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NES Grades 3-6 

Open House 

Thank you to all of the families who attended 

the Open House for grades 3-6 on Tuesday, 

September 23rd.  Your support and involve-

ment in your child’s education is invaluable.  

It was nice to see familiar faces as well as 

meet some new ones.  We 

look forward to a wonder-

ful year working together to 

help our NES students 

grow and learn. 

Student Pictures 
Individual Student Picture will be on 

October 1st and 2nd.  Look for the or-

der forms with the exact date for you 

child to be coming home in your 

child’s backpack soon. 

Sixth Grade 

Environmental Camp 

Information 
What:  Sixth Grade Environmental Camp 

Where:  W. Alton Jones in Rhode Island 

When:  Week of 11/03/14 (Monday to Friday) 

Parent Information Night: 

Tuesday, October 7, 2014 

6:00 pm in the NES Auditorium 

(Students will have their presentation at 1:30 pm on the same day.) 

HEALTH FORMS will be given out at this meeting. 

Website:  http://www.uri.edu/ajc/eec 

Camp Updates:  Check the CAMP section of the science (Nancy Nicholson) website. 

http://teacherweb.com/MA/NewburyElementarySchool/NancyNicholson/h2.aspx 

 

http://www.uri.edu/ajc/eec
http://teacherweb.com/MA/NewburyElementarySchool/NancyNicholson/h2.aspx
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From the Health Office… 
Enterovirus D68 

The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) announced the first confirmed case of Enterovirus D68 on Sep-

tember 23, 2014.  The patient is a school aged child with a history of asthma who became ill in early September and has 

since been treated and released from an area hospital.  

Various enteroviruses and other respiratory infections may also circulate at this time of year.   While most infections 
cause mild or no symptoms, some can be severe.  The current outbreak of enterovirus D68 has been predominantly asso-
ciated with respiratory disease. 
The Triton Regional School District cares about your child’s health and wellness.  Many parents of school-aged children 

might be concerned about this virus and/or have questions regarding it.  We have, therefore, decided to provide you 

with a succinct, informative publication from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health.  Please note the links 

mentioned at the end of the document as well as the information regarding who to contact if you have more questions. 

 

Your Triton Regional School District School Nurses 

 

Guidance from CDC at: http://www.cdc.gov/non-polio-enterovirus/about/EV-D68.html 
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Fifth Grade Math:  The start of the new school year has us moving right along in math.  

We are almost finished with a mini-unit called "Operations and Algebraic Thinking."  The students 
have been working on two standards during this unit.  The first standard is being able to use parenthe-
ses, brackets, or braces in numerical expressions, and evaluate expressions with these symbols.  The 
second standard is writing simple expressions that record calculations with numbers, and interpret 
numerical expressions without evaluating them.  It has included a great review of the basic operations 
as well!   
 

Fifth Grade Science:  Fifth grade science has gotten off to a wonderful start this year! In the first unit of 

the year, students are studying the adaptations of living things. We have been learning about why 
organisms have adaptations, the many different forms they can take in life on Earth, how organ-
isms are able to survive in harsh environments, and the difference between instinctive and learned 
behaviors. Students have developed their non-fiction reading skills and science vocabulary using 
the Keys to Literacy Program while learning the difference between structural and behavioral ad-
aptations on both land and in the water. Students’ science journals are already being filled with 
information and diagrams of their favorite organisms! As we explore through the rest of the unit, 

students will be writing persuasive letters to polar bears about their adaptations and doing a bird beak lab to more fully 
explore why adaptations develop. The unit culminates in the always popular “Create a Creature” project when students 
will create their own species complete with all the different types of adaptations they have learned over the course of the 
unit. 
 

Fifth Grade ELA:  The fifth graders have become "lexophiles" collecting their own 

vocabulary words from their in-class and at-home reading. Then every Friday, students share 
their new-found words with their classmates through Keys to Liter-
acy activities, such as a word knowledge checklists and 4-square 
vocabulary boxes. Thusly, students have more engagement in ex-
panding their vocabulary and they are learning the words of their 
classmates, too! Also in ELA, we are integrating a new writing program into our curriculum 
called Empowering Writers. Students were introduced to this program in 4th grade and 
showed great improvement in their writing, especially in narrative work. This year, we'll be 
focusing on expository and persuasive writing.  I'm sure you may know some very persua-
sive 5th graders! 

 
Fifth Grade Social Studies: 

Mysteries abound in our social studies content this fall. What hap-
pened to the advanced civilization of the Mayan people who 
brought us our present day calendar? How did the Incan civiliza-
tion manage to build thousands of miles of roads throughout 
South America without the use of work animals or simple ma-
chines such as pulleys or wheels? For the past few weeks, we've 
been learning about how groups 
of people came to live together 

in a civilization and using further exploration of these an-
cient civilizations to introduce some note taking and re-
search. We'll try our hand at persuading our peers that our 
choice for the best civilization is the only one! We're anx-
ious to see the results as we have some very strong opin-
ions on this one. Be looking for our culminating art work 
in the hallway in the next week. 

“The surest way not to fail 

is to determine to succeed.” 

- Richard Brinsley Sheridan 

The NES Newt –paper 

is published by Amy 

Pasquarello on a 

weekly basis.  If you 

would like to submit 

something to be 

included in the NES 

Newt-paper, please 

email your information 

to 

apasquarello@trsd.net  

by the Wednesday 

before the newsletter is 

published. 
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The NES Schoolyard is getting a Makeover! 

Playground Design Day Unveiling and Celebration 
Monday, September 29th, 7PM at NES Auditorium 

All welcome!  Join us for a fun celebration and launch party!  On Monday evening, a designer 
from Play by Design will unveil a playground design based on students’ comments as well as previously-submitted 
suggestions.  Play by Design is an organization that works with communities to design and build custom play struc-
tures and playgrounds. Contact us at nesgrows@gmail.com or www.newburypta.com/nesgrows for more information 
or to get involved. 

Schedule of events: 

6:30pm   Come early to find your students dream playground drawing  

7:00-7:05pm Welcome 

7:05-7:45pm Designer will review the Community Build Model and unveil the playground design 

7:45-8:00pm Socializing with the designer and Triton leadership 

*We appreciate that this is a school night, and that the children need to get to bed.  We will keep the programming short and on 
schedule!   

It’s not too late to draw your dream playground! We are asking for input by students and families. Since the submis-
sion deadline has passed, please deliver to NES on Monday morning, September 29th, or scan and email a.s.a.p. to 
nesgrows@gmail.com.  A designer from Play by Design (www.playbydesignonline.com) will review these drawings, 
and interview students Monday, September 29th, during school hours to capture their suggestions and ideas for the 
NES playground area.  A blank submission sheet is attached, or feel free to use a blank piece of paper, or visit 
www.newburypta.com/nesgrows to print a drawing sheet and learn more about this ground-breaking project.  

2013-14 Yearbooks are still available   Are you new to the school and want to put names with faces easily? There are still a 
few of last year’s school yearbooks available. See Mrs. Fecteau in the office to purchase one. They are $15 and checks can be 
made out to NES PTA.  

Oct. 16th PTA Meeting   The PTA general meeting on Thursday, October 16th, 7-8:30 pm will include a presentation by Deb 
Jones, technology coordinator. She will show parents how to use the Aspen Portal system. Plan now to attend.  

Fundraiser will supply grants   The PTA fall fundraiser features our students’ artwork created in art classes. You will be 
able to order keepsakes that feature your students’ pictures through www.silvergraphics.com.  Order forms will be sent 
home and online ordering will open on Oct. 29th, with delivery in early December.  

The fundraiser’s profits will be used to fund grants for teachers and staff. This year each classroom teacher was given $175 
and each specialist $125 to purchase items that enhance their teaching. The PTA also makes money available during the 
school year for grants to fund projects and materials. Teachers submit grant proposals to the PTA to be voted upon. With 
tight school budgets, these funds have allowed for some events, experiences, and supplies that otherwise would not be 
available.  

Call outs:  

Did you receive  the PTA calendar at open house? Add the dates to your home calendar 

Follow the PTA on Facebook: www.facebook.com/nespta  

Sign up for the assistant principal’s blog at http://newburyelementaryupdate.blogspot.com/.  

Garden Harvest!   First graders harvested potatoes that were planted in June. They were grown in a 
wire enclosure layered with dirt and straw.  

PTA News... 

mailto:nesgrows@gmail.com
http://www.newburypta.com/nesgrows
mailto:nesgrows@gmail.com
http://www.playbydesignonline.com/
http://www.newburypta.com/nesgrows
http://www.silvergraphics.com
http://www.facebook.com/nespta
http://newburyelementaryupdate.blogspot.com/
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Special Education Workshop  

The Special Education Parent Advisory Coun-
cil (SEPAC) and TRSD are sponsoring a work-
shop for parents and professionals to learn 
about basic rights in special education.  

The Basic Rights workshop provides families 
with an introduction to their rights and re-
sponsibilities under the Individuals with Disa-
bilities Education Act (IDEA)and Massachu-
setts Special Education Law.  This workshop 
is designed to help parents learn to be effec-
tive partners with their child’s school to de-
cide their child’s eligibility for special educa-
tion, and to plan, make decisions and monitor 
their child’s progress in school.  

Date:                           10/7/2014         

Location:                    Triton Regional High 
   School Library     

Time:                          6:30 pm- 8:30 pm     

Contact:                     sepactriton@gmail.com    

A presenter from the Federation for Children 
with Special Needs will conduct this work-
shop.  Federation workshops are free and 
open to the public.  You are welcome to attend 
any workshop in or outside of your immedi-
ate community.      Join us!   

SEPAC Update... 

mailto:sepactriton@gmail.com


Respect—Integrity—Excellence for All 

NES Calendar 

Visit us on the web!   

http://newbury.trsd.net/ 

Did you know? 

Have it your way... 

Our NES Deli Bar is available every Tuesday and Thursday.  A sandwich 
on whole wheat, gluten free bread, wrap, of sub can be made to order..  

Sandwich options are: 

Turkey, Ham, Italian 

Available toppings are: 

Lettuce, Tomato, Onion, and Pickle 

To save time in line you can pre-order your sandwich in the morning 
when you come in from the bus.  Forms are available in the kitchen. 

Breakfast and lunch menus are available on the Triton Regional School 
District website:  www.trsd.net.   

A special thank you to all who stopped by to see our first appearance at 
the Open Houses.  Our NES café team look forward to serving our stu-
dents healthy nutritious meals. 

October 2014 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
28 29 7:00pm Play-

ground Design Meet-

ing 

30 6:30 pm Instrumen-

tal Information Night 

1  Individual Student 

Pictures                       

4:30 School Council   

6:30 Storm Surge Mtg. 

2  Individual Student Pic-

tures 

3  Half Day 4 

5 6 7  6:00 pm 6th Grade 

Parent Meeting—

Environmental Camp 

8    7:00 pm School 

Committee  

9 10 11 

12 13  No School—

Columbus Day 

14 15  7:00 pm PTA Meet-

ing 

16  3:15 Technology Com-

mittee Meeting 

17 18 

19 20 21  7:00 pm Town 

Meeting 

22  7:00 pm School 

Committee  

23 24  5:30-7:30 pm PTA 

Halloween Party 

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  


