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The involvement of parents is critical to the success of a child’s education.  At Clarkesville Elementary we believe that parents serve an important role in the decision-making process as we plan, implement, and evaluate our programs.  The purpose of this policy is to inform and educate parents about the Title 1 program and responsibilities of the school in regards to parent involvement.  The Title 1 Parent Involvement Policy aligns with the system policy and adheres to the guidelines specified in the No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act of 2001.

Clarkesville Elementary School’s Title 1 program will:

1. Involve parents in the development of the Title 1 plan and in the process of school review and improvement through the use of parent surveys, membership on committees and the school council.  Parents will receive and sign a copy of the parent/student/teacher/administrator compact.

2. Work with the elementary curriculum director to ensure coordination and support for the Title 1 program and parent involvement programs.

3. Design and provide high quality parent involvement programs to increase parent involvement in their child’s education and learning.

4. Coordinate parent involvement programs and activities that will be in conjunction with all programs that contain a parent involvement component.  The programs may include but are not limited to EIP, ESOL, Reading Recovery, and Migrant.

5. Evaluate the Title 1 program annually to ascertain the effectiveness and appropriateness of the program.  This includes the parent involvement component to determine participation levels and identifying barriers to parent participation.  The findings of this evaluation will be used to design strategies for school improvement in order to increase student achievement through parental involvement.

6. Involve parents in a variety of ways in their child’s education.  This may include, but not be limited to parent workshops, distribution of newsletters, and encouraging parents to serve on PTCO committees and the School Council.

7. Utilize parent involvement funds in a responsible manner based on the needs identified in parent surveys and through the school improvement plan.   

8. Encourage parent input concerning parenting activities and school improvement.

9. Review the Title I parent involvement policy based on the changing needs of the students and parents.

10. Provide timely information about school programs, curriculum, academic assessment, and measures of progress.  The school will allow opportunities for parents to meet with school personnel to formulate suggestions and participate in discussions in regards to their child’s education.

11. Provide high quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective environment so that children can meet the state’s standards for academic achievement.

12. Inform parents of school related activities using many forms of communication including sending letters home written in the language used at home.  This may include, but not limited to newsletters, letters, email announcements via communication link, agenda books, Friday folders, telephone contacts, marquee, mailings, school website, and conferences.  Frequent reports will be made to parents through progress reports, report cards and computer generated reports to inform parents of student progress.

13.  Encourage parents to attend meetings, workshops, and conferences to learn how they can help their children to improve their academic performance.  Parents are encouraged to visit the school, volunteer at the school and participate in school activities.  Ask for parental input on workshops to be held to meet their needs and ask for feedback after each workshop.
14. Notify parents of the AYP (Annual Yearly Progress) status of the school each year.  The school will provide individual student assessment results and interpretation of those results and the proficiency levels the students are expected to meet on the CRCT.
Our mission states that we will provide effective practices to meet the individual needs of our students.  In order to help us implement this vision the following activities are planned for our staff, parents and community.

· PTCO Title 1 Program:  The first PTCO meeting of the year Title 1 information will be provided to parents which will included the purpose of Title 1 and how this program effects their child.  This program will occur during the first month of school.  Other information discussed will be
Why is Clarkesville Elementary a Title 1 school?

What are the essential components of a school wide Title 1 program?

How are Title 1 funds used to support teachers and students?

The Teacher-Parent-Student-Administrator Compact will be sent home for parents/students/teachers/principal to sign.

· Fall Festival:  All parents and students are invited to attend a variety of activities provided by the PTCO.
· Grandparents’ Lunch: (October) All grade levels

· Student Talent Show: (February) The students will have the opportunity to perform their talents during the school day and at the PTCO meeting in May.  Parents will be invited to watch their children perform at the PTCO meeting.

· Holiday Celebration PTCO Meeting:  The purpose of this meeting is to provide a fun filled evening for parents, teachers and students to showcase their talents and to share how parents can help their children become better readers.

· Book Fair:  (October, February and May) Provide opportunities for parents/relative to come to the school to select reading materials for their children.

· Parenting Nights: Parents are invited to learn more ways to support their child’s education at home.  They will also be provided with activities of how they can assist their child at home with fun learning activities.  They will have the opportunity to incorporate real life activities in a way of learning.  The parents and students will be provided with ideas of how to use items from home to make them into learning opportunities.  The parents will have the curriculum for their child’s grade level explained to them.
· Junior Achievement:  (Spring)  Parents as well as community members associated with Region’s Bank, our Partner In Education, provide instruction in 5th grade utilizing the curriculum provided by Junior Achievement.

· Mentoring: (On-going)  Community members, parents and high school students voluntarily work with specific students on a regular basis to meet academic and social needs of the student.

· Reading Buddies:  (On-going)  Community members, parents volunteer their time to work with a specific student weekly to improve their reading ability and comprehension. 

· Classroom Volunteers:  (On-going)  Parents and community members voluntarily work in classrooms to meet needs identified by the teacher.

· After-School Tutoring:  The third, fourth and fifth grade students who have not passed the CRCT in reading and/or math are first to receive the opportunity to participate in the program to receive extra support in their learning.

· Parent Surveys:  (winter)  Parent Surveys are sent home to receive feedback about the school.  These surveys help provide information to aid in the development of the school improvement plan.
· Partners in Education:  Local businesses partner with the school to provide resources, volunteers, or other methods of support for students and teachers.

· Lunch with the Principal:   Local restaurants partner with the school to provide 12 complimentary meals each week for students who display desired character traits or follow school rules.

· 4H:  The school partners with the local county extension office to provide this program.   Monthly meetings are led by the county extension agent for 5th grade students.   

· CHAMPS (Choosing Healthy Attitudes and Methods Promoting Safety):   The school partners with a local law enforcement agency that provides a semester long curriculum for 5th grade students.  Topics for these meetings include alcohol, drug and tobacco awareness, home safety, water safety, choosing healthy foods and exercise, and making good decisions.
· Good News Club:   After the school day is completed on Tuesdays, students may attend a nondenominational club that is sponsored by a local church.  
· Homework Center:  Clarkesville Elementary participates in a countywide community funded project for elementary students.  The program offers a professionally supervised setting to provide help with daily homework assignments.
· Kip’s Crew Chorus:   4th and 5th grade students can participate in a non-auditioned choral group that performs for school and community events.  
· School Council:  (Sept., Dec., Feb., Apr.)  The School Council meets four times per year to discuss various topics relating to Clarkesville Elementary School.  The council is composed of three parent representatives, one business partner representative, one community member, two teachers and the school principal.
· Biscuits with Dads/Muffins with Mom:  (Feb.) All grade levels – Parents or guardians will be invited to eat breakfast with their child.
· Celebrate the Arts Night:  (March)  Student art work is displayed in the school and the chorus sings.  Parents/relatives are encouraged to come and enjoy the talents of their children.

· Honor’s Day:  (May)  Parents are invited to attend this end of school celebration to recognize students for their achievements.

· PTCO Spring Fling:  (May)  Parents are invited to participate in various activities with their children.
· Volunteer Tea: (May) All parent and community volunteers are invited to a tea to be recognized for their involvement with the school.

The faculty and staff at Clarkesville Elementary believe that communication between the school and families is important to building community and this communication helps to foster high expectations.  We employ the following methods to provide parents with timely information about opportunities at Clarkesville Elementary along with keeping parents updated about the academic and behavior performances of their children.  Toner cartridges will be needed in order to print the parent communication letters on to be sent home with the students.

· Student Handbooks (Open House)  Student handbooks will be sent home with all students at Open House to ensure that the school guidelines and expectations are available to all parents to refer to during the school year.

· Email Update:  (weekly)  A school-based email to all parents who have expressed an interest in receiving information in this manner for upcoming events.  Also, noteworthy achievements of the school are highlighted.

· Grade-level Agendas:  (daily)  Teachers in all grade levels send home agendas each day with all of the students.  These serve as daily vehicles to inform parents of successes and needs of their children.  Also, parents can use this vehicle as a way to send back concerns and praises to their child’s teacher.

· Clarkesville Elementary Web Page:  The web page allows parents to quickly access information about the school and to get vital information that is posted.  School information is updated weekly on the web page.

· Notify Me:  The principal sends out schools newsletters periodically through the 
“Notify Me” feature on the web site as needed.

· PowerSchool:  (on-going) Parents have access via the Internet to information pertaining to their child’s grades and attendance either by accessing this themselves or by registering to receive an email containing this information on a regular basis.

· Weekly Take-Home Folders:  (weekly)  The folders are sent home each Friday.  Classroom teachers use these to keep parents informed of student academic progress by sending home graded student assignment documentation.

· Classroom Newsletters:  (weekly) Teachers send home classroom newsletters noting activities impacting their classroom.  These newsletters also provide parents with study tips, upcoming due dates for assignments, and information relative to school-wide issues.

