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American Revolution  

Newspaper Activity!

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.  And to the republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.   

    Get ready!  Pack your bags!  You are about to embark upon an exciting but dangerous journey.  You will travel over 225 years back through time.  When you arrive you will be living during one of the most exciting moments in history.  The time will be somewhere between 1760 and 1790; you will choose the exact date.  The American colonies will be struggling to break away from their mother country, and war is imminent. You will meet people who strongly oppose breaking away from England and others who believe it is the destiny of America to be free.  

    While you are there, you will be working for a local newspaper.  You will be reporting on the events as they unfold.  It will be your task to report the news, and in order to do this, you will need to be well informed on what events have led up to this exciting point in history.

Your newspaper must include the following information:

____ 2 Major Articles (events in the war)
____ 1 Biography of a Political Figure

____2 Letters to the Editor (Loyalist and Patriot)
____1 Original Political Cartoon (look at the examples in class)
____ An Advertisement or Want Ad

____ An Obituary Section

____ At least 4 pictures

If your newspaper is to be historically accurate, you must only write about events that occurred prior to the date of your newspaper.  For example, if your newspaper is dated July 1776, you can write about Paul Revere's ride, but you can't report that Paul Revere died in 1792 because he is not dead at the time your newspaper was written?  Get it?? Make sense???
Advertisements and Want Ads
You should research to see what items might have been advertised in the local newspaper.  Books on colonial living will be helpful.   Research to find [image: image35.png]


out authentic prices and currency.

                                              Sale!!                                                                         
Rest in Peace-Obituary
When creating an obituary section for your newspaper you must research the time period.  What were the leading causes of death?  What age group was most likely to die? Where were their funerals held?

    Events of the War
	
	Boston Tea Party
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	Boston Massacre
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	Battle of Bunker Hill
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	Declaration of Independence
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	Tea Acts
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	Intolerable Acts
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	Quartering Acts
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	Stamp Act
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	Townsend Acts
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	Paul Revere's Ride
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	Navigation Acts
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	Battle of Bunker Hill
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	Bacon's Rebellion
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	First Continental Congress
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	Battle of King's Mountain
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	Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge
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	Second Continental Congress
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	Sons of Liberty
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	Daughter's of Liberty
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	Washington's army at Valley Forge


People in the War
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	Samuel Adams
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	"Molly Pitcher"
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	John Adams
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	Ben Franklin
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	John Hancock
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	Patrick Henry

	[image: image27.png]



	Thomas Paine
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	Paul Revere
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	Benedict Arnold
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	Alexander Hamilton
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	Ethan Allen

	[image: image32.png]



	Abigail Adams


There are many timelines that can be found on the Revolutionary War.  Any encyclopedia should have a detailed chronological list of the events that led up to the war and a list of the battles of the war.  You need to be aware that some sources may disagree on exact dates.  
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You might be asking yourself, “What should I do first?  How do I start this project?”  Well then- Let’s Get Organized!

Plan Outline
Name of your newspaper: _______________________________________

Title and author of headline article:________________________________

____________________________________________________________

Title and author of secondary article: ______________________________

____________________________________________________________

Biography and author: __________________________________________

Author of Loyalist letter: ________________________________________

Author of your Patriot letter: _____________________________________ 

An Advertisement or Want Ad for: __________________________________

Obituary Section- Who Died: ___________________________________

What pictures do I want to add?___________________________________

When you are finished with this newspaper you will have learned about people and events that shaped our history, and you have accurately reported the events of the time period. The newspaper you created are a reflection of what it must have been like to live when our country first began.  As you continue your study of American history and learn about the men who shaped the Constitution and added the Bill of Rights, you will have a better understanding of that document  and why our forefathers felt it necessary to guarantee all Americans the right to life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.
Be Proud to be an American!
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