Name________________________________Date________________________Per____
Ecology Webquest

 Part I: Ecosystems 
 

You will go to the following websites and answer the questions that go along with that website. 

http://www.vtaide.com/png/foodchains.htm 

1. In the following chart you will take the words and provide an example and description of each word. 

	Word


	Example
	Description

	Producer


	Plant
	Use light energy to produce food, CO2, H2O

	Consumer


	Animal
	Must eat/absorb – can’t make own food

	Carnivore


	Owls
	Animal that eats other animals

	Herbivore


	Rabbit, Deer
	Animals that eat plants

	Secondary Consumer


	Birds, People, Snakes
	Carnivores or Omnivores that eat herbivores(primary consumers)

	Teritary Consumer


	Hawk, Eagle
	Top carnivore that eats other carivores/omnivores

	Decomposers


	Mushrooms
	Feed on decaying matter FBI


   II. FOOD WEBS
 

(1)              Go to http://www.harcourtschool.com/activity/food/food_menu.html 
          and choose one of the three food webs. Put the food web together! 

 

	Consumers – are living things that need producers to be their food (animals and people)

	Producers – living things which take the non living matter from the environment (plants)

	Decomposers – living things which feed off of dead plants and animals (bacteria, fungi)


(2)     Using the information in the table above answer the following questions about your food chain:                       Meadow food web
 

              Name a consumer in your food web - Rabbit, Red Fox, Thrush, and Snail
        
              Name a producer in your food web - Grass
 

              Name a decomposer in your food web Snail
III. POPULATION
 

Go to http://www.geography4kids.com/files/land_population.html and answer the following questions:
        
          1.    What is population - A group of organisms of the same species in an area
 

          

2.   Two things that increase a population
                 a.  Good weather, no predators
                 b.  medicine, geographic isolation
 

           3.  Two things that decrease a population:
                 a. old age, competition
                 b. predator, natural disasters, migration
 

 

Part IV: Impact of Human Activity on Ecosystems 
 

Choose and read about one of many impacts that humans have on ecosystems from the list below:
 

	Impact of Human Activity on Ecosystems

	Deforestation
	Human Soil Erosion

	Extinction of Species
	Fires

	Pollution
	Greenhouse Effect


 

List two facts you learned about the impact you chose: Human Soil Erosion
 

1.    Human activity causes 10 X more soil erosion than all natural processes combined.
 
2.   I agricultural U.S. erosion rate is appr. 1,500 ft. per million years
 

 

Part VI: Biomes Around the World 

 

 

(1)                Go to http://mbgnet.mobot.org/ and answer the following questions. 

(2)              What are the 6 Biomes of the World?     Tundra, Taiga, Grassland, Desert, Temperate deciduous forest, Tropical rainforest
(3)              What are the 3 Freshwater Ecosystems and the 3 Marine Ecosystems? 
a.       Freshwater = Rivers, Streams, Ponds, Lakes, Wetlands
b.      Marine = Shorelines, Temperate and Tropical Oceans
(4)              Click on one of the six biomes. Choose one topic from the left column. 

  Choose one biome and give three interesting facts about that biome. 
1.    Temperate Deciduous Forest has 4 seasons.
    2.    Animals have special adaptations to cope with seasonal changes
    3.     The average rainfall is 30 to 60 inches per year.

Most of the earth is covered by the taiga – largest land biome (but water covers ¾ of the earth and is the largest biome).  The most diverse biomass is found in the tropical rain forests and the ocean (although it said desert).
Which biome supports the least amount of life Tundra?

Try this game and save the trees    http://www.seussville.com//games/lorax/
 

