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1.	

Name: Date:

Compare	and	Contrast	-	Non-Fiction

Have	you	ever	heard	someone	say,	"See	you	later,	alligator?"	Often	the	response	is,	"In	a	while,
crocodile."	Both	of	these	silly	rhymes	are	funny.	However,	the	funniest	part	may	be	that	alligators	and
crocodiles	are	almost	never	found	living	in	the	same	place.	It	is	easy	to	confuse	the	two	reptiles.	They
both	look	a	lot	alike.	However,	they	are	very	different	creatures.	

First,	the	two	animals	live	in	different	types	of	habitats.	Crocodiles	like	salt	water	like	the	water	found
in	 oceans.	They	 live	 in	 almost	 all	 parts	 of	 the	 world.	 Alligators,	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 prefer	 the	 fresh
water	 of	 lakes	 and	 swamps.	Most	 live	 in	 the	 United	 States	 and	 China.	 The	 only	 place	 in	 the	 world
where	both	types	of	reptiles	are	found	is	 in	the	Everglades.	This	national	park	 is	a	wetland	containing
both	types	of	water.	

Second,	 the	noses	of	 these	 reptiles	are	quite	different.	Crocodiles	have	 long,	narrow,	pointed	snouts
that	made	a	V-shape.	They	look	like	they	are	smiling,	and	showing	some	of	their	teeth.	Their	jaws	are
extremely	 strong	 and	 they	 can	 capture	 tough	 snacks	 like	 turtles,	 cows,	 or	 even	 small	 elephants.
Alligators	 have	 U-shaped	 snouts	 and	 their	 teeth	 stay	 hidden	 until	 they	 are	 ready	 to	 take	 a	 bite	 of
something	tasty.	They	prefer	to	munch	on	smaller	prey,	including	birds,	fish	or	deer.	

If	you	are	trying	to	tell	the	difference	between	these	two	reptiles,	do	it	from	behind	the	thick	glass	of
zoo	 window.	One	 thing	 the	 two	 creatures	 do	 have	 in	 common	 is	 they	 are	 strong	 and	 they	 are	 not
afraid	to	attack	humans	if	they	feel	threatened.

A.	 How	are	alligators	and	crocodiles	alike?

a.	 They	both	prefer	to	live	in	salt	water.

b.	 They	both	capture	very	large	animals	to	eat.

c.	 They	both	can	be	found	living	in	the	Everglades.

d.	 They	both	have	the	same	shape	of	snout	and	teeth.

B.	 Where	would	you	most	likely	find	a	crocodile?

a.	 In	a	lake

b.	 In	a	swamp

c.	 In	an	ocean

d.	 In	a	marsh

C.	 How	does	an	alligator	differ	from	a	crocodile?

a.	 It	keeps	its	teeth	hidden	until	it	strikes.

b.	 It	prefers	larger,	tougher	prey	for	meals.

c.	 It	will	attack	a	human	if	it	feels	threatened.

d.	 It	has	a	longer,	narrower	snout	shaped	like	a	V.

2.	 Compare	and	contrast	summer	and	spring.	
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3.	 What	does	it	mean	to	compare?

a.	 to	tell	how	something	caused	something	else	to	happen.

b.	 to	tell	how	something	is	the	same	or	different

c.	 to	tell	how	something	is	the	same,	similar	or	alike.

d.	 to	tell	how	something	is	unlike,	or	different.

4.	 In	a	compare	and	contrast	expository	text	some	key	words	to	look	for	are...

a.	 just	like,	different,	both

b.	 first,	second,	third

c.	 specific	words	with	details

d.	 because,	problem	solution

5.	 Read	the	following	selection	and	answer	the	question	that	follows.

Mary	and	Tracey	are	twin	sisters.	They	are	fourteen	years	of	age.	There	are	many	things	that	they
have	in	common.	Mary	loves	to	listen	to	music,	and	Tracy	likes	music	also.	Mary	likes	inspirational
music,	and	Tracey	hip	hop.	Both	girls	attend	Mount	Washington	Lake	Middle	School.	They	get	good
grades	and	work	hard	to	learn.	Mary	has	a	temper,	and	very	often	fights	with	her	peers,	but	Tracey	is
very	quiet	and	passive.	Tracey	never	fights	with	anyone.	Mary	scores	really	well	on	tests,	but	Tracey
gets	very	nervous	during	tests	and	sometimes	doesn't	score	very	well.	Tracey	can	read	and	write
fluently,	but	just	struggles	with	taking	test.	Mary	wants	to	be	an	astronaut	when	she	is	older,	so	she
studies	a	lot	of	math	and	science.	Tracey	want	to	become	a	biologist,	so	she	studies	math	and	science
also.	Both	girls	live	with	their	mother	and	father	in	a	small	family	home.	

Tracey	and	Mary	compare	because	they:

a.	 perform	well	on	tests

b.	 can	read	and	write	fluently

c.	 like	animals

d.	 live	in	a	small	family	home




