WENDELL HIGH SCHOOL

GRADUATION (Senior) PROJECT

PROPOSAL INSTRUCTIONS

Proposals are due: 
April 5, 2018    You need to turn in your proposal to your TAG advisor for review.

PROPOSALS MUST BE TYPED.  Three “final draft” copies must be submitted to your TAG teacher; one for their file, one for the coordinator’s file, and one for you.  The project will be reviewed for correctness (grammar, spelling, typos, etc.) and completion (all needed signatures, etc.) by the Tag teacher and returned to you.  Any errors must be corrected and resubmitted to the TAG teacher for approval before the Junior Boards.
The Junior Boards time and date are set up by you, the student, and will include a meeting with your TAG advisor, community mentor, and another adult. You will be asked to present your project proposal, a cost analysis, a time analysis, and be prepared to answer any questions the judges may have regarding the project.  This is a formal presentation much like the Senior Boards.  Appearance and presentation are important.  The Senior Project must be approved at a Junior Boards meeting.  
All forms can be found on The Wendell School District Website in the High School area in a folder under “Senior Projects”.

Type your responses in bold or italics to set it off from the questions.

THE RESEARCH PAPER

The Senior Project research paper relates to the subject area of the student’s project.  This paper is an opportunity for students to explore a research topic related to an area of interest based on their project. This paper, however, is not a “How to” or a “History of,” but a research paper written in Modern Language Association (MLA) format.  The paper should be based on a thesis. A thesis is a proposition or statement that is defended by arguments based on research.  Remember, the thesis statement is the answer to the central question or problem raised.  

THE PROJECT (Physical or Experience)

The project must incorporate two of the following criteria to be accepted by the Junior Project Committee:

1. Academic:  The project involves formal learning of new academic information in fields such as literature, history, science, mathematics, etc.
2. Community Service:  The project provides a genuine service to the community or school.  All school fundraising projects must follow the district fundraising policies, nutritional guidelines and be approved by Wendell High School student council.
3. Career:  The project involves potential future employment with an approved independent (non-family member) private business or public organization.
4. Personal Enrichment: The project provides an opportunity to learn a new skill/hobby.

THE COMMUNITY MENTOR (oversees the project and subject matter in research paper)

A non-family member mentor for the Graduation (Senior) Project should be chosen with great care.  The choice should be directly influenced by the selection criteria for the project.  An ideal mentor, for example, would be an instructor in the academic area of choice, a coordinator for community service, or a business supervisor for a career apprenticeship.  Help in locating a mentor will be given if requested.  The mentor provides three essential services for the student. 

1.  Guides the student through the project phase

2.  Signs both the mid and final Project Verification forms and writes a letter on behalf of the student

3.  Reads and critiques the student’s research paper early on and then in its final form (focusing on content).

THE PRESENTATION/PORTFOLIO

Each student will present a balanced view of the research information from the paper and the practical experience involved with the project in an 8-15 minute presentation.  Each student will be required to incorporate some type of audio-visual aid into his/her presentation unless prior approval has been given by the Graduation (Senior) Project Coordinator to forego that requirement.  Each student will also compile a portfolio covering all aspects of the Graduation (Senior) Project.
THE COST ANALYSIS
Each proposal will contain a cost analysis done by the students.  All materials, advertising, prizes, etc. needed should be examined, prices researched, and thoughtful assessment given regarding how these costs will be covered before the project begins.  Be realistic. If the cost will be nothing, that needs to be included as well.  

THE TIME ANALYSIS
A time analysis must be done for your project.  This should contain consideration of each part of the project:  the time estimated to complete each phase of the project as well as the entire project.  

40 hours minimum are required for the Senior Project.
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