PARENT AND STUDENT NOTIFICATION FORM

When a student is absent, a written excuse is to be brought to school explaining the
reason for the absence. This excuse is to be brought to school within three school days of
each absence, as required by Murray County School District policy. It is the
responsibility of the parent, guardian, or person in controt of a child or children to ensure
that the school receives each and every written excuse.

Children may be temporarily excused from school (1) when they are personally ill and
their attendance in school would endanger their health or the health of others; (2) when in
the immediate family there is a serious illness or death which would reasonably
necessitate absence from school; (3) on special and recognized religious holidays
observed by their faith; (4) when mandated by order of governmental agencies (e.g., pre-
induction physical examination for military service or court order); (5) principal’s
approval of attendance at school related experiences.

Every stzdent in Murray County receives a Stodent Handbook, which describes the
attendance policy adopted by the Murray County School District. It is the responsibility
of the student and parent, gnardian or person in control to read and understand the
contents of the handbeok, Also, for the purpose of monitoring school and class
attendance, it is the responsibility of the parent, guardian or person in control to initiate
regular contact with school personnel to ensure that their child attends school and class

regularly.

The 2004 Georgia General Assembly passed a law that became effective for the 2004~
2005 school year. This law pertains to every school district in Georgia. This is a
statewide law/requirement and not the result of a local policy decision of the Murray
County School District. The new state law, O.C.G.A. §20-2-690.1, provides the
following: '

Every parent, guardian, or other person residing within this state having control
or charge of any child or children between their sixth and sixteenth birthday
shall enroll and send such child or children to a public school. a private school,
or a home study program that meels the requirements for a poblic scheol, a
private school, or a home study program; and such child shall be responsible for
enrolling in and attending a public school. a private school. or o home study
program (hat meets the reguirements for a public school, a privaie school, ora
home study prograimn under such penally for noncompliance with this subscction
as is provided in Chapter 11 of Title 15, unless the child’s failure to enroll and
attend is caused by the child’s parent, guardian, or other person, in which case
the parent, guardian, or other person alone shall be responsible; provided,
however, that tests and physical exams for military service and the National
Guard and such other approved absences shall be excused absences. The
requirements of this subsection shall apply to a child between his or her seventh
and sixteenth birthdays who has been assigned by a local board of education or
its delegate to attend an alternative public school program established by that
Iocal board of education, incinding an alternative public scheol program
provided for in Code Section 20-02-134.1, regardless of whether such child has
been suspended or expelled from another public school program by that Iocal
board of education or iis delegates, and to the parent, guardian, or other person
residing in this state who has control or charge of such child. Nothing in this
Code section shall be construed to require a local board of education or its
delegate to assign a child to attend an alternative public school program rather
than suspending or expelling the child.



