April 2018 Newsletter

FEES FOR 2018-2019 SCHOOL YEAR

Mrs. Anna Kirchner
Principal
Mrs. Cathy Lark
Assistant Principal

Registration Fees:

School Office:

Registration

708/342-4850

Kindergarten
& Early
Childhood

Grade 1-3

Grade 4-8

$250

$250

$275*

*gym suits, locks and graduation are additional fees for 6,7,8 grade students.

Absentee Line:
708/342-4850 x “1”

Lunch Fees: $3.05 per student

On the Web:

Extra-Curricular Fees:
Team Sports (incl. Band, Jazz & Choir):
Clubs (incl. percussion ensemble):
Intramurals:

www.mokena159.org

Inside this issue:

Technology Fee: $25 per student (gr ade K-5), $50.00 (grades 6-8)
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Mom/Dad Nights
Quarter Goals
Nurses office

4

MES Happenings
Calendar

5

Calendar

6

Residency forms

$50
$25
$10/activity

7/8

Transportation Fees:
 Over 1.5 miles from school of attendance: Free
 Under 1.5 miles along a hazardous route: Free
 Under 1.5 miles from school of attendance: $375.00 per student
Above Fees approved at the Regular February, 2018 Board meeting.

Last Day of School for 2017-2018 School Year
With the use of one snow day this school year,
the last days of school are as follows:
Thursday, May 31st — full day of school
Friday, June 1st — last day of school — MES carnival
Monday, June 4th — Teacher Institute Day — No school for students.
Please adjust your calendars accordingly.
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Mokena School District 159
Family Residency Verification 2018-2019
When:
Where:

Time:

Monday, April 23rd
Mokena Elementary School
District Board Room
6:00 AM - 8:00 PM

On Monday, April 23rd, all families residing in Mokena School District 159 will be required to attend the
districts Family Residency Verification day. Families will complete a Family Residency Verification form
(found on page 7 of this newsletter and on our district website www.mokena159.org) and provide three
(3) original proofs of residency as listed on that form.

Please note: Families who attended Kindergarten Registration and
completed registration are not required to attend on April 23rd.
All questions can be directed the Mokena School District 159 office at 708/342-4900.

Below is our current snack list. Please only send your child with a snack from the list below. Any items sent in with identifiers such as
“containing peanuts/tree nuts, may contain peanuts/tree nuts, or made in a facility with peanuts/tree nuts, will be returned home with
your child.” Please note the snack list will be updated on a monthly basis. The update can be found on the district website.
APPROVED SNACK LIST:
*Applesauce
*Cheese
*Fresh fruit
*Fresh Vegetables
*Rold Gold Pretzels
*UTZ Tortilla Chips (dippable, Multi-grain, Restaurant Style, White or Yellow Rounds.)
*Nabisco 100 Calorie Packs-Chips Ahoy Thin Crisps
*Pepperidge Farm Goldfish (pretzel, saltine, colors, pretzel & cheddar – no cinnamon)
*Pirate’s Booty Aged White Cheddar cheese baked rice/corn puffs, Sour Cream & Onion Flavor
*Skinny Pop- White Cheddar, Pepper Jack
*Teddy Grahams
*Lorna Doone Shortbread Cookies
*Barnum’s Animal Crackers-Original
*Newton’s-Original Fig, Fat Free, Whole Grain, Strawberry, Raspberry
*Kraft Handi-Snack-Premium Breadsticks’n Cheese Dip
*Wheat Thins-Original, Parmesan Garlic, Four Cheeses

Please keep in mind this list is current as of March 15, 2018 but manufacturers can change ingredients and/or they may change the
facility where they make the product to one which has peanuts. We will verify our list every two weeks and notify you of any changes
made to our list. Thank you for your help in keeping all of our students safe.
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What is Early Start?
Early Start at Mokena Elementary School is a fee-based half day program for eligible three and four year old children.
Two daily sessions are offered 9:00 am – 11:30 am and 12:30 pm – 3:00 pm. The classroom utilizes Creative Curriculum
to support the developmental and learning needs of the students. A social-emotional curriculum is also used within the
program. Students are assessed throughout the school year to ensure they are making progress academically, socially
and developmentally.

Who is eligible?
Members of our Early Start team conduct screenings of children who then may be eligible for the program based on a
number of qualifiers such as low family income, multiple or premature birth, English language skills, or an additional home
or community factor which places the child in an at-risk situation. If the child has been found “at risk” as a result of the
screening and if space is available, students may be admitted into the Early Start program. The screening services are
provided at no cost to parents. Children must be 3 years old before the first day of school.

What does the screening consist of?
During the screening, the team will assess the development of a young child in the following areas:
 Gross/Fine motor skills
 Speech/Language skills
 Cognitive skills
We interview the parent/guardian in the following areas:
 Basic health/physical needs
 Demographics
 Safety needs
 Social/emotional needs
After the screening, the Early Start team will provide you with information regarding your child’s development.

2018-2019 Early Start Screening Date:
Tuesday, April 10th
9:00 am - 3:00 pm, by appointment only
Mokena Elementary School
Appointments are scheduled every 45 minutes. Please call Cathy at the MES office – 708-342-4850 to schedule an
appointment. A wait list will be started should the number of qualified children in either session exceed an acceptable
classroom size.
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Attention Moms of Mokena District 159
Looking for a fun, casual night out to catch up
& play a little BUNCO?
Hosted by the Mokena PTA and MEF

Ante Up for the Dads of Mokena District 159
The Dads of 159 have been dealt an invitation for
a casual night out to eat, drink and play POKER!
Hosted by the Mokena PTA

Thursday, April 12th
7:00 pm (games will start promptly at 7:30 pm)
Anthony’s on Front Street

Thursday, April 5th
7:00 pm (games will start promptly at 7:30 pm)
Anthony’s on Front Street

Please RSVP by April 9th to
Bibliophelia1@gmail.com

Please RSVP by April 2nd to
lisazee28@sbcglobal.net

4th Quarter Goal

We Made Our
Third Quarter Goal!
“Being Kind Helps You SHINE”
Our rainbow of Kindness in the MES commons is
full of stars! Students earned slips/tickets for
Random Acts of Kindness. Our goal was to
decrease overall referrals by 15%. We surpassed
that by reducing the number of referrals by 20%!
Grade level winners by earning the most kindness
stars was First grade. Way to go MES Stars!

MES students will earn
40,000 carnival tickets by
May 31, 2018 demonstrating
MES behavior expectations
without prompts.

April is National Humor Month!
They say laughter is the best medicine, and here are the reasons why. Did you know studies have shown that laughter
increases the release of endorphins~ those awesome chemicals in the brain that make us feel good. But laughter isn’t just
about feeling good because we find something to be funny. Laughter actually boosts the immune system, lowers blood
pressure, reduces tension and can improve thinking.
When you’re in a funny situation that stimulates laughter, you are giving your body a chance to exercise the diaphragm~
that big muscle in our stomach, as well as facial, leg, and back muscles. Also, the increase in respiration aids in the
oxygenation of blood flowing to the brain and the rest of the body. In a very general sense, laughter is a painkiller, and
reduces the stress and anxiety of physical illness.
Here is a link to some comics to keep you laughing; www.artbaltazar.com/artbaltazarcomics.html
“Smile, it increases your face value!”
Nurse Therese & Ms. Candy wish you and your families a very Happy Easter!
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April 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

8

9

10
Preschool
Screenings

No School

Classes
Resume

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5
Dad’s of 159
Poker Night
7pm Anthony’s
on Front Steet

6
Crazy Hair/
Hat Day

7

11

12
Mokena Moms
Bunco Night
7pm Anthony’s
on Front Street

13

14

18

19

20
Dippin Dots

21

PTA Meeting at
3:30 pm at MES
MEF meeting
7pm MES

15

16

17

School Board
Meeting 7:00 pm
MES

22

23

29

30

District Residency
Verification Day

24

25

Make Everyone
Shine

26

27
Progress Reports

28

