Pierce County High School
Agriculture Education Department
Teacher Name: Seth Prescott
Course: Basic Agriculture Science Technology
Course Number: 02.471

Course Description

· This course introduces the students to the major areas of scientific agricultural production and research. It will promote problem solving skills and leadership. The classroom and laboratory lessons and activities will be supplemented with supervised agricultural experiences and other outside activities.

Materials Needed

· The students will need a three ring binder/notebook, a two subject notebook with holes, and loose paper as needed. Writing utensils are also required to take notes. 

· Proper attire must be worn in the lab area of the classroom. No open-toed shoes will be allowed in the lab. Safety equipment will be provided for all lab activities.
Grading Policy
Course with no EOCT



Class Work (Including daily work, projects

                                                     quizzes, tests, and writing exam) 
75%



Final Exam



25%

*the benchmark exam will count as part of the 2nd 9 weeks grade for semester and year-long courses. The test will be given at the teacher’s convenience during the 9th/10th week for all courses and again at the 26th/27th week for year long courses.

Breakdown of Classroom grading

· Daily Work/Homework……………………………....20%

· Quizzes……………………………………………….20%

· SLO Test - ……………..………………………….....20%

· SAE (Supervised Agricultural Experience)……..........20%

· Tests and major projects...............................................20%

EXAM EXEMPTIONS:  All students will be required to take the EOCT and SLO Exam for courses in which it applies.   Students may exempt the final exam (1 semester courses) or 1st semester post test (year long courses) for a course in the following way:

· A student must have an average of 70 or above
· Miss no more than 2  days per semester

	Week
	Topics to be introduced

	1
	Introduction to Leadership, Ag Ed and FFA
Relate the role of the FFA student organization in the students’ personal development.

	2
	SAE
Explore, develop, and implement the Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE) program by 

researching careers in agriculture and agribusiness.

	3
	Employable Skills
Demonstrate employability skills required by business and industry

	4
	Human Needs, Choices and Agricultural Practices
Recognize how agriculture meets human needs today, in the past, and for the future.

	5
	Safety in ag
Determine and illustrate safety in the agriculture lab and agriculture worksites

	6
	Physics in AG
Demonstrate knowledge of physics used in agriculture as it relates to work, power, simple 

machines, and both past and present machinery used in the agricultural industry.

	7
	Soil Science
Describe soil formation and management and assess its relevance to plant/animal 

production and natural resources management.

	8
	Plant Science
Identify the different areas of agriscience and relate the scientific classification system to 

organize and research the agriscience field.

	9
	Plant Science
Identify the different areas of agriscience and relate the scientific classification system to 

organize and research the agriscience field.

	10
	Classification of living things.
Identify the different areas of agriscience and relate the scientific classification system to 

organize and research the agriscience field.

	11
	Animal Science
Define major components of the animal industry and outline the development of the 

resulting products, services, and careers.

	12
	Animal Science
Define major components of the animal industry and outline the development of the 

resulting products, services, and careers.

	13
	Nat Resources
Demonstrate basic skills in natural resource management.

	14
	Nat Resources
Demonstrate basic skills in natural resource management.

	15
	Food Processing
Apply principles of science to food processing to provide a safe, wholesome and nutritious 

food supply.

	16
	Food Processing
Apply principles of science to food processing to provide a safe, wholesome and nutritious 

food supply.

	17
	Environmental Science
Apply principles of environmental science as it relates to agricultural production and 

sustainability.

	18
	Final exams.
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FFA:
· Agricultural science education is a systematic program of instruction available to students desiring to learn about the science, business, and technology of plant and animal production and/or about the environmental and natural resources systems.  Agricultural science education first became a part of the public education system in 1917 when the U. S. Congress passed the Smith-Hughes Act.  Then, in 1950, the 81st Congress of the United States, recognizing the importance of the FFA as an integral part of the program of vocational agriculture, granted a Federal Charter to the FFA.  Today, over 800,000 students participate in formal agricultural science education instructional programs offered in grades seven-adult throughout the 50 states and three U. S. territories.

· All students enrolled in Agricultural Educations classes at Pierce County High School will be strongly encouraged to become members of the Pierce County FFA Chapter.  The three-ringed model of agricultural education pictured above indicates the importance of each of the three components of agricultural education; Classroom Instruction, Supervised Agricultural Experience, and FFA.

SAE:

· An SAE program is a planned practical agricultural activity which supports skill and competency development, career success and application of specific agricultural and academic skills a student has learned through classroom instruction in agricultural education.
· An SAE program is the actual, hands-on application of concepts and principals learned in the agricultural education classroom.  Students are supervised by agricultural education teachers in cooperation with parents, employers and other adults who assist them in the development and achievement of their educational career goals.

· All students enrolled in agricultural education classes at Pierce County High Schools will be required to plan and develop an SAE which they will spend a minimum of 18 hours outside of class time completing.  No Project that was previously presented will be accepted.  Therefore, the student should not plan a project in the same area as a prior project unless the student can make great progress in the area already presented and has prior written approval from the instructor.

· Supervised Agricultural Experience Programs fit into one of the following categories:

Exploratory

Learn about the ‘big picture’ of agriculture and its many related careers.

Research/Experimentation and Analysis

Conduct research or analyze information to discover new knowledge.

Ownership/Entrepreneurship

Plan and operate an agriculture-related business.

Placement

Work for someone else either for pay or for the experience.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me by phone or email at:

(912)-449-2055, or e-mail me at:  sprescott@pierce.k12.ga.us
Teacher Planning Period is Second Block
I will be available for students to receive extra help during planning period and after school if  prior arrangements are made by the student to ensure availability.

I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE COURSE REQUIREMENTS, GRADING PROCEDURES, AND RULES FOR THIS COURSE:

_____________________________________
                  ________________________________________

         Student Signature                                                                                Parent/Guardian Signature
Pierce County School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in admission to its programs, services, or activities, in access to them, in treatment of individuals, or in any aspect of their operations.
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