roman world and the origins and diffusion of Christianity in the 
Roman world, 32h - analyze the changes and continuities from origins to the fall of the Greek and 
Roman Classical Civilizations, 32i - analyze the factors that led to the collapse of the Western 
Roman Empire 

 
 
 
Geography Shaped Greek Life 

 
The Sea The Land The Climate 

• Linked 
different part of 
Greece, as well 
as the 
surrounding 
world, together 

• ¾ covered by 
mountains 

• Divided land 
into small, 
independent 
communities 

• Loyal to local 
communities 

• Land 
transportation 
difficult 

• ¼ arable land 

• Moderate 
temperatures 

• Supported 
outdoor life 

• Leisure time 
spent at 
outdoor public 
events 

• Discussed 
public issues, 
exchanged 
news, took 
active part in 
civic life 

 

 
 



 

 
 
 
About when did the city-state of Athens develop? 
When did the Roman Republic begin?  
How many years passed between the development of these two civilizations? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
What type of government was established in Athens? Was Pericles correct in  
saying that their constitution would serve as a pattern for others? Explain. 
 
 



 
Who first instituted democracy in Athens after overthrowing the aristocrats? 
Who developed Athenian democracy to its greatest height? Explain. 
 

 
 
How does the trial of Socrates reflect on Athenian democracy? 



 
 
 
Who made up the Assembly? Who couldn’t participate? 
What kind of democracy, based on who participated directly in the government, 
was established in Athens? 
 
Link to another event: 
 
Athenian Democracy Both U.S. Democracy 

• Citizens: male; 18 years 
old; born of citizen 
parents 

• Laws voted on and 
proposed directly by 
assembly of all citizens 

• Leader chosen by lot 
• Executive branch 

composed of a council of 
500 men 

• Juries varied in size 
• No attorneys; no 

appeals; one-day trials 

• Political power exercised 
by citizens 

• Three branches of 
government 

• Legislative branch passes 
laws 

• Executive branch carries 
out laws 

• Judicial branch conducts 
trials with paid jurors 

• Citizens: born in U.S. or 
completed citizenship 
process 

• Representatives elected 
to propose and vote on 
laws 

• Elected president 
• Executive branch made 

up of elected and 
appointed officials 

• Juries composed of 12 
jurors 

• Defendants and plaintiffs 
have attorneys; long 
appeals process 



 


