
Benchmark Literacy – Unit 4
RI 6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, chapter, 
or section fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes 
to the development of the ideas.

Is about

Analyzing how the 
organization of the 

text contributes to the 
development of ideas.

Text Structure

beginning with
Identifying the 

text types

Passage 1 
• Literary or Informational 
• Genre or Type:

• __________________

With the help of

STOP! And ask yourself…
• I didn’t understand that. Maybe I should 

reread it more slowly.
• The author says _______. What does 

that mean?
• I’m not sure what’s happening. I think I’ll 

read ahead and see if it becomes 
clearer. 

• Who could I talk to about this to 
understand it better?

• Wait a minute, I need to stop and think. 
(make notes on back)

What is the Author’s purpose?Circle one 
Persuade Inform Entertain

Determining Text 
Importance

What is the purpose of the _________? e.g. Heading, caption
What are text features?
How do the text features contribute to the understanding of the text?
In which section of the text would you find information about 
__________?
Why do you think the author chose to organize the structure this way?
How does knowing the sequence of events aide in the understanding of 
the text?
What information is the author examining in the text?
What signal words help you identify the structure of the text?
What organizer could be used to convey the information the author 
presented?

through

Organizing the 
presented 

details

*Use an organizer of 
your choice from your 
text structure notes 
and collect your 
details on the back of 
this page. 

To develop

A statement of 
Text Structure 
with evidence

By identifying 
(informational only)

Text Structure 

and the Topic

• Chronological Order
• Compare and 

Contrast
• Cause and Effect
• Problem and 

Solution
• Description
(circle one)

Topic:
• Who 
• What
• When 
• Where
• Why 
• How

How?____________________
_________________________
_________________________
____

Why?____________________
_________________________
_________________________
_________________________
_____



Benchmark Literacy – Unit 8
RI.6.6: Determine the Author’s POV or Purpose in a 
text and explain how it is conveyed in a text.

Is about

Identifying reasons and 
evidence to support why an 

author wrote a specific text or 
how they feel about the topic.

Author’s Purpose/ 
POV

beginning withIdentifying the 
text type

with the help of

Synthesizing 

Why the author 
wrote the text

by understanding

Guiding Questions:
Does the author feel positive or negative about the subject?
Is this a first or second hand account?
What is the author’s POV on this subject?
Which explicit information supports the author’s POV?
What is the author’s purpose for writing this?
What evidence from the text supports this conclusion?
How would changing the focus of the topic change the author’s POV?

by identifying 

Sequence of 
events

by analyzing

• Informational/Nonfiction
Type:_________________

• Literary/Fiction 
Genre:________________
(circle one)

Ask yourself-
• This story or passage is really about 

____________________________.
• So far I know _____. This makes 

me think that . . . 
• The Author’s opinion of _____ is 

__________________________.  
• The Author thinks _____________ 

because the text said __________.
• This helps me understand . . .
• My thinking about this topic has 

changed because . . .

The central idea and 
supporting details.

• Central Idea:
______________________
______________________
• Supporting Details:
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________
______________________

(Select your organizer 
and write on the back)

Non-Fiction
Who:

What:

When:

Where:

Why:

Authors Purpose:
_______________________________
______________

Evidence:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________

Author’s POV: 
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Evidence:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________


