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Mr. Berry Henderson

Tenth Grade Literature/Composition 
PCHS Course Syllabus

	Week
	Major Topics to be Introduced

	1-9
	Unit 2: Thematic Link: Equality and Greek Drama
1 extended informational text from US or world literature; 7 thematically connected short texts
Literature:

Play: Medea or Antigone plus Julius Caesar 
Literary Focus: symbolism, theme, characterization, setting, point of view, irony, 

Writing Assignment: Persuasive Essay

Writing Focus: Organization; Thesis Statement; Topic Sentences; Counterargument

	10-18
	Unit 2: Thematic Link: Heroes and Villains
1 extended informational text from US or world literature; 7 thematically connected short texts
Literature:

“The Sword and the Stone”

“Launcelot du Lake”

“Sigurd the Dragon Slayer”

Short Story: “The Mystery of Heroism” 

Novel: Lord of the Flies
Informational Text: “A Tribute to Jackie Robinson,” “Jackie Robinson Induction Speech,” “What Would You Risk Your Life For?”

	19-27
	Unit 3: Thematic Link: Persuasion and Sentence Structure
1 extended text from American or world literature; 7 thematically connected short texts
Literature: 

“Contents of the Dead Man’s Pocket”

“Lamb to the Slaughter”

“The Pedestrian”

“Harrison Bergeron”

“Everyday Use”

Novel: Fahrenheit 451 

Key Vocabulary: plot, irony, characterization, style, theme

Writing Assignment: Persuasive Essay

Writing Focus: Style – Phrases: Infinitive, Appositive, Gerund, Participle – Sentence Types: Simple, Compound, Complex, Compound-Complex

	28-36
	Unit 4: Thematic Link: Importance of Family; Balancing of Work and Family
1 extended text from American or world literature; 7 thematically connected short texts
Literature:

Novel: The Pearl by John Steinbeck

Writing Assignment: Interview with John Steinbeck; TBA

Literary Focus: Symbolism, Theme, Characterization, Setting




*** Selections to support each Thematic Link may vary from teacher to teacher. 
Textbook Title Elements of Literature: Fourth Course 
Cost of Textbook     $62.00        

	Exams

	Pretest/SLO
	First Week of School

	Common Assessment 1
	 

	Common Assessment 2
	 

	Midterm
	 

	Common Assessment 3
	 

	Common Assessment 4
	 

	Post Test/SLO
	 

	Final Exam
	 


MAJOR PROJECTS OR ASSIGNMENTS AND DUE DATES:

· TBA
MAKE-UP WORK: 

It is your responsibility to make up work when you are absent. You have 3 school days to make up work for an excused absence only. 
GRADING PROCEDURES: 


Course with no EOCT




1st 9 weeks



2nd 9 weeks  


=     75% of final average



3rd 9 weeks


4th 9 weeks



Final Exam                                 
=         25% of final average


Note: For year long courses, first semester Post Test will count as a test grade in the 2nd 9 weeks.

COURSE GRADING POLICY FOR BREAKDOWN OF CLASS WORK:
Tests/Major Assignments:   50%

Daily/Writing/Quizzes:       50%
EXAM EXEMPTIONS:  All students will be required to take the EOCT for courses in which it applies.   Students may exempt the semester midterm/final exam for a course in the following way:

· A student must have an average of 70 or above                                                                                                  

· Miss no more than 2 days per semester
· EOCT Course – Must pass the EOCT in that area to exempt the final
NEED HELP? Teacher Planning Period      4th Block              Planning Time                 .
Teacher email: bhenderson@pierce.k12.ga.us 
CLASS SUPPLIES

1. 3-ring binder; the number of dividers is left up to the student

2. blue or black pens

3. #2 pencil

4. highlighters (optional)

5. paper (loose leaf)

Expectations:

1. In this classroom your learning and your assignments come first.  No excuses.  No complaints.

2. Complete and hand in assignments because your grade depends on fulfilling those two tasks.
3. Avoid talking out of turn during class discussions and especially during lectures.  Be patient and courteous.
4. Be respectful of yourself and others.
Consequences:
1- Verbal warning.

2- Student-teacher conference.

3- Parent-teacher conference/contact.  

4- Office referral.  NOTE: If the issue/disruption is immediate and/or severe enough, an office referral will also be immediate.

THE TEACHER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES IN CONTENT AND/OR GRADING PROCEDURES AS NEEDED.

************************************************************************************************

I HAVE READ THE TEACHER’S LETTER CONCERNING CLASSROOM RULE CHANGES FOR THIS SEMESTER, AND I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING PROCEDURES, AND RULES FOR THIS COURSE:

 __________________________________________                  ___________________________________________

         Student Signature                                                              Parent/Guardian Signature

THE TEACHER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES IN CONTENT AND/OR GRADING PROCEDURES AS NEEDED.

************************************************************************************************

I HAVE READ THE TEACHER’S LETTER CONCERNING CLASSROOM RULE CHANGES FOR THIS SEMESTER, AND I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING PROCEDURES, AND RULES FOR THIS COURSE:

 __________________________________________                  ___________________________________________



         Student Signature                                                              Parent/Guardian Signature

THE TEACHER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES IN CONTENT AND/OR GRADING PROCEDURES AS NEEDED.

************************************************************************************************

I HAVE READ THE TEACHER’S LETTER CONCERNING CLASSROOM RULE CHANGES FOR THIS SEMESTER, AND I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING PROCEDURES, AND RULES FOR THIS COURSE:

 __________________________________________                  ___________________________________________

         Student Signature                                                              Parent/Guardian Signature

THE TEACHER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES IN CONTENT AND/OR GRADING PROCEDURES AS NEEDED.

************************************************************************************************

I HAVE READ THE TEACHER’S LETTER CONCERNING CLASSROOM RULE CHANGES FOR THIS SEMESTER, AND I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING PROCEDURES, AND RULES FOR THIS COURSE:

 __________________________________________                  ___________________________________________

         Student Signature                                                              Parent/Guardian Signature

